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1869. Rbv. Joseph F. Tuttle, D. D. ../i»rf. 
Z869. CHAKLLsli. Nichols, M. D....A^. Y 
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DELEGATES. 



Pennsylvania Colonization Society.— Rev. Samuel E. Apple- 
ton, D. D., Edward S. Morris, Esq., Rev. Alfred Elwyn. 



EDUCATION IN LIBERIA. 

The American Colonization Society is reaiy to receive, in- 
vest and set apart, for the promotion of common-school education in 
Liberia, all such sum or sums of money as may be given or bequeath- 
ed to it for that purpose. 

Funds for Liberia College may be remitted to Charles E. 
Stevens, Esq., Treasurer, Boston and Albany R. R. Co., Kneeland 
Street, Boston. The best form of donations and bequests is "The 
Trustees of Donations for Education in Liberia." 



INSTRUMENTS OF THE AMERICA17 COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

First, — An Emigration Fund, for the purpose of sending to 
Liberia, semi-annually, with the means of settlement, a well selected 
company of thrifty emigrants. 

Second. — An Agricultural Fund, for supplying seeds and 
farming implements to the emigrants and settlers. 

Third, — An Education Fund, for the more thorough ec'ucation 
of the youth of Liberia, on whom will soon devolve the task of 
conducting the Government. 
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SEVENTY-FIRST ANp/L \m\l 



The record of the Seventy-First year of The American Col- 
onization Society is marked by the death of three Vice Presi- 
dents. 

NECROLOGY. 

1. Rt. Rev. William Bacon Stevens, D. D., LL. D., elected 
in 1874, was of simple manners, sound judgment and so drew to him- 
self the confidence of men by the faithful discharge of duty that 
leadership was accorded him by those who saw his fine qualities. 
He was for many years active in the Pennsylvania Auxiliary as a 
Manager, and at the time of his death its esteemed President. The 
Society will retain the benefit of his great influence and wise work, 
while it lifts eyes full of tears for his loss to the home of his glory. 

2. Rev. James Saul, D. D., elected in 1885, was conservative in 
his principles and of strong convictions of duty. Ue was one of the 
founders of the Louisiana Colonization Society, and more recently a 
zealous Vice President of the Pennsylvania Auxiliary. Dr. Saul was 
esfDecially concerned in religious work among the colored people of 
the United States, and several institutions for their improvement 
have enjoyed his benefactions in liberal gifts. He demonstrated the 
blessedness of living with noble aims and dying in the accomplish- 
ment of holy purposes. 

3. Rev. Edward P. Humphrey, D, D., LL. D., elected in 1872, 
was a man of superior endowments and elevation of character, full of 
sympathy for the helpless and distressed. His devotion to African 
Colonization gave the Society a claim upon him which he always 
fully recognized, and his position enabled him to make his friendship 
for it of practical value. Always ready in suggestion and execution, 
he was among those upon whom it surely relied, and his place will 
not be readily filled. 

Full of generous sympathies and earnest in'his efforts to promote 
the best wellare of his fellow-beings, Bkniamin Coates. Esq., who 
died at his residence in Pniladelphia, Pa., March 7, will long be 
pleasantly remembered in the wide circles where he had become 
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known. His far-seeing interest in the Republic of Liberia, and his 
contributions for the promotion of her national life, entitle him to 
the gratitude not only of Liberians but all friends of Africa. 

FINANCES. 

The receipts during the year 1887 have been : — 

Donations $1,726 00 

Legacies i4>03i 00 

Emigrants toward cost of passage 433 45 

For common schools in Liberia i»4i8 40 

Interest 1,584 44 

Other sources 1,723 14 

Receipts 20,916 43 

Balance ist January, 1887 5,832 67 

Making available 36,749 ^^ 

The disbursements have been 18,499 19 

Balance 31st December, 1887 1^8,249 91 

EMIGRATION. 

One hundred and twenty-four persons have been given passage 
by the bark "Monrovia," from New York, viz.: March 5, (51), for 
Cape Palmas; July 20, (2), for Brewerviile, and December 3, (71). for 
Cape Mount. Nearly all of these were in families of character, intelli- 
gent and industrious, who were influenced to remove to Liberia by 
information from relatives and friends who had preceded them. One 
was from New York City ; two from Norfolk, Va. ; one from New 
Berne, N. C. ; three from Raleigh, N. C. ; thirty- seven from Charlotte, 
N. C. ; fifteen from Fort Mill, S. C. ; ten from Gainesville, Florida ; 
eight from Helena, Ark.; and forty-seven from Muscogee, Indian 
Territory. Seventy-one are twelve years old and over; forty-four 
are between two and twelve, and nine are less than two years of age. 
Fifty-two were reported as communicants in Evangelical Churches. 
Of the adult males twenty-five are farmers, two are teachers, and one 
each a carpenter, painter, blacksmith and shoemaker, and one a 
licensed minister of the gospel. 

A number of Liberians joyfully returned to their homes on each 
voyage of the " Monrovia;"— prominent among whom may be named, 
the widow and five children of Ex-President Payne, Prof. Martin H. 
Freeman, and the wife, daughter and grandchild of the Rev. Dr. 
Blyden. 
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Letters from Liberia state "The new arrivals are doing well;" 
"Those who came by the 'Azor,* and located at Royesville and Burns- 
ville, are succeding admirably;" ".The recent additions to Cape 
Palraas are mostly contented and happy in their own homes and on 
their own lands, and are rejoicing in their improved condition and 
surroundings;" " They are a good class of people and promise to 
prove adequate to the task of helping to build up the Republic." 

An intelligent emigrant writes : • -" I thank God we were enabled 
to reach Cape Palmas December 24th, and were taken ashore the 
following day. All my company of ninety -seven persons landed in 
very good health. We are well pleased with our new homes, and if 
I keep the mind I now have I will never return to America to live. I 
find everything here just as represented— jacks, hogs, ox carts, Ac. 
We like our ration arrangements also. The lands are rich indeed. 
Please do all you can to send out emigrants next winter." 

Attention is invited to the fact that the last company of emi- 
grants was dispatched to Cape Mount, the northwestern portion of 
the Republic, a region ot which it is said that "there is nothing 
wanted but men. means, and enterprise, to make it one of the most 
flourishing commercial ports in Western Africa." The great high- 
way from that part of the coast to the Valley of the Niger, passing 
through a rich and salubrious country, has its outlet at Cape Mount. 
It is expected that this company will occupy the fertile lands on the 
river or on the magnificent lake not far from the settlement. 

Constant applications are received from other parts of the Re- 
public for immigrants. It is probable that the Sprmg expedition will 
be sent to Sinoe, and that in the Fall to Bassa. 

Emigration to Liberia every year under the auspices of the 
American Colonization Society has been uninterrupted for the past 
sixty-seven years. Those now reported make the number sent since 
the civil war to be 4024. and a total from the beginning of 16,022, 
exclusive of 5722 recaptured Africans which it induced and enabled 
the Government of the United States to settle in Liberia, making a 
grand total of 21,744 persons to whom the Society has given homes 
in Africa. 

APPLICATIONS. 

The people of color are loud in their appeals for help to reach 
the land of their fathers. The Society received during the year one 
hundred and eighteen new applications for passage to Liberia, and a 
much larger number of appeals from former applicants for aid. All 
these are purely voluntary and spontaneous. 

In many instances the names and ages of applicants for emigra- 
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tion are furnished, but in the majority of cases a very general state- 
ment of numbers is alone given. The following quotations from the 
letters of recent correspondents, with the names ot the places from 
which they wrote, show that it is not possible to give in figures the 
number of those seeking the Society's assistance : 

Sandifer^ /V. C, the better class of people; WolfsvilU, N. Ca 
fifreatmany; Valdosta, Geo., a colony; Orlanda, /7^., thirty-five or 
forty families; Gainesville, Fla., a company; Sturgis, Miss,, many 
people ; Newton, Miss., more than five thousand citizens ; Houston, 
Texas, sogie parties ; Galveston, Texas, a crowd ; Trinity, Texas, two 
or three thousand persons ; Conway, Ark., a large number of people ; 
Van Buren, Ark , a society ; Memphis, Tenn , quite a number ; Chat- 
tanoo^a, Tenn., several families; Makanda, III., a great many; 
Carthage, Mo., several colored persons ; Kingman, Kan., lots of 
people; Niota, Kan., twelve men of us and our families ; Muscgogee, 
Indian Territory, a large number of families. 

The desire of the Negroes for emigration to the fatherland is 
sometimes said to be exaggerated by Colonizationists ; but the South- 
western Christian Advocate, edited by the Rev. Marshall W. Taylor. 
D. D., lately contained the following : "Shall we go to Africa or not'? 
This is the question as it is not infrequently put to the editor of this 
paper by men who are ready to go to their fatherland. They want 
intelligent direction and quiet counsel, such as in most cases colored 
men are unable to obtain, since among us the most of our public- 
spirited like to be seen and heard in all they do. But Africa; shall 
Negroes of this country go there.-* Let the inferior masses remain 
here, wards of America, and if they wish to do so, let them drink 
up the blood of the various nationalities as a solution of the Negro 
problem. But our professional men, women, and families of chardc- 
acter and money ; let those who can do anything to produce some- 
thing for his neighbors to consume, apply and carry along every art 
with the religion of civilization to that country. What, then, shall 
we go to Africa.'^ Yes, if we are so situated that by going we can do 
something better for Africa than add to her pauper population." 

Among the petitions submitted to Congress during the past 
session praying for an appropriation of one hundred dollars apiece 
to enable them to go to Liberia was one, as stated by the Senator 
who presented it, " from a committee of colored men who say they 
represent five thousand people." 

And there recently appeared in The Church at Home and Abroad 
the following from Rev. H. N. Payne, Field Secretary of the Presby- 
terian Board for Freed men: "Much as the colored people arc 
attached to the places where they grow up, thousands of them would 
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gladly go to Arkansas, to Texas, or to any othtr place where they 
would better their condition ; but they cannot raise the money to 
emigrate, and must stay and suffer where they are." 

This is disinterested testimony, put not half as strongly as the 
facts warrant. The "any other place" is Africa ; and if these hapless 
creatures do not name Africa in the utterance of their tearful long- 
ings, it is because thousands do not dream that there is any possi- 
bility of ever getting to that Continent. 

LIBERIA. 

The prospects of Liberia are brightening. Hon. C. T. O. King 
Mayor of Monrovia, writes as follows : 

** Religious.— Tht several denominations are moving on the even 
tenor of their way. The Liberia Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copol Church held its annual session in Clay-Ashland, February 3-7, 
Bishop William Taylor presiding. The statistics are : 21 traveling 
preachers, 56 local preachers, 2,628 full members, 361 probationers, 
23 churches valued at $25,755 ; 37 Sunday-school*, with 371 officers 
and teachers, and 2,371 scholars. The collections durinj^: the last 
year were $400 fpr missions and 11,524 for ministerial support. 
Bishop Taylor, after inaugurating his great work on the Congo, is 
now turning his attention to Liberia, with the aim and desire of 
operating from that Republic as a base to the heart of Nigritia. 

"The Baptist Convention reports 31 churches, 23 licensed minis- 
ters, and some 2,000 communicants. It has established a mission at 
Zodakie, eight miles from the nearest American settlement, where it 
owns five hundred acres of land and two buildings. Here is located 
the Rick's Institute for the education of native youth, named in 
honor of Mr. Moses U. Ricks, a well-to-do coffee planter at Clay- 
Ashland, and a contributor of $500 cash to the school. 

"The Episcopalians are in good condition at Cape Palmas> but 
elsewhere they are not making much progress, owing to the scarcity 
of clergymen. The value of their efforts among the Greboes has 
jast been demonstrated by the Christian converts during the rebel- 
lion at Cavalla, some seventy of whom, with their native rectorj Rev. 
' M. P. Valentine, preferred to leave their kindred, homes and piop- 
erty at that place, and start life anew among the American settlers 
at Cape Palmas, rather than unite with their heathen .brethren in 
resistance to the Government of Liberia. 

"The Schools of the American Colonization Society at Arthing- 
ton and Brewervillecontinue to be patronized by those for whom 
they are intended, and they are proving a valuable help to the rising 
generation of those growing settlements. I recommend that the 
Society establish a primary school at Cape Mount, 
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"Agriculture, especially in this (Montserrado) county, is in a 
flourishing state. The coffee crop is large this season —our planters 
being stimulated to renewed energy by the advance last year in the 
selling price of the berry abroad. It would astonish and gratify any 
one to visit the St. Paul's river and see how the heavy forests have 
been made to give way to substantial buildings and coffee planta- 
tions, with rice, vegetables and fruits in their season. Through the 
thoughtful generosity of Hon. Henry M. Schieffclin in supplying 
neat wire for fencing, a number of our farmers are increasing their 
stock of cattle. I saw a few days ago at Brewerville. Mr. Howell 
Tyler utilizing African oxen in ploughing his land." 

JUBILEE. 

Eighteen Hundred and Eighty-Seven was a year of Centenaries 
and Jubilee?. The centennial of the signing of the Constitution of 
the United States was observed, and Queen Victoria cel- 
ebrated the fiftieth year of her reign. Sierra Leone rejoiced over 
the centennary of her existence, and the African Methodist Episcopal 
Chufch the centennary of its foundation : while President Cleveland 
of tlie United States and President Johnson of Liberia celebrated the 
Jubilee of their birth. It seemed to have been a year providentially 
appointed for retrospect. To millions it suggested a review of the 
past. The American and British nations hs^ve looked back upon 
their history, and, in doing so, the history of the whole world passed 
before them. 

The Jubilee of the Secretary of the American Colonization So- 
ciety suggests a review of the events which have transpired bearing 
upon the work of African Colonization and Liberia, 

When the Secretary, October 17, 1837. became connected with 
Colonization, the Society was twenty years old. Nearly all the orig- 
inal founders of the Society and of Liberia were living and active. In 
Africa the colonists had obtained a permanent foothold, having been 
fifteen years in occupation. 

The question ot the outlet of the Niger had jqst been settled by 
the Landers: but the grand results of modern exploration in Africa 
h^^ not yet been achieved: therefore, as an officer ot a Society whose 
operations were in Africa, the Secretary has had the opportunity of 
watching closely and f allowing with practical interest, the whole se- 
ries of brilliant explorations witnessed by the present generation. 
He has seen the large blank spaces which confronted him on the 
map of Africa u\ the office in Philadelphia, in 1837, gradually filled 
up, until now the Continent seems alive with a busy, stirring popula- 
tion, with rivers and lakes, with cities and manufactories, with agri- 
culture and commerce. 
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In 1837, the Colony of Liberia existed in separate settlements un- 
der different administrations, independent of and unconnected with 
each other, responsible to different organizations in this country: viz: 
Monrovia and its adjacent settlements were under the American or 
Parent Society: Bassa Cove and Edina under the Pennsylvania and 
New York Societies; Cape Pal mas under the Maryland State Society, 
and Sinoe, just established, under the Mississippi Society. 

This condition of things threatened to be fruitful of serious evils to 
the young colonies: and warnings from Africa made a deep impression 
upon the friends of Colonization generally and especially those re- 
sponsible for the management of the several Societies. They felt 
the importance of uniting the settlements under one central Govern- 
ment. Much diversity of opinion prevailed as to the best means oi 
accomplishing the object. These who preferred united action in Li- 
beria, finding their views sustained by many of the most talented and 
experienced of the settlers, and others who had been Agents and 
Governors of the colonists, proposed a Convention of Delegates from 
the American Colonization Society, the New York and Pennsylvania 
Colonization Societies and the Maryland State Colonization Society; 
which was held in Philadelphia, September, 25, 1838. At the Conven- 
tion a genera] form of union was discussed and a Committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare apian, to be submitted to the several Societies 
for their consideration. At the Annual Meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the American Colonization Society, held in Washington 
City, January 5, 1839. a Constitution for the United Colonies, under 
the name and style of the Commonwealth of Liberia was adopt- 
ed: and Thomas Buchanan Esq , of Philadelphia, Pa., was appointed 
Governor. Mr. Buchanan had resided about a year in Liberia as 
Governor of Bassa Cove, where he was beloved by the colonists and 
lespected by the native Kings. It was believed that a more compe- 
tent man could not be found to preside over the interests of Liberia 
and carry into operation the provisions of the new Constitution. 

Governor Buchanan was the first and last white Governor of the 
Commonwealth, and the last white man who presided over the affairs 
of Liberia. He died, after nearly three years of hard labor, Septem* 
ber 3. 1841, and was succeeded in the office of Governor by Mr- 
Joseph Jenkins Roberts, an emigrant from Virginia of twelve years 
residence in the country. After six years of successful administra- 
tion of their own affairs, the people, in Convention assembled, July 
26, 1847, constituted and declared themselves a ''free; sovereign and 
independent State.- by the name and title of the Republic of Libe- 
ria." 
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Cape Palmas or *' Maryland in Liberia" — the colony of the Mary- 
land State Colonization Society — continued its separate existence 
under the faithful auspices of that Society until 1854, when it became 
a free and independent nation by the name of the State of Maryland 
in Liberia. In .1857, the State entered the Republic proper as the 
County of Maryland in Liberia. 

The next events of importance affecting Colonization and Liberia 
were the emancipation of the slaves in the United States, and the 
recognition of the Independence of Liberia by the Government of 
the United States. 

January 21, 1864, the Secretary was unanimously elected by the 
Board of Directors at Washington City to take the place of the Rev. 
R. R. Gurley as Corresponding Secretary of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. Mr. Gurley had been relieved from the cares and duties 
of that office and assigned an honorary relation in connection with 
the Society. President Warner, Liberia's third President, had just 
been inaugurated for his first term. 

In 1865, a new departure was taken by the Society in sending 
emigrants to Liberiifrom beyond the limits of the United States. 
Three hundred and forty-six persons were senr. by the Society from 
Barbadoes, W. I., to Monrovia:— a step whose wisdom has been 
abundantly vindicated by the valuable agricultural and other improve- 
ments introduced by them into the Republic. 

In 1867, the Society celebrated its Semi-Centennial Anniversary. 
In 1873, by the death of the Rev. William McLain D. D., the offices 
of Financial Secretary and Treasurer devolved upon the Secretary. 
In 1874. he was appointed Consul General of the Republic of Liberia 
for the United States. 

The removal of the Secretary from Philadelphia to Washington 
was coincident with a very important era in the Society's work. The 
abolition of slavery had produced new conditions in the whole field of 
its operationb in America, and it appeared before the world under a 
new aspect. It could no longer be charged with the guilt of render- 
ing slavery more secure by deporting the restless and discontented 
among the slaves. The raison cf etre of the Anti-Slavery Society, 
which had been its professional antagonist and accuser, having ceased, 
that organ'zation passed away. But when its work was done, the 
work of the American Colonization Society assumed larger and more 
serious proportions. As might have been expected, and as was foreseen 
by the founders of the Society, the coming of liberty to the millions 
in the South brought the general desire for exodus from the house of 
bondage. Applications to the Society for passage to Liberia multi- 
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plied and continue to multiply. The great mass of the Negro popu- 
lation of America, whatever may be said to the contrary, cling with a 
restless and irrepressible longing to the land of their fathers. While 
the learned Negroes hesitate and the colored gentlemen argue, the 
mass of Africa's descendants are calling for the means of egress from 
the country of their exile. 

But the ability of the Society to answer the earnest calls of the 
weary exiles diminished, on the arrival of emancipation, in proportion 
to their number, and the conditions of the Society's work were modifi- 
ed and new methods had to be adopted. The pressure still continues. 

In looking back upon the fifty years' work of the Society, the 
Secretary cannot have one moments' misgivings as to the methods and 
line of policy pursued. He believes, and has through all his active 
life believed, in the grandeur and practicability ot the Colonization 
scheme. If he has any — the slightest — cause for regret it will be that, 
hampered in its financial resources, the Society has not been able to 
carry out in its operations every detail of its policy—to adhere more 
closely to the letter and spirit of its fundamental principles. 

The Secretary feels that though devoting his energies to 
the building up of a Christian Nation of Negroes in West Af- 
rica, he has been lending a hand, through the only available agency 
to help forward the regeneration of a Continent and the intellectual 
and moral progress of a race: and that for Africa, not all the discov- 
eries of the last century have been so important as the founding of 
The American Colonization Society. 

hon. peter parker, m. d. 

Since the foregoing was prepared, the Society has been called to 
sorrow over the departure from earth of the senior member of the 
Executive Committee. That body, at a special meeting held January 
1-2, 1888, adopted the following minute:— 

** Resolved, That the Executive Committee hereby record ;heir deep 
sense of the loss they have sustained in the death of their late belov- 
ed associate, Hon. Peter Parker, M. D. They recall with gratitude 
and admiration his twenty-eight years faithful service in the cause of 
African Colonization, his unwearied diligence, his unvarying courtesy, 
his wise counsels, and the gentle suavity of tone and manner which so 
truly indicated the Christian kindness and sympathy of his heart. 

Besolved, That in heartfelt sympthy the foregoing be communi- 
cated to the bereaved widow and son of our venerated friend," 
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MINUTES OF THE SOCIETY. 



Washington, D.C, January 15, 1888. 

The American Colonization Society celebrated its Seventy 
First Anniversary in the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D. C, On Sunday evening, January 15, 1888. 

The services were conducted by Rev. W. A. Bartlett, D. D., pas- 
tor of the church, who also presented the Seventy-First Annual Re- 
port of the Society, stating that a printed abstract of the Report 
had been distributed in the pews. 

The Annual Discourse was delivered by Rev. J. Aspinwall 
Hodge, D. D., of Hartford, Conn., on the text, Psalm 67, 4 : *' Oh, let 
the nations be glad and sing for joy, for Thou shall judge the people 
righteously and govern the nations upon earth." 

The benediction was pronounced by Rev. Dr. Hodge. 



Colonization Rooms. January 17, 1888. 

The Annual Meeting of The American Colonization Society 
was held to-day at 3 o'clock p.m., in the roons'of the Society. 

In the absence of the President, Rev. William. E. S2I e xk, D. D., 
senior Vice-President in attendance, presided. 

The Minutes of the Anniversary meeting on the 15th inst. were 
read, and with the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of January 18, 
1887, were approved. 

Rev. Dr. Thomas G. Addison and Dr. William W. Godding were 
appointed a Committee to nominate the President and Vice-Presi- 
dents for the ensuing year. 

On motion of Hon. Charles C. Nott, it was 

Resohedf That the Society gratefully acknowledges the able, eloquent and 
fearless presentation of the cause of African Colonization by the Rev. J. Aspinwall 
Hodge, D. D., in his address before the Society in the city of Washington on its 
Seventy- First Anniversary; and that a copy of the Address be requested for publi- 
cation. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to the Pastor, Trustees, 
and Congregation of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in the city ol 
Washington, for the use of that church on the occasion of the Seventy-First Anni- 
ersary of the Society. 
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Rev. Dr. Addison, Chairman of the Committee on Nominations 
read a report, recommending the re-election of the present President 
and Vice-Presidents, and the election of Hon. William, Strong of 
the District of Columbia, Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. D., of Connecti- 
cut, and Arthur M. Burton, Esq., of Pennsylvania, as additional Vice- 
Presidents, as follows : 

PRESIDENT, 
1853. HON. JOHN H. B. LATROBE. 



VICE-PRESIDENTS. 



if 38. Hon. Henry A. Foster, N. Y. 
ipsi. Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 
1851. Hon. Frederick P Sianton, Va. 
1859. Hon. Henry M. Schieffelin, N. Y. 

1866. Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wisconsin. 

1867. Samuel A. Crozer, E^q., Pa. 

1870. Robert Arthinfton, Esq., England. 
187a. Harvey Lindsly, M. D.,LL. D., D.C. 
1874. Rev. Bishop R.S. Foster, D.D., Mass. 

1874. Rt Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, D. D., O. 

1875. Rt. Rev. M.A.De W.Howc, D.D., Pa. 

1875. Samuel K. Wilson, Esq., N. J. 

1876. Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1876. Rev. H.M. Turner, D.D., LL. D., Ga. 

1877. Prest. E. G. Robinson, LL. D., R. I* 
1877. Rev. Wil iam E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 



1878. Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 
1878. Admiral Robert W. Shufeldt, U. S. N. 
x88o. Francis T. King, Esq., Maryland. 

1880. Rev.Samuel D. Alexander, D. D., N.Y. 

1881. Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D.,CoL 
i88a. Henry G. Marquand, Esq., N. Y. 
1884. Rev. George D. Boardman, D.D., Pa. 
1884. Rev.Ri&hopE.G.Andrews,D.D.,D.C. 
1884. Rev.Edw*d W.Blyden, D.D., Liberia. 
1884. Rev. Otis H. Tiffany, D. D., Pa. 
•.884. Rt. Rev. Henry C.Potter, D.D., N. Y. 
i<:86. Hon. Alexander B. Hagner. D. C. 

1887. Hon. Robert S. Green, N. J. 

1888. Hon. William Strong, D. C. 

s888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D, D., Ct. 
1888. Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Pa. 



The figure before each name indicate the year of first election* 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Rtsolved, That the Report be accepted and approved, and that the Society- 
elect the officers nominated by the Committee. 

On motion, Adjourned. 

Wm. Coppinger, Secretary. 



MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS- 



Washington. D. C. January 17. 1888. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization 
Society met this day at 12 o'clock m. in the rooms of the Society, 
No. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue. N. W.. Washingten. D. C. 

In the absence of Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, President of the 
Society. Dr. Charles H. Nichols was chosen to preside. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D. 

Mr. William Coppinger was appointed Secretary of the Board. 

The unprinted portions of the minutes of the last meetings 
January 18 and 19. 1887, were read, and the minutes were approved. 

Rev. Dr. Schenck and Messrs. Davidson and Emley were appoint- 
ed a Committee on Credentials; and they retired and subsequently 
reported through their Chairman, the following named Delegates 
appointed for the year 1888 : 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society.— Robert B. Davidson, 
Esq.. Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D.. Arthur M. Burton, Esq., 
Gilbert Emley. Esq. 

The following Directors were stated to be m attendance : t 

Directors for Life.— Dr. Charles H. Nichols, Right Rev. 
Henry C. Potter. D. D. 

Executive Committee.— Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison. D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, 
D. D.. Dr. William W. Godding. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Hesoivedy That the Report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted and 
approved, and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy- First Annua! Re- 
port ot the American Colonization Society. 
Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resoh*ed^ That the Annual Report be approved, and referred to the Standing 
Committees according to its several topics. 

The Secretary presented and read the Statement of the Executive 
Committee for the past year aad accompanying papers. Also a I'st 
of property of the Society, and a Statement of receipts by States in 
the yeair 1887. 
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The Treasurer presented and read his Annual Report of receipts 
and disbursements, with the certificate of audit. 
Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved^ That the Statement of the Executive Committee and the Treasurer** 
Report for the year 1887, with the accompanying Annual and other papers, be 
accepted, and that so much of them as relate to Foreign Relations, Finance, Aux- 
iliary Societies, Agencies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be referred to 
the several Standing Committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 

The Chairman appointed the Standi Nc; Committees, as fol- 
lows : 

CO.MMITTEE ON FOREI(;X RELAI'IONS AND ON EDUCATION.— 

Hon. Charles C. Nott, Right Rev. Henry C. Potter. D. D.. Robert B. 
Davidson, Esq. 

Committee on Finance and on' Accounts. — Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq , Robert B. Davidson, Esq , Rev. William E. Scbenck. D. D. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies.— 
Rev. Thomas G. Addison. D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D.. Gil- 
bert Em ley, Esq. 

Committee on Emigration.— Arthur M. Burton. Esq.. Rev. 
William E. Schenck, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding. 

On motion of Mr. Emley, it was 

Resolved^ That a Committee be appointed to nominate the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Secretary and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Emley, Judge Nott, and Rev. Dr. Schenck, were appointed 
the Committee. 

Letters were read from the following named Directors presenting 
excuse for absence : Rev. G. W. Samson, D. D.. January 10; Kcv. 
Edward W. Appleton, D. D.. January 1 1 ; Rev. William H. Steele. 
D. D , January 13 : and Dr. fames Hall. January 14; and from Hon. 
John H. B. Latrobe, President. January 20. 

On motion it was 

Resolved^ That the Board do now adjourn to meet in these rooms at 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned. 



Washington, D. C, Jiinuary 18, 1888. 

The Board ok Directors met this morning at 10 o'clock in 
the rooms of the Society, Dr. Nichols in the chair. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Schenck. 
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The minutes of yesterda} 's meeting were read and approved. 

Judge Nott, Chairman ol the Standing Committee on Foreign 
I^elaiions and on Education, reported thdt no business had been re- 
ferred to them calling for a report. 

Whereupon* on motion, it was 
Resolved y that the report be accepted and approved. 

Mr. Davidson, from the Standing Committee on Finance and on 
Accounts, presented the following reports; which were read, and on 
motion they were accepted and approved : 

The Standing Committee 011 Finance respectfully report, that they have 
-examined the Securities of the Society and find them correctly staled, and in ihe 
possession of the Treasurer. 

The Stan>iing C^'ommittee on Accounts have examined the Treasurer's 
Account for the year 1887, and the voucher.^ for the expenditures, and find the 
same correct. 

Rev. Dr. Addison, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies, read the following as their 
report; and it was, on motion, accepted and the resolution was 
adopted : 

Wherea«5, The Board of Directors have again and again passed resolutions 
favorableto the establishment of Auxiliary Societies in the dift'erent Slates, and to 
-the employment of Agents to make known the objects of the Socieiy and collect 
funds for its work. Be it 

Resolved, That the Executive Commiilee be urgently requested to carry out, 
"wherever expedient or practicable, the policy so often and emphatically endorsed 
by this Body : 

Dr. Godding, from the Standing Committee on Emigration, read 
the following report: and it was, on motion, accepted and approved : 

The awakened interest throughout Christendom in the development of the 
Continent of Africa, the large number of applicants for aid to emigrate thither, 
and the preset financial resources of the iSociety would seem to justify the expect- 
ation that the present year would witness the embarkation of a goodly number of 
colonists under the auspices of the American Colonization Society, to aid in the 
great work of Christianizing and civilizing Africa. 

This is pre-eminently the work for which the Society was organized, and 
believing that it is also the Master's work, and that under Providence emigration 
has in all ages been a highly important meanN whereby the civilization of the 
world has been developed and extended, yoiir Committee offer the following 
suggestions as pertinent to the subject. 

Since these emigrants go to make themselves a country and a home on the 
virgin soil of a new world, to aid in creating communities in what relatively 
speaking is still the wilderness, to bring schools to barbarism, to plant the cross 
among the idols of paganism and the tents of Islam, to help maintain the institu- 
tions of a free government among a people apparently needing to be tauglt 
the first principles of finance and political economy; and since the number of per- 
sons who can receive aid to emigrate at the hands of this Society is necessarily 
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limited, we respectfully submit for the consideration of the Executive Committee, 
whether in selecting persons who are to be aided in emigrating by the funds of 
the Society, preference should not be given to Christian young men and women of 
African blood who are in the full vigor of life, and who by their education and 
talents would be capable of organizing here in America a community of their 
own with the churches, schools and industries necessary to its successful main- 
tenance and growth. 

That they further consider whether it would not be well in each company 
sent out, that some organization should be attempted so that each band should go 
equipped as a distinct colony with its artizans, its agriculturists, its teachers and its 
ministers of Christ, electing its officers and making to itstU a community of interests^ 
with the laws and regulations governing that community. Might not such a 
company, properly officered with men of the right stamp, landing on a new shore, 
be capable, like the Mayflower of old, of founding there an empire for itself? 

Mr. Emley, Chairman of the Special Committee on Nominations* 
read a report, recommending the election of the following officers : 

Secretary and Treasurer.— William Coppinger. Esq. 

EXECUTVE Committee.— Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, 
D. D., Justice William Strong. Dr. William W. Godding, and Rev. 
Adoniram J. Huntington, D. D. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved ^ That the report be accepted and approved, and that the Board- 
elect the officers nominated by the Committee. . 

On motion, it was 

Resolved^ That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Executive- 
Committee for publication. 

On motion it was 

Resolved^ That the Board greatly miss the presence and counsels of its honored 
President on this occasion, and tender to him our hearty good wishes for contin- 
ued health and usefulness. . 

Rev. Dr. Addison offered prayer, and the Board, on motion,, 
adjourned. 

Wm. Coppinger, Secretary. 
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ACT OP INCORPORATION 



or xBi 



AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



♦•^' 



An Aot of the Legislature of Maryland, passed March 22, 1887, entitled 
*^ An Act to Incorporate the American Colonization Society/" 

Whekcas, bj (in Act of the General Aasembly of HaryUnd, entitled **Anaei to InoorporaU 
Vi€ American CtlcnUation Socv-ty" paired at December eeuion, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
ooa, cliapter one hundred and eighty-nine, the stiid Society was Incorporated with certain 
powera: And whereas it is represented to tliis General Assembly that the rights and interests 
of said Society have been materially .injured, and are likely to suffer further injury, by certain 
alleged omissions on the part of said Society to gi?e efficiency to said Act: Therefore— 

Sectiok 1. B€ it enacfad by the Ofveral Assembly of Maryland, That John C. Ilerberf, Daniel 
MnrrJi.T, Jo«oph Kent, Kzekiel F. Chambers, Daniel Jenifer, Georpe C. Washlncton, Virgil 
Mnxcy, Znrclieu* Collins Lee, Alexander Kondall, Francis 8. Key, Walter Jonw, Ralph R Gnr- 
lev, nnd l^'illmm W. Fenfon, of tho Society csilled tlie American Society lor Colonizing the free 
p<^ple of color of the United StHfefi, and tb<-ir RiicceMors, fopether with such otht^s elected 
and qiMlifle<l, as the present or fntnre Con«lifiition. by-lnwra, ordinances or repiIationH of SHJd 
Society, do or uliall lieienfrer preBcribf, Khali be, and they are hereby created and declared to 
b*». a bodv politic nnd corporate, ly the name, ntyle, and title of The American Colonization 
SVK-iery. and »»y that name eball havo perpetual sncceeBion, nnd 8hall be alile to sue and be 
sued, tn plead and be impb-aded. in any conrt of law or equitr in this State, hnd may have 
and use a common seal, and tho eaniu may dt>iitroy, alter, or renew at pleasnre, and shall hare 
pn\rer to purcbaso, have, and eigoy, to tliiu! and their succcH.sors, in fee or otherwiae, any land, 
t^nonienta, or beredltaments. by the pift, bargain, snle. devise, or other act of any peiuon or 
persona, body politic or corporate wbatKocvcr; to take and receive any sum or sums of money, 
l^iodd or chu'tfolfl, that shall be given, sold, or bequeathed to them in any manner whataoover; 
to otcujiy, Uhe, and enjoy, or n^ll, tnuiKler, or otberwii<e dinpose of, according to the by-laws 
and oviiin-imes repnlating the Bame. now or hereafter to bo prescribed, all fuch lands, tene- 
mf-ntn. or iiereditamont.s, mi ii«'y, goods, or cbntfels, as they fbnll determine to be mogt condu- 
cive to the c-olonizing, with their own connent. in Africa, of the free people of color residing in 
the UniW'd States, and for no other iihph or pnri>os«'8 whnt«oefer; ami an noon after the passage 
of tlii<< art art may he convenient, t-o elect purli oflicers as they or a majority of them pres-nt may 
d<»*»n) proper, and to make and ordaiii mch ("onsiiiiition. by-laws, ordinatire^, and regnlations 
nsJ may be netCMsary for tbn organization of thr Bi:id Society ; and to repeal, alter, or amend the 
itaiue; to prescribe the times of meeting, th« qnnlificati«)n« nnd terms of meniberfilifp, and to 
do al' sucli other acta and deeds an they nhall deem neceawiry for regnlatln«3: and miinacing the 
c<»n<: riiB of tlie aald l.ody corporate: Prcvidfjl^ hnvocvfr^ timtthe Confititiiiionand laws of this 
State and of tho United Stuti.4ii, uud thia a..« of Aiweiubly, be not violated thereby. 

Sec 2. And he U enacted, That for the object aforesaid all property, real, personal, and 

mixed, wh'ther in action or po* ussion, and all rij^hts, credits, and tiemaudd. owned, held, or 
clHtmed. liefori' this n^-t, by tho said Sorbty, and all Hucb property, rights, credit<i, and demands 
Kji, weio it not tor this net, mipht hereafter l>e owned, bfld, or claimed hy tho said Si»ciefy, uhall 
vv'at, and are hereby declared to ve«t. in the said body corpontn and it*" Rucceasors as fnlly and 
effe- luaUy aa lUcy have or could have vesled in tho Buid Society ; and also that the said body 
cor;»o!ate. and its nucc'-ssors, are lieroby d'-elarcd to be as completely and etrHCinally liable and 
r«»*'po'"i»1Me for all debts, demands, and cluima due now, or which would hereafter bo due, by 
th«* Miid Society, if this act of incorporation had not been granted, as the said Society is now or 
would heroailer Lm» so liable and responsible for. 

Sec. 3. Atid fj« it enact^'d, Thrxt tho ?ald body corporate, and Its successors, ehttll forever be 
Iijc*«p.tble of hoMing in fee or less estate, real property in the United State*", tho yearly value 
of vvhich exceeds tiio sum of thirty thousand dollaoj, or the yearly value of so much thereof as 
maj' bo iu this State ezcoeds the sum of live thousand dollars. 

Ssc. 4. And be it enar ifd^ That tlie act hereinbefore mentioned of the General Assembly of 
MaOl>ind, chapter one hundred and eighty-nine of Decem her session, eisrh teen hundred and 
thirty, be and tho siano is bcre'»y repealed : &iving and reserving, tioiocver^ Ut the personn In- 
<H>rx>^rated by i^ald act, and to tho American Colonization Society, all the ri;;iitH and powers 
conf'«*rred by said act, so far as the samo may bo necep^ary for the rec -very, ]>■ h.s<>«f.ion, boMing, 
or «'nJ'>yTn«'t»t of any property, real, personal, or mixed, chop's In fiction or lranclii?e of nny de- 
ecnpiion whatsoever, which may have been heretofore given, granted, dovlwd, or beqiieath«»d 
to or oth<>rwise acquired by tho said persons, or unj of Ihcm, or to or by the American Coloui- 
cation Society. 

Fzc. S. And he & tnadedf That this act, and the powers end privileges granted thereby, may 
be at any time repealed, modified, amended, or changed at the.dicicrotioQ, ol the Geiierai 
Aoeemblv. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OK THB 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



Organized y yanuary i, 1817. 



Incorporated,, March aa, 1837. 



Article i. This Society shall be called The American Colonization Society. 

Article 2. The objects of this Society shall be to aid the Clolonizatioa of Africa Dy 
voluntary colored emijfrants from the United States,and to promote there the extension of 
Christianity and civilization. 

Article 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to the funds of the 
Society the sum of one dollar, shall be ^ member of the Society for one year from the time 
of suck payment. Any citizen who shall have paid the sum of thirty dollars, shall be a 
member for life. And any citizen paying the sura of one thousand dollars, shall t>e a Direc- 
tor for life. Forci^rners may be made memb; rs bv a vote of the Society or of the Directors. 

Apticle 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washintfton on the third Tuesday in 
January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. At the aonu^tl meetinar, a 
President and Vice-Presidents shall be chosen, who sha'l perform the duties appropriate 
to those oftices. 

Aktjcle s. There shall be a Board of Directors composed of the Directois for life and 
of Deksrates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each of such Societies shall be entitled to 
one Delejijatc and an addiiional Dcle^'ate for every two hundred dollars pairl into the treasu- 
ry of this Society within the ytur endinq: on the c^ist of December: provided thai no Aux- 
iliary shill be eniitlrrl to more than four D.-lrfrites in any one year. 

AkTiCLK <5' Tlie Board shall aiinual'v appoint one or more Secretaries, a Trea*urcr 
and an lixecuiive Cotrim:tlec of st-ven pt rs-in^; all of whom sh-ill, ex-oj^icii*^ be members of 
the Board. The President of the Society shall also be a Director, ex-officio, and Presi- 
dent of the Poard; but in his absence at any moriiui: a Ckiirinan shall be appoiared to 
preside. 

AwnciF. 7. The Board of Din'ctors sh.ill meet in Washington at twelve o'clock M., on 
the third Tuesday 01 January in each year,and at such other times and places ab it sl^Il ap- 
point, or at the request of tne Kxecutive Committee, and at the request of 3Jiy three of the 
Auxiliary Societies, communicated to the Cor'-t-sponJing Secretary. Seven Directors ihdi: 
form a quorum for the transa:.tioa ot business, 

Akiiclk h. The Kxecutive Comm»ttee siiill nir^t accor'^jn;^ to its own appointment or at 
the call of the Secretary. This Committee shJ.l havcdivTclionary pi.vvcr to tran'^sact t'.ic busi- 
ness of the Society, subject only to suchli.ni,.:i,irMiHa'i areiound in its charter, in this Consii- 
ution, and in the votes tbat have been piss«i,or in ly hereafter be passed, by the Board of 
Directors. The Secretary and Trj.i-ur.^r sii all ;>; rno.noers of ibe Conwu'ww^ t'x-o^,u\ wiLh 
the ri^^'liL to deliberate, but not to vote. The i:om«nittco is authorized to all all vaaacies 
in its own body; to appoint a Secretary or Tre-asurer whenever such oH'ices are vacant; and 
to appoint and direct sucli A^jrr.is as may bo necessary for tJic service of the Society. At 
every annual meeting, the Co.nmittce siiall report ineir dolnj,ni to tiie Society, and to the 
Board of Directors. 

Akticle 9. This Con-^titution may be amended upon a proposition to that effect, miide 
and approved at any meeting of the Board 01 Directors, or made by any of the Auxiliary 
Societies repr(>senicd in the Board of Directors, transmitted to thd Secretary and published 
in the oficial papc*- of the S- cicty thrt.'c morths. ^'.-^ire the annual mccti.ig; provided such 
amendment receive the simction of two-ihirJs of the Board at its next annual meeting 
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FO RM OF BEQUEST. 



I give and bequeath to The American Colonization Society 

the sum of dollars. 

(If the beo'iesi is of personal or real estate so describe it that it 
can be easily indentified). 



EMIGRATION TO Li BERIA. 

So numerous have the applications become, that The American 
Colonization Society will hereafter give the preference, all other 
thincjs beino^ equal, to those who will pay a part of the cost of their 
passa<(e and sottlcmeit in Liberia. Pers")ns wis'iin^ to remove to 
that Republic should make application, c^ivino; their name, a^^e and 
circumstances, ad lress;-d to William Coppin^er, Svicr^-tary and Treas- 
urer, CoU)nizition Ro)m^, Washin.rton. D. C. 



THP. AFRICAN REPOSITORY, 

I Published quarterly by the .Amkkican Colosiz vnoN Sn.:rKTY, is intended 

I to record the Society's proceedings, and all movements for the civilization and 
evangelization of Africa. It is sent, without char^^e,vvhen r.'q leUe I, to the officer^ 
of the Society and of its .Auxiliaries, to life members and to annual contributors of 
ten dollars and upvva"ds to the fumU of the Society. To subscribers it is supplied _; 
i at One Dollar per annum, payal)le in advance. Orders or remittances for it should ,' 
j be sent to WiiLLlAM Copi'INGKr, Secretary and Treasurer, Colonization Rooms. ! 
Washington, D. C. |i 
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SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 



In opening the Seventy- Second Annual Report of The American 
Colonization Society, it is pleasant to record that no vacancy 
occurred by death among the Vice-Presidents, Directors and other 
officers during the past year. 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 

There has been received during the past year $6,176.05. Of this 
amount $929.00 came from donations ; $1,304.34 from legacies; $239.75 
from applicants toward cost of passage ; $418.40 for the support of 
common schools in Liberia; $1,599.56 from interest, and $1,685.00 
from other sources. These amounts, with the balance in the treasury 
at the beginning of the year, $10,749.91, have placed at the disposal of 
the Society $16,925.96. The expenditures of the year have amounted 
to $13,007.60, leaving a balance in the treasury of $3,918.36. 

There has also been received during the year a bequest by Mr. John 
West Mason, late of Newark, Illinois, of $1,000, "to be invested with or 
without additions until the income thence arising shall be suffiient to 
meet the expenses of a pious young man of color, while being educated 
to preach the Gospel among the heathen of Africa ; said income to 
bear the name of Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D." The principal has 
been accordingly invested and additions are invited. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the past year thirty-nine emigrants were sent by the bark 
•* Monrovia," sailed from New York, June 2, for Sinoe, and fifteen by 
the same vessel, sailed from New York, November 3, for Monrovia. 
Of these six were from Boston, Mass. ; one from Washington, D. C. ; 
one from Afton, Va. ; nineteen from Gainesville, Florida ; eight from 
Rochelle, Florida ; one from Ocala, Florida ; nine from Sturgis, Miss.: 
one from Chicago, 111. ; and eight from Wyandotte, Kansas. Thirty 
are twelve years of age and over, seventeen are between twelve and 
two, and seven are less than two years old. Twelve were reported as 
communicants in the Baptist Church, six in the Methodist Church, 
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and one in the Episcopal Church. Of the adults one is an ordained 
minister of the Gospel, one each a teacher, physician, and machinist, 
two are carpenters and eight are farmers. 

They are an industrious and self-reliant class of people, mostly 
influenced to remove by information received direct from acquaint- 
ances in Liberia. A liberal supply of stores and tools, and books and 
stationery accompanied them to aid their settlement and for the sup- 
port of the schools of the Society in that Republic. 

Several causes prevented the embarkation of more ol the accepted 
applicants by the spring expedition ; and the visitation of yellow 
fever and the danger of its introduction on the ship or in Liberia 
seemed to make it wise not to send people from the South during its 
prevalence. This malignant scourge having psssed away the Society 
is arranging and expects to dispatch larger {>arties of people duringthe 
coming spring and autumn. 

Emigration to Liberia every year under the auspices of the 
American Colonization Society has been uninterrupted for the past 
sixty-eight years. Those now reported make the number sent since 
the civil war to be 4,078, and a total from the beginning of 16,076, 
exclusive of 5,722 recaptured Africans which it induced and enabled 
the Government of the United States to settle in Liberia, making a 
grand total of 21,798 persons to whom the Society has given homes in 
Africa. 

Some of the emigrants lately sent to Cape Palmas have removed 
to and settled at Arthington and elsewhere on the St. Paul's river; 
most of those landed January 23d, at Cape Mount, have taken posses- 
sion of their own houses and are reaping crops raised on their own 
lands, and commendable progress has been made by the company that 
reached Sinoe, July 19. 

An intelligent Liberian wrote, September 11: "I was glad to find 
that the stoppage of immigrants to Brewerville has had no other 
effect than to stimulate the settlers. They are now farming in earnest. 
Their coffee plantations are making large and permanent inroads into 
the forest. Bissell, Banks, William Hayes, Batese, Lucas, are among 
I he enterprising ones who are pushing forward the interests of the 
settlement, with an unwavering belief that the country is theirs, and 
that they belong to the country." 

APPLICATIONS. 

The cry of thousands anxious to find a home in the ancestral land 
not only continues but to grow in volume and earnestness. During 
the past year the Society received a greatly increased number of 
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applications for aid, and also several hundred renewed appeals for pas- 
sage and settlement in Liberia. 

As to numbers and the reasons assigned for emigration, the fol- 
lowing extracts from late communications will speak : 

Society Hill, S. C. " Is there any provision made for assisting the 
colored people of the United States in returning to their old home — 
Africa^ I am a minister of the Gospel, a man of family, and I intend 
to leave America. A thousand or more persons wish to start with 
me if they can get passage. My people are convinced that this is a 
white man's country, and they want to go home. Will you help us ?" 
Palm Beach, Florida. " I desire to know what are the sawable 
timbers of Liberia as I desire to take with me a mill and fixtures for 
sawing timber. One hundred and thirty six good families want to 
go with me. They comprise men of all trades, including experienced 
farmers. Our object is to form a settlement of our own, and thus lead 
to success in Liberia." 

Greenville, Miss. ** A society of thirty members wanting to go to 
a country of our own." 

New Orleans, La. " Six hundred very anxious to go to Liberia.'' 
Foster, Texas. " Two thousand families preparing for Africa." 
Magnolia ^ Ark. " Three thousand persons want passage." 
Great Bend, Kansas. " Two hundred families getting ready, a 
few of whom are able to pay part of their expenses on the ship." 

Goldsboro, N, C. ** I am greatly interested in the redemption of 
Africa, because, first, it is my fatherland, and second, the labors of 
the American Negro are greatly needed there. I pray God that He 
may continue to bless abundantly the work of the American Coloniz- 
ation Society;" 

LIBERIA. 

Sir Samuel Rowe, K. C. C. G., Governor of Sierra Leone and 
British Consul for Liberia, arrived at Monrovia, April 26, and on the 
following day, at the Executive Mansion, an exchange took place of 
the ratification of the Convention entered into at Sierra Leone, Nov. 
5, 1885, for the settlement of the Liberian North- West boundary. Thus 
a question which had long stood in abeyance was practically and 
pleasantly brought to an end. It is stated that "Governor Rowe 
expressed himself as most agreeably surprised at what he saw at Mon- 
rovia, and in one of his speeches he declared that Liberia was a fixed 
fact, and he based that assertion, he said, on the evidences of progress 
and civilization he beheld on every hand. He made a visit to the 
Kroo village, now occupied by about two thousand Kroomen, and 
jn a short address to them, congratulated them on their loyalty to 
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the Liberian Government, and assured them of the friendly relations 
subsisting between her Majesty's Government and the Republic." 

Bishop William Taylor thus represented the state of his work in 
Liberia and the condition of that Republic, in his Quadrennial report 
to the late General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
viz. : " The Liberian Conference received me with great cordiality, and 
the members have ever since, without exception, manifested a loving. 
filial spirit of co-operation in the work of God. I have presided at 
each of the four sessions of the quadrennium, and have visited a 
majority of circuits and stations. The productive interests of Liberia 
are fairly prosperous. Within ten miles of Monrovia, up the St. 
Paul's river, there are ten steam sugar-cane crushing mills, and 
during the past year more than six hundred thousand pounds of 
coffee have been exported from Monrovia ; but the great depreciation 
of African product values in European markets for several years past, 
caused hard times on all the West and South- West coast of that Con- 
tinent. The Liberians live pretty comfortably and dress well on Sun- 
day, but as a rule have no spare change for church and school pur- 
poses." 

The Liberian correspondent of the Weekly News of Sierra Leone 
says : " The twenty-sixth of July, the anniversary of Liberia's inde- 
pendence, was celebrated at Monrovia in usual style. The oration 
was delivered by Arthur Barclay, Esq. It advocated the speedy 
incorporation of the Aborigines into the body, social and political, 
and was well received. K room en from the Kroo coast are settling 
in large numbers at Monrovia and near the neighboring rivers, 
engaging in trade and agriculture. Some of them at Monrovia sho^ 
considerable enterprise. They are building substantial houses, im- 
porting goods from Europe and pushing trade with the interior. 
Under the guidance and stimulus of the colonists from America they 
are taking their place among the civilized agencies and giving a per- 
manence and force to the work of civilization. The idea of a railway 
to the interior from the coast is much favored here, and it is hoped 
that the enterprise at Sierra Leone will be so completely successful 
as to encourage a similar effort from this point." 

From an account in the News of Sierra Leone of a trip up the 
St. Paul's river, the following two paragraphsare taken : " The morning 
of the 1 8th of June the weather was excedingly inclement, and it con- 
tinued to pour until i P. M. At 3 the party resumed their journey up the 
river. Passing by several coffee and sugar farms, among which were 
those of Hon. R. H. Jackson, Messrs. Cooper & Son, and Mr. Jesse 
Sharp, they reached the plantation of Mr. M. T. De Cou rsey about 
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4, where they were received with courtesy and cordiality by the 
intelligent and enterprising host and amiable hostess. After a few 
minutes' rest the company, led by the energetic proprietor, went out 
to inspect the agricultural operations. The sugar mill was visited, 
where, although they were not at work that day. Mr. De Coursey 
showed the engine and explained the various processes by which 
sugar is made. A walk through the farm revealed extensive areas cov- 
ered with sugar-cane, coffee and cocoa. Mr. De Coursey has erected 
a substantial brick chapel for the religious instruction of his hands, 
who are all aborigines. The building is constructed entirely of native 
material. The brick was made on the bank of the river and the tim- 
ber taken from the neighboring forest. The benches are solid and neat. 
The building is thoroughly furnished and plastered, and the wooden 
portions painted. Every other Sunday a clergyman of the P. Episco- 
pal Church visits the farm to hold regular service. On alternate 
Sundays, Sunday-school is held.* 

" Arthington is about thirty miles from the sea. The money, 
;{|i,ooo sterling, for founding it was given to the American Coloniz- 
ation Society by Mr. Robert Arthington, of Leeds, England. The first 
emigrants from America arrived there in December, 1869, and begun 
their labors in a dense forest. They now have a large town of sub- 
stantial frame houses, extensive coffee farms, fine roads and bridges, 
and are extending their settlement toward the interior. In the family 
of every settler are several aborigines, who work in the farms and 
workshops together. In this way the natives learn the language and 
industries of the settlers. I noticed in all these places that no broken 
English is spoken. As the natives come from the interior they learn 
the language at once and speak it like the settlers. The visitor to 
these settlements and farms must be impressed with the fact that this 
is the most effective way of civilizing and Christianizing Africa : 
teaching the people to work and to supply their necessities and im- 
prove their country according to civilized methods. Liberia is making 
a greater impression upon Africa than at first might be supposed." 

EDUCATION 

The Society's schools, including the Benjamin Coates School 
opened in January at Cape Mount, are reported to be growing in 
numbers and the pupils to be making commendable progress in schol- 
arship. 

* Mr. De Coursey went from Baltimore t3 Liberia under the auspices of the American 
Colooization Society, by the bark Liberia Packet, sailed July 20, 1R51. 
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At a late meeting at Boston of the Trustees of Donations for Edu- 
cation in Liberia, the election of Prof. Martin H. Freeman as President 
of Liberia College was confirmed. The new President spent twelve 
years as a teacher in Avery Institute, Allegheny, Penna., immediately 
preceding his removal to Liberia in 1864, since which he has been 
connected with the College at Monrovia. At the last report there 
were eight students in the College and twenty-six in the Preparatory 
Department. 

THE OUTLOOK. 

The great Powers of Europe arevieing with each other and bring- 
ing into use diplomacy, money, agencies, and even armies and navies 
for commercial enterprise and colonial establishments in Africa. The 
United States has permanently founded, after some seventy years of 
philanthropic endeavor, the Republic of Liberia, possessing the 
attributes of a free and independent nation. But it should be dis- 
tinctly noted that while European emigrants cannot live and flourish 
in the African torrid zone, the United States holds a commanding 
position in having several millions of Negroes adapted to those 
regions, of whom half a million are now seemingly desirous to remove 
to the congenial soil, climate and race of their ancestors. 

Liberia has been appropriately termed the "open door" through 
which to commercialize, civilize, colonize and Christianize the equa- 
torial portions of the "Dark Continent." Soudan, to the east, is 
represented to possess a population of fifty millions, having cities of 
from 10,000 to 100,000 inhabitants, living after a peaceful and some- 
what industrial style, the soil productive and rich in natural values, 
and the climate stimulative to luxuriant growths. To open up this 
region, there is needed direct communication by steamships from this 
country for the carriage of Negro emigrants, and a railroad from 
Liberia to the Niger and Congo valleys, the latter to ultimately cross 
the Continent to the Nile and the Red Sea. It is suggested that 
nowhere could capital be better employed to secure an abundant 
market for the constantly increasing products and manufactures of 
America, than in penetrating this rich portion of Africa. 

The American Colonization Society places the Negro in his own 
country to carve out his own way for himself, for his descendants 
and for his race. Liberia has thus far proved herself able to open the 
way not only for individuals, but for communities of Africans along 
five hundred miles of coast. In this she stands in interesting contrast 
to every other agency for Africa's upbuilding. She is furnishing the 
natural elements — an industrial civilization with its farms and work- 
shops and schools and churches— its bustle and activity and affluence; 
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and has, to-day, under its transforming influencei hundreds and thou- 
sands of native Africans, who are becoming unconsciously, with no 
sudden shock to their prejudices or preconceived notions, the objects 
and promoters of Western ideas — of a social and political condition, 
which is sending out on the right and the left, the leaders of regene- 
ration and reconstruction. 

The American Colonization Society appeals for support in its work 
to Americans. The relations of this country to Africa stand upon a 
somewhat different basis from its relations to India, China, or Japan. 
Americans are debtors to the African Continent in a more practical 
sense than to the Asiatic, and God has g)ven them abundant means 
for discharging the debt. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



Washington, D. C, January 13, 1889. 

The American Colonization Society held its Seventy- Second An- 
niversary this evening in the First Baptist Church, 13th Street near G. 

Services were conducted by Rev. Charles A. Stakely, pastor of the 
Church, who also presented the Seventy-Second Annual Report of the 
Society, stating that an abstract of the same had been printed and 
placed in the pews, 

The Annual Discourse was delivered by Rev. R. M. Luther, D.D.. 
of Philadelphia, Pa., text: Isaiah 24: 12; "Lord, Tliou wilt ordain peace 
for us. for Thou hast wrought all our work in us." 

The benediction was pronounced by Rev. Dr. Luther. 



Colonization Rocms, January 15, 1889. 

The Annual Meeting of The American Colonization Society w:?is 
held to-day at 3 o'clock p, m., in the rooms of the Society. 

In the absence of the President, Arthur M. Burton, Esq., of Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., a Vice President, presided. 

The Minutes of the anniversary meeting on the 13th inst, were 
read, and with the Minutes of the annual meeting, January 17, 1888, 
were approved. 

John Welsh Dulles, Esq., and Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn, were 
appointed a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year: 
and they reported, recommending the re-election of the present 
President and Vice Presidents, as follows :— 

PRESIDENT. 
1853. HON. JOHN H. B. LATROBE 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. 



1838. Hon. Henry A. Foster, N. Y. 
1851. Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ry. 
1851. Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, Va.' 
1859. Hon. Henry M. Schieffclin, N. Y. 

1866. Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 

1867. Samuel A. Crozer, Esq., Pa. 

1870. Robert Arthington, Esq., England. 

1873. Harvey Lindsly, M. D., LL. D., D.C 
3874. Rev. Bishop R.S. Foster, D.D., Mass. 

1874. Rt. Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, D,D.,0. 

1875. Rt. Rev. M. A. DeW. Howe,D.D., Pa. 
18^5. Samuel K. Wilson, Esq., N. J. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D.D., Pa. 

1876. Rev. H.M. Turner, D.D., LL. D.,Ga. 

1877. Prest. E. G. Robinson, LL. D., R. 1. 
1877. Rev. William E, Schenck, D. D., Pa 



1878. Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 
1878. Admiral Robert W. Shufcldt, U.S. N. 
1880. Francis T. King, Esq , Maryland. 

1880. Rcv.Samuel D. AIexander,D.D.,N.Y. 

1881. Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., Col. 
X882. Henry G. Marquand, Esq., N. Y. 
1884, Rev. George D. Board man, D.D., Pa. 
1884. Rev. Bishop E.G. Andrews,D.D.,N.Y. 
1884. Rev. Edw'd W.Blyden.D.D., Liberia. 
1884. Rev. Oiis H. Tiffany, D. D., Pa. 
X884. Rl. Rev.HenryC. Potter, D.D.,N.Y. 
:886. Hon. Alexander B. Hagncr, D.C. 
J887. Hon. Robeit S. Green, N. J. 

1868. Hon. William Strong, D. C. 

i883. Rev. J. Aspinwal! Hodge, D. D., Cl. 

1888. Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Pa. 



The figures before each name indicate the year of tirsi election 
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Whereupon it was 

Resolved^ That the Rqx>rt be accepted and approved, and that the Society 
elect the officers nominated by the Committee. 

On motion, 

Reiohed^ That the Society tenders its warmest thanks to Rev. Robert M. Lu- 
ther, D. D., for his able, opportune and excellent Discourse before the Society on 
Its Seventy-Second Anniversary, and that a copy of the same is hereby requested 
for publication. 

Resohedy That the thanks of the Society is tendered to the Pastor, Deacons 
and Trustees of the First Baptist Church in the city of Washington, for opening 
their Church on the occasion of our Seventy-Second Anniversary. 

On motion, adjourned. 

WM. COPPINGER, 

Secretary. 
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Washington, D. C. January 15, 1889. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization 
Society met this day at 12 o'clock M. in the rooms of the Society. 
No. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 

In the absence of Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, President of the 
Society, Dr. Cbarles H. Nichols was. on motion, invited to preside. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. R. M. Luther, D. D. 

Mr. William Coppinger wasr on motion, appointed Secretary of 
the Board. 

The unprinted portions of the Minutes of the last meeting, Jan- 
uary 17 and 18, 1888, were read, and the Minutes were approved, 
y On motion. 

Resolved ^ That Rev. John Miller, of Princeton, N. J., and Rev. K. M, 
Luther, D. D., of Philadelphia, Pa., are hereby invited to seats iu the Board and 
to participate in its deliberations. 

Dr. Godding, Mr. Fendall, and Judge Nott were appointed a 
Committee on Credentials; and they retired and subsequently report- 
ed, through their chairman, the following named Delegates appointed 
for the year 1889, viz. : 

Pennsylvania Colonization SociETV—Arthur M. Burton, 
Esq, Robert B. Davidson, Esq., Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn, and John 
Welsh Dulles, Esq. 

The following Directors were stated to be also in attendance : 

Life Director— Dr. Charles H. Nichols. 

Executive Committee— Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, 
D. D., Dr. William W. Godding. Rev. A. J. Huntington. D. D.. and 
Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis. 
Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the Report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted and 
approved, and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy-Second Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 
Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report be approved, and referred to the Standing 
Committee according to its several topics. 

The Secretary presented and read the Statement of the Execu- 
tive Committee for the ptast year with accompanying papers, viz. : 
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Statement of property of the Society, and a Table of receipts by Slates 
in the year 1888. 

The Treasurer presented and read his Report of receipts and dis- 
bursements in the year 1888. with the certificate of audit. 
Whereupon it was 

Resohedy That the Statement of the Executive Committee and the Treas- 
rer's Report just read, with the accompanying financial and annual papers, be 
accepted, and that so much of them as relate to Foreign Relations, Finance, 
Auxiliary Societies, Agencies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be referred 
to the several Standing Committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 

The Chairman appointed the Standing Committees, as follows ; 

Committee on Foreign Relations and on Education.— 
Robert B. Davidson. Esq., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. and Hon. 
Charles C. Nott. 

Committee on Finance and on AccouNTS.—John Welsh 
Dulles, Esq,. Reginald F^ndall. Esq., and Robert B. Davidson, Esq. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies.— 
Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D, D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., and 
Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn. 

Committee on Emigration.— Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Dr- 
William W. Godding, and Prof. A. J. Huntington, D. D. 
On motion, 

Resolved^ That a Committee be appointed to nominate the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Secretary and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Burton, davidson, and Dulles were appointed the Com- 
mittee. 

Letters were read from the following named Directors presenting 
an excuse for absence, vix. : Rt. Rev. H. C. Potter, D. D., December 
8; Dr. James Hall. December 10; William E. Guy, Esq., December 
13 ; Rev. G. W. Samson, D. D., January 5, and Rev. E. W. Appleton. 
D. D., January 12; and from Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, President, 
December 10. 

On motion, 

Resolvcdy That the Board do now adjourn to meet in these rooms at 11 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned. 

Washington, D. C . January 16, 1889. 

The Board of Directors met this morning at 11 o'clock, in 
the rooms of the Society. 

In the absence of Life Director Dr. Charles H. Nichols, occasioned 
by sickness. Delegate Arthur M. Burton, Esq., was, on motion, in- 
vited to preside. 
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Prayer was offered by Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn. 

The Minutes of yesterday's meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Davidson, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Foreign 
Relations and on Education in Liberia, presented and read a Report; 
and it was accepted and approved. 

Mr. Dulles. Chairman of the Standing Committee on Finance and 
on Accounts, presented and read the following Reports; and they 
were accepted and approved : 

The Standing Committee on Finance have examined. the Securities belonging 
to the Society and find that they agree with the Statement of the Treasurer. 

The Standing Committee on Accounts have examined the Treasurer's Account 
for the year 1888 and the vouchers for the expenditures, and find the same correct. 

Rev. Dr. Addison, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies, read the following as their Re- 
port; and it was accepted and the resolution was adopted : 

Whereas, The Board of Directors have again and again passed resolutions 
favorable to the establishment of Auxiliary Societies in the different States, and 
to the employment of Agents to make known the objects of the Society and to col- 
lect funds for its work; Be it 

Resolved^ That the Executive Committee be urgently requested to carry out, 
wherever convenient or practicable, the policy so often and emphatically endorsed 
by this Body. 

Dr. Godding, from the Standing Committee on Emigration, read 
the following report; and it was accepted and approved : 

Your Committee, while commending the care that has been exercised in the 
past in the selection of emigrants would urge upon the Executive Committee the 
necessity of continued vigilance in this direction, that quality rather than quantity 
is what Africa needs in the way of emigrants ; that the ability to pay their own 
passage money should be accepted as the best evidence of that energy on the part 
of the emigrant which will help to found States, and that beyond this the use of 
the funds of the Society in the way of aiding emigration should be limited, as far 
as practiecable, to defraying the expenses of God-fearing men and women of Af- 
rican blood capable of making their way in the communities where they now re- 
side, who would be an element of strength and not of weakness in civilizing and 
Christianizing the new world to which they go. 

Your Committee would especially commend the effort that is being made to 
place the emigrants in new communities, developing the fertile lands of the inte- 
rior of Liberia, and would recommend that that policy be continued. 

Mr. Dulles, from the Special Committee on Nominations, report- 
ed, recommending the election of the following : 

Secretary and Treasurer— William Coppinger. 

Executive Committee— Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq.. Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderlaad , 
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D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. Aioniram J. Huntington, D. 
D., Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis. 
Whereupon it was 

Resolved y That the report be accepted and approved, and thai the Board elect 
the officers nominated by the Committee. 

On motion. 

Resolved^ That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Executive 
Committee for publication. 

Rev. Mr. Elwyn offered prayer and the Board adjourned. 

Wm. Coppinger, Beereiary, 



CONSTITUTION 



OF THK 



AMKIITCAN COLONIZATIOxN SOCIETY. 



Orgam'zt'ii^ January i. 1S17. 



Incorporated^ March aa. 1837. 



1! 



Articif. 1. This Society shall be called The Arrerican Colonizj'tion Society. 

Akticlr 2. The objccis of this Society shall be to aid the ( oloniration of Africa oy 
voluntary colored emififrants from 'he United States.and to promote here the extension ol 
Chrisii.'iniiy and civilization. 

ArtiCi.k 3. Every citizep of the United States who sh?ll have r>aid in the funds of the 
Society the sum of one dollar, shall be a member of the Society for r ne year from the time 
of such payment Any citi/en who shall have paid the sum of thirty dollars, sh:>ll be a 
member tor life. And any citizen payinj,^ the sum of one thousand doll irs, shal' oc a Direc- 
tor for life. Foreicrners may be made members by a vote of the Society or of the Directors. 

Akticle 4. The Society shall m et annually at Washinj^tcn on the third Tuesday in 
January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. At the annu.d meeting, a 
President and Vicc-I'residents shall be chosen, who shail perform the duties appropriate 
to 1 hose offices. 

Aki iCLF 5. Tnere shall be a Hoard of Directors composed of the Directojs for life and 
of Delegates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Kach of such Societies shall be entitled to 
one Delegate and an addi'ional Dclcffite for ev« ry two hundred dollars pai i into the treasu- 
ry of this Society wiihin the ye; r ending on the 31SI of December: provided thai no Aux- 
iliary shall be cntiiU'd !o more than four Delcvates in any one year. 

Akt.Ci.f, 6. T'e Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a Treasurer 
and an Executive Co.ijmittce of seven persons; all of whom shall, t'x-i\ffi,.h^ be members of 
the Board. The President of the Society shull also be a Director, c.v-of/!ci(\ and Presi- 
dent of the Board; but in his absence at any meciinfr a Chairman shall be appointed to 
pre-vide. 

Article 7. The Board of Directors shall meet in Washington at twelve o'clock M., on 
the third Tuesday of January in each year,and at such other times anJ places as it shall ap- 
point, or at the request of the Executive Committee, and at the request of any three of the 
Auxiliary Societies, communicated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven Directors shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Akticlf. The Executive Committee shall meet accordintj to its own appointment or at 
the call of the Secretary. This Committee shall have discretionary power to transact the busi- 
ness of the Society, subject only to such limitations as are tound in its ch irter, in this Consti- 
tution, and in the votes that have been passed, or may hereafter be passed, by the Board of 
Directors. The Sccietary and Tre usurer shall be members of the Committee tf.r-<',_^c7'<?, with 
the rifjht to deliberate, but not to vote. The Committee is authori/.t.d to fill all vaancies 
In its own body; to ai)point a Secretary or Treasurer whenever such oitices arc vacant; and 
•to appoint and direct such .Vrjcnts as may be necessary for the service of the Society. At 
every annu.al mectin;^, the Committee shall report their doin^^ t'> the Society, and to the 
Board of Directors. 

ARTiri E g. This Constitution may be amended v:pon a proposition to that effect, made 
and approved at :uiy mcetinjjf of the Board 01 Directors, or miule by any of the Auxiliary 
Societies represented in Uie I^oard of Directors, traiisinitted to th.' Secretary and published 
in the official paper o*^ ihe Society three months before the annual mcetins:^; provided such 
, mendmcnt receive the sanction of two-thirds ol the Board at its next .ix.nual ineetirij 



The American Colonization Society. 
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Presidents— Hov. John H. B. Laxrobk. 
Secretary and Treasurer,- — AVilliam Coppinger. 
EXECOTIVK COMMITTEE: 



Judge Charles C. 
Reginald Fendall, Esq., 
Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D. 
Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. 
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Rev. a. J. Huntington, D.D. 
Hon. J. c. F^ANCROFT Davis. 
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I give and bequeath ^^^^^^^ American Colonization Society 
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can be easily mdentinea;. 



IMIGBATIOH TO 



^■BERIA 



So numerous have the applications becom 
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Colonization Society will hereafter 
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things being equal, to those who will p^'^^^21^ P^e^erence. a' ther 
passage and settlement in Liberia. Person - ^^^ ^^'^ ^^ ^^^^^ 



that Republic should make application. 
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ization Rooms, Washington, D c^^* Secretary and Treas- 
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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

President. 
1853. HON. JOHN H. B. LATROHR. 
/ 7« e-Presi dents, 
,8,. Rev Robert Rylaml, D. D.. Ky. : .878 Admiral Robert W. Shufeldt. U. S. N. 

.8,," Hon Krederick P.. Stanton, Va. .880. Francis T. King. Esq.. MaryUnd. 

,8,0' Hon Henry M. Schieffelin. N . Y. .l*-. Rev. Samuel D.IAlexander.D.D-.N.Y. 

,859. Hon.m y r„. Bishop H.W.VVarren.D.D.. Col. 

,866. Hon. James R.Dooliltle, Wis. 1- 

.867. Samuel A. Cr..,.er, E.g.. Pa. I .88.. Henry (.. Mar„ua,«. Esq., N. V. 

.8,0. Robert Arthington, Esq., England. , .88.. Rev. Geo.gc D. B«.rdman D^D .a. 
,8,. Rev. Bishop E.S. Foster. DD.. Mass. i ,884. Rev. Bishop E.(;.Andrews,D.D.,N.\ . 
,8,: Rt Rev Gregory T. Bedell, D .D., O. .884. Prot.EdWdW. Blyden, LL.D.. Liberia. 
,8,5 Rt'. Rev.M.A. DeW. Ho«e. D.D., Pu. '■ .884. Rev. Otis H. Tiffany, D. D" Minn. 

,- .., «i.^„ F.U, N I ,884. Rt. Rev. Henry C Potter, D.D.,N.\. 

,875. Samuel K. Wilson, Esq., > J. , < .„ „ r» r- 

,876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. ; .SSC. Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 
,876 Kev II. M. Turner, D.D.. I.r,.D.. r.a. ' .887. lion. Robert S. Green, N. J. 
.877 Rev. E. G. Robinson, D.D., R. I. .S88. Hon. William Strong, D. C. 

,87, Rev. William E. Schcnck, D. D., Pa, | ,888. Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, P. U.. Ct. 
,87?. Hon. Richard W. Thompson. Ind. ] .388. Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Pa. 

The figures before each name indi. »ie the year of tirst election. 



LIFE DIRECTORS. 

,85,. A.RXANnRR DUNCAN. Esq A'. A I .37.. ReV.W,.....AMlI.STBR..R,D. D..,Y.?. 

.864. AURXANOER G.v. M. D Ohio. 1 .37.. R'T. Rev. H. C.Pottrr.D. D , A'. Y. 

.868. En»AR.. CO..KS, Esq «'■ ' .87.,. Rev.GROK.;K W. S.«.s .n,U. D.,.V. I . 

,860 RRV.IosE.HF.Turn..,D.D.../»rf. j .S,s. Rev. E.AvAK.>W.A.eLRro.N,D. D.,/'... 

.870 Daniel Price. Esq -V. ?. ' .885. W.luam Evans Guv, Esq. Mo. 



DF.I.F.CATES FOR 1890. 
Nrw Jersey Coi.onuation S«_mTV-Gen Clinton B. Kisk, S-tmuel K. Wilson. Esq.. 

"^"'pIn^n" "vIn.a CoLONIZAT,o^ Sor,ETv..-Rev. Samuel E. Appleton. D. D.. Rer. Wil- 
liam E. Schenck, D. D., Arthur M. Burton, Esq , Rev. A. L. Elvnyn. 
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SEVENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 



Nfc:cRULO(;v. 

Two Vice Presidents and two Directors of The American Col- 
onization Society, during the past year, have been removed by death. 

Hon. Henrv A. Foster, of New York, elected in 1838, was a 
man of rare culture and refinement, and of Christian patience, strong 
faith and bright hope. It has been fitly said of him that ** he was 
faithful to all obligations, and his hands were full of good works." 

Dr. Henry Lindslv, of Washington, D. C, elected in 1872, and 
also a Member of the Executive Committee from 1840 and its Chair- 
man from 1858 to 1886, when impaired health caused his resignation. 
Those who had the pleasure of frequent and intimate relations with 
Dr. Lindsly have no words to express their high appreciation of his 
character and his deeds. Few have won for themselves the exalted 
place which he long held in the hearts of men as a Christian philan- 
thropist of rare wisdom, of lender sympathy and of unassuming gen- 
erosity. 

Dr. James Hall, of Maryland, who constituted himself a Di- 
rector in 1852. This gentleman, being in feeble health, went to Li- 
beria» in 1831, in the hope, which was partly realized, that the sea- 
v^oyage and a change of climate would improve it. He served as the 
Physician of this Society in its then feeble colony for some eighteen 
months, and returning to Baltimore was appointed Agent of the 
Maryland State Colonization Society. November 27, 1833. Dr. Hall 
embarked on the brig Ann with 18 emigrants, and stopping at Mon- 
rovia and Bassa, where he secured some thirty colonists, mostly able 
bodied adults, he arrived at Cape Palmas, January 25. 1834. The 
next day, negotiations were entered upon with the Native Chiefs for 
lands on which to settle the emigrants ; and the deed selling Cape 
Palmas to the Maryland State Colonization Society was signed Feb- 
ruary 14, 1834. This brought into Liberia one of the most impor- 
tant sections of West Africa. Dr. Hall governed the Colony with 
uncommon skill, bravery, sagacity and perseverance for about three 
years, when be again returned to Baltimore to serve the Maryland 
Society and to promote the general cause in this country, notably as 
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Statement of property of the Society, and a Table of receipts by Stales 
in the year 1888. 

The Treasurer presented and read his Report of receipts and dis- 
bursements in the year 1888, with the certificate of audit. 
Whereupon it was 

Resolved^ That the Statement of the Executive Committee and the Treas- 
rer*s Report just read, with the accompanying financial and annual papers, be 
accepted, and that so much of them as relate to Foreign Relations, Finance, 
Auxiliary Societies, Agencies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be referred 
to the several Standing Committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 

The Chairman appointed the Standing Committees, as follows ; 

Committee on Foreign Relations and on Education.— 
Robert B. Davidson, Esq., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. and Hon. 
Charles C. Nott. 

Committee on Finance and on Accounts.— John Welsh 
Dulles, Esq,. Reginald Fendall, Esq.. and Robert B. Davidson, Esq. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies.— 
Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D, D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., and 
Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn. 

Committee on Emigration. — Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Dr. 
William W. Godding, and Prof. A. J. Huntington, D. D. 
On motion. 

Resolved^ That a Committee be appointed to nominate the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Secretary and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Burton, davidson, and Dulles were appointed the Com- 
mittee. 

Letters were read from the following named Directors presenting 
an excuse for absence, vix. : Rt. Rev. H. C. Potter, D. D., December 
8; Dr. James Hall, December 10; William E. Guy, Esq., December 
13 ; Rev. G. W. Samson, D. D., January 5, and Rev. E. W. Appleton, 
D. D., January 12; and from Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, President, 
December 10. 

On motion. 

Resolved^ That the Board do now adjourn to meet in these rooms at 11 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned. 

Washington, D. C , January 16, 1889. 

The Board of Directors met this morning at 11 o'clock, in 
the rooms of the Society. 

In the absence of Life Director Dr. Charles H.Nichols, occasioned 
by sickness, Delegate Arthur M. Burton, Esq., was, on motion, in- 
vited to preside. 
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Prayer was ofifered by Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn. 

The Minutes of yesterday's meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Davidson, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Foreign 
Relations and on Education in Liberia, presented and read a Report; 
and it was accepted and approved. 

Mr. Dulles, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Finance and 
on Accounts, presented and read the following RepKDrts; and they 
were accepted and approved : 

The Standing Committee on Finance have examined the Securities belonging 
to the Society and find that they agree with the Statement of the Treasurer. 

The Standing Committee on Accounts have examined the Treasurer's Account 
for the year 1888 and the vouchers for the expenditures, and find the same correct. 

Rev. Dr. Addison, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies, read the following as their Re- 
port; and it was accepted and the resolution was adopted : 

Whfreas, The Board of Directors have again and again passed resolutions 
favorable to the establishment of Auxiliary Societies in the different States, and 
to the employment of Agents to make known the objects of the Society and to col- 
lect funds for its work; Be it 

Resolvtd^ That the Executive Commtttee be urgently requested to carry out, 
wherever convenient or practicable, the policy so often and emphatically endorsed 
by this Body. 

Dr. Godding, from the Standing Committee on Emigration, read 
the following report; and it was accepted and approved : 

Your Committee, while commending the care that has been exercised in the 
past in the selection of emigrants would urge upon the Executive Committee the 
necessity of continued vigilance in this direction, that quality rather than quantity 
is what Africa needs in the way of emigrants ; that the ability to pay their own 
passage money should be accepted as the best evidence of that energy on the part 
of the emigrant which will help to found States, and that beyond this the use of 
the funds of the Society in the way of aiding emigration should be limited, as far 
as practiecable, to defraying the expenses of God-fearing men and women of Af- 
rican blood capable of making their way in the communities where they now re- 
side, who would be an element of strength and not of weakness in civilizing and 
Christianizing the new world to which they go. 

Your Committee would especially commend the effort that is being made to 
place the emigrants in new communities, developing the fertile lands of the inte- 
rior of Liberia, and would recommend that that policy be continued. 

Mr. Dulles, from the Special Committee on Nominations, report- 
ed, recommending the election of the following : 

Secretary and Treasurer— William Coppinger. 

Executive Committee— Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq.. Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland , 
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Incorporateii, March 22, 1837. 
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Artici.k I. This Society shall be called The Anierican Coloniz;«tif>n Society. 

Articlk 2. The ohjccis of this Society shall be to aid the t olonization of Africa L>y 
voluntary colored emigrants from 'he United States,;;nd to promote ihere the extension o! 
Christianity and civilization. 

Article 3. Every ciiizeg of the United Slates who shall have paid 10 the fund? of the 
Society the sum of one dollar, shall be a member of the Society for rnr year from the lime 
of such payment Any citizen who shall have paid the sum of thirty dollars, shall be a 
member for lite. And any citizen payin<; the sum of one thousand doll irs, shal'. oca Direc- 
tor for life. Foreififners may be made members by a vote of the Society or of the Directors. 

Article 4. The Society shall met annually at Washington on the Ihird Tuesday in 
January, and at such other limes and places a.s it shall direct. At the annUi*.! meeting, a 
President and Vice-Presidents shall be chosen, who shail perform the duiie^ appropriate 
to 1 hose offices. 

Aktici.f. 5. Tnere shall be a Hoard of Directors composed of the Directois for life and 
of Delejxates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each of such Societies shall be entitled to 
One Delegate and an addi'ional Delcornte for every two hundred dollars pai 1 into the tre.asu- 
ry of this Society within the ye: r ending on the 31st of December: provided that no Aux- 
iliary shall be entiiU'd to more than four Deleg^ates in any one year. 

AkTiCi.E 6. ri e B(jard shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a Treasurer 
and an Executive Co.iimittce of seven persons; all of whom shall, t'x-off.cifl, be members of 
the Board. The President of the Society shall also be a Director, t'A'oOit'i<\ and Presi- 
dent of the Hoard; but in his absence at any meciinjr u Chairman shall be appointed lo 
preside. 

Articlk 7. The f3oard of Directors shall meet in Washington at twelve o'clock M., on 
the third Tuesday of January in each year,and at such other times and places as it shall ap- 
point, or at the request of the E.xecutive Committee, and ai the request of any three of the 
Au.xiliary Societies, communicated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven Directors shall 
form a quorum t?or the transaction 01 business. 

Aktici-f S. The Executive Committee shall meet according to its own appointment or at 
the call of the Secrci.iry. This Committee shall have discretionary power to transact the busi- 
ness of the Society, su')ject only to such limiiations as are tound in its ch irter. in this Consti- 
tution, and in the votes thxt have been p.\s-,ed,or may hereafter be passed, by the Hoard of 
Directors. The Secietary and Tre.Lsurcr shall be members of the Commiiiee^jr-f j9?i/<», with 
the right to deliberate, but not to vote. The Committee is auihori/.cd to till all vaancies 
in its own body; to appoint a Secretary or Treasurer whenever such iittucs are vacant; and 
-to appoint and direct such Agents as may be necessary for the service of the Society. At 
every annual meeting, the Committee shall report their doings i'> the Society, and to the 
Board of Directors. 

Article 9. This ("onsiitution may be arat-ndcd u]>on a proposition to that effect, made 
and approved at any meeting of the Bo.ard 01 Directors, or made by any of the Auxiliary 
Societies rcpresentetl in the Board of Direcliirs, iraMsmiilcd to ih*. Stvretary and published 
in the official paper o'' ihe Sociely three month?> before the annual meeting; provided such 
. mendracnt receive the sanction of two-ihirds of the Hoard at its next .i.cnu.il mcetirg 



V 



The American Colonization Society. 

coLomzATioii vuaDim. 450 pihiisylvahia avehub, WASHncroir, d. c. 



Prfsident.-^Hoiil. JOHK H. B. Latrobe. 
Secretary and Treasure.- — "William Coppinger. 



EXECQTIVI COMMITTEE 



Judge Charles C. 
Reginald Fendall. Esq., 
Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D. 
Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. 



Noxx, Chairman. 

t)R. ^William W. Godding. 
Rev. a. J. Huntington, D.D, 
Hon. J. c. Bancroft Davis. 



reRM OF BBODEST. 

I give and bequeath to The American Colonization Society 

the sum of dollars. 

(If the bequest is of personal or real estate so describe it i at .t 
can be easily indentificd). 



i 



miGBATIOII TO IIBERIA 

So numerous have the applications become, that The Ameitcan 
Colonization Society w.U hereafter give the prefcren^ a" tl-.er 
things being equal, to those who will pay a pa^ Jf the cost of their 
passage and settlement m Liberm. Persons wishing to remove to 
that RepubUc should make application, gi vino, ^f . ^ *** " „„d 
circumsLnces. addressed to William Copp^^"^ '^"- "*""=' ^" ff 
urer. Colonization Rooms, Washington. ^.C^' ^^"^"ary and Trcas 
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Published quarterly by Th« American Colont... . ^ ' j j 

Of record the Society's proceedings, and all ^^^^'ON Society, is Intended 

evangelization of Africa. It is sent, without charge Jh '''**'' ^'^^ ** civilization and 
of the Society andof ite Auxiliaries, to life membere '"^^uested. to the officer, 

ten dollars and upwa-ds to the funds of the Society * ^ *° "^"""^l contributor- of 
at One Dollar per annum, payable in advance. Ord ^"^scribers it is supplied 

be sent to WiiLUAM Coppinokr, Secretary lad T '^ °^ remittances for it should 
Washington. D. C. " '"***«*'er. Colonization Rooms, 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



1851. Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 
1851. Hon. Kredcrick P., Stanton, Va. 
1859. Hon. Henry M. SchiefTcIin, N. Y. 

1866, Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 

1867. Samuel A. Crozer, Esq., Pa. 
1870. Robert Arthin^^lon, Esq., England. 

1574. Rev. Bishop R.S. Foster, O.D., Mass, 

1874. Rt. Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, D.D-, O. 

1875. Rt. Rev.M.A. DeW. Howe, D.D., Pa. 

1575. Samuel K. Wilson, Esq. , N. J. 

1876. Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1876. Rev. H. M. Turner, D.D., LL.D., Ga. 

1877. Rev. E. G. Robinson, D.D. , R. I. 
1877. Rev: William E. Schcnck, D. D., Pa, 
i87'3. Hon, Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 



Presidint, 
1853. HON. JOHN H. 8. LATROBE. 
V 'ict- Prcsidcn is, 

1878. Admiral Robert W. Shufeldt. U. S. N. 

1880. Francis T. King, Esq., Maryland. 
ibSo. Rev. Samuel D.*Alexander,D.D.,N.Y. 

1881. Rev. Bishop H.W. Warren,D.D., Col. 
i88a. Henry G. Marquandi Esq., N. Y. 
1884. Rev. George D. Boardman, D.D., Pa. 
1884. Rev.Bishop E.G. Andrews, D.D. ,N.Y. 
1884. Prof .Edw'dW. Blyden, LL.D.. Liberia. 
1884. Rev. Otis H. Tiffany, D. D., Minn. 
1884. Rt. Rev. Henry C. Potter, D.D., N.Y. 
18S6. Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1887. Hon. Robert S. Green, N. J. 

1888. Hon. William Strong, D. C. 
id88. Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. U., Ct. 
rj88. Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Pa. 



The rigurcs before each name indicate the year of drst election. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Resolved ^ That the Report be accepted ami approved, and that the Society 
elect the officers nominated by the Committee. 

On motion, 

Resoheii, That the Society tenders its thanks to Prof. Edward W. Blyden, 
LL. D., for the very able, eloquent and instructive discourse before the Society 
on its Seventy-Third Anniversary, and that_he l>e requested to furnish a copy of 
the .same for publication. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Society are hereby tendered to the Pastor 
and Session of the Church of the Covenant for the use of their church on the oc- 
ca.<>ion of our Seventy-Third Anniversary. 

On motion, adjourned. 

Wm. Coppinger, 

Secretary. 
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Washington, D. C, January 2/, t8^. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society met 
this day at 12 o'clock M. in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, N. W. 

In the absence of Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, President of the So- 
ciety, Rev. Samuel £. Appleton, D. D., was, on motion, invited to 
preside, and took the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. William E. Schenck. 

Mr. William Coppinger was, on motion, appointed Secretary of 
the Board . 

Mr. Fendall and Rev. Drs. Addison and Sunderland were ap- 
pointed a Committee on Credentials: and they reported the follow- 
ing named Delegates appointed for the year 1890 : 

New Jersey Colonization Society, Gen. Clinton B. Fisk,* Samuel 
K. Wilson Esq."* Rev. John Miller. 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. Rev. Samuel E. Appleton « D. 
D., Rev. William E. Schenck D. D., Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Rev. 
Alfred L. Elwyn. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee, Reginald Fendall Esq., Rev. Thomas G. 
Addison D.D., Rev. Byron Sunderland D. D., Dr. William W. God- 
ding. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Resolved^ That the Report of ihe Commiltee on Credentials be accepted and 
approved, and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

On motion, 

Resohedy That Prof. Edward W. Blyden, LL D., and Mrs. Jane R. Roberts, 
of Liberia, be and are hereby invited to seats in the Board and to participate in its 
deliberations. 

The unprinted portions of the Minutes of the meetings of Jan- 
uary 15 and 16, 1889, were read; and the Minutes were, on motion, 
approved. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy-Third Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Resolved^ That the Annual Report be approved and referred to the Standing 
Committees according to its seveial topics. 

The Secretary presented and read the Statement of the Execu- 
tive Committee for the past year and accompanying papers. 
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The Treasurer presented and read his report of Receipts and 
Disbursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit: Aiso, 
a Statement of the Property of the Society, and a Table of Receipts 
by States in the year 1889. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Resolved, That the Statement of the Executive Committee and the Treasurer's 
Report, just read, with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so 
much of them as relate to Foreign Relations, Finance, Auxiliary Societies, Agen- 
cies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be referred to the several Standing 
Committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 

The Chairman appointed the Standing Committees, as follows : 

Committee on Foreign Relations and on Education, — Rev. William 
E. Schenck D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Hon. Charles C. 
Nott. 

Committee on Finance and on Wa'<9««/j.— Reginald. Fendall, Esq. 
Rev. John Miller, Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn, 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies,— Rev. Thomas 
G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D.. Arthur M. Burton, 
Esq. 

Committee on Emigration,- Dr. William W. Godding, Arthur M. 
Burton, Esq., Rev. John Miller. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to nominate the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Secretary and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Burton, Miller and Elwyn were appointed the Committee. 

Letters were read from the following nsimed^ Directors presenting 
an excuse for absence, viz : William E. Guy, Esq , Dec. 10: Rt. Rev. 
H. C. Potter, D. D., Dec. 12: Edward Coles, Esq., Dec 16: Rev. G.W. 
Samson, D. D., Jan. 7: and Rev. E.W. Appleton, D. D., Jan. 19: and 
from Hon. John^H. B. Latrobe, President, Jan. 20. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That when the Board adjourn it be to meet to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock ; and that at 11 o'clock, the members proceed to make their customary 
call upon the President o( the United States to pay their respects. 

The Board, on motion, adjourned. 



Washington, D. C, January 12, iS^, 

The Board of Directors met this morning at 10 o'clock, in the 
rooms of the Society, Rev. Dr. Appleton in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Professor Blyden. 

The Minutes of the meeting of yesterday were read and ap- 
proved. 
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Rev. Dr. Schenck, Chairman of the Standing Committee on For- 
eign Relations and on Education in Liberia, presented and read a 
Report : and it was approved. 

Mr. Fendall, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Finance 
and on Accounts, presented and read the following Reports : and 
they were approved: 

The Standing Committee on Finance respectfully report; that they have ex- 
amined the evidences of property belonging to the Society and find that they 
agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

The Standing Committee en Accounts have examined the Treasurer's Ac- 
count for the year 1889 and the vouchers for the expenditures, and find the same 
correct. 

Rev. Dr. Addison, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies, read the followinc: resolutions 
as their Report : whereupon they were adopted : 

Resohved^ That additional efforts be made to organize Auxiliary Societies in 
the Stiites where they do not now exist. 

Risohedf That the policy of the Society hitherto pursued, whenever practical, 
of employing agents to advocate its claims and collect funds, be continued. 

Dr. Godding, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Emigra- 
tion, read a Report; and the accompanying resolutions were adopted. 

The Board took a recess to enable the Directors to call upon the 
President of the United States; and then resumed its session. 

Mr. Burton, from the Special Committee on Nominations, recom- 
mended the election of the following : 

Secretary and Treasurer — William Coppinger. 

Executive Committee — Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fendalb 
Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D, D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., 
Dr. William W. Goddini^, Rev. Adoniram J. Huntington, D. D., Hon. 
J. C. Bancroft Davis. 

Whereupon, on motion. 

Resolved, That the report be accepted and approved, and that the Board elect 
the officers nominated by the Committee. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Executive 
Committee for publication . 

Rev. Mr. Elwyn offered prayer, and the Board then, on motion, 
adjourned. 

Wm. Coppinger, Secretary, 
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JV•««rfen^— Hon. John H. B. Latrobe. 



SX£CUTIVS COHMITTEE. 

Judge Charlbs C. Nott, Chairman. 
Regu«ald Fbndall, Esq. Dr. William W. Godding. 

Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D. Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D. 

Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. Hon. J. C. Banoeopt Davis. 

Secretary/ and Treaturer. — William Coppinger. 



FORM OF BEQITES^ 

I give and bequeath to The American Colonization Society the sum 
of dollars. 

(If the bequest is of personal or real estate so describe it that it can be 
easily identified.) 



EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 

So numerous have the applications become, that The American Coloni- 
zation Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things being equal, 
to those who will pay a part of the cost of their passage and settlement in 
Liberia. Persons wishing to remove to that Republic should make appli- 
cation, giving their name, age and circumstances, addressed to William 
Coppinger, Secretary and Treasurer, Colonization Rooms, Washington, D. 0. 



THE AFRICAN REPOSITOET ; 

Published quarterly by the American Colonization Society; is intended 
to record the Society's proceedings, and all movements for the civilization and 
evangelization of Africa. It is sent, without charge, when requested, to the 
officers of the Society and of its Auxiliaries, to life members and to annual 
contributors of ten dollars and upwards to the funds of the Society. To sub- 
scribers it is supplied at One Dollar per annum, payable in advance. Orders 
or remittances for it should be sent to "William Coppinger, Secretary and 
Treasurer, Colonization Rooms, Washington, D. C. 
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THE SEVENTY- FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 



Necrology. 

The American Colonization Society is called upon, at the be- 
^nning of its Seventy- Fourth Annual Report, to record the 
names of a Vice-President and of a Life Director who have 
deceased during the past year. 

Henry M. Schieffelin, Esq., of New York, elected a Vice- 
President in 1851, did very much to stimulate the religious, edu- 
cational and industrial growth of Liberia. All the denominations 
of that Republic shared in his benevolence. Not a few of the 
schools owed their supply of books, and many a coffee and sugar 
farm its means of improvement, to the generosity of the de- 
ceased. Very recently he had been supplying wire fencing, free 
of charge, to indigent farmers, which has done much to encour- 
age stock raising. The only thorough exploration of the coun- 
try interior of Liberia was executed at his expense, and he served 
the Republic as its Charg6 d' Affaires to the Government of the 
United States from 1865 to 1874. Mr. Schieffelin has left no 
legacy more precious than the example of his untiring and un- 
selfish efforts for the good of thousands in Africa he never saw 
and never expected to see. 

Rev. William H. Steele, D. D., of New Jersey, constituted 
a Life Director in 1871, will be greatly missed in numerous 
organizations for the moral and spiritual elevation of humanity. 
His faithfulness and efficiency and his calm judgment and genial 
nature endeared him to his associates and won their confidence. 
Much that he did was unknown to the world, for he was uniformly 
unostentatious. 

In the decease during the year of Edward S. Morris, Esq., 
of Philadelphia, Pa., this Society is deprived of a friend to whose 
decision of purpose, earnest and persevering labors, and ever 
ardent benevolence, the cause of African Colonization is largely 
indebted. 
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Receipts and Disbursements. 

The total receipts during the year 1890 were $14,467.61. Of 
this sum, $881.50 came from donations ; $3,045.30 from legacies, 
income and annuity; $619.20 from applicants toward cost of 
passage to Liberia; $1,446.50 from rent of the Colonization 
Building; $378,4ofor education in Liberia ; $1,319.71 for interest 
on temporary loans, and $6,750 from loans matured. These 
amounts, with the balance in the treasury at the beginning of the 
year, $3,636.26, have placed at the disposal of the Society 
$18, 103.87. The disbursements of the year, including $10,566.85 
for passage and settlement of emigrants, have amounted to $14,- 
799.64 ; leaving a balance in the treasury, December 31, 1890, of 

$3»304-23. 

Emigration. 

Sixty-three emigrants were sent to and settled in Liberia dur- 
ing the year, namely, fifty-three by the bark Liberia^ which sailed 
June 1st from New York; and nine by the same vessel, which 
also sailed from New York, November ist. Of these, one was 
from Boston, Mass.; four from Halifax, N. C. ; seven from Colum- 
bus, Ga. ; three from Monticello, Fla. ; twenty-eight from Sturgis, 
and nine from Amory, Miss. ; seven from Morrillton, Ark. ; one 
from Medford, Wis., and three from St. Paul, Minn. Thirty-two 
were twelve years of age and upwards, nineteen between eleven 
and two years, and two infants. Seventy-one were reported to 
be communicants of Baptist churches and eight of Methodist 
churches. Of the adult males, eleven are farmers, one a carpen- 
ter and builder, one a house-painter, and one a licensed Minister 
of the Gospel. 

They are an industrious and substantial class of people, having 
been selected from a very large number of applicants for the 
Society's aid, and they took with them an usual amount of bag- 
gage and articles likely to be of service in a new country. 

Letters have been received announcing the arrival in Liberia of 
these emigrants. Of those who reached there in July it is stated, 
under date of October 20th, that **they have gone to work in 
earnest, and the land they occupy being of a superior richness, 
some of them are already enjoying vegetables planted by them- 
selves." Another citizen wrote October 24th, regarding the 
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same party : " These emigrants are industrious and intelligent, 
and they are highly pleased with their lands ; having at once 
taken possession they set about working them and erecting tem- 
porary habitations until they can secure for themselves permanent 
dwellings.'* 

Rev. Ezekiel Ezra Smith, Minister- Resident and Consul-Gen- 
eral of the United States to Liberia, wrote from ** Monrovia, 
April I, 1890,'* as follows : 

** Since I wrote you last I have seen much of Liberia. I have 
visited Cape Palmas, met with the different churches, and saw 
something of the operation of the institutions there. 1 had the 
pleasure to meet Bishops Ferguson and Taylor, and the leading 
men generally. I was much delighted while conversing with 
Bishop Ferguson to ascertain the high hopes he entertained for 
Liberia's future prosperity. The Bishop is doing effective work. 
The emigrants last settled at Cape Palmas are doing well. The 
bullock and cart are considerably employed at this point. 

*' From Cape Palmas I went to Sinoe, the home of Hon. Z. B. 
Roberts, associate justice of the Supreme Court, Hon. James J. 
Ross, ex-attorney-general, ex-Senator Fuller, and other gentle- 
men of influence, who, notwithstanding their positions as officials 
of the Government, have farms. The emigrants located at Sinoe 
in 1888 are moving on more and more successfully. 

** I next had the pleasure to spend a few days at Grand Bassa, 
which comprises Lower and Upper Buchanan and Edina. Grand 
Bassa surpasses either of the towns or settlements above men- 
tioned in point of commercial transactions. While there I met 
some of the emigrants who came in May, 1889. They appear to 
be doing well, and seem contented. 

• " On the 15th ultimo, in company with Hon. C. T. O. King, 
Hon. H. A. Williams, Mayor of Monrovia, Col. A. D. Williams, 
Judge Dennis, and a number of other gentlemen, I embarked for 
Grand Cape Mount on a small sailing craft. We encountered a 
most tempestuous voyage, arriving at Cape Mount on the morn- 
ing of the 17th, being auite wet and much fatigued. Hon. C. 
T. O. King, myself, and others of the party called out to the 
settlement where the emigrants were located. After visiting each 
individual house and after looking at their beautiful, promising 
farms, a meeting of all the new-comers was held at the school- 
house. O, yes, they have built themselves a school-house in the 
center of the settlement. At the meeting short speeches were 
made by Mr. Kin^ and myself. Afterwards remarks by different 
persons of the emigrants were made. Each one expressed him- 
self contented. Their farms, consisting in coffee, cassada, pota- 
toes, yams, -eddoes, cocoa, plantains, bananas, ginger, rice, &c.. 
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are as pretty as any I have seen in the country. They have evi- 
dently, considering the surroundings, done remarkably well. I 
also visited the Protestant Episcopal Mission at Cape Mount and 
observed somewhat of its workings. I think it is doing a great 
— yea, a good work. Cape Mount is, indeed, a fine portion of this 
country.*' 

Emigration to Liberia every year under the auspices of the 
American Colonization Society has been uninterrupted for the 
past seventy years. Those now reported make the number sent 
since the civil war to be 4,201, and a total from the beginning of 
16,209, exclusive of 4,722 recaptured Africans which it induced 
and enabled the Government of the United States to settle in 
Liberia, making a grand total of 21,921 persons to whom the 
Society has given homes in Africa. 

Applications. 

Never in the history of the Society have the applications for its 
aid to remove to and settle in Liberia been so numerous and ur- 
gent nor more intelligently and earnestly presented than during 
the past year. A careful estimate of these papers shows that one 
million or more of the people of color are seriously considering 
the matter of an early change of residence from the United States 
to Africa, a majority of them expressing their determination to 
remove as soon as opportunity permits. 

A few brief extracts from recent communications, each from a 
different State, are appended as indicating the widespread desire 
and numbers seeking the means of removal and settlement in 
Liberia : 

** I am greatly interested in the condition in which my race is 
living here in Mississippi, and I want to do something in the way 
of their and my removal to our fatherland — Africa.'* 

' * I would ask for all the information you can spare me as I am 
in favor of all my people going to our own country.** 

*' I am a minister of the gospel and desire to go to Africa. 
There are a great many here that want to accompany me to our 
forefathers* home.*' 



** There is a great stir in this region about going to Liberia, 
and as 1 am a minister of the gospel, the people are coming to 
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me for instmction. This spirit is very high. I want to go to 
that Republic. We are in earnest in the matter." 

** Several colored persons have recently been to me for informa- 
tion concerning Liberia, expressing themselves as very desirous 
of going to that country. Would you kindly address me on the 
matter, and inform me what assistance, if any, the Colonization 
Society would render ? ' * 

** We have organized a society in this county for the purpose 
of emigrating to Liberia in and through the Colonization Society. 
We have already in number over five hundred making prepara- 
tions to leave this country just as soon as possible.'' 

"There are three thousand people in this and the two adjoin- 
ing counties who want to go to Liberia, but they are unable to 
pay any part of the expense. ' * 

•* There are many hundreds of our people here who would go 
to Liberia if they could get help from the Society or Congress. ' ' 

" We organized an auxiliary Colonization Society here Octo- 
ber 2, 1890. Each member is assessed and has paid one dollar. 
We hold regular meetings. We were led to organize because 
we are suffering from high rents and other causes, and we are 
convinced that the best way to remedy our condition is to go to 
Liberia, Africa. Having heard of your beneficent Society we 

address you and by these presents introduce Mr. W J , 

our elected delegate, whom we send to you that he may bring 
us full and accurate information as to what we must do in order 
to go to Liberia. We present herewith a list of one hundred and 
seventy-five names of male heads of families right here who desire 
immediate passage to that Republic. There are many thousands 
of the best farmers, mechanics, teachers and other worthy people 
ready to start for Liberia if they can get proper information and 
assistance. ' ' 

Liberia. 

The action of the Legislature of Liberia at its last session re- 
garding foreign affairs was greatly in advance of anything in the 
past. 

The grant to an English company of the sole right to collect, 
manufacture and export India rubber in and from that Republic 
promises greatly to promote its industrial and financial interests. 
For this monopoly 20,000 pounds sterling as a first installment 
was received on the 12th of June by the Government at Monrovia. 



8 SEVENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 

The Legislature has also granted to the same company the right 
to establish a bank under charter from the Government and to 
construct telegraphs and one or more railroads from the coast to 
the interior. 

The educational advantages of the Republic ace increasing. 
The Methodist Episcopal Seminary at Monrovia has been re- 
opened, and the Episcopalians have not only enlarged their school 
facilities at Cape Palmas and at Cape Mount, but they are pre- 
paring to open a boarding school on the St. Paul's river. The 
Ricks Institute, an indigenous school established by the Baptists, 
is growing in influence and importance. It now contains over 
forty pupils, some of whom are Aborigines, mostly of the Bassa 
tribe. 

Mr. Solomon Hill, one of the founders of Arthington, has pur- 
chased from the Government of Liberia one thousand acres of 
land on the road leading to Boporo, on which to settle seven 
native youths whom he adopted while infants and trained in the 
ways of civilized life. They have about reached their majority, 
and Mr. Hill purposes deeding them one hundred acres each, 
feeling assured that in two or three years they will give a satis- 
factory account of themselves and their property. These young 
men received a part of their education in the schools of this 
Society. 

The facts are that the Government of Liberia attracts the social, 
commercial, and political economy of several millions of Africans, 
that for leagues about its settlements the kings and chiefs are 
friendly and even subordinate, and that its people have advanced 
in civilization and are successfully working out their destiny ac- 
cording to nineteenth century lights. 

The Future of Africa. 

The publication of Mr. Henry M. Stanley's book, ** In Dark- 
est Africa,'* and the activity on the part of leading European 
nations in the partition of that continent, suggest reflections on 
the future of that land and its aboriginal inhabitants. 

Afnca, as it presents itself before Europe at the present moment, 
is a field for diplomatic manipulation, for commercial enterprise 
and philanthropic effort. Nothing more. Colonies of Europeans 
in that land are out of the question. 
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As it appears before America it is an arena for the radical solu- 
tion of a perplexing domestic problem. 

So far as we have yet seen, we do not believe that the interests 
of the African will be seriously imperiled by the movements of 
foreigners tt) occupy his country. 

In August last Lord Salisbury completed the partition of the 
continent, as far at least as it was possible to do so on paper ; but 
he himself ridiculed the pretentions by which Europe assumed 
the role of divider among her children of a vast unexplored 
country belonging to an alien race. Frontiers have been laid 
down with diplomatic precision, but with only diplomatic pre- 
cision, and they are published in maps. But no one for a 
moment imagines that these frontiers will be either definite or 
permanent. 

There is no European power that has the genius and facilities 
for colonization and commercial enterprise possessed by the 
English. It is certain that the enterprise and energy of her 
capitalists will secure for the greater portion of Africa English 
influence and Anglo-Saxon civilization. 

We have been asked how these enterprises will affect our work. 
We answer, most favorably. As foreigners become better ac- 
quainted with Africa they will feel more and more the necessity 
and the importance of colonies in order to its civilization, and 
colonies of blacks from civilized lands. Mr. Stanley is quoted 
as having said in a recent interview that *' if we want to hold our 
own ground in Central Africa we must not send little parties of 
missionary workers as heretofore, but must pour in men by the 
scores, or even by the fifties." This is colonization. 

There is not now the universal belief in the incapacity of the 
Negro which was fostered during the period of his bondage. 
Extensive travel and observation in his original home have con- 
vinced both statesmen and philanthropists that it is not absolutely 
necessary that the control of his country should pass into alien 
hands in order to its prosperity. 

Sir John Pope Hennessey, a retired English governor, who, dur- 
ing his administration of the government of Sierra Leone and the 
Gold Coast, carefully studied the people, especially the Aborigi- 
nes in their native communities, makes the following suggestive 
remarks in the Nineteenth Century for September last : 
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** When I visited Kambia, at the head of the Great Scarcies 
river, in 1873, the whole district was under Negro domination 
only. It was admirably governed. I never saw a happier popu- 
lation. They were cheerful, contented, industrious, in their own 
way good agriculturists, and able to manufacture most of the sim- 
ple household articles they required. What a contrast between 
the smiling faces to be seen in the crowded streets of that Negro 
town and the careworn faces of Cheapside. ' * 

The present enlightened Governor of the British Colony of 
Lagos, Sir Alfred Moloney, K. C. M. G., not only believes, but 
is acting upon the belief, that the solution of the African problem 
must devolve upon civilized Negroes from abroad. In a speech 
delivered on the 15th of November, 1889, in the Town Hall, 
Manchester, England, the Governor said that *'the repatriation 
of educated and industrious Negroes from the New World was 
the grand problem of future Africa. The progress of the tropical 
parts of the Continent in wealth and civilization must be for 
generations to come dependent on their progress in agriculture." 

For several years emancipados from Brazil have been immi- 
grating to Lagos in small numbers and in inconvenient craft, such 
as slow sailing vessels, and the Governor, having noticed the 
wholesome results produced by their skill and energy upon the 
industrial condition of the colony, has been untiring in his efforts 
to secure steam communication between Brazil and Lagos. It is 
said that there are one million of blacks in that country anxious 
to return to Africa. As a result of the indefatigable exertions ol 
the Governor, the steamship Biafra^ of the British- African Steam- 
ship Company, left Lagos on the i6th of August on her first 
voyage to Brazil for the purpose of bringing back repatriates. 
She returned on the 19th of October with one hundred and ten 
passengers — fourteen days from Bahia. The returned exiles in- 
cluded fifty-three males and fifty-seven females, among whom 
there were thirteen children. 

The first of the vast fleet of steamers to follow, bearing home 
the exiles from the west, has thus successfully performed her 
voyage, connecting, for the present, not North but South America 
with Africa. But it is only a question of time for North America; 
she will follow. 

It appears to us that the most comprehensive, far-reaching and 
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productive plan for bringing that vast continent within the opera- 
tions of civilization and under the influence of Christianity would 
be to scatter and settle four millions, or about one-half of the 
colored population of this country in the land of their fathers. 
Place a million in Liberia, a million in the Niger districts and 
Yorubaland, which latter country seems now open to receive 
them, a million on the Congo, and a million in East Africa. With 
the knowledge of civilization which these people acquired in the 
house of bondage, with their experience as agriculturists, mechan- 
ics, miners, engineers, teachers, and preachers, they would soon 
cause the wilderness to bloom and blossom as the rose. 

The Mahdis and Tippoo Tibs would forever retire before their 
advancing march. Peace, prosperity and plenty would, for the 
first time in innumerable ages, arrive in Africa to stay. 

It may yet come to pass, that as Europe and America were 
unanimous in bringing the Negro away from his home, they may 
unite to assist in his repatriation. Justice and the interests of 
humanity alike demand it. It will cost money to make the great 
restoration, but it will be money invested in the most remunera- 
tive of enterprises. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



-*•■♦- 



Washington, D. C, January i8, 1891. 

The American Colonization Society held its Seventy- Fourth 
Anniversary this evening in the Church of the Epiphany, G, 
above Thirteenth, street. 

Religious services were conducted by Rev. Randolph H. 
McKim, D. D., Rector of the Church, who also presented the 
Seventy- Fourth Annual Report of the American Colonization 
Society, with the statement that printed copies of the same had 
been placed in the pews for acceptance by those in attendance. 

The Annual Discourse was delivered by Rev. Leighton Parks, 
of Boston, subject — **The Undiscovered Country.'* 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. McKim. 



Colonization Rooms, January 20, 1891. 

The Annual Meeting of The American Colonization Society 
was held to-day at 3 o'clock P. m., in the rooms of the Society. 

In the absence of the President, Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, 
D. D., of Philadelphia, Pa., senior Vice-President in attendance, 
presided. 

The Minutes of the anniversary on the i8th inst. were read, 
and with the Minutes of the annual meeting, January 21, 1890, 
were approved. 

Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Pay Director A. W. Russell, U. S. 
N., and Dr. W. W. Godding, were appointed a committee to 
nominate a President and Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year ; 
and they reported recommending the election of the following : 
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President : 

1853.— Hon. JOHN H. B. LATROBK. 

Vice-Presidents : 



185Z. Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 
1851. Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, Va. 

1866. Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 

1867. Samuel A. Cro«er, Esq., Pa. 

1870. Robert Arthins^ton, Esq., Enjpland. 
1874. Rev. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Mass. 

1874. Rt. Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, D. D., O. 

1875. Rt. Rev. M. A. DeW. Howe, D. D., Pa. 

1875. Samuel K. Wilson, Esq., N. J. 

1876. Rev. Samnel E. Appleton. D. D., Pa. 

1876. Rev. H. M. Turner, D. D., I«I«.D. Ga. 

1877. Rev. E. G. Robinson, V^X>., R. I. 

1877. Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 

1878. Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 
1878. Admiral Robert W. Shuleldt, U. S. N. 



1880. Francis T. King, Esq., Mar>'land. 

1880. Rev. Samuel D. Alexander,D.D.,N. Y. 

1881. Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D..C0I. 

1882. Henry G. Marquand, F^., N. Y. 
1884. Rev. George D. Boatdman, D. D., Pa, 
1884. Rev.Bishop E. G. Andrews^D.D..N.Y. 
1884. Prof. Edw. W. Blyden,LL.D.,Uhorfa. 
1884. Rev. Otis H. Tiffany, D..0., Minn. 
1884. Rt. Rev. Heiuy-C. Totter, D. D.,N.Y. 

1886. Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1887. Hon. Robert S. Oiecn, N. J. 

1888. Hon. William Strong, D. C. 

1888. Rev. J. AspiuwaU Hodge, D. D., Ct. 
1888. Arthnr M. Bmton. Esq., Pa. 
1891. Rev. Leightoii Parka, Mass. 



The figures before each name indicate the year of first election. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

/Resolved, That the report be accepted and appzoved, and that the So- 
ciety elect the gentlemen nominated by the Committee. 

On motion — 

Resolved^ That the Society tenders its thanks to Rev. Leighton Parks 
for his able, scholarly, and eloquent address before the Society on its Sev- 
eqty-Fourth Anniversary, and that he be requested to furnish a copy for 
publication. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Society are due and are hereby ten- 
dered to the Rector and Vestry of the Church of the Epiphany for the use 
of their church on the occasion of our Seventy-Fourth Anniversary. 

Wm. Coppinger, 

Secretary. 



MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 20, iSg/. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society' 
met to-day at 12 o'clock m. in the rooms of the Society, 450 
Pennsylvania Avenue N. W. 

In the absence of Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, President of the 
Society, Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., was, on motion, in- 
vited to preside, and took the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. R. M. Luther, D. D. 

Mr. William Coppinger was appointed Secretary of the Board. 

Dr. Godding, Judge Nott, and Rev. Dr. Addison were ap- 
pointed a Committee on Credentials; and the Committee reported 
the following-named Delegates appointed for the year 1891: — 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. Arthur M. Burton, Esq., 
Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Rev. William E. Schenck, 
D. D., Pay-Director A. W. Russell, U. S. N. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 
Executive Committee. Judge Charles C. Nott, Reginald Ken- 
dall, Elsq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Dr. William W. 
Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved^ That the Report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and apprpved, and the gentlemen named be received as members of the 
Board. 

On motion — 

Resolved^ That Rev. R. M. Luther, D. D., of Philadelphia, Pa., and Mrs. 
Jane R. Roberts, of Liberia, be, and they are hereby, invited to seats in 
the Board, and to participate in its deliberations. 

The unprinted portions of the Minutes of the meetings of Janu- 
ary 21 and 22, 1890, were read ; and the Minutes were, on motion, 
approved. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy- Fourth Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 
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Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved y That the Annual Report he approved and referred to the 
Standing Committees according to its several topics. 

The Secretary presented and read the Statement of the Execu- 
tive Committee for the past year and accompanying papers. 

The Treasurer presented and read his report of Receipts and 
Disbursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit; Also, 
a Statement of the Property of the Society, and a Table of Re- 
ceipts by States in the year 1890. 

Whereupon, on motion— 

Resolved^ That the Statement of the Executive Committee and the 
Treasurer's Report, just read, with accompanying papers, be accepted, and 
that so much of them as relate to Foreign Relations, Finance, Auxiliary 
Societies, Agencies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be referred to 
the several Standing Committees in charge of tliose subjects respectively. 

The Chairman appointed the Standing Commiiiees^ as follows : 

Committee on Foreign Relations and on Education in Liberia, 
Judge Charles C. Nott and Pay-director A. W. Russell, Esq., 
U. S. N. 

Committee on Finance and an Accounts, Arthur M. Burton, 
Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., and Reginald Fendall, 
Esq. 

Committee an Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies, Rev. 
Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, and 
Reginald Fendall, Esq. 

Committee on Emigration, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., 
and Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D. 

On motion — 

Resolved^ That a Committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee and the Secretary and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Russell, Appleton and Burton were appointed the 
Committee. 

Letters were read from the following- named Directors present- 
ing an excuse for absence, viz.: Rt. Rev. H. C. Potter, D. D., 
Dec. nth; William E. Guy, Esq., Dec. 12th; Rev. George W. 
Samson, D. D., Dec. 15th; and Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., 
Jan. 14th; and from the President, Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, 
Dec. 17 th. 
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Communications were presented from Rev. George W. Sam- 
son, D. D., January 9th, and Hon. Henry W. Grimes, January 
1 6th, and they were referred to the Standing Committee on 
Foreign Relations and on Education in Liberia. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That the Board do now adjourn to meet in these rooms to- 
morrow morning at 11 o'clock. 



Washington, D. C,y January 21, 1891. 

The Board of Directors met this morning at 11 o'clock in the 
rooms of the Society, Rev. Dr. Schenck in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Addison. 

The minutes of the meeting of yesterday were read and ap- 
proved. 

Pay Director Russell, U. S. N., Chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee on Nominations, made a report recommending the re- 
election of the following : 

Executive Committee — Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sun- 
derland, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. Adoniram J. 
Huntington, D. D., Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis. 

Secretary and Treasurer — William Coppinger. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved f That the report be accepted and approved, and that the Board 
elect the officers nominated by the committee. 

Pay Director Russell, U. S. N., from the Standing Committee 
on Foreign Relations and on Education in Liberia, presented and 
read a report ; and it was, on motion, accepted, and the accom- 
panying resolution adopted ; and the same referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee, with power to act. 

Rev. Dr. Schenck retired, and Rev. Dr. Appleton was, on 
motion, invited to preside, and took the chair. 

Mr. Burton, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Finance 

and on Accounts, presented and read the following Reports, and 

they were, on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Finance respectfully report that they have 
examined the evidences of property belonging to the Society, for its own 
use and in trust, and find that they agree with the statement of the 
Treasurer. 
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The Standing Committee on Accounts respectfully report that they have 
examined the Treasurer's Account for the year 1890 and the vouchers for 
the disbursements, and find the same correct. 

Rev. Dr. Appleton, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies, presented and read the fol- 
lowing Report; and, on motion, it was accepted and the accom- 
panying resolution was adopted : 

The importance of having an earnest, energetic Agent of the Colonissa- 
tion Society to acquaint the world of our mission and work, our past 
success and future plans, is self-evident. The great importance of reviving 
our auxiliaries in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, 
and New Jersey is also self-evident. 

Resolvedy That the Executive Committee be requested to use every 
measure in its power to secure these most desirable objects, in order that 
the splendid work to which this Society has consecrated itself may be 
accomplished to the glory of God and the Christianizing and civilizing 
of Africa. 

Rev. Dr. Huntington, Chairman of the Standing Committee 

on Emigration, presented and read the following Report ; and, 

on motion, it was accepted and approved: 

The Committee on Emigration respectfully recommend that all suitable 
efforts be made by the circulation of the publications of our Society, and, 
if it be deemed advisable, by the establishment of otlier agencies, to 
awaken among benevolent and liberal men in all sections of the country, 
and especially among our colored population, a deeper interest in the sub- 
ject of Colonization in Liberia ; that for the accomplishment of these 
objects, money, as far as may be necessary, be appropriated, and also that 
great pains be taken for the selection of the ver>' best class of emigrants. 

On motion — 

Resolved^ That a Committee Ije appointed to urge upon the respective 
Boards of Trade of our export cities the importance of increased commer- 
cial intercourse between the United States and West Africa. 

• 

Messrs. Burton, Russell, Fendall, Nott, and Godding were ap- 
pointed the committee. 
On motion — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society \yt referred to the 
Executive Committee for publication. 

Rev. Dr. Huntington led in prayer, and the Board, on motion, 
adjourned. 

William Coppinger, Secretary, 



CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



American Colonization Society. 



Organized January i, iSij, 



Incorporated March 22, iSjj. 



Article 1. This Society shall be called The American Colonization Society. 

Article 2. Tlie objects of this Society shall be to aid the Colonization of 
Africa by voluntary colored emigrants from the L'nited States, and to promote 
there the extension of Christianity and civilizatiou. 

Article 3. Kyery citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the funds ot the Society tlie sum of one dollar, shall be a member of the Society 
for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who shall haye paid 
the sum of thirty dollars, shall be a member for life ; and any citizen pacing 
the sum of one thousand dollars, shall be a director for life. Foreigners may 
be made members by a vote of the Society or of the Directors. 

Article 4. Tiie Society shall meet annually at Washington on the third 
Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. At 
the annual meeting, a President and Vice-Vresidents shall be chosen, who shall 
perform the duties aj)pr(>priute to those offices. 

Article 5. Tlutre shall be a Board of Directors composed of the Directors 
for Life and of Deleg^ates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each of such 
Societies shall be entitled to one Delegate and an ad<litional Delegate for every 
two hundred dollar? i)aid into the treasury of this Society within the vear end- 
ing on the 3Ist of December: Provided^ That no Auxiliary shall be entitled to 
more than four Delegates in any one year. 

Article 'J. The Hoard shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, .1 
Treasurer and an Executive Committee of seven persons; all of whom shall, 
ex-oOido. be members of the Hoard. The President of the Society shall nlso be 
a Director, ex-of/tcio, ami President of the Board ; but in lli^ absence at any 
meeting a (Miairmnn shall be a{)pointed to preside. 

Article 7. The Board of Directors shall meet in Washington, at twelve 
o'clock M., on the thin! Tuesday of January in each vear, and at such other 

» V W 

limes ami jihices as it sliall appoint, or at the reciuest of the Executive Com- 
mitiee, and jit th«' request of iniv three of the Auxiliary Societies, communi- 
cated to the Correspomling Secretary. Seven Directors shall form a quorum 
for the tran>action of business. 

Article 8. The Executive Committee shall meet according to its own 
aj»i>ointTnenL or at the call of the Secretary. Tliis Committee shall have dis- 
cretionary power to transact the business of the Society, subject only to such 
limitations as are found in its charter, in its Constitution, and in the votes that 
have been passi-d, or may herealter be passed, by the Board of Directors. The 
Secretary and 'I'reasurer shall he members of the Committee, ex-ojh'rio, with 
tlie right to delihiraie. but not to vote. The Committee is authorized to fill 
all vacancies in its o^^ n body, to appoint a Secretary or Treasurer, whenever 
such ollices aic vacant, and to ajjpoint and direct sucii Agents as may be nec- 
essary tor the service of the Society. At every annual meetinir, the (.'omrait- 
tee >hall report tlieir doings 10 tiie Society and to the Board of Directors. 

Akiicle!*. This Constitution may be aihended upon a jiroposition to that 
elfcct, made and a|i})rnved at any meeting of the Board of Directors, or made 
by any of the Auxili.iry Societies reprr>ented in the Board of Directors, trans- 
mitted to tlie Secretary ami puhli>hcti iu the official paper of the Society three 
monili.^ before the annual meeting; provided such amendment receive the 
sanction of two-thirds of the Board at its next annual meeting. 
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THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

Goloniiation Building, Ho. 460 Fennsylvania ATenne, Waihinglon, B. C. 



President : 
RroHT Rev. HENRY C. POTTER. l>. T). 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Rer. Byhos Sunderland. D. D., Chairman. 

Rbginald Fexdall, Esq. Dr. William W. Godding. 

Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. 1>. Rev. A. J. HtntingtoXj D. D. 

Judge Charles C. Nott. J. Ormond Wilson, Esq. 

Secretart/ and Treasurer. — William Coppingbb. 



FORK OF BEQUEST. 

I give and bequeath to The American Colonization Society the sum 
of dollars. 

(If the bequest is of personal or real estate, so describe it that it can be 
easily identified.) 



EMIOBATIOH TO LIBERIA. 

So numerous have the applications become, that The American Coloni- 
zation Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things being equal, 
to those who will pay a part of the cost of their passage and settlement in 
Liberia. Persons wishing to remove to that Republic should make appli- 
cation, giving their name, age, and circumstances, addressed to William 
CoppiNOER, Secr«ta«*y and Treasurer, Colonization Rooms, Washington, D. 0. 



THE AFRICAN REPOSITORY: 

Published quarterly by the American Colonization Society; is intended 
to record the Society's proceedings, and all movements for the civilization and 
evangelization of Africa. It is sent, without charge, when requested, to the 
officers of the Society and of its Auxiliaries, to life members, and to annual 
contributors of ten dollars and upward to the funds of the Society. To sub- 
scribers it is supplied at One Dollar per annum, payable in advance. Orders 
or remittances for it should be sent to William Coppinger, Secretary and 
Treasurer, Colonization Rooms, Washington, D. C. 



SEVENTY-FIFTH 



Annual Report 



OF THB 



AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY: 



WITH THE 



MINUTES 



OK THE 



ANNUAL MEETING AND OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 



JANUARY 17, 19, AND 20, 1892. 



4 t 

■ 

washington city. 
Colonization Building, 450 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

1892. 



^^^RDCori> 



'<<^^ 



MAY 2 1892 



THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



-•-•^^ 



NECROLOGY. 

The President and two Vice-Presidents of the Amefican Colo- 
nization Society have been called away by death during the past 
year. 

The connection of the able and beloved Hon. John H. B. 
Latrobe with African Colonization began in 1822, when he pre- 
pared the first map of Liberia, forming that very appropriate 
name for the then recently established colony on the west coast 
of Africa, and he also at the same time gave the name .of its capi- 
tal Monrovia, from that of President Monroe. In 1833 he pre- 
pared a draft, which was adopted, of a Constitution and Bill of 
Rights for the Maryland settlement at Cape Palmas. He super- 
intended several of the earliest expeditions of emigrants from 
Baltimore, and was prominent in obtaining from the Legislature 
of Maryland appropriations in aid of African Colonization, first of 
$1,000 per annum, and soon after of $10,000 a year for twenty- 
five years. 

Mr. Latrobe was the first Secretary of the Maryland State 
Colonization Society, and then its President until 1853, when he 
was elected the fifth President of the American Colonization So- 
ciety, which position he actively filled and adorned until his 
lamented death. He gave to it rare powers in happy combination, 
uniting the intelligence of a Christian, statesman, and friend of 
humanity, appreciating its vast significance, sensible of the re- 
sponsibility it involved, and confidently hopeful of its success. 

Mr. Latrobe was the last of the American founders of Liberia, 
and his memory will long abide in the hearts of the people of that 
Republic. Lawyer, soldier, artist, poet, writer, engineer, in- 
ventor, and philanthropist, the world is better that thou hast 
lived ! 

Rev. Otis H. Tiffany, D. D., of Minnesota, elected a Vice- 
President in 1884, possessed commanding abilities and rare 
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eloquence. Under all circumstances he was the same, delightful 
in conversation, helpful in suggestion, fair in discussion, and wise 
in counsel. 

Francis T. King, Esq., of Maryland, elected a Vice President 
in 1880, was a man of profound faith and of rare zeal in the 
Master's cause, one whose wise counsel and Christian example 
will be gready missed. Kindly feelings disclosed by his look, by 
his gracious cordial manners, by his willingness to help all who 
needed his counsel or assistance, his toleration of difference oi 
opinion, his large charity and unostentatious beneficence drew to 
him all who were brought into relations with him, and secured 
their affection and regard. 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 

The total receipts during the year 1891 were $20,695.70. Of 
this sum $1,088.28 were donations ; $5,264.25 legacy, income, and 
annuity ; $22.53 for the African Repository ; $2,697.75 contribu- 
tions of applicants toward cost of passage to Liberia ; $1,374.50 
for rent of Colonization Building; $606.25 for education in 
Liberia; $1,129.34 interest on temporary loans, and $8,512.50 
from loans matured. These amounts, with the balance in the 
treasury at the beginning of the year, $3,304.23, have placed at 
the disposal of the Society $23,999.93. The disbursements of 
the year, including $15,346.80 for passage and settlement of emi- 
grants, amounted to $19,604.52, leaving a balance in the treasury, 
December 31, 1891, of $4,395.41. 

EMIGRATION. 

One hundred and fifty-four emigrants were given passage and 
the means of settlement in Liberia during the ytar — namely, 
thirty-nine, fifty-four, and sixty-one — by the bark Liberia, which 
sailed from New York February 14, May 28, and October 31, 
respectively. Of these, 2 were from South Carolina, 16 from 
Georgia, 26 from Florida, i6 from Alabama, 6 from Mississippi, 
86 from Arkansas, and 2 from Kansas. Ninety-eight were twelve 
years old and upwards, forty-three were between eleven and two 
years, and thirteen were under two years of age. Forty- two 
were reported to be communicants of Baptist, twenty of Metho- 
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dist, and four of Presbyterian churches. Of the adult males, thirty 
are farmers, seventeen are carpenters, and one is a blacksmith. 

These emig^rants were selected from many thousands of volun- 
tary applicants for the did of the Society, and they carried with 
them considerable cash, much baggage, and many articles likely 
to be of service in a new country. 

Intelligence has been received of the due arrival of these peo- 
ple at Monrovia, and of their location on lands assigned them 
near the St. Paul's river, in the rear of that city. 

Four young men, under the leadership of Prof. O. F. Cook, 
embarked on the last trip of the Liberia to establish an industrial 
school in the college building at Monrovia, and to explore the 
country east of the Republic. They were selected and appointed 
by the New York State Colonization Society. 

Hon. C. T. O. King lately wrote as follows : 

" The immigrants who have come to us with the aid of the 
Society during the past year have been a valuable addition to 
the Republic. Those at Barnesville, and whose six months* sup- 
port has expired, are not only reaping the products of their 
farms, but are living in houses of their own. Those at Fendall 
are doing well. They have planted eddoes, cassada, peas, ba- 
nanas, potatoes, etc., while not a few coffee scions are raising 
their green shoots from soil that a few months ago was covered 
with the dense vegetation known as ' bush.' *' 

Emigration to Liberia every year under the auspices of the 
American Colonization Society has been uninterrupted for the 
past seventy-one years. Those now reported make the number 
sent since the civil war to be 4,355, and a total from the begin- 
ing of 16,363, exclusive of 4,722 recaptured Africans which it in- 
duced and enabled the Government of the United States to settle 
in Liberia, making a grand total of 22,075 persons to whom the 
Society has given homes in Africa. 

SUCCESS OF SETTLERS. 

To the inquiry, **Dothe immigrants succeed in Liberia?" 
the following unsolicited testimony is presented 

Mr. Wesley Blake wrote from Robertsport, October 29, 1891, 
as follows : 

'* Immediately upon my arrival here early in 1889, I took up 
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the land assigned me and went right to work, as I saw at once 
that if I would be happy in this country I must go to the soil, 
and I went to it. I now have about 5,000 coffee trees, out of 
which some 1,500 are bearing. Some healthy families — farmers 
— ^settled here would, I am sure, prove opportune, and they 
would do well. We have a grand country, but men with brains 
and money are needed to fully develop its vast and untold re- 
sources.'* 

Mr. J. G. Sears thus wrote from Brewerville, March 3, 1891 : 

*' Liberia is just like what the Colonization Society represented 
it to be. I will raise about three hundred pounds of coffee this 
year, and by the looks of it a much larger amount next season. 
Please tell my brother and all my friends that Liberia is the home 
for the Negfo. I would not go back to live in the United States. 
My twenty-five acres of land are worth $500, and my privileges 
are not purchasable. Don't talk about America, but come to 
Liberia ; the home of the free and the land of our forefathers. 
We can here gather bread at all times, and get our meal from 
the palm tree. We have no trouble to raise potatoes, corn, and 
cassada — only plant them and then go and gather them." 

Gen. R. A. Sherman thus addressed a correspondent under 
date of Monrovia, September 16, 1891 : 

** In reply to your inquiry as to whether a working man can 
make a living here, my answer is yes, and a good one, too. 
There is plenty of room for mechanics and farmers. I mean in- 
dustrious ones, those who will go to work with a will — such men 
it is impossible to starve in Liberia. 

* ' Coffee, which is one of the great articles of export from here, 
bears in four or five years, according to soil, after planted. 
Each bearing tree produces from four to six pounds of coffee 
twice per year. Coffee sells here from sixteen to eighteen cents 
per pound, so that a man who owns ten thousand bearing coffee 
trees has an income of about $3,400 per annum. Many of our 
farmers have from 20,000 to 40,000 trees. I am not a farmer, but 
a merchant, and hence am acquainted with all the farmers of this 
country, and I know that during the season that closed in 
June last many of them sold from 20,000 to 40,000 pounds of 
coffee to merchants for cash. 

*• I wish you to distinctly understand me, that if the parties 
whom you say are anxious to come to Liberia are farmers and 
mechanics, and they will come with a determination to work, 
they can make an honest living and enjoy the fruits of their labor. 

** I came here with my parents in 1853, and have been here 
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ever since. My father was a poor mechanic with seven in family 
to support — ^a wife, a mother, and five children — the oldest of 
whom was the writer of this letter, then fifteen years old, and I 
can assure you that we have not been destitute of food or rai- 
ment one hour since we have been in this country, but have al- 
ways had a plenty of both and to spare. I have travelled a good 
deal within the last twenty years. I have been to Europe and 
America, and have enjoyed the comforts and even the luxuries 
of those countries, yet I am satisfied with my humble home in 
Liberia, and would not exchange places to-day for the finest 
palace I have seen abroad. Here I have enough to eat and to 
drink and I have freedom of speech and action. My color is 
not considered the livery of prejudice and oppression, as it would 
be in your country. I and my children are eligible for any 
office m Liberia, from policeman to President, and we sit here 
* under our own vine and fig tree* — it would be more appropriate 
to say plum or orange tree, as we have no fig tree here — * and 
there is none to molest or make us afraid.' *' 

APPLICATIONS. 

Our last annual report contained the following : 

*' Never in the history of the Society have the applications for 
its aid to remove to and settle in Liberia been so numerous and 
urgent nor more intelligently and earnestly presented than dur- 
ing the past year. A careful estimate of these papers shows 
that one million or more people of color are seriously consider- 
ing the matter of an early change of residence from the United 
States to Africa, a majority of them expressing their determi- 
nation to remove as soon as opportunity permits. ' ' 

The experience of the year 1891 confirms and emphasizes this 
statement, largely increased numbers having therein sought our 
aid for passage and homes in Liberia. The applications are all 
spontaneous, no effort whatever on our part having been made 
to excite a spirit of emigration to Africa or elsewhere. They 
come from nearly all parts of the South, but especially from 
Arkansas and the Indian Territory ; from parties who had re- 
moved thence from North Carolina and other States, and. who 
feel that they have not bettered their condition by their change 
of residence. 

Numerous petitions have been presented to Congress seeking 
an appropriation of money with which to remove and settle in 
Liberia, and the advice and assistance of nearly every one of the 
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Departments of the Government have been sought for the same 
purpose. The Postmaster General lately received a letter from 
Crawford, Miss., signed by W. M. Brooks, president, and H. P. 
Lawrence, secretary, saying: **The colored people want to 
emigrate to Africa. We want to know whether we could get any 
aid from this Government or not. We are holding meetings 
every month. We would be glad to hear from you soon. Ten 
thousand of us want to emigrate:" 

LIBERIA. 

It is gratifying to learn that the result of the recent general 
election in Liberia, which placed at the head of the Republic 
Hon. Joseph James Cheeseman, of Grand Bassa County, an en- 
lightened and energetic native of Liberia, has given satisfaction 
to the Aboriginese throughout the Republic, and that the Kroo- 
men of all sections have united in sending a congratulatory ad- 
dress to the President-elect. It is expected that an important 
increase in the revenue will accrue from improved legislation on 
the subject of the coastwise trade and from interior exploration. 
It is expected also that the foreign relations of the Republic and 
the educational question will claim greater attention than hereto- 
fore. 

The troops of Alimami Samudu are now on the eastern frontier 
of Liberia removing the obstructions to trade and intercourse 
with the interior kept up for generations by the fragmentary and 
predatory pagan tribes which infest the Liberian borders. Some 
of the leading men of the Mandingo chief have had friendly com- 
munication with the Liberian Government, and it is expected that 
the new administration will enter into formal and permanent 
amicable relations with this great military commander. 

The Society is indebted to Hon. C. T. O. King for the follow- 
ing statement : 

"Commerce. — Our commercial relations with foreign nations 
are on the increase. The Spanish Government has appointed a 
consul to represent the commercial interests of her Catholic 
Majesty's Government in Liberia. In addition to the German, 
Dutch, and French merchants who have heretofore been engaged 
in trade in this Republic, two English houses have recently been 
established and are doing an encouraging amount of business. 
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'* Agriculture. — The coffee crop the past season was large 
and showf*d an increase over that of last year, as new areas are 
beginning to yield this valuable commodity. Other products 
have not been neglected, and the agriculture of Liberia is annu- 
ally becoming a source of affluence to a growing class of pro- 
ducers. Coffee sells in the market here for sixteen, seventeen, 
or eighteen cents per pound, so that a farm of eighteen thousand 
trees (and there are several much larger) yields an annual in- 
come of some $3,000 a year. All classes of our citizens are 
planting coffee. Mercantile and professional men find it a satis- 
factory way of investing superfluous capital and spending their 
spare time, while the Aborigines around, especially the Kroo- 
men, are following the example thus set, and are in large num- 
bers becoming agriculturists. 

** Education. — Liberia College building has been thoroughly 
repaired, and with the arrival of the new professors from the 
United States it is expected that this institution will enter upon 
an enlarged career 01 usefulness. The schools of the American 
Colonization Society, the Ricks Institute, the Methodist Episco- 
pal Seminary, the Protestant Episcopal school at Monrovia, .and 
those of the Government, are in vigorous operation and are 
doing a good work.** 

AFRICA. 

The great powers, England, France, and Germany, who are 
chiefly concerned in the partition of Africa, are demonstrating 
their respective capacities to fulfill the responsibilities they have 
assumed. 

In East Africa German expeditions have met with serious re- 
verses from the natives, who are contesting the right of foreigners 
10 seize upon their territory and annex them noleyis voUns. 

In Western Soudan the great Mohammedan conqueror, Ali- 
mami Samudu, is putting the French to great inconvenience in 
their attempts to enforce the paper rights granted them to hold 
that portion of the continent as their " sphere of influence.*' 

Considerable excitement prevailed in Liberia about the middle 
of the year in consequence of the alleged seizure by a French 
Colonial Governor, with the aid of a French vessel of war, of 
nearly one hundred miles of Liberian territory adjoining Cape 
Palmas on the east. But on the attempt of French troops to 
occupy the country the Aboriginese, who are opposed to such 
occupation, gave them a reception in which they sustained 
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serious losses. It is not known whether the authorities in 
France gave countenance to the reprehensible proceedings of 
their representatives on the coast. It is gratifying to know that 
the United States Government has not been indifferent to this 
effort at spoliation of a nation planted and fostered by American 
benevolence. 

Great Britain, on the other hand, is advancing civilization by 
gentle and pacific means, and is proving the superiority of the 
commercial regime over the military — of government by com- 
panies over government by arms. 

Within the last six months England has assumed the pro- 
tectorate of the Oil Rivers, the most commercially wealthy por- 
tions of West Africa, and Major Claude Macdonald, the Com- 
missioner and Consul General, to whom has been intrusted the 
government of the new territory, shows himself an enlightened 
ruler, and is interesting himself in the agricultural no less than 
the commercial development of his charge, introducing cocoa 
and Liberian coffee plants for the encouragement of systematic 
and economic farming, teaching the natives by precept and 
example that the plowshare is greater than the sword. 

The policy and methods of the American Colonization Society 
for the regeneration of Africa, instead of being discredited by the 
progress of events, are proving to be the most effectual means 
for the great work which the whole civilized world now wishes 
to achieve in the interest of African progress. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Washington, D. C, January 17, 1892. 

The American Colonization Society held its Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary this evening in the New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Washington, D. C. 

The services were conducted by Rev. William A. Bartlett, 
D. D., pastor of the Church, who also presented the Seventy- 
fifth Annual Report of the Society, and delivered a discourse 
appropriate to the occasion. 

The benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr. Bartlett. 



Colonization Rooms, January 19, 1892. 

The Annual Meeting of The American Colonization Society 
was held to-day at 3 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 
450 Pennsylvania avenue. 

The Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Senior Vice-President^ 
in attendance, presided. 

The Minutes of the Anniversary on the 17th inst. were read, 
and with the Minutes of the Annual Meeting January 20, 1891, 
were approved. 

The Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., presented and read the 
following minute, and it was adopted by a standing vote and a 
copy ordered to be communicated to the family of the deceased : 

*' The year 1891 will be memorable in the annals of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society because on the nth day of last Sep- 
tember, John H. B. Latrobe departed this life. No words can 
express our sorrow as we gather to-day around the empty chair 
he filled for thirty-eight years as our President. We shall see 
him here no more, but he still lives and will live on when we are 
gone — in the wisdom, the ability, and the generous enthusiasm 
that are a part of the life of this Society and are enshrined in its 
history. He felt that he occupied a great office in a great cause, 
and though that cause was obscure and the world regarded it as 
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quixotic, and scornful criticism depreciated and ridiculed it, he 
never lost his love for it nor abated his efforts in its behalf 

'* There was indeed little in the present to animate him, but to 
his faith the future was bright with splendid visions of redeemed 
millions worshiping God in spirit and in truth, and rejoicing in 
the rich civilization of Christendom. 

** How large and grand he seems as we contemplate him amid 
all his manifold interests and employments, thinking, planning, 
and laboring not for himself but for others, not for a day but for 
the ages — not for a tribe but for a Continent. 

** His was no dreamy, romantic sentimentalism, spending itself 
in emotion and fine words. His enthusiasm for Africa meant self 
denial. As far back as 1823 he laid aside his loved law books 
and made a map of Liberia. As the years passed, his business as 
a lawyer increased. 

** The cares of life crowded upon him. Many loved pursuits 
solicited his attention. He was a Painter, a Poet, a Literateur, a 
Musician, an Inventor. His hours were precious to him, and yet 
the enthusiasm of his early manhood for the Liberian Republic 
never forsook him. It triumphed over the charms of the Paint- 
er's brush and of the Poet's ecstacy. Literary ambition, musical 
skill, inventive genius, were often subordinated to the claims of 
Colonization. It is perhaps difficult to realize to-day the amount 
of work involved in originating tjie Maryland State Colonization 
Society, in securing State aid to Liberian emigration, in influenc- 
ing the Maryland Legislature, in successive years, to make the 
several appropriations of money aggregating the large sum of 
$250,000. His sublime zeal was not confined to the people of 
his own State. It reached across the Atlantic. He was the 
originator of the Colony of Cape Palmas. He prepared its bill 
of rights, and the Constitution and ordinance for its temporary 
government. England's famed Wilberforce was not more earnest, 
energetic, and persistent, in his efforts for Negro Emancipation 
than was our Latrobe for the establishment of a free Christian re- 
publican state for emancipated Negro slaves in their Fatherland. 

** On the death of Henry Clay, this man who had so faithfully 
served the cause of the society, and whose labors in its behalf had 
made him the most conspicuous Colonizationist in the country, 
was elected its fifth President. That was in the year 1853, and 
never in all the years that have passed since then did he hesitate 
to employ to the utmost of his ability, his powers of eloquent 
speech in public assemblies — his able and learned pen by corre- 
spondence and through the press and the influence of his powerful 
and magnetic personality upon the official magnates of the land. 

*' Old age that chills the sympathies of men failed to put out the 
fire that burned in the bosom of Latrobe for Africa. His will 
speaks, as it were, from the chamber of death, testifying by an 
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act of beneficence to the old cause that his faith in its lofty aims 
and its ultimate success was unabated to the last. Over this life 
we have so much admired a singular glory has been shed. A 
high Christian motive controlled him. The busy man of the 
world was conscious of the presence here of the invisible King- 
dom of God and of the blessings it offers to the Barbarians of the 
Dark Continent. The source of his long service — the inspiration 
of his untiring heroic devotion, his own beautiful words recently- 
published reveal to us : — 

''Oh, were I left to choose the fame 
That ever more might cling 
Around the mention of my name, 
Like ivy on a tower close clustering — 
The triumphs, trumpet told, of war, 
The Senate's plaudits, and the crowd's hurrah, 
Might all unnoticed ring. 

Potosi's teeming mine. Golconda's sunny gem ; 
Aye, all the powers that boast the diadem, 
I'd bold as worthless, spurn unsought, 
If but a single voice 
Of Gratitude, unbought, 
From Africa should say 
I'd made one heart rejoice, 

Or, in that heathen land, had caused one soul to pray." 
June, 1832. 

A copy of the action of the 'Pennsylvania Colonization Society 
at the Annual Meeting, October 11, on the death of Hon. John 
H. B. Latrobe, communicated by Rev. E. E. Milnor, Secretary, 
December 11, was read. 

The Society proceeded to the Annual Election for Officers, 
when the Rt. Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D., was unanimously 
and by a standing vote elected President, and the following named 
gentlemen were elected Vice-Presidents : 



Prttidtnt: 



Right Rbv. HENRY C. POTTER, D. D. 
Viet'Prutdentt : 



1861 Rot. Robert Rylnnd, D. D., Ky. 
18S1 Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, Ya 
IMe Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 
1867 Samuel A. Crozer, Esq., Pa. 
1870 Robert Arthington, Esq., England. 
1874 Rev. Bishop R. S. t oster, D. D., Mass. 

1874 Rt. Rev. Gregory T. Biniell, D.D., O. 

1876 Rt. Rev. M. A. DeW. Howe, D. I)., Pa. 

1875 Samuel K. Wilson, Esq.. N. J. 

1878 Rev. Samuel £. Apple ion. D. D., Pa. 

1876 Rev. H. M. Turner, D. D., LL. D., Qa. 

1877 Rev. E. O. Robinson, 1). D., R. I. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson. Ind. 
1878 Admiral RobertW. Shufeldt, U. S. N. 
1880 Rev. Samuel D.Alexander,D.D.,N.Y. 



188lRev. Bishop H. W. Warren.D. D., Col. 
1882 Henry G. Marquand, Esq., N. Y. 
1884 Rev. George D. Boardman, J) D., Pa. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E.G. Andrews,D.D.,N.Y. 
1884 Prof.Edw.W. Blyden, L.L..D., Liberia. 

1886 Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. U. 

1887 Hon. Robert S. Green, N. .T. 

1888 Hon. William Strong, D. C. 

1888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. D., Gt. 
1888 Arthur M. Burton, Esq., Pa. 

1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass 

1892 Rev. Bishop Cyrus, D. D., Foss, Pa. 
1892 Hon. John Scott, Pa. 

1892 Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D , Pa. 
1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett,D. D., D. CL 
1892 Osmun Latrobe, Esq , Met. 



The figures before each name indicate the year of first election. 

On motion — 

Resolved^ That the Society tender its thanks to' the Rev. William A. 
Bartlett, D. D., for his able and eloquent discourse before the Society on 
the occasion of its Seventy-fifth Anniversary, and that he be requested to 
furnish a copy of the same for publication. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Society are hereby tendered to the 
Pastor and Board of Ofl&cers of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
for its use on the occasion of our Seventy-fifth Anniversary. 



On motion, adjourned. 



Wm. Coppinger, 

Secretary 



MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



•♦♦••^ 



Washington, D. C. January 79, i8g2. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met to-day at 12 o'clock M. in the rooms of the Society, 450 
Pennsylvania Avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

The Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., was, on motion, invited 
to preside ; and Mr. William Coppinger was appointed Secre 
tary. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D. 

Rev. Dr. Schenck, Mr. Fendall, and Mr. Burton were ap- 
pointed a Committee on Credentials ; and the Committee re- 
ported the following named Delegates appointed for the year 
1892 : 

Massachusetts Colonization Society. Rev. John S. Lindsay, 
•D. D. 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society, Arthur M. Burton, Esq., 
Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Rev. William E. Schenck, 
D. D., Pay-Director A. W. Russell, U. S. N. 

Maryland State Colonization Society, John E. Semmes, Esq., 
J. S. T. Waters, Esq., George W. S. Hall, Esq. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee, Judge Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron 
Sunderland, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved^ That the Report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and approved, and the gentlemeb named be received as members of the 
Board. 

The unprinted portions of the Minutes of the meetings of Janu- 
ary 20 and 21, 1891, were read ; and the Minutes were, on 
motion, approved. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy-Fifth Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 
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Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolvedy That the Annual Report be approved and referred to the 
Standing Committees according to its several topics. 

The Secretary presented and read the Statement of the Execu- 
tive Committee for the past year and accompanying papers. 

The Treasurer presented and read his report of Receipts and 
Disbursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit ; also, 
a Statement of the Property of the Society, and a Table of Re- 
ceipts by States in the year 1891. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved^ That the Statement of the Executive Committee and the 
Treasurer's Report, just read, with accompanying papers, be accepted, and 
that so much of them as relate to (Foreign Relations, Finance, Auxiliary 
Societies, Agencies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be referred to 
the several Standing Committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 

The Chairman appointed the S/andtn^ Committees, as follows : 

Committee on Foreign Relations and on Education in Liberia, 
Judge Charles C. Nott and Pay-director A. W. Russell, U. S. N. 

Committee on Finance and on Accounts. Arthur M. Burton, 
Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., and Reginald Fendall, 
Esq. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and on Agencies. Dr. 
William W. Godding, Reginald Fendall, Esq., and George W. 
S. Hall, Elsq. 

Committee on Emigration. Rev. B. Sunderland, D. D., and 
J. S. T. Waters, Esq. 

On motion — 

Resolvedy That a Committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee and the Secretary and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Russell, Burton, and Hall were appointed the Com- 
mittee. 

Letters were read from the following- named Directors present- 
ing an excuse for absence, viz. : Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., 
Dec. 28th; Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., Jan. i8th ; 
Eldward Cole, Esq., Jan. 17th. 

Pay Director Ruasell, Chairman of the Special Committee on 
Nominations, made a report recommending the re-election of the 
following : 
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Executive Committee — Hon. Charles C. Nott, Reginald Fen- 
dall, Esq., Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sun- 
derland, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. Adoniram J. 
Huntington, D. D., Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis. 

Secretary and Treasurer — William Coppinger. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved, That the report be accepted and approved, and that the Board 
elect the officers nominated by the committee. 

On motion — 

Resolved^ That the Board do now adjourn to meet in these rooms to~ 
morrow morning at ii o'clock. 

Adjourned. 



Colonization Rooms, 
Washington, D. C. January 20, i8g2. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met this morning at 11 o'clock, pursuant to adjournment, Rev. 
Dr. Appleton in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Sunderland. 

The Minutes of the meeting of yesterday were read and 
approved. 

Pay-Director Russell, U. S. N., from the standing Committee 
on Foreign Relations and on Education in Liberia, presented the 
following Report ; and it was, on motion, accepted and approved : 

Washington, /awwarK-?^* '^9^- 
The Committee ou Foreign Relations respectfully report : 

In the present condition of Liberiau affairs it is extremely difficult to 

lay down any practical plan of operations. Three things, however, appear 

to be indisputable : i. Liberia is a weak, is a defenseless power, having 

no political or commercial alliauce with any other nation. 2. The only 

powers with which she could have intimate relations are England and 

America, the first of which is seeking in Africa only her own interests, 

the second not even doing that. 3. The indifference of the American 

Government can only be overcome by commercial intercourse between 

the people of America and the people of Liberia. 

Rev. Dr. Sunderland, Chairman of the standing Committee 
on Emigration, presented and read the following Report ; and it 
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was, on motion, accepted and the accompanying resolution was 
adopted : 

The Committee on Emigration beg leave respecfully to report : 

That the transactions of the last year show that through its Executive 
Committee and its long tried and ever faithful Secretary the work of the 
Society in sending emigrants to Liberia from this country which has so 
long been continued has not been suffered to decline, and that of the 
emigrants sent out this last year most favorable and gratifying reports 
have been received. It is due to your Committee that while an occa- 
sional counter note is heard from some disappointed individual returning 
to this country with discouraging accounts, an incident which is likely to 
attend all' efforts at Colonization the world over, the whole trend of the 
testimony in behalf of I/iberian Colodizatiou confirms the wisdom and 
persistence of the Society in expending its funds and its strength to plant 
in that infant Republic a population that shall preserve the institutions of 
civil and religious liberty, and extend the blessings of beneficeut govern- 
ment and the gospel of salvation over the regions now lying in darkness. 

And now especially when applications are coming in daily, increasing 
numbers from the colored people in all parts of our country for transfer- 
rence to the land of their fathers, the only regret we feel arises from 
the knowledge of our limited resources and the restriction placed upon 
the operations of the Society by its lack of funds to meat the ever in- 
creasing desires of thousands of our colored population to find in Africa 
their home aud fortune, and there to build up a state that shall one day 
take rank among the principal nations of the earth. In view of which 
your Committee would recommend the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That every effort be put forth to extend and deepen the in- 
terest of lyiberian immigration, and to secure all possible aid whether 
from private munificence or legislative action in furtherance of this vital 
and commanding object. Comtnittee, 

Mr. Burton, Chairman of the standing^ Committee on Finance 

and on Accounts, presented and read the following Reports, and 

they were, on motion approved : 

The Standing Committee on Finance respectfully report that they have 
examined the evidences of property belonging to the Society, for its own 
use and in trust, and find that they a^ree with the statement of the 
Treasurer. 

The Standing Committee on Accounts respectfully report that they 
have examined the Treasurer's Account for the year 1891 and the vouchers 
for the disbursements, and find the same correct. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the 
Bzecutive Committee for publication. * 
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On motion — 

Resolved y That the thanks of the Board are due and are hereby teuderetl 
to the gentlemen composing the delegation from the Pennsylvania 
Colonization Society for their renewed presence and valued services at 
the present session. 

On motion — 

Resolved y that the thanks of the Board are due and are hereby tendered 
to the Rev. Samuel E Appleton, D. D., for the graceful and able manner 
with which he has presided at the present meeting ; and to the members 
of the Executive Committee for their wise and faithful management 
of affairs during the past year. 

Rev. Dr. Addison led in prayer, and the Board, on motion, 
adjourned. 

Wm. Coppinger, Secretary. 
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THE SEYEHTY- SIXTH jlNNUAL REPORT. 



NECROLOGY. 

Mr. William Coppinger, the well-known Secretary of 
the American Colonization Society, after a brief illness, died 
on the 9th of February, 1892. He was born in London, 
England, March 18, 1828, and came to this country when a 
young child. 

He entered the office of the Pennsylvania Colonization 
Society in 1838, when only ten years of age, and continued 
in that office until 1864. He was then appointed Secretary 
of the American Colonization Society, and filled this office 
until his death. His whole active life of fifty-four years 
was thus devoted to African Colonization. 

Immediately following his death both Societies with 
which he had been so prominently indentified adopted reso- 
lutions expressing the highest appreciation of his great 
services, and sincere and profound personal grief at his loss. 
Minutes of these proceedings were duly recorded in the 
permanent records of the respective Societies. 

He rests from his labors of a long life devoted to a great 
and noble cause with a consecration to which a parallel will 
rarely be found. His works are his fitting monument, and 
his virtues will long be cherished in the hearts of the race 
to whom he devoted his life. 

PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, AND TREASURER. 

The Right Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D., of N^w York, 
elected President of the Society at its last annual meeting, 
was not present at the time, and for some months ensuing 
was absent in Europe. Soon after his return he visited 
Washington and held conferences with the Executive Com- 
mittee, and at once commenced giving practical attention to 
the duties of his office. 
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On the death of Mr. Coppinger, who was both Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Society, Mr. Reginald Fendall, a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee, was appointed Acting 
Treasurer, and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, also a member of 
the Executive Committee, was appointed acting Secretar>\ 
and these gentleman have performed the duties of their re- 
spective offices through the unexpired term of the late Sec- 
retary and Treasurer. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the past year the Colonization Societ}' has sent 
fifty emigrants to Liberia. They sailed in the bark Liberia 
from the port of New York March lo. had a comfortable 
and pleasant voyage, and arrived at Monrovia April 7. 
At the same time the Rev. E. E. Smith, of Goldsboro, 
N. C. , who was favorably known through valuable services 
rendered to the Society while United States Minister to 
Liberia under the administration of President Cleveland, 
and on other occasions, was sent out to take charge of the 
emigrants on their arrival at Monrovia and see that they 
were properly located. Many complaints in regard to the 
manner in which these duties had been discharged by the 
former agent had of late reached the Executive Committee. 
Mr. Smith was instructed also to investigate the condition 
of parties of emigrants sent out previously, and other mat- 
ters of interest to the Society, and to make a written report. 
He did so, and his report containing much valuable infor- 
mation was published in Bulletin No. i, issued in Novem- 
ber last. 

After an inspection of proposed sites by our agent and the 
emigrants themselves, an elevated region was selected 
near one of the branches of the Montserado river, on the 
outer borders of a settlement named Johnsonville, and about 
twenty miles east from Monrovia. The land was surveyed 
and allotted to the several emigrants with all possible dis- 
patch, and Mr. Smith reports as follows : 

**Mr. David Rivers, one of said emigrants, moved into 
his own frame house July 13th, just three months and six 
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days after his arrival in the country, or one month and 

fifteen days after receiving the certificate giving the 

boundary of his land. Up to the loth of August, two days 

before I left Liberia, Mr. Rivers had planted out on his own 

land more than five thousand coffee scions, also quantities 

of other produce, and a considerable amount of vegetables , 

of different kinds. 

* * Mr. Spencer Day and others of the same party have r 

since moved into their own houses, and are earnestly push- 
ing forward and industriously clearing their land and put- 
ting out coffees, which if not the only, is certainly the 
principal, product of the country from which farmers 
realize money." 

In reference to the settlements of future parties of emi- 
grants Mr. Smith says : 

** The time has come, I think, however, when a beginning 
should be made to push outward, interiorward with the set- 
tlements of the countr>^ While some little more of expense 
may be incurred in settling emigrants at a distance from the 
streams, it will be the means of opening up roads, building 
bridges, and thereby will invite trade from finding its way 
elsewhere. Again, such beautiful, rolling sections of coun- 
try as are to be seen out beyond Arthington are far more de- 
sirable to settle in than portions of the tide-water country. 
The water is pure and cool, the air is less humid, less ener- 
vating ; and I think the section is in every way more salu- 
brious. 

" I would not be understood to mean that a party of emi- 
grants should be isolated by being located at an inconvenient 
distance from other settlements, but I do mean that I think 
the settling of emigrants should tend interiorward. Let the 
settlements be contiguous, but interiorward. ' ' 

Mr. Benjamin Anderson & Son, the Liberian surveyors, 
who assisted Mr. Smith in locating the last party of emi- 
grants, say : 

** The next party of emigrants, if located here, will have 
to be placed further out, but in such vicinity as to give the 
touching hand to their neighbors. It is thought prudent 
not to crowd them too close together, but to give tlieni ample 
room, so that they may be helpful, assisting, and conven- 
iently at hand to each other for all emergencies. The plant- 
ing of far-off and isolated settlements of emigrants can not 
be recommended. 
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*'It is greatly to be desired that the Government itself 
shall take a more active part in the sur\-ey of public lands 
for emigrants It would be well if, upon being advised of 
the coming of emigrants, certain tracts of land should be as- 
signed and laid out before their arrival, so as to enable them 
to enter on their possessions immediately after their arrival. 
Mr. Witherspoon, in view of thus facilitating the entry of 
emigrants on their lands, recommends this plan, and in 
view of future operations has selected a sight in every way 
suitable for the purpose ; a place finely watered and heavily 
timbered.'' 

Hereafter the Society will see to it that emigrants going 
out under its auspices are located on the higher lands back 
from the coast, and on the outer verge of present settlements. 

The following extract from Mr. Smith's report is signifi- 
cant : 

* ' Emigrants are beginning to make their way to Liberia 
via Liverpool. Since April last emigrants from the United 
States have arrived in Liberia, at their own expense, at four 
different times. The first consisted of a man and wife and 
five children, who came in April ; the second, a single man, 
who came in May ; the third, of a man and wife and six 
children, who came in July ; and last, a single man came also 
in July — making, in the last five months, a total of seven- 
teen emigrants who paid their own expenses from the 
United States, by the way of Liverpool, to Liberia. The 
Government gives them land and allowances, such as are 
given to those sent by the Society." 

The route from New York to Liberia by way of Liverpool 
is nearly twice the length of a direct one, and involves a 
reshipment at the intermediate port. The time and ex- 
pense, therefore, being nearly twice as great as they would 
be by a direct route, are a great obstacle to emigration at 
present. 

It is believed that the flow of emigration, independent of 
any pecuniary assistance from the Society or otherwise, will 
continuously increase in volume and eventually, when a 
direct line of steam communication is opened, will become 
the most potent factor in the upbuilding of Liberia and the 
civilization of Africa. 
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The American Colonization Society was organized sev- 
enty-six years ago, and four years thereafter sent out its 
first party of colonists ; each year since it has sent out emi- 
grants to lyiberia. Those reported for the past year make a 
total of 16,413, exclusive of 5,722 recaptured Africans which 
it enabled the Government of the United States to settle in 
Liberia, or a grand total of 22,135 persons whom the Soci- 
ety has assisted in finding homes in Liberia. 

APPLICATIONS. 

Although during the past year the policy of the Society 
has been to discourage applications for aid in emigrating to 
Liberia the number of persons applying has been increasing 
rather than diminishing. These applications come from 
persons in many of the States, north as well as south, are 
usually ver>' pressing and oft-repeated, and at this time 
number many thousands. It is not doubted that many of 
these would better the condition of themselves and their 
children and benefit Liberia by making their homes there. 
But the present means of the Society do not enable it to ex- 
tend a helping hand -to more than a small number of the 
applicants whom it considers really worthy of its assistance. 

AFRICAN REPOSITORY. 

The publication of the African Repository as an organ of 
the American Colonization Society was commenced in 1825, 
and for a series of years it was issued as a monthly, and 
subsequently as a quarterly magazine, with a large paying 
list of subscribers. The proceeds were appropriated to the 
special work for which the Society was founded. At that 
earlier period of the Society's existence Africa was indeed 
but little known to the civilized world, the general press 
was quite limited in its scope, and the necessity of a special 
organ to inform the public of the Society's purpOvSes and 
work was quite evident. These conditions had been greatly 
changed in the lapse of time. Africa had been largely ex- 
plored, and books, magazines, and newspapers had been 
greatly multiplied and filled with African information and 
news, and thus had lessened the demand for the Repository, 
until it had ceased to bring to the Society any pecuniary 
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return. It was deemed best therefore to substitute for it 
publications of an occasional character, and accordingly the 
first bulletin of information was issued in November last. 
The publication of these bulletins will be continued from 
time to time as circumstances may require. 

FUTURE POLICY OF THE SOCIETY. 

The American Colonization Society, after reviewing its 
past history and considering its present resources and envi- 
ronment, and looking to the promotion of the best interests 
of Liberia, proposes a line of work for the future, which 
may be briefly stated as follows : 

1. Colonists hereafter to be selected with special reference 
to the needs of Liberia, and to be located there with more 
care and to better advantage to themselves. 

2. Funds held in trust for education to be applied in ways 
to aid and stimulate the Liberian Government to more en- 
ergetic action in establishing and fostering an efficient system 
of public schools, rather than in merely supporting inde- 
pendent schools. 

3. The Society to make a special effort to collect and dif- 
fuse more full and reliable information about Liberia, and 
as a bureau of information to make itself practically useful 
both to Liberia and the Negroes in the United States de- 
siring to emigrate there. 

4. The Society to promote in every possible way the es- 
tablishing of more direct, frequent, and quicker communica- 
tion between the United States and Liberia. 

5. The chief end of the work of the Society to be in the 
line of enabling and stimulating Liberia to depend less and 
less upon others, and more and more upon herself. 

LIBERIA. 

The present administration of the government of Liberia 
is reported to be highly satisfactory to the citizens of that 
Republic. At the head of it is President Joseph James 
Cheeseman, who was born and educated in the countrj- , and 
who by his excellent character, intelligence, and energy had 
achieved eminent success as a private citizen. The mem- 
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bers of his cabinet in their several departments are all men 
of high character and good executive ability. 

It is now more than forty-five years since Liberia assumed 
the position of an independent Republic. During that 
period she has exercised the functions of a National Gov- 
ernment, having executive, legislative, and judicial depart- 
ments, keeping peace and order within her own borders, 
collecting and disbursing revenues, holding diplomatic in- 
tercourse with other- nations, and establishing a system of 
common schools. In response to the will of her people as 
expressed by their suffrages, twenty-three administrations 
have succeeded one another in the peaceful and orderly 
manner prescribed by her written constitution It is not 
claimed that all this has been done with the most advanced 
intelligence and a high degree of efficiency, but when we 
reflect that it has been accomplished by about 16,000 colo- 
nists from the United States, who back of them had only 
the heredity of thousands of years of a low state of barbar- 
ism, and that civilization and education which the condition 
of slavery' as it existed in our country gave them ; who car- 
ried with them little beside illiteracy, poverty, and the habit 
of dependence ; who were planted in an isolated position on 
the far-off coast of a wild and savage continent, in a territory 
already occupied by from one to two millions of native Afri- 
cans, we are compelled to acknowledge that the record is 
highly creditable, and especially so when compared with 
that of many of the central and South American States 
during the same period. 

As we look over the latest map of the great continent of 
Africa and see the European protectorates already covering 
the larger part of its area, whose inspiring motives are com- 
mercial greed, and whose traffic with the natives is so 
largely demoralizing and destructive, it is with increased 
satisfaction that we turn to the little Republic on its west- 
em coast ** founded by black men, reared by black men, and 
maintained by black men," and our deepest interest, our 
warmest sympathies, and our brightest hopes center in Li- 
beria — Liberia for the sake of herself, Liberia for the sake 
of Africa, Liberia for the sake of the Negro race. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted : 
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3IINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZA- 
TION SOCIETY. * 



-»•-•- 



CoLONiZATio?^ Rooms, January 77, T8g3, 

The annual meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held to-day at i o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the So- 
ciety, 450 Pennsylvania avenue. 

President Potter presided. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. S. E. Appleton it was — 

Reso 'ved. That we express our great gratificatiou that the Right 
Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D., has accepted the office of President of 
the American Colonization Society, and that we pledge to him our 
hearty co-operation. 

The minutes of the annual meeting, January 19, 1892, 
were read and approved. 

The Rev. Dr. Pluraley and the Rev. D. D. Addison were 
appointed a committee to make nominations for the offices 
of President and Vice-President of the Society for the en- 
suing year. 

The Rev. Dr. S. E. Appleton and the Rev. John Miller 
were appointed a committee to prepare a minute on the late 
Secretary Coppinger, and they reported the following, which 
was adopted by a standing vote and ordered to be entered 
in the records of the Society : 

** As we meet at this, our seventy-sixth annual meeting, 
we miss the gentle presence and kindly greeting of our hte 
Secretary, Mr. William Coppinger. He had been so long 
connected with this Society, he had been so faithful to his 
duties, so devoted in mind and heart to the work of coloni- 
zation to which he had dedicated his whole life, that it will 
be most difficult to supply his place. The committee would 
respectfully suggest that a portrait of Mr. Coppinger be pro- 
cured by the Executive Committee and hung upon our walls 
that we may be ever reminded of the blessed work he did for 
Africa, for humanity, and for Christ." 

On motion of Mr. Wilson it was — 

Resolved, That the American Colonization Society unanimously 
and heartily endorses the Rev. E. E. Smith, of Goldsboro, N. C, for 
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the position of United States Minister Resident to Liberia, and the 
President of this Society, in its name, is hereby requested to take 
such action as he may deem proper and best for the purpose of secur-. 
ing Mr. Smith's reappointment to the position which he formerly 
filled with great acceptance to the respective Governments of the 
United States and Liberia, and at the same time rendered most valu- 
able services to this Society. 

The President presented the following communication 
addressed to him, which was read and ordered to be placed 
on file : 

Department of State, 
Monrovia, Liberia, May 2j, tSgi. 

Sir : I have the honor to send you herewith copies of the Presi- 
dent's inaugural address and proclamation, acts of the late session of 
the legislature, and a circular. 

I avail myself of this occasion to express the high appreciation on 
the part of the Government and people of Liberia of your valuable 
services in connection with the American Colonization Society, an 
institution to which we are so largely indebted for our national ex- 
istence. 

Possibly we on this side can realize more forcibly than you how 
closely connected the work of your Society is with the most effectual 
operations of the church in this country. The organization that seeks 
to return to heathen Africa her children who have learned in their 
exile the elevating and saving truths of the Gospel, and whose efforts 
have produced the results that mark the operations of your Society, 
partakes very largely of the features of a gigantic missionary work. 

Groups of Negro christians from the United States of America, set- 
tling themselves at various points among the pagan tribes of this 
country, in families and communities, having with them the chapel 
and school-house, the hoe, the blacksmith's hammer, and the car- 
penter's tools, form object lessons that can not fail to impress upon 
the minds of these people the fact that even in this world there is a 
higher and more noble existence than that to which they have been 
accustomed. Add to this the consideration that as regularly as the 
Sabbath day dawns portions of the sublime truths of the Gospel are 
imparted to them, in short and simple sentences though it be, and 
you so readily see how largely your Society is engaged in the work 
of sounding forth the Gospel of Salvation to the sons and daughters 
of Africa. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

• G. W. Gibson, Secretary of State. 
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The Rev. Dr. Plumley from the Committee to nominate 
officers reported the following-named gentlemen, who were 
unanimou.sly elected : 

President : 

Rir.HT Rrv henry O. POTTER. I). D. 

Vice- PretidenU : 



1861 Rev. Robeit Ryl»nd, D. D , Ky. 
1851 Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, Va. 

1866 Hon. James R. T>oolittl<>, 'Wis. 

1867 Mr. Sarauel A. Crozer, Pa. 
1870 Mr. Robert Arthirgton, Eng. 

1874 Rev. Rish.R.S.Fo5ter,DD.,Mass. 

1875 Rt.ReT.M.A.DeW.Howe.D.D..Pa. 
1675 Mr. Samnel K. Wilsoa, N. J. 
Ib7^ Rev. Saml. E. Appleton,D.D.,Pa. 

1876 Rev.H.M.TurnerD.D ,IJL..D.,aa. 

1877 Rev. E. G. Robinson, D. D., R, I. 

1877 Rev. Wm. E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson.Ind. 
1878 Adm Robert W.Shufeldt.U.S.N. 

1880 Rev.Sam.D.Alexander,D.D.,N.Y. 

1881 Rev.Bwh.H.W.Warren,D.D..Ool. 



U82 Mr. Henry G. Maiquand, N. Y. 
1894 Rev.Geo. D. Boardman,1).D. Pa. 
1884 Rev.Blnh E.G.Andrews,D.I).,N.Y 
1884 Prof. E.W.Blyden,LL D.,Liberla. 

1886 Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1887 Hon. Robert S. Green, N. J. 

1888 Hon William Strong, D. C 

1888 Rev. J Aspinwall Hodge. 1>.D.,Ct. 
1888 Mr. Arthur M. Barton, Pa. 

1891 R^v. Leigbton Parks, Macs. 
1898 Rev. Edw. W. Appleton,l).D.,Pa. 

1892 Rev. Wm. A. Bartlett. D. D.,D. O. 

1892 Mr. Osman Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Hon. J. G. Bancioft Davis, D. C. 
1893 Rt. Rev. T. U. Dudley, D. D.,Ky. 



The flgnres before each name indicate the year of first election. 

The Society then took a recess until 7.30 o'clock p. m., 
when the public exercises of the anniversar>' were to com- 
mence in the First Presbyterian Church, Four-and-a-half 
street, between C and D streets, N. W. 



The Society reconvened in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Four-and-a-half street, between C and D streets, N. W., at 
7.30 o'clock p. m. 

The flags of the United States and Liberia and large out- 
line maps of Africa and Liberia were displayed on the wall 
in front of the audience. 

The Rev. Dr. Sunderland presided. 

The order of exercises was as follows : 

1. Invocation by the Rev. Dr. Plumley. 

2. Introductory Address by the Rev. Dr. Sunderland. 



14 Seventy-Sixth Annual Report of 

3. Singing, conducted by Mr. and Mrs. Christopher C. 
McKinney, the organist and leading soprano of the Fif- 
teenth street Presbyterian Church Choir. — The Guadeamus 
by Diabelli. 

4. Reading the Annual Report by Secretary Wilson. 

5. Address by President Potter.* 

6. Singing — America. 

7. Remarks by Prof. O. F. Cook. 

8. Singing — The Liberian National Hymn. 

9. Address by the Rev. E. E. Smith, of Goldsboro, N. C, 
late United States Minister to Liberia. 

ID. The audience was dismissed with the Benediction by 
the Rev. Dr. Plumley. 
On motion— 

Resolved, That the Society tender ils thanks to the Pastor and 
Board of Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church, to Mr. and Mrs. 
McKinney and their associates of the Fifteenth street Presbyterian 
Church Choir, and to the citizens of Washington, who have so gener- 
ously contributed to the success of this meeting. 

On motion, adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wii^on, 

Secretary. 



The American Colonization Society. 15 



MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. Q,,, January jj, iSgj, 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization 
Society met to-day at 12 o'clock m. in the rooms of the 
Society, 450 Pennsylvania Avenue N. W., Washington, 
D. C. 

President Potter presided, and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was 
appointed Secretary. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. R. G. S. McNeille. 

The Rev. Dr. Sunderland, Judge Nott, and Mr. Fendall 
were appointed a Committee on Credentials, and the Com- 
mittee reported the following-named Delegates appointed 
for the year 1893 : 

Massachusetts Colonization Society. — The Rev. D. D. Ad- 
dison. 

A^ew Jersey Colonization Society, — The Rev. John Miller. 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Arthur M. Bur- 
ton, the Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., and Mr. Gilbert 
Emley. 

Marylatid Colonization Society. — Mr. George W. S. Hall. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — ^Judge Charles C. Nott, Mr. Regi- 
nald Fendall, Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron 
Sunderland, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. 
Huntington, D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Lije Directors.— "t^^i^ Right Rev. H. C. Potter, D. D., of 
New York, the Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., of New 
York, and the Rev. Edward W. Appleton, I). D., of Pa. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved^ That the Report of the Committee on Credentials be 
accepted and approved, and the gentlemen named be received as 
members of the Board. 
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On motion — 

The Rev. G. S. Plumley, D. D., the Rev. G. W. Samson, 
D. D., and the Rev. R. G. S- McNeille, D. D., were re- 
ceived as a Committee appointed to represent the New York 
Society. 

Prof. O. F. Cook, who was sent by the New York Society 
as one of the representatives of their most recent work in 
Liberia, and as possessing fresh and interesting knowledge 
of the condition there, was present and invited to address 
the meeting. 

The unprinted portions of the minutes of the meetings 
of January 19 and 20, 1892, were read ; and the minutes 
were, on motion, approved. 

The Chairman appointed the Staiiding Commitees, as fol- 
lows : 

Committee on Education and foreign Relations, — ^Judge 
Nott and Mr. Emley. 

Comtnittee ofi Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Burton, Mr. Wil- 
son, the Rev. Dr. Huntington, and the Rev. Dr. Addison. 

Committee 07i Anxiiiary Societies and Agencies, — The Rev. 
Dr. Samson, Mr. Burton, and the Rev. D. D. Addison. 

Committee on Emigration, — The Rev. Dr. S. E. Appleton 
and the Rev. Dr. Sunderland. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to uominate the Execu- 
tive Committee, Secretary, aud Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

The Rev. Dr. McNeille, the Rev. Dr. S. E. Appleton, and 
Judge Nott were appointed the Committee. 

The Secretary prCvSented and read the Seventy-Sixth An- 
nual Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The Treasurer presented and read his report of receipts 
and disbursements for the past year, with the certificate of 
audit ; also a statement of the property' of the Society and a 
table of receipts by States in the year 1892. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved, That the annual report and the Treasurer's report, just 
read, with accompanying papers, be accepteii, and that so much of 
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them as relate to Foreign Relations, Finance, Auxiliary Societies, 
Agencies, Accounts, Emigration and Education, be referred to the 
several Standing Committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 

Ou motion — 

The Board took a recess to give the members an oppor- 
tunity to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Col- 
onization Society. 



The Board reconvened at 3.30 o'clock p. m. 

The Rev. Dr. MqNeille, Chairman of the Committee to 
Nominate an Executive Committee, Secretary, and Treas- 
urer, made the following report which was unanimously- 
adopted : 

The Exeaitive Committee, — Hon. Charles C. Nott, Mr. 
Reginald Fendall, Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. 
Adoniram J. Huntington, D. D., and Hgn. J. C. Bancroft 
Davis. 

Secretary and Treasurer. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

On motion of President Potter it was — 

Resolved^ That the Executive Committee be authorized to appoint 
on the nomination of the President a Corresponding Secretary and 
General Agent. 

Mr. Emley, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and on Education in Liberia, presented 
the foUo'ving report, and it was on motion accepted and ap- 
proved : 

" We have not had time to study our relations with for- 
eign nations in regard to Liberia. We hear of encroach- 
ments of both England and France, but can not positively 
say that they are serious. President Harrison in his last 
message speaks of Liberia, and says ' that he found it neces- 
sary to enter his protest against their occupation of any part 
of that country. ' We should consider that protest sufficient 
to relieve the Colonization Society from any fear of danger 
of foreign invasion. 

*' Education in Liberia has been freely discussed to-day, 
and the statement in the report adopted seems to have met 
with the approval of the Society. The money given for 
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this purpose should be attended with every caution as to its 
effective application and economical distribution. Every 
effort should be made to have such competent teachers em- 
ployed as will insure to every one a good common educa- 
tion. We all know how important it is to have thorough 
organization and accounts of the moneys applied, and re- 
ports of the progress made in education rendered at least 
twice a year. ' ' 

Mr. Burton, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Accounts and Finance, presented and read the following 
report, and it was, on motion, approved : 

*'The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance 
respectfully report that they have examined the Treasurer's 
account for the year 1892 and the vouchers for the disburse- 
ments, and find the same correct, and that they have exam- 
ined the evidences of property belonging to the Societj^ for 
its own use and in tru.st, and find that they agree with the 
statement of the Treasurer. ' * 

The Rev. Mr. Miller prCvSented a check of Samuel K. 
Wilson for $100, dated January 13, 1893, payable to the 
order of Reginald Fendall, Treasurer of the American Col- 
onization Society, and requested that the amount be applied 
toward the passage to Liberia of the Rev. A. L. Ridgel, of 
Brinkley, Ark. It was received and ordered to be disposed 
of as requested. 

The Rev. Dr. Sunderland presented a communication 
from Mr. W. B. Matchett, dated Washington, D. C, Jan- 
uary 17, 1893, presenting a claim against the Society dating 
back to October 17, 1834. Referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, Chairman of the Committee on 
Auxiliary Societies and Agencies, reported the following, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Board of the Araericau Colonizatiou Society 
regard with gratification the renewed representation of the New York 
State Colonization Society at their annual meeting ; and that as New 
York city has been the centre from which emigrants have been sent 
out, and is the residence of the President of the American Society, 
while also the New York Society holds in trust the largest fund availa- 
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ble for Liberian education, the Board commend to the Executive 
Committee the favorable entertaining of any proposition from the 
New York Society for future co operation. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the 
Rxecutive Committee for publication. 

The Board, on motion, adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary. 



K. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I jrfve and bequeath to Tjie American Colonization Society the sum 
of dollars. 

(If the iHjquest is of personal or real estate, so describe it that it ean be 
easily identitied.) 



EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 

So numerous have the applications become that The American Goi^ni- 
zation Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things being 
e(iual, to those who will pay the most towards the cost of theirpassage and 
settlement in Liberia. Persons wishincr to remove to that Republic should 
make application, giving their name, age, and circumstances, addressed 
to Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secret4iry, C-olonization Rooms, Washington, 
D. G. 



BULLETIN OF INFORMATION. 

The publication of The African Repository ha.s been discontinued, and 
in its place Bulletins of information are to be issued from time to time, aa 
circumstances may justify, which will contain the proceedings of the So- 
ciety, important information and news from Liberia, and movements for 
the civilization and evangelization of Africa. These will be sent, without, 
charge, wlien re(|uest-ed, to the othcers of the Society and itfl Auxiliaries, 
to life members, and to aimiial contributors often dollars and upwanl to 
the funds of the Society. Orders or remittances for these should be sent 
to Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary, Colonization Rooms, Washington! 
D. O. 

Colonization Building, No. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D. C. 
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THE SEVENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



The American Colonization Society at its last annual meeting 
unanimously adopted the following statement of a policy to 
guide its future action : 

1. Colonists hereafter to be selected with special reference to 
the needs of Liberia, and to be located with more care and to 
better advantage to themselves. 

2. Funds held in trust for education to be applied in ways to 
aid and stimulate 'the Liberian Government to more energetic 
action in establishing and fostering an efficient system of public 
schools, rather than in merely supporting independent schools. 

3. The Society to make a special effort to collect and diffuse 
more full and reliable information about Liberia, and, as a 
bureau of information, to make itself practically useful both to 
Liberia and the Negroes in the United States desiring to emi- 
grate there. 

4. The Society to promote in every possible way the establish- 
ment of more direct, frequent, and quicker communication be- 
tween the United States and Liberia. 

5. The chief end of the work of the Society to be in the line 
of enabling and stimulating Liberia to depend less and less upon 
others and more and more upon herself. 

APPLICATIONS. 

The concurrent testimony of the best-informed men in Li- 
beria is to the effect that only young, hardy, intelligent, and 
enterprising emigrants are now wanted. 

There are thousands of natives and others already there to 

(3) 
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perform any ordinary unskilled labor that is required, and who 
stand ready to work for a compensation of a few cents a day. 
There is no demand for services in the menial employments, so 
largely sought for and obtained by Negroes in the cities and 
larger towns of this country. The emigrant that Liberia wants 
must be able to take the 25 acres of wild land which the gov- 
ernment will give him ; clear it, build himself a cabin or cottage, 
comfortable for that climate ; plant his vegetables, cereals, and 
coffee trees, and provide himself with fowls and other domestic 
animals, and he must have money enough to enable him to do 
all this and to support himself and family meanwhile. There 
is no better evidence that an applicant possesses the qualifica- 
tions needful for success in that primitive country than the fact 
that he has already done well in the country which he leaves ; 
that he has there acquired at least a rudimentary education, 
supported himself and family, and by his industry and thrift 
saved money enough to enable him to settle in a new home. 

The number of Negroes desiring to emigrate from this coun- 
try to Liberia and applying to this Society for assistance is not 
diminishing. The applications on file number many thousands, 
and new ones are being received constantly. A large maiority 
of these applicants are both illiterate and impecunious, and in 
most cases it may well be doubted whether emigration would 
improve the condition of either themselves or Liberia. 

There are, however, a large number of more intelligent and 
better educated, more enterprising and thrifty young Negroes in 
this country, who have formed a deliberate opinion that they 
can have a better chance to develop the full measure of their 
manhood, to improve the fortunes of themselves and their de- 
scendants, and to promote the highest interests of their race by 
making a home in a land where the Negro rules, and that no 
other country on the globe holds out so good a prospect for the 
realization of these aspirations as does Liberia. 

The marvelous progress now being made in opening up the 
whole continent of Africa to development, commerce, and Chris- 
tian civilization, and a better knowledge of Liberia are attracting 
the attention of the more intelligent and enterprising young 
men of the race, and thus increasing the number from which 
the little Republic must draw her recruits in the future, if she is 
to realize the best hopes of herself and friends. 
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EMIGRATION. 

During the past year this Society has assisted five emigrants : 
Rev. A. L. Ridgel, aged 31, Methodist preacher, and his wife, 
Mrs. Fannie L. Ridgel, aged 30, from Arkansas, February 23, 
1893 ; Mr. Julius C. Stevens, aged 39, teacher, from North Caro- 
lina, April 5, 1893 ; Miss Georgia L. Patton, aged 28, M. D., from 
Tennessee, April 5, 1893, and Mr. George Bowden, aged 30, 
farmer, from Texas, January 10, 1894. In all these cases the 
Society furnished only the passage by steamer from New York 
by way of Liverpool, the emigrants paying their own expenses 
to New York and providing for themselves after their arrival in 
Liberia. 

It is estimated that more than 50 emigrants, who have paid 
their own way, have gone there during the year ; and the Ex- 
ecutive Committee is now in correspondence with a number of 
persons who are making arrangements to emigrate during the 
coming year, paying the whole or greater part of their expenses. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK. 

This Society now holds trust funds amounting to about 
817,000, the annual income from which is to be applied to educa- 
tional purposes in Liberia. Carrying out the policy agreed upon 
at the last Annual Meeting, the Executive Committee has en- 
deavored to make use of the income from these funds, so far as 
the condition of the respective trusts permitted, in assisting and 
stimulating the public schools already established by the Libe- 
rian Government. 

On the recommendation of Mr. Ezekiel E. Smith, late United 
States minister to Liberia and subsequently agent of this Society, 
to locate a company of emigrants there, a small supply of ele- 
mentary text-books, reported to be much needed in these schools, 
were sent to President Cheeseman for distribution. It is intended 
to continue assistance in supplying such wants, so far as the 
limited means of the Society will allow, wherever it is evident 
that such aid will stimulate rather than paralyze Liberian efforts. 

In April last Mr. Julius C. Stevens, of Goldsboro', North Caro- 
lina, was sent out as an agent to look after the interests of emi- 
grants aided by this Society, a work which need occupy but a 
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small portion of his time, and to visit and assist all the public 
schools. Mr. Stevens was desirous of making his permanent 
home in Liberia. He had been educated as a teacher and suc- 
cessfully practiced his profession for a number of years, in which 
he had been promoted from time to time until he had reached 
the position of principal of the graded colored public schools in 
the cit}» of Goldsboro'. 

During the past summer the war with the Grebos monopolized 
the attention of the Liberian Government to such an extent as 
to interfere seriously with other matters, and the work which 
Mr. Stevens was instructed to do in the schools was greatly 
impeded thereby. He however at once commenced teaching in 
the preparatory school of the college and introducing such more 
advanced pedagogical methods as he had acquired by his train- 
ing and experience in this country. As soon as he found an 
opportunity to do so he commenced his work in the public 
elementary schools of the city of Monrovia, and at a consulta- 
tion of the school authorities suggested a grading and rearrange- 
ment of the pupils that in his judgment would increase the 
efficiency of these schools. He is now engaged in visiting the 
schools in other parts of the country and proposes to inspect and 
report upon the condition of all of them at an early date. He 
has forwarded to the Executive Committee monthly reports of 
his work, containing much useful information. 

BULLETINS. 

Two numbers of the Bulletin, in an edition of 1,600 copies 
each, have been published and distributed during the year. No 
2, of 48 pages, issued in February, contained the annual report 
of the Societv and the addresses delivered at the last annual 
meeting. No. 3, of 80 pages, issued in November, contained, as 
its leading article, an exhaustive paper on " Commercial Africa,'' 
l)repared by a gentleman exceptionally competent to discuss the 
subject and regarded as an authority. 

Believing that the future of Liberia is largely dependent upon 
the connnercial interests to exist between the United States and 
that little Republic and the whole continent, of which it is but 
a very small part at i)reHent, it was thought advisable to make 
a full and reliable presentation of the almost fabulous resources 
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of Africa and the immense commerce with that continent which 
has been built up within the last decade by a few European 
powers. 

In this country very little attention has been given to the 
great possibilities for commercial intercourse with Africa. It is 
believed the time is near at hand when these will be better known 
and appreciated by commercial capitalists. 

Direct steam communication between this country and Liberia 
is what is now wanted to secure for her the emigration which 
she needs to help develop her resources and strengthen her, and 
it is evident that there is already a commercial basis for such an 
enterprise. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

Communications are received daily at the office of the So<'iety 
from Negroes in this country asking information about Liberia, 
its climate, soil, productions, schools, churches, and people, what 
the Government of Liberia will do for emigrants, and what as- 
sistance this Society will give them ; also communications from 
citizens of Liberia and from persons specially interested in her 
welfare and the experiment of a Negro nationality in Africa. 

During the past year about a thousand such letters have been 
received, and, in reply to these, letters have been written and 
more than 4,000 Bulletins of the Society and other documents 
have been sent out. 

The office finds a wide field of usefulness not only in advising 
and assisting applicants who would be desirable accessions to 
Liberia, but also in discountenancing the many impracticable 
and vicious schemes of emigration, which are frequently organ- 
ized by designing or ignorant leaders only to the great detriment 
of their dupes. 

IMPORTANT EVENTS. 

In May last President Cheeseman of Liberia was reelected 
almost unanimously for a second term of two years, commenc- 
ing in January, 1894. 

The Grebos, a native tribe occupying a small tract of territory 
west of the Cavally river, in the neighborhood of Cape Palmas, 
liad for a long time contested the authority of the Liberian gov- 
ernment, and during the past summer an effort was made to 
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enforce their obedience to the laws of the country. With a 
gunboat recently purchased by the Liberian government and 
a small military force, President Cheeseman himself proceeded 
to the seat of insubordination and engaged in a conflict result- 
ing in the loss of some lives. The necessity of a resort to mili- 
tary force by Liberia is greatly to be deprecated, and the little 
Republic, with its limited resources, can ill afford the expenses 
attendant upon wars. If, however, the long-standing difficulties 
with the Grebos have thereby been satisfactorily and finalh' 
settled, as recent advices seem to indicate, the results may justify 
the means employed. 

In response to the invitation of the United States the Liberian 
government had prepared and sent to the World's Columbian 
Exposition, at Chicago, a very creditable exhibit of her products, 
resources, manufactures, and ethnological and other objects of 
interest, which were well calculated to attract attention, give 
valuable information, and awaken new interest An account of 
this exhibit, taken from the official report of the Hon. Alfred B. 
King, one of the Liberian commissioners in charge, was pub- 
lished in' Bulletin No. 3, issued in November last 

FRENCH ENCROACHMENTS. 

It is deeply to be regretted that some of the European powers, 
who are so greedily and rapidly ai)propriating to their own uses 
the continent of Africa, manifest a disposition not only to circum- 
scribe Liberia for all time to come by the boundaries which have 
not been questioned for more than half a century, but also to 
lay claim to extensive and most valuable territories clearly 
within those boundaries. A very noticeable instance of this 
disposition is furnished in the efforts now being made by France 
to get possession of the valuable territory lying between the 
Cavally and San Pedro rivers, having a sea-coast of some 70 
miles on the southeastern borders of what has been known 
heretofore as Liberia. 

England and France are now engaged with an amicable but 
shaq) rivalr}' in extending their respective " spheres of influ- 
ence " in Africa, and France, at last accounts slightly in the lead, 
claims 2G per cent, of the whole continent Pushing interior- 
ward toward the Soudan from Algeria and Senegal, she claims 
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the upper waters of the Niger and its tributaries and is aggres- 
sively moving down the course of this stream ; but England has 
possession of the mouths, deltas, and for a considerable distance 
up this great river, and a large territory there is occupied by 
enterprising English companies. 

The Cavally river and some of the tributaries of the Upper 
Niger have neighboring sources in the high lands, and the 
Cavally, which is navigable for 120 miles, furnishes an admirable 
highway from the Atlantic toward the region about the Upper 
Niger. Hence Prance desires to control the Cavally river, as it 
will give her a greatly desired outlet to the Atlantic ocean for 
her Niger possessions. She has therefore brought forward claims 
to several isolated points distributed all along the coast of Li- 
beria. These claims, for the most part, had their origin in a 
distant past, antedating the founding of Liberia; and, although 
France formally recognized the Republic of Liberia when it be- 
came an independent State, and subsequently concluded a treaty 
with that Government 'Ho establish friendly relations and a 
good understanding between the two countries," yet on neither 
of these opportunate occasions did she prefer these claims. The 
Liberian government unfortunately selected its representative 
at Belgium, Baron de Stein, to negotiate with duly appointed 
French officials a settlement of the questions at issue, and the 
result of their conference was a treaty, signed at Paris on the 
8th of December, 1892, by the tenns of which Liberia was to 
cede to France all that part of her territory between the Cavally 
and San Pedro rivers, and to receive in consideration thereof 
certain remote hinter-landn, of no considerable importance to 
Liberia at present, and an indemnity of 25,000 francs to reim- 
burse Liberia for " certain expenses of establishment " incurred 
on the part of the coast which is on the east side of the Cavally. 
This convention, however, can become binding only upon its 
ratification by the Senate and Executive of Liberia, which it 
has not yet received. 

Under these circumstances the Executive Committee of this 
Society addressed an earnest memorial to the United States 
SecY-etary of State asking the interposition of this Government 
not only to prevent the unjust spoliation of Liberia but also to 
protect the rights of citiz.ens of the United States and of this 
Society who had originally purchased the territory in quejstion, 
2 
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and in ceding it to Liberia had reserved certain portions of it for 
their own use in colonization. The Government of the United 
States has firmly remonstrated against the cession of this terri- 
tory to France, and there is reasonable expectation that the 
proposed treaty will not be ratified. 

RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO LIBERIA. 

The Government of the United States sent out its agents to 
assist in making the original purchase of the territory of Tiberia 
as an asylum for recaptured slaves, " with an express injunction 
to exercise no power founded on the principle of colonization 
or other power than that of performing the benevolent offices 
above recited by the permission and sanction of the existing 
government under which they may establish themselves." From 
that time to the present our Government has assumed to have 
a friendly interest in Liberia, and the Presidents of the United 
States in their messages to Congress have spoken of that country 
as an " offshoot of our system toward which this country has 
for many years held the intimate relation of friendly counselor; " 
of '' the moral right and duty of the United States to assist in 
all possible ways in the maintenance of its integrity ; " and of 
" a sympathetic interest in the fortunes of the little common- 
wealth, the establishment and development of which were largely 
aided by the benevolence of our countrymen." 

Nevertheless, it is a fact to be regretted that for the last half 
century the Government of the United States has practically 
done less to protect and assist Liberia than has the English gov- 
ernment, although the latter has not been constrained by any 
special bonds of relationship or moral obligations. Its interest 
has never extended much beyond ^the friendly phrases of its 
Chief Executive. Even the former annual visit of a naval vessel 
to the coast of Liberia, as a mark of friendship and respect, which 
had a most salutary, moral influence upon rebellious and preda- 
tory tribes of natives and aggressive foreign powers, was discon- 
tinued. 

It should be said, however, that President Cleveland has shown 
his sincere interest in the little Republic and his appreciation of 
the moral obligations of this Government, not only by a timely 
and forcible statement of the same in a message to Congress, but 
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also by an emphatic official protest against foreign encroach- 
ments on Liberian territory. From his just appreciation of the 
moral obligations of governments, his friendly sympathy with 
a weaker nation, and his decided and firm course of action in 
pursuance of his convictions we have reason to hope for good 
results. In his recent annual message to Congress he said : 

"A notable part of the southeasterly coast of Liberia between 
the Cavally and San Pedro rivers, which for nearly half a cen- 
tury has been generally recognized as belonging to that Repub- 
lic by cession and purchase, has been claimed to be under the 
j>rotectorate of France in virtue of agreements entered into by 
the native tribes over whom Liberia's control has not been well 
maintained. 

" More recently negotiations between the Liberian representii- 
tive and the French government resulted in the signature, at 
Paris, of a treaty whereby, a« an adjustment, (*ertain Liberian 
territory is ceded to France. TliLs convention, at last advices, 
had not been ratified by the Liberian legislature and executive. 

" Feeling a sympathetic interest in the fortunes of the little com- 
monwealth, the astablishment and development of which were 
largely aided by the benevolence of our countrymen, and which 
constitutes the only independently sovereign state on the west 
(M)ast of Africa, this Government has suggested to the French 
government its earnest (concern lest territorial impairment in 
Liberia should take place without her unconstrained consent." 

Liberia does not want a governmental protectorate, but she 
yet needs protection and assistance. A sufficient motive for a 
more active interest in her welfare on the i)art of our* Govern- 
ment and people is to be found in the great commercial oppor- 
tunities which Africa is now unfolding and to which Liberia 
may become an open and friendly gateway ; beyond this, if gov- 
ernments are to recognize moral principles and obligations, it is 
clearly the duty of the United States Government to })rotcct and 
foster its " offshoot," the Republic of Liberia ; and above all, the 
marvelous events of the closing years of the nineteenth century 
have already forecast the future of Africa, and before the end of 
the next half century that continent is to surrender her match- 
less, long-hoarded wealth to the demands of a higher civiliza- 
tion; her great rivers are to be covered with the fleets of com- 
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merce ; the railroad and the telegraph are to penetrate her most 
hidden recesses and weave their magic web over all the land ; 
her diamond fields, her gold mines, her vast stores of ivory, her 
gigantic forests of the most useful and ornamental woods, her 
myriad plants, wonderful alike for their beauty and their utility ; 
her rich soil, so happily adapted to the cultivation of coffee, 
sugar, rice, all trojiical and semi-tropical fruits, and the cereals ; 
her vast healthful plateaus, all are to be made to serve the pur- 
poses for which they were created — the highest uses of man ; and 
what share shall the Negro have in the new age of the great 
continent which has been occupied by himself and his ancestors 
from a date so remote that history is unable to record it ? The 
momentous answer to this question immediately confronts him, 
and us as well ; for we, both as a Christian people and a Repub- 
lican Government, stand before the world the professed repre- 
sentAtives and chamj)ions of the common brotherhood and equal 
rights of all men. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 16, 1894- 

The annual meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held to-day at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Societ}^ 
450 Pennsylvania avenue. 

President Potter presided. 

The minutes of the annual meeting, January 17, 1893, were 
read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Burton, the Secretary was instructed to cast 
the ballot of the Society for the retiring officers to serve as the 
officers for the ensuing year, and the Secretary accordingly cast 
the ballot as follows : 

Pretident : 
1892 RioHT Rev. HENRY C. POTTER, D. D. 

Vice- Presidents ; 

1851 Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 1882 Mr. Henry G. Marquand, N. Y. 

ISol Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, Va. 1884 Rev. George D. Boardman, D. D., Pa. 

ISGii Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 1884 Rev. Bishop E.G. Andrews, D. D., N.Y. 

1807 Mr. Samuel \. Crozer. Pa. 1884 Prof. E. W. Blyden, LL.D.. Liberia. 

1870 Mr. Robert Arthington, Eng. 1886 Hon. .Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1874 Rev. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Mass. 1887 Hon. Robert S. Green, N. J. 

1875 Rt. Rev. M. A. DeVV. Howe. D. D., Pa. 1888 Hon. William Strong, D. C. 

1875 Mr. Samuel K. Wilson, N. J. 1888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D I)., Conn. 
187G Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 1888 Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Pa. 

1876 Rev. H. M. Turner, D. D., LL.D., Ga. 1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass. 

1877 Rev. E. G. Robin.son, D. D., R. I. 1892 Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 1892 Rev. Wm. A. Bartlett, D. D., D. C. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1878 Adm. Rob't W. Shufeldt, U. S. N., D.C. 1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. C. 

1880 Rev. Samuel D. Alexander, D. D..N.Y. 1893 Right Rev. T. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 

1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 

On motion of Mr. Arthur M. Burton, the President and Secre- 
tary were appointed a committee to call on the President of the 
United States and Secretary of State and urge the importance of 
preventing French encroachments upon the territory of Liberia. 

The Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., presented the following 
paper, which was received and ordered to be referred to the 
Executive Committee when appointed : 
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LIBERIAN COLONIZATION. 

A RESPONSIBLE AUTHOR SEEN IN EACH ERA OF ITS PROGRESS. 

African colonization by American Negroes began with Great 
Britain man^ years earlier than with the United States Govern- 
ment. For more than a century England has been bound to 
her assumed responsibility without intermission, while the 
United States Government has been specially bound to an 
assumed responsibility only at occasional eras. During the war 
for American Independence, from Boston, Massachusetts, to 
Charleston, South Carolina, especially in Virginia, Negro servants 
brought within the British lines were sent to Canada as an 
asylum. Three causes conspired to their early removal to Sierra 
Leone : First The climate of Canada was inhospitable and the 
products of slave labor unremunerative in a cold region, a cause 
early operating in New England. Second. The loss of their 
colonial commerce led the British East India Company to in- 
creased effort to secure territory and greatly increased com- 
mercial openings in western Africa and southern Asia, and the 
colonizing of the American Negroes landed in Canada at the cape 
projecting farthest westward on the African coast furnished a 
convenient supply-station for British vessels bound to and from 
India. Hard. In 1807 the efforts of Wilberforce, begun shortly 
after the planting of the colony of American Negroes at Sierra 
l/cone and persistently urged for twenty years, secured the pas- 
sage and royal approval of the British bill abolishing the slave 
trade. At once Sierra Leone was looked upon as the natural 
asylum for slaves rescued from slavers, as they left African ports, 
by British cruisers. It was just at this era that African coloniza- 
tion compelled American attention. 

A balance of interests led to the provision of the United States 
Constitution framed in 1787, inserted in article I, section X, 
paragraph l,thus worded: *'The immigration or importation of 
such persons as any of the states now existing shall think proper 
to admit shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eight." 

This provision implied, of course, that the prohibiting as well 
as admitting both immigration and importation was a legitimate 
right of the Union, since otherwise the interest and privilege of 
one state might bring in or shut out a class of pei*sons desirable 
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or objectionable in neighboring states. The application of this 
l)rovi8ion was universally known to relate to Negro slaves, and 
to Jefferson, then President, the exception or temporary admis- 
sion implied subsequent prohibition. 

Acting on this view^ of dut\'^, Jefferson sought to join Great 
Britain in her statute of the previous year, and, since the Sierra 
licone colony was made up of American Negroes, he desired a 
mutual cooperation in making this a common asylum for cap- 
tured slaves. The close of his term of office in 1809 and the 
war for " National Equality," not settled in the treaty securing 
** National Independence," deferred the recognized American 
duty during the administration of President Madison. It should 
be observed that what had been the third ground of duty in Afri- 
can colonization with Great Britain became the first with the 
United States Government. The close of hostilities was followed 
bv alienations as well as interests that turned attention to the 
desirableness of an independent colony, and that for the added 
reasons well brought to view in the late Bulletin of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society. Philanthropy to the emancipated in 
some states, patriotism in others, ruled by the yet higher duty 
of religious usefulness, led to generous benefactions from indi- 
viduals and auxiliarv societies: but onlv national authoritv 
could plant and guarantee safety to colonists, and the first duty, 
and that a national obligation, provided a national vessel to take 
out the first emigrants and to negotiate treaties with the natives 
and with Euroj)ean governments for their protection. For about 
thirty years, from 1817 to 1847, the colonists, aided by white 
governors, sustained by the Society and its auxiliaries, were as 
trulv the wards of the United States Government as are Ameri- 
can citizens traveling in Europe. Meanwhile auxiliary societies 
from Massachusetts to Virginia provided funds for transporta- 
tion and six months' provisions of emigrants sent from American 
States, while the Government was bound by treaty with Great 
Britain to provide cruisers on the African coast and through the 
Society to i)rovide tem])orary support for rescued slaves landed 
in Liberia. 

A new era arose when Liberia, after thirty years, had citizens 
trained to conduct the affairs of their own Government, while 
the colonists were wisely left to negotiate with native tribes. 
The United States Government was ever alive to the obligation 
to protect the territory for whose occupation it had negotiated. 
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The administration of President Pierce, beginning March 4, 
1854, brought in an area of increased and almost exclusive re- 
sponsibility toward the colony in Liberia. For years the dis- 
satisfaction and necessary inefficiency of American cruisers 
watching for slavers on the African coast made a change in the 
service most desirable. While the officers and men of the British 
cruisers were on the line of passing friends the Americans were 
exiles. Yet more, the expense of crossing the ocean made the 
cost of service unequal, and the divided responsibility resulted 
more in n^lect than in rivalry, both in watching and in pursuit ; 
hence the United States Executive, led by Governor William L. 
Marcy , then Secretary of State, proposed and secured this change ; 
that the American cruisers should watch for and arrest slavers 
that eluded the watch on the other side of the Atlantic and 
capture them as they were coming in to Central and Southern 
American ports. The change was surprisingly effective. Slaver 
after slaver was captured and brought in ; and now the Govern- 
ment, since their national vessels could be spared, provided 
$100 for the passage out to Liberia and six months' provisions 
after landing. The Government, having returned to its original 
and unchanging obligations, the auxiliaries naturally devoted 
increased attention to providing educational and industrial fa- 
cilities for the colonists ; philanthropic, religious, and political 
interest increased in corresponding ratio. 

The war for the Union, after eight years of successful arrest of 
slavery, introduced an era yet more marked. Few emigrants 
thought of Liberia, for all watched the result of the war. The 
thousands of refugees flocking into Washington required Govern- 
ment provision. Led by trusted advisers, President Lincoln 
asked an appropriation of $100,000, which was granted, to send 
a steamer crowded with emigrants to the Danish West Indies. 
On landing, all were dissatisfied and were brought back. Send- 
ing, then, for the secretary of the American Colonization Society 
and the member of the Executive Committee for years associated 
with him in visits to the heads of departments, an agent, one 
trusted by their own number, was sent out to prepare the way 
in Liberia. In his conversation, two years before assuming 
authority to free as a military expedient the slaves within the 
states, President Lincoln said that the necessity of the case left 
him no alternative but to assume the authority of sending emi- 
3 
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grants to Liberia. The delay led to the employment of those 
people in various services. The principle of Government re- 
sponsibility ruled, as it had from the origin of Liberia. 

The close of the war for the Union brought a yet different era. 
Thousands wished to go to Liberia. Among others, Senator 
Fessenden, of Maine, recognized and advocated the principle 
that the fact that under Government authority the ancestors of 
the colored people in the United States had from mercenary 
reasons been forced across the ocean and to render for genera- 
tions unrepaid service, while now their separation from their 
American homes was the result of national emancipation, the 
Government was bound in some way to provide for their neces- 
sity, and if they chose it, to furnish them with a passage to 
Liberia. This view prevailed, the passage by sea was provided, 
and land transportation to the port of embarkation was furnished. 

Certainly a new era has now dawned, and neither the leaders 
in benevolent organizations nor the present United States 
authorities can be insensible to it. All agree that to a certain 
extent the Liberian citizens must be called to increased energy 
as they have increased ability for self-support ; but the demand 
for aid to Liberian citizens is superior to the claim on American 
citizens of any pther people, for their ancestors served our an- 
(»estors as have no other people, and we inherit the fruit of their 
toil. Yet more, treaties, subsidies, and other national provisions 
may be but matters of mutual interest with other nations ; mere 
commercial reciprocation can never measure and gauge and 
limit the obligation of the United States to Liberia. Certainly 
three principles must rule in the study of obligation and the 
method of meeting it : First, what the Liberian people through 
their government ask, the American people and their rulers can- 
not turn aside without a hearing ; second, when any colored 
citizen asks aid in returning to the land from which his ances- 
tors were forced by our ancestors, no American citizen or repre- 
sentative can pass him by as without a claim belonging to no 
other like applicant ; third, an undivided moral cooperation 
with the American Society by all the state organizations is a 
pressing general demand. 

On motion, adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secrdary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 16^ 1894- 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met to-day at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue northwest, Washington, D. C. 

President Potter presided, and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was 
appointed Secretary. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. 

Rev. Dr. Sunderland, Mr. Reginald Fendall, and Judge Charles 

C. Nott were appointed a Committee on Credentials, and the 
committee reported the following-named Delegates appointed 
for the year 1894 : 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Rev. William E. Schenck, 

D. D., Rev. Alfred L. Elwyn, Mr. Arthur N. Burton, and Mr. 
Horace Pettit. 

Maryland Colonization Society. — Mr. G. W. S. Hall, Rev. Julius 

E. Grammar, D. D., Hon. Robert A. Dobbin, and Mr. Edward 
G. Jones. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 
Executive Committee. — Judge Charles C. Nott, Mr. Reginald 
Fendall, Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunder- 
land, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, 
D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Life Directors,— The Right Rev. H. C. Potter, D. D., of New 
York, and the Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., of New York. 

Whereupon, on motion — * 

Reaolredy That the report of the Committoe on Credentials be accepted 
and apj)roved, and the gentlemen named be received as members of the 
Board. 

On motion — 

The Rev. G. W. Samson, D. D., and the Rev. R. G. S. McNeille, 
D. D., were received as a committee to represent the New York 
State Society and invited, as visitors, to take seats with the 
Board. 
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The Chair appointed the Standing Committees, as follows : 

Committee on EduccUion and Foreign Relations. — ^Judge Nott, 
Rev. Mr. Elwyn, and Dr. Godding. 

Committee on Accounts and Finance, — Mr. Pettit, Rev. Dr. Addi- 
son, Mr. Wilson, and Rev. Dr. Huntington. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies, — Rev. Dr. Sam- 
son, Rev. Dr. Schenck, and Mr. Burton. 

Committee on Emigration, — Rev. Dr. Grammar, Rev. Dr. Sun- 
derland, and Mr. Jones. 

On motion — 

Rev. Dr. Samson, Mr. Fendail, Rev. Dr. Schenck, Mr. Hall, 
Rev. Daniel D. Addison, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Daniel Price, 
of New Jersey, were appointed a committee to examine the Con- 
stitution of this Society and report such amendments as said 
committee may consider advisable. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
CJommittee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Rev. Dr. Samson, Rev. Dr. Addison, and Mr. Burton were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy-seventh Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The Treasurer presented and read his report of receipts and 
disbursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit ; 
also a statement of the property of the Society. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's report just read, 
withaccompany ing papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as relatcH 
to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, emt- 
arration, and education be referred to the several standing committees in 
charge of those subjects respectively. 

At the suggestion of the President, the Secretary was requested 
to prepare and furnish to the Associated Press an abstract of 
the Annual Report. 

On motion — 

The Board took a recess to give the members an opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization So- 
ciety. 
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The Board reconvened at 3.30 o'clock p. m. 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, chairman of the Committee to Nomi- 
nate an Executive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made 
the following report, which was unanimously adopted : 

The Executive Committee. — Hon. Charles C. Nott, Mr. Reginald 
Fendall, Rev. Thomas (1. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunder- 
land, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, 
i D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

I Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer. — Mr. Reginald Fendall. 

On motion of Mr. Fendall — 
! • The services of Mr. Henry T. Buell, as General Agent of the 

I Society, were continued. 

Mr. Pettit, chairman of the Standing Committee on Accounts 
and Finance, presented and read the following report, and it 
was, on motion, approved : 

" The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respect- 
fully report that they have examined the Treasurer's account 
for the year 1893 and the vouchers for the disbursements, and 
find the same correct, and that they have examined the evi- 
dences of property belonging to the Society for its own use and 
in trust, and find that they agree with the statement of the 
Treasurer." 

Dr. Samson, chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary So- 
cieties and Agencies, reported the following, which was adopted : 

The Committee on Auxiliary Societies respectfully report : 
That, in their view, the interests of Liberian colonization have 
now assumed a character which, for the welfare of colonists and 
the relations of the United States Government to the Liberian 
Republic, render the representation of auxiliaries specially im- 
portant for cooperation in the special work of each Society. 

On motion of Mr. Fendall — 

The report was received and referred to the committee ap- 
pointed to consider a revision of the Constitution. 

On motion of Mr. Hall — 

Resolved, That the annual report of the Society be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee for publication. 
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Dr. Samson presented the following communication, which 
was referred to the Executive Committee : 

Office of F. J. Ferrkll, 

Contracting Engineer, &c., 154 AVebt 27th Street, 

• New York, Jan. 12, 1894. 

Dr. G. W. Samson, 

Anierican Colonization Society, Washington, D, C. 

Dear Sir : Hearing that you are in Washington upon business |)ertain- 
ing to the American Colonization Society, I desire again to call your at- 
tention to the matter of having boys from the coast of Liberia or from 
any other part of Africa brouglit to this country and taught the various 
mechanical trades. Upon this subject you know I talked with you some 
time ago. The question of elevating, christianizing, and civil izing Africans 
has called forth much labor and expenditure of money by those who are 
inclined to work for the redemption of Africa. I do not feel like sayinj^ 
that their work is a failure, but I will go so far as to say that I believe 
that the introduction of trades into Africa, which are the foundation of 
commerce, will be the connecting link of the chain of progress in the 
civilizing and christianizing of Africans in Africa. The only question at 
issue will be the manner of accomplishing this work. I think we have 
talked uj)on the details of this work, and I believe that you understand 
the many perplexing things which I attempted to explain. My planM, 
in brief, are these : First, boys to be brought from Africa, taught trades 
by working in shops during the day, and schooled at night under a rigid 
discipline; second, when they become journeymen they are to be fur- 
nished with a kit of tools and provision made to give them a loan of 
money, which they are to receive after they return home, with which to 
begin business. This money they are, of course, to repay in the course 
of four or five years. 

Under such conditions, after the first three or four years, there could 
be graduated in this country ten to twenty boys per year, and at the same 
time a like mechanical education will be going on in Africa through those 
who will be carrying on business there, having been previously trained 
in this country. The trades first to be taught should be carpentering, 
brick-making, wagon-building, blacksmi thing, painting, machinery, mill- 
wright, and foundry work. You perceive by this plan that if you start 
with twenty boys, in three years there will Ix^ twenty skilled mechanics, 
with tools and American ideas of mechanical work. This is only a 
synopsis of the subject. Should you at any time desire more systematic 
details I will gladly furnish them. 

Tnisting that you will give this matter your consideration and call the 
attention of some of the best and truest friends of the American Coloni- 
zation Society to this important subject, I remain 

Yours V€»ry respectfully, 

F. J. Ferrsll. 
The Hoard, on motion, adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary, 



ACT OF IN00RP6RATI0N 



OF THE 



AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



An Act of Oie Leg^islature of Man/landy parsed March 22, 1837, entitled 
^ An Actio Incorporate the American Colonization Society. ^^ 

Whereas, by an Act of the General Assembly of Maryland, entitled 
** yln Ad to Incorporate tJie American Colonization JSodetify** passed at Decem- 
ber session, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, (*hapter one hundred and 
eighty-nine, the said Society was incorporated with certain powers; And 
whereas it is represented to this General Assembly that the rights and 
interests of saia Society have l)een materially injured, and are likely to 
suffer further injury, by certain alleged omissions on the part of said 
Society to give etticiency to said Act : Therefore — 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Marylnnd^^ That John C. Herbert, 
Daniel Murray, Joseph Kent, Ezekiel P. Chambers, Daniel Jenifer, George C. Washing- 
ion, Virgil Maxey, Zaccheus Collins Lee, Alexander Randall, Francis S. Key, Walter 
Jones, Ralph R. Qurley, and William W. Seaton, of the Society called the American 
Society for Colonizing the free people of color of tiie United States, and their sucoessors, 
together with such others elected and qualified, as the present or future Constitution. 
by-laws, ordinances or regulations of said Society, do or shall hereafter preseriln?, shall 
be, and they are hereby created and declared to be, a body politic andicorporate, by the 
name, style, and title of The American Colonization Society, and by that name shall 
have perpetual succession, and shitll 1m' able to sue and be sued, to plead and be im- 
pleaded, in any court of law or equity in this State, and may have and use a common 
seal, and the same may destroy, alter, or renew at pleasure, and shall have power to 
purchase, have, and enjoy, to them and their successors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
tenements, or hereditaments, by the gift, bargain, sale, devise, or other act of any 
person or persons, body politic or corporate whatsoever; to take and receive any sum 
or sums of money, goods or chattels, that shall be given, sold, or Ix^queathed to them 
iu any manner whatsoever ; to occupy, use. and enjoy, or sell, transfer, or otherwise 
dispose of, according to the by-laws and ordinances regulating the same, now or here- 
after to be prescribed, all such lands, tenements or he'reditaments, money, goods or chat- 
tels, as they shall determine to be most conducive to the colonization, with theirown con- 
sent, in Africa, of the free people of color residing in the United States, and for no other 
uses or purposes whatsoever ; and as soon after tTie passage of this Act as may be con- 
venient, to elect such officers as they or a majority of them present may deem proper, 
And to make and ordain such Constitution, by-laws, ordinances, and n^gulations as may 
be necessary for the organization of the said Society ; and to reoeal, alter, or amend the 
same ; to prescribe the tim**s of meeting, the qualifications ana terms of membership, 
and to do all such other acts and deeds as they shall deem necessary for regulating and 
manajging the concerns of the said body corporate ; Provided, however^ That the Con- 
stitution and taws of this State and of the United States, and this Act of Assembly be 
not violated thereby. 

Sec. 2. And be it enaetedy Th^i for the object aforesaid all property, real, personal, 
and mixed, whether in action or possession, aiHJ all rights, credits and demands, owned, 
held, or claimed, before this Act, t)y the said Society, and all su<jh property, rights, 
credits, and demands as, were it not for this Act, might hereafter be owned, held, or 
claimed by the said Society, shall vest, and are hereby declared to vest, in the said body 
corporate and its successors as fully and ett'eetually as they have or (!Ould have vested 
in tne said Society ; and-also that the suid body corporate, and its siic«!cssors, are hereby 
declared to be as completely and etlcctually liable and responsible for all debts, de- 
mands, and claims due now, or which would hereafter be due, by the fuid Society, if 
this Act of incorporation had not been granted, as the said So<ucty is now or would 
hereafter be so liable and responsible for. 

Skc. 3. And be it enacted. That the said body corporate, and its successors, shall for- 
ever be incapable of holding in fee or less estate, real property in the United States, the 
yearly value of which exceeds the sum of thirty thousund dollurs, «>r the yearly value 
of BO much thereof as may be in this State exceeds the sum of five thousjuid dollars. 
Sec. 4. And be it enacted^ That the Act hcroinbef«)re mentioned of the (Jeueral Assein 
hly of Maryland, chapter one hundred and eighty-nine, (»f December session, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, be and the same is licrebj' repeiile<l: Snvingnmi reservituf, however, 
to the persons incorporated by said Act, and to the Ainerioaii ("oloni/.atiori Society, all 
the rignts and powers conferre«l by said Act, so far as the same may be necessary for 
the recovery, possession, holding, oV enjoynjent of any prctperly. real, per>«onal or mixed, 
chose in action or franchise of any description wtuitsoever, which may have been here- 
tofore given, granted, «levised, or bequeathed to or otherwise acquired by the said per- 
"ons, or any of them, or to or by the American (^>Ioni7.uti(>n Society. 
Sec. 5. And he it enacted^ That this A<'t, and the powers and privileges granted thereby, 
lay be at any time repealed, modified, amended, or changed at tne discretion of the 
eneral Assembly. 



CONSTITUTION 



OF TUB 



American Colonization Society. 



Organized January 1, 1817. Incorporated March 22, 1837. 



Article 1. This Society shall be called The American Colonization 
Society. 

AuTicLE 2. The objects of this Society shall be to aid the Colonization 
of Africa by voluntary colored emigrants fn>m the Unit<?d Stiites, and to 
promot-e there the extension of Christianity and civilization. 

Article 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have ]iaid to 
the funds of the Society the sum of one dollar shall be a member of the 
Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who shall 
have paid the sum of thirty dollars shall be a member'for life; and any 
citizen i)aying the sum of one thousand dollars shall be a director for life. 
Foreigners may be made members by a vote of the Society or of the 
Directors. 

Article 4. The Society shall meet annually at Wa.shington on the third 
Tuesday in January, and at such other tim^ and places as it shall direct. 
At tlie annual meeting a President and Vice-Presidents shall be chosen, 
who shall perform the duties appropriate to those officers. 

Article 5. There shall be a Board of Directors composed of the Directors 
for life and of Delegates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each of 
such Societies shall be entitled to one Delegate and an mlditional Delegate 
for every two hundred dollars paid into the treasury of this Society witliiu 
the yexir ending on the 31st of December: ProrUkdj That no Auxiliary 
shall be entitled to more than four Delegates in any one year. 

Article 0. The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a 
Treasurer and an Executive Committee of seven persons ; all of whom shall, 
e.c-olficio, l)e members of the Board. The President of the Society shall 
also be a Director, es-offwio^ and Presi<lent of the Board ; but in his absence 
at any meeting a Chairman shall be api)ointed to preside. 

Article 7. The Board of Directors shall meet in Washington, at twelve 
o'clock ^I., on the third Tuesday of January in each year, and at such other 
times and places tus it shall appoint, or at the request of the Executive 
Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Societies com- 
municated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven directors shall form a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

Article 8. The Executive Committee shall meet according: to its own 




votes that have been passed, or may hereafter be passed, by the Board of 
Directoi-s. The Secretary and Treasurer shall be members of the Com- 
mittee, c.r-ofiicio, with the right to deliberate, but not to vote. The Coni- 
mitt-ee is authorized to fill all vacancies in its own bod)', to appoint a 
Secretary or Treasurer, whenever such otfittes are vacant, and to appoint 
and direct such Agents as may be necessary for the service of the SiK'iety. 
At every annual meeting the Conunittee shall report their doings to tfio 
Society and to the Board of Directors. 

Article 9. This Constitution may be amended upon a proposition to 
that effect, made and approved at any meeting of the Board of Dire<?tors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies represented in the Board of 
Directors, transmitted to the Secretarv and ])ublished in the official paper 
of the Society three months before ttie annual meeting; provided «ach 
ame^ndment receive the sanction of two-thirds of the Board at its next 
annual meeting. 
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FQRM OF BEQUEST. 

I give and bequeath to The American Colonization Societv the snni 
of dollars. 

(If the bequest is of personal or real estate, so describe it that it can be 
easilv identified. 



EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 

So numerous have the applications become that The American Coloni- 
zation Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things being 
equal, U) those who will pay the most towards the cost of their pa^isage and 
settlement in Liberia. Persons washing to remove to that Republic should 
make application, giving their name, age, and circumstances, addressed 
to Mr. J. Ormond Wii>>on, Secretary, Colonization Rooms, Washington, 
D. C. 



BULLETINS OF INFORMATION. 

The publication of the African Repository has been discontinued, and 
in it.M place Bulletins of information are to be issued from time to time, as 
circumstances may justify, which will contain the proceedings of the So- 
ciety, important information and new\s from Liberia, and movements for 
the (uvilization and evangelization of Africa. These will be sent, without 
charge, when requested, to the officers of the Society its Auxiliaries, 
life members, and annual contributors of ten dollars and upward to 
the funds of the Society. Orders or remittances for these should be sent 
to Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary, Colonization Rooms, Washington, 
D. C. 
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THE SEVENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 



PRESENT POLICY OP THE SOCIETY. 

1. Colonists aided hereafter to be selected with special refer- 
ence to the needs of Liberia, and to be located with more care 
and to better advantage to themselves. 

2. Funds held in trust for education to be applied in ways to 
aid and stimulate the Liberian government to more energetic 
action in establishing and fostering an efficient system of public 
schools rather than in merely supporting independent schools. 

3. The Society to make special effort to collect and diffuse 
more full and reliable information about Liberia and Africa, and, 
as a bureau of information, to make itself practically useful both 
to Liberia and the Negroes in the United States desiring to emi- 
grate there. 

4. The Society to promote in every possible way the establish- 
ment of more direct, frequent, and quicker communication be- 
tween the United States and Liberia. 

5. The chief end of the work of the Society to be in the line of 
enabling and stimulating Liberia to depend less and less upon 
others and more and more upon herself. 

APPLICATIONS FOR ASSISTANCE. 

That the desire among the Negroes of the United States to 
emigrate to Liberia is not diminishing is abundantly evidenced 
by the letters received daily at the office of this Society from all 
sections of the country. These applications for information and 
assistance are from single individuals, single families, and parties 
varying in numbers from ten or twenty up to four or five thousand. 

Many of these applicants for aid cannot read or write, some 
have a very imperfect knowledge of these rudiments of an educa- 

(3) 
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tioii, and most of them are without the means to pay the neces- 
sary cost of emigration and establishment in a primitive country. 

These expenses include, first, the cost of traveling from the 
place of residence to New York, second, the cost of a passage by 
steamers from New York by way of Liverpool to Liberia, and, 
third, support in Liberia while becoming acclimated, clearing up 
the twentv-five acres of wild land which the Government of 
Liberia will give each head of a family, and getting settled on 
this little farm. 

No direct regular communication between this country and 
Liberia or the West Coast of Africa has been opened yet, and 
hence the only route available at present is by the regular steam- 
ship lines from New York to Liverpool, and from thence by 
British steamers to the West Coast of Africa. Steamers leave 
New York twice each month of the year, making close connec- 
tion at Liverpool with the British West African steamers touch- 
ing at the ports of Liberia. 

The cost of a through steerage passage from New York via 
Liverpool to Liberia is from $Go to S75 for an adult and half 
price for a child under twdve years of age. As the distance by 
this route from New York to Liberia is about 6,365 miles, while 
a direct route from the United States would be only about half 
that distance, the inconvenience and increased expense and time 
involved in the present facilities for emigration will readily be 
seen. To pay all the expenses of emigration — traveling to New 
York, through passage by steamers from New York to Liberia, 
support in Liberia while becoming acclimated and getting set- 
tled — requires at least $300 for each adult and half that amount 
for each child under twelve years of age. 

While there is limited room and employment in Liberia for 
good mechanics, carpenters, shoemakers, etc., the chief and most 
reliable occupation is cultivating the soil and raising coffee for 
an income in money. Young men of intelligence, good char- 
acter, resolute purpose, industrious habits, and race love and 
pride are the men to succeed there. To such men only this 
Society, to the extent of its resources, gives pecuniary assistance. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the past year this Society has assisted six emigrants : 
Mr. R. A. Jackson, aged 36 years, teacher and farmer; Mrs. R. 
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A. Jack«oi), his wife, aged 35 years, and 2 children, boys, aged 
8 and 5 years, respectively, from Hot Springs, Arkansas, Aj)ril 
18, 1894; Mr. R. A. Wright, aged 27 years, teacher, lawyer, and 
farmer, and Mrs. R. A. Wright, his wife, aged 28 years, from 
Summertown, Georgia, November 24, 1894. In each of these 
cases the Society furnished only a passage by steamer from New 
York by way of Liverpool, the emigrants ])aying their own ex- 
penses to New York and })roviding for themselves after their 
arrival in Liberia. 

The Society has definite information of 54 emigrants who have 
gone from this country to Liberia during the past year and 
wholly paid their own way. Others have probably gone who 
have not been noticed, and a large number have corresponded 
with the Society who are now making arrangements to emigrate 
during the coming year, paying the whole or the greater part of 
their expenses. 

The American Colonization Society was organized sevent}^- 
eight years ago, and four years thereafter s^nt out its first party 
of colonists ; each year since it has sent out emigrants to Liberia. 
Those reported for the past year make a total of 16,424, exclusive 
of 5,722 recaptured Africans which it enabled the Government of 
the Unite<l States to settle in Liberia, or a grand total of 22,146 
persons whom the Societ}' has assisted in finding homes in 
Liberia. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

During the past year more than a thousand letters have been 
received at the office of this Society from Negroes in all sections 
of the country anxiously seeking informaticjni about Liberia and 
the way and means of emigrating. In reply to each of these 
letters the best information available has been furnished. 

The proper functions of the Society today differ greatly from 
those of its earlier history. Then it was largely a question of 
how to make tolerable the condition of a limited number of 
Negroes made free and stranded in the midst of a hostile envi- 
ronment of slavery. 

Africa was a dark continent, its marvelous resources, even its 
physical features, and its hal)itability were all unknown. Today 
the Negro in the United States is a freeman and a citizen, with 
equal rights under the Constitution and laws of the land. Africa 
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has been explored from north to south and from east to west, 
and European nations are alert and rivaling one another in their 
efforts to get possession of this the last of the continents. 

An intelligent and adequate discussion of Liberian questions 
at this time, therefore, must be so broadened as to include the 
entire problem of the future of the N^ro race and the great 
continent of Africa. 

This Society has published and distributed 3,000 Bulletins 
during the past year, in which an attempt has been made to 
compass this broad field, and at the same time to give all the 
reliable information about Liberia that could be obtained. An 
eifort has been made to set forth the importance to the United 
States of having a share in the great commerce with Africa now 
being so rapidly developed, as it is largely through commercial 
interests that we must hope to realize better facilities for emigra- 
tion and the further colonization and building up of Liberia. 

From the favorable opinions expressed by intelligent and 
thoughtful men, and from the fact that many of the articles ap- 
pearing in these Bulletins have been widely copied and read in 
newspapers published by Negroes in the United States, we feel 
warranted in stating that an essential and valuable educational 
work has been done through this instrumentality. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK. 

In 1881 Miss Margaretta Scott began to found an industrial 
mission school in Liberia under the auspices of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United States, from whose membership 
the means for carrying out the work were largely obtained. She 
selected an elevated, healthful, and beautiful site in Grand Bassa 
county, about thirteen miles up the St. John's river and two 
miles back from its right bank. The Government of Liberia 
made a grant of 200 acres of most desirable land for this purpose, 
the place was named Beulah, the school was christened All 
Saints Hall, and, under the laws of the State of Maryland, it was 
incorporated with an American Board of Trustees. 

The enterprise appears to have been prosecuted with great 
zeal, but not the wisest judgment, for ten or more years, during 
which time some twenty or thirty thousand dollars was ex- 
pended, when, owing to some discouragements and the failure of 
her health. Miss Scott abandoned the field. 
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Since that time nothing has been done at Beulah, and All 
Saints Hall now consists of a magnificent site of 200 acres of 
land in a locality where there is the most urgent demand and 
splendid opportunity for religious and industrial training, the 
stone foundations of a very large building, some material for the 
superstructure sent out from this country, if it has not been 
destroyed or disappeared, and a fund of about $3,300 in the 
hands of the trustees. 

The Board of Trustees of All Saints Hall proposed to transfer 
its trust to this Society, and the proposition was accepted by the 
Executive Committee. The proper legal proceedings to effect 
the transfer were duly instituted in a circuit court of Baltimore, 
and an order of said court was made substituting and appointing 
this Society the trustee of said corporation. The papers, funds, 
and other properties of the corporation have been turned over 
to the Treasurer of this Society. 

Immediately upon the acceptance of this trust the Executive 
Committee instructed our agent in Liberia to visit Beulah, thor- 
oughly investigate the present condition of affairs there and the 
outlook for reestablishing a school for religious and industrial 
training, and make a full report. As soon as this report is re- 
ceived the committee will address itself to the task of executing 
its trust in the most efifective way. 

The addition of this fund to those before held in trust for 
educational purposes in Liberia make the total amount so held 
by this Society about $20,000. 

The Hall School, at Harper, Cape Palmas, of whose fund this 
Society is the custodian, was disturbed for a time by a war with 
the Greboes, but nevertheless it has been i^ efficient operation 
the greater portion of the past year. The last report showed an 
enrollment of about 100 different pupils during the year and an 
average attendance of about 50 pupils. At the date of the report 
there were on the roll 16 pupils of native African or heathen 
parentage. The condition of the school, as reported, was on the 
whole quite satisfactory. 

Since the date of our last Annual Report, Mr. Stevens, our 
agent, after caring for emigrants on their arrival and recent set- 
tlers, has given the most of his time and attention to educa- 
tional work. He has visited all the public common schools of 
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the country and made a thorouorh investigation of their condi- 
tion, including the character of the buildings, furniture, and 
appliances, text-books, regularity of attendance, qualifications 
of teachers, and the interest in the schools manifested by the 
people genemlly. The reports received from him have furnished 
the Executive Committee with most valuable information, and 
a summary was published in Bulletin No. 4. He made practi- 
cable recommendations for supplying urgent needs which met 
with hearty approval. He proposed to remove the great im- 
pediment to the usefulness of these schools arising from the fre- 
quent inability to obtain proper t^xt-books in Liberia, the un- 
suitable character of many of those used, and their general want 
of uniformity, even in the same class of pupils, by acting as cus- 
todian for the sale, at actual cost prices, of suitable books which 
were to be sent to him by this Society. This recommendation 
was approved, and the first shi{)ment of school books and appli- 
ances has been made. It appears from Mr. Stevens' report that 
the prices of these articles, when they could be purchased at all 
in Liberia, have been extravagantly high ; but under the arrange- 
ment now made they will be sold there at even lower rates than 
obtain in the retail trade in this country. 

There is no system of local taxation in Liberia, and there is 
not the local sense of responsibility for these schools, nor the 
interest in their well-being which is desirable. 

It is proposed to continue Mr. Stevens in his present line of 
most useful work, and a part of his duty will be to hold neighbor- 
hood meetings of parents and citizens, awaken a deeper interest in 
behalf of their schools, and point out ways and means by which 
the people in each school district can supplement the work now 
done by the General Government. 

Mr. Stevens found only one school-house in the country erected 
expressly for a public school ; that was at Arthington. In other 
places the schools occupied such quarters as could be rented, 
and they were generally far from being well adapted to the pur- 
pose. He will endeavor to stimulate the people to build plain, 
suitable school-houses at convenient sites, and to furnish them 
with better accommodations and appliances. He will also en- 
deavor to imi)rove the methods of instruction, introducing the 
elements of industrial training, and, in short, perform the duties 
of general superintendent of common schools. 
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THE RECENT FRENCH TREATY. 

Disappointin«; the hope and expectations expressed in our last 
Annual Report, the liberian government yielded to the pressure 
of superior aggressive power and ratified the treaty ceding to 
France all that portion of her territory, including about seventy- 
five miles of seacoast, betweeji the Cavally and San Pedro rivers. 
By the same treaty her eastern or hinterland boundary was fixed, 
which hitherto had been indefinite, as between Liberia and the 
native tribes of the interior. 

France desired to have control of the Cavally river, as it 
afforded an outlet and convenient highway to her interior posses- 
sions about the headwaters of the River Niger, and she claimed 
to cede more interior territory to liiberia than she had taken 
from her on the seacoast at the southeast. This claim does not 
appear to have been well founded. Apparently Liberia already 
had a much better title to the territory which France assumed 
to cede to her than France had herself. 

These hinterlands had been at least within the " sphere of in- 
fluence '' of Liberia, and her citizens had been engaged in trade 
and commerce with the natives occupying them for more than 
half a century. As far back as 1868 Mr. Benjamin Anderson, a 
Liberian civil engineer, had made a scientific exploration into 
the* interior, extending a consider Die distance beyond the 
boundary fixed by the recent treaty. It is evident, therefore, 
that Liberia ratified the treaty under the pressure of *' might," 
which she had not the physical power to resist. 

It can be said, however, that Liberia now has all the territory 
.that she is able to administer at present, and, judging from past 
history, it is hardly probable that France will colonize the terri- 
tory bordering on Liberia or maintain ** effective occupation " of 
the same for a long series of years. If Liberia proves herself 
able to develop and maintain a government that shall command 
the respect of other nations it is more than probable that in the 
course of events not far distant she will get all the territory on 
the West Coast of Africa and extending back into the interior that 
may be required for the expansion of a great Negro nationality. 

LIBERIA PROGRESSING. 

During the last twenty years Liberia has received but little 
assistance from this Society or from any other outside source, 
2 
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and meanwhile it has sometimes been said that the little Re- 
public, if not actually retrograding; at least has been making no 
progress. Our more recent advices do not sustain this view. 
They indicate that the withdrawal of outeide support has taught 
the Liberians the necessity for greater self-dependence and self- 
effort, and they have improved to some extent the opportunity 
for learning and practicing lessons so' indispensable to their future 
prosperity. 

Prior to the period alluded to most of the money that reached 
the country came from this and other benevolent societies and 
from trading and trafficking with the natives of the hinterlands. 
The rich agricultural resources of the country were largely over- 
looked or neglected. In recent years a noticeable change has 
been taking place, and the cultivation of coffee has made rapid 
strides. This agricultural industry requires but little capital, no 
expensive machinery, and the product is easily transported and 
always brings a good price in gold. It is in great demand in all 
the leading markets of Europe, where its superior qualities are 
well known, and all that can be obtained finds ready sale in this 
country. 

In 1885 the amount of coffee shipped from all the ports of 
Liberia was 663,201 pounds, and for the fiscal year ended June 
30, 1894, the amount shipped from the port of Monrovia alope 
was 980,847 pounds, which at fche i)rice frequently obtained for 
it, 17 cents a pound, would yield $166,743.99. A coffee tree of 
well-known suj^erior variety is native to Liberia and easily culti- 
vated, and by the intelligent and energetic development of this 
one of its many agricultural resources the i)eople and the country 
may secure for themselves competence and independence. 

Liberia is now giving more attention to the education of lier 
youth, and is waking up to the importance of her common 
schools and industrial training, and taking measures to improve 
the former and introduce the latter. 

The Government has recently purchased a much-needed gun- 
boat, with which it is able to police the seaboard and mouths of 
the rivers, and thus assist in more strictly enforcing its revenue 
laws and maintaining its authority over native tribes not yet 
fully civilized. By its aid it has already put an end to a long- 
standing and irritating rebellion of the Greboes and effected a 
satisfactory treaty of peace and submission to the laws of the 
country. 
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The Government has also appointed one of its most reputable 
citizens Immigration Agent, to care for immigrants upon their 
first arrival in the country, and made other arrangements for 
giving them some assistance. 

We quote with pleasure from a letter recently received from 
the Hon. G. Wt Gibson, late Secretary of State of Liberia, and 
take occasion to suggest that this business age demands reliable 
statistics rather than general statements, and we hope that in 
future our Liberian friends will in that way inform us more fully 
of their condition and progress. 

" Never before in the history of the Republic has the Govern- 
ment seen its way clear to make gold the circulating medium as 
is now the case. Gold is the only kind of money received at the 
custom-house, and is used in liquidating the expenses of the 
Government. The salutary effects of this step have been already 
felt, and have given an impetus to all of the departments of our 
national industries. 

*' The possession of one steam revenue vessel, with the expecta- 
tion of a larger one at the close of the year, furnishes, I humbly 
submit, another step in the direction of advancement, as the en- 
forcement of law and order on the coast and the protection of 
commerce are justly considered to have an important bearing 
upon national progress. 

" The large shipment of cof!ee from Liberia to European ports, 
bringing in return necessaries and comforts to meet the wants of 
our citizens to an extent not heretofore the case, is another evi- 
dence of progress that cannot be overlooked. 

" Then, too, the extensive yearly accession to our civilized pop- 
ulation of recruits from the aboriginal tribes around us, who, 
under the influence of our laws and religion, have adopted cus- 
toms and habits like our own, and are now settled among us as 
farmers, mechanics, and traders, as well as the continuous stream 
of emigrants from the European colonies on the coast, who are 
becoming citizens and settling in the Republic, afford evidence 
of the growth and usefulness of Liberia." 

CONCLUSION. 

England emancipated three-quarters of a million of Negro 
slaves in the West Indies and expended $100,000,000 in com- 
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pensating their owners. The slaves were given their freedom, 
but nothing more. 

The United States emancipated three and a half million slaves 
in the States, gave no com])eusation to their owners, but already 
has expended more than $1(X),0(X),000 in educating and training 
these former slaves and their descendants for the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of freemen. More than $10,000,000 is being ex- 
pended annually for this purpose. 

The United States is the great training school for the N^ro 
race, and it is far from the purpose of this Society to divert a 
dollar that will be applied in this way to its own special objects. 

If an independent and prosperous Negro nationality is to oc- 
cupy a portion of Africa in the future, the American Negro, with 
American training, will be the leading factor in its development. 

This Society continues its labors, under the restrictions of its 
limited means, with unabated confidence in the ultimate suc- 
cess of the Liberian Republic. The new forces that will carry 
forward the grand work commenced by its philanthropic founders 
will be a more full and intelligent knowledge of Africa, the mar- 
velous commercial enterprises which she invites, and the oppor- 
tunities for a more independent manhood and greater material 
advancement which she offers to the Negro. 

Fast emerging from barbarism and entering into civilization, 
the 200,000,000 of naked Africans must be clothed and furnished 
with the machinery and appliances of civilized modes of life. 
The cotton fabrics which are already or will soon be in demand 
would keep in constant whirl all the spindles in the cotton mills 
of the United States. Our agricultural implements, unrivaled 
machinery, and manufactured goods of various kinds will all 
find a ready market in Africa ; the vessels transporting them 
will return laden with coffee, sugar, rice, rubber, tropical fruits, 
ivory, rare and valuable woods, diamonds, and the precious 
metals, found in such abundance there, and when a direct and 
favorable highway between the two continents has been opened 
up by commerce and a better knowledge of Africa is spread 
abroad, thousands of the more intelligent and enterprising 
Negroes in the United States will begin to set their faces toward 
this land of i)romise. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 15, 1895. 

The annual meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held today at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 
450 Pennsylvania avenue northwest. 

President Potter presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the annual meeting, January 16, 1894, were 
read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Arthur M. Burton, the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast the ballot of the Society for the following officers 
to serve for the ensuing year, and the Secretary accordingly cast 
the ballot : 

1892 Right Rkv. HENRY C. POTTER, D. D. 

Vie6-PretidmU : 

1851 Rev. Robert Ryland, IT. D., Ky. 1884 Rey. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D., N.Y. 

1851 Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, Va. 1884 Prof. E. W. BIyden, LL. D., Liberia. 

1866 Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 1886 Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1867 Mr. Samuel A. Crozer, Pa. 1887 Hon. Robert S. Green, N. J. 
1870 Mr. Robert Arthington, England. 1888 Hon. William Strong, D. C. 

1874 Rev. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Mass. 1888 Rev. J. Aspinwrall Hodge, D. D., Ot 

1875 Rt. Rev. M. A. DeW. Howe. D. D., Pa. 1888 Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Pa. 

1875 Mr. Samuel K. Wilson, N. J. 1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 1892 Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1876 Rev. H. M. Turner, D. D., LL. D., Ga. 1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D., D. C. 

1877 Elov. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

187H Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. C. 

1878 Adm.Rob't W. Shufeldt, U. S. N., D. C. 189.'^ Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
18S1 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 

1882 Mr. Henry G. Marquand, N. Y. 1895 Mr. Robert B. Davidson, Pa. 

18^4 Rev. George D. Boardman, D. D., Pa. 1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

On motion of the Rev. George W. Samson D. D., it was — 

Rt'solred, That the Executive Committee be authorized to incorporate 
the American Colonization Society under the general incorporation laws 
of tlie District of Columbia, and to provide in the charter for its holding 
funds aa a trustee for educational and other purposes, and to make such 
other provisions for the Society as may be deemed necessary. 
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On motion of Mr. Burton, it was — 

Resolved, That the 'action of the Executive Committee, at a stated 
meeting held December 6, 1894, accepting on behalf of the American 
Colonization Society the trusteeship of **The Trustees of All Saints 
Hall of West Africa, of Baltimore City," conferred upon this Society by 
decree of the circuit court No. 2 of Baltimore city, as stated in the report 
of Reginald Fendall, Treasurer, that day submitted, is hereby approved 
and duly confirmed. 

The Society then took a recess until 7.30 p. m., when the pub- 
lic exercises of the anniversary were to commence in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Four-and-a-half street between C and D 
streets northwest. 

The Society reconvened in the First Presbyterian Church at 
7.30 o'clock p. m. ^ 

In the absence of President Potter, who. unexpectedly had 
been called back to New York, the Rev. Thomas G. Addison, 
D. D., presided. 

The order of exercises was as follows : 

1. Invocation by the Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D. 

2. Reading the annual report by Secretary Wilson. 

3. Address by the Hon. John T. Morgan, of the United States 
Senate. 

Mr. George Forbes offered the following, which, after remarks 
by the Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., and Mr. Gilbert Emley, 
was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the American Colonization Society be ex- 
tended to the Hon. John T. Morgan for his very able and eloquent address, 
to which we have just listened with much pleasure and profit, and also 
that our thanks be extended to the pastor and board of trustees of the 
First Presbyterian Church and to the citizens of Washington for the in- 
terest which they have manifested in this meeting. 

The audience was dismissed with the benediction by the Rev. 
Dr. Addison. 

Adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C. January 15, 1895. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue northwest, Washington, D. C. 

President Potter presided, and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. George W. Samson, D. D. 

The Rev. George W. Samson, D. I#, Mr. G. W. S. Hall, and 
Mr. Gilbert Emley were appointed a Committee on Credentials, 
and the committee reported the following-named Delegates ap- 
pointed for the year 1895 : 

Maryland Colonization Society. — Mr. G. W. S. Hall, Mr. Edward 
T. Jones, Mr. Richard J. Du Val, Mr. George Forbes. 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Arthur Burton, Mr. 
Gilbert Emley. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee, — Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D. D., Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. 
Huntington, D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Life Directors.— The Right Rev. H. C. Potter, D. D., of New 
York, and the Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., of New York. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and approved, and the gentlemen named be received as membera of the 
Board. 

On motion — 

The Rev. G. W. Samson, D. D., and the Hon. Isaac T. Smith 
were received as a committee to represent the New York State 
Society, and invited, as visitors, to take seats with the Board. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees, as follows : 
Committee on Education and Foreign Relations. — Rev. Dr. Hunt- 
ington, Mr. P]mley, and Mr. Du Val. 
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Committee on Accounts and Finance, — Mr. Jones, Rev. Dr. Hunt- 
ington, Dr. Godding, and Mr. Wilson. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and 'Agencies. — Rev. Dr. Sam- 
son, Rev. Dr. Sunderland, and Mr. Forbes. 

Committee on Emigration. — Mr. Burton, Rev. Dr. Addison, and 
Mr. Hall. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Samson — 

Mr. Smith was added to the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and invited to give the other members the benefit of his knowl- 
edge of the subjects to be considered by that committee. 

On motion — 

Resolvedj That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Emley were appointed 
the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy-eighth Annual 
Report of the American Colonization SoCiety. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and disburse- 
ments for the past year, with the certificate of audit ; also a state- 
ment of the property of the Society were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved J That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's report just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as 
relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, aj^ncies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several stixnding committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion — 

The Board took a recess to give the members an opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization So- 
ciety. 

The Board reconvened at 3 o'clock p. m. 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, chairman of the Committee to Nomi- 
nate an Executive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made 
the following report, which was adopted unanimously : 

The Executive Committee, — Mr. Reginald Fendall, Rev. Thomas 
G. Addison, D. D., Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Judge Charles 
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C. Nott, Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., 
and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer. — Mr. Reginald Fendall. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Addison, it waa — 

Resolird, That the services of Mr. H^nry T. Buell, as agent of the So- 
ciety, be continued. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the Standing Committee on Accounts 
and Finance, presented and read the following report, and it 
was, on motion, approved : 

" The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respect- 
fully report that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts 
for the period from January 13 to December 31, 1894, and the 
vouchers for the disbursements, and find the same correct, and 
that they have examined the evidences of property belonging to 
the Society for its own use and in trust, and find that they agree 
with the statement of th^ Treasurer." 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary 
Societies and Agencies, and also chairman of a special commit- 
tee appointed at the last Annual Meeting *' to examine the Con- 
stitution of this Society and report such amendments as said 
committee may consider advisable," made the following report, 
which was adopted : 

The Committee on Auxiliary or State Societies and their rela- 
tion to the American Society would report that throughout the 
entire year the subject has been a matter of correspondence, both 
with auxiliaries and the member of the Executive Committee 
charged with the duty of obtaining a new charter from the United 
States Government and with consequent modifications of the 
present Constitution. The committee, as the result of this con- 
ference, 'recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the two following provisions for the new Constitution are 
commended to the consideration of the Executive Committee : 

First. That the American Colonization Society, in the same manner as 
the State S»x*ieties, be independent in its internal organization, esi>ecially 
in the Holection of its Executive Committee, its Secretary, and Treasurer. 
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Second. That the appropriation of one thousand dollars by any State 
Stxriety to educational, industrial, or any other general objects important 
to Liberian interests entitle said Society to representation bj' a delegate, 
the number of such delegates being determined by the amount of such 
appropriations. 

The Rev. Dr. Huntington, chairman of the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Foreign Relations, read the following report, which 
was ado})ted : 

The va.st sums of money which within the past few years have been 
expended by some of the principal relijfious denominations of our coun- 
try for the founding and for the support of institutions of learning for the 
young men and women of the African race, and thelil>eral appropriations 
which have been made by the legislatures of our Southern States for the 
maintenance of public schools for colored children and youth render it 
quite unnecessary for this committee in their report to urge the. importance 
of the moral and intellectual cultivation of our Negro population, either in 
the United States or in Liberia ; but it seems to vour committee that the 
only practicable question for them now to consider is. What can this 
Society do, and do at once, for the promotion of the cause of education 
in the little Republic entrusted, in some measure, to their care? 

And, first, we recommend that this Society request their agent in 
Liberia, Mr. Stevens, to prosecute the good work which, under the di- 
rection of the Executive Committee, he has for some time past, in con- 
nection with his other duties, been carrying on, and still further to inquire 
into the condition of the public schools, to a.ssist in providing for them 
lx»tter text-books, and to aid in all practicable and judicious ways in ren- 
dering the system of instruction more efficient. 

Again, we suggest that the Society, through its Secretary, correspond 
with one of the principal institutions of each of the principal religious de- 
nominations which have established schools in the Southern States for the 
education of colored teachers and ministers of the Gospel, and request the 
faculties of these seminaries to recommend to us one or more of their 
very best men — men of discretion and piety and of high aspirati(ms for 
usefulness — who may desire to make their home in Liberia and to devote 
themselves, either in preaching or teaching, to the improvement of its 
people, in order that the Society may aid them in locating churches and 
Schools in that country. What that State now most needs is good and able 
and educated men. Such men would, with the blessing of God, render an 
invaluable service to that rising but still struggling Reimblic ; and each 
of these institutions to which I have referred could probably furnish im- 
mediately one such man, at least, for Liberia, and scores of such men 
might within a few years be secured for that most inviting field. Such 
emigrants as these would make the wilderness and the solitary platte 
glad for them, and the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose. 



20 SEVENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 

Mr. Burton, chairman of the Committee on Emigration, read 
the following report, which was adopted : 

Tlie Committee on Emigration beg leave respectfully to report: 

That during the past year there has been a greater demand than ever 
before on the part of the colored people of this country for the means of 
obtaining pansa^ to Liberia with a view to permanent settlement in that 
Republic. The number of applicants to the Society for aid this year ag- 
gregates over ten thouHand. Formerly tliere were two vessels engaged 
in trade l>etween New York city and Monrovia by which transi)ortation 
was had for emigrants whose passage was paid by our Society. These 
emigrants in general have met with great success in developing the land 
that has been allotted to them and are contented and happy in their new 
relations. 

Of late years much interest in the subject has been aroused among the 
colored people of the United States. The visits of Rev. Bishop Taylor to 
Liberia and his establishment of numerous mission stations in the back 
country and the Congo region was followed by the visit of Rev. Bishop 
Turner, of the Africiin Methodist Episcopal Church, who went to Liberia 
for the sole purpose of ascertaining for himself whether it was a country to 
which the colored people would find it te their advantage to emigrate and 
to develop. He returned with an affirmative answer to his inquiry, and 
as a consequence since then there has appeared a growing and widespread 
disposition among the colored people to act upon his recommendation. 
This has been and is now being develoj)ed in the formation of companies 
for the purpose of emigration and settlement of colored i)eople in that 
country. These organizations have been in many case self-constituted 
and in all wholly independent of the American C<jlonization Society. 
The plans proposed are likely to prove abortive from inexperience and 
want of sufficient financial backing of the promoters, while the means of 
transix)rtation to Lil)eria direct under the auspices of our Society have 
been cut off through the partial withdrawal by the firm of Yates & Porter- 
field of their^ vessels from the trade. 

In this crisis what is to be done by our American C\)lonization Society 
and its supporters ? What CHn be done when tlie Society is without the 
means with which to meet the emergency ? We answer : 

First. We can assure those among the colored people who are seeking 
to letter their condition by emigrating with their families to Liberia of 
our sincere desire and i)urpose to aid them to the fullest extent of our 
means and opportunities. 

Second. We can api)eal to the Congress of the United States and the 
legislatures of the States wliere they reside to take measures by proper 
legal enactments to protect all such i)ei*sons from being deluded and de- 
frauded by the wicked schemes of irresponsible, selfish, and unprincipled 
men to get from them the little property which they have already 
secured. 
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Third. We can urge upon Congress and the President the propriety of 
encouraging the renewal of commercial intercourse with the West Coast 
of Africa: to give better and more frequent opportunities to the colored 
people to visit the land of their fathers, as an act of humanily to them, 
and enabling them, if they choose, to settle there and make it their per- 
manent home, and, as an ultimate end, to build up a future trade that 
will prove to be immensely profitable to those of our people who will en- 
gage in it, and thus add to the prosperity of our country. 

The beast means of promoting the colonization and Christianization of 
Africa is to send to Liberia that class of emigrants who have by their 
industry and frugality been able in this country to acquire something 
more than a mere living. The recent movements that have been started 
to further emigration have been largely made up of this better class. We 
tliink the American Colonization Society ought to place itself at the head 
of these movements. What the colored man who desires to emigrate 
nee<ls is honest and trustworthy guidance and leadership. If this Society 
can in any way through its correspondence get into touch with the lead- 
ing men of the race, who are intelligent, and through them establish 
friendly relations with those who may V)e seeking for information and 
the facilities of quick transportation and induce them to petition Con- 
gress and the State legislatures for aid and assistance in the direction 
proposed, we fully believe that their earnest pleading will receive proper 
consideration, will encourage good feeling toward them, and obtain sub- 
stantial results for the benefit of our colored fellow-citizens throughout 
our country. 

Your committee therefore recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

Resdvedj That the report of the (/ommittee on Emigration be referred 
to the Executive Committee elected for the ensuing year, with a recom- 
mendation that the views therein expressed be ciirried into eflTect as far 
as this committee shall find it practicable to do so. 

On motion — 

Kesolrnl, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Exec- 
utive Conmiittee for publication. 

Adjourned. 

J. OiiMOND Wilson, 

Sea'etary, 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 

or TRX 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



An Acrr of the Leffislature of Maryland, passed March 22, 1837. entitled 
" An Act to Incorporate the American Colonization Society. 

Whereas, by an Act of the General Assembly of Maryland, entitled 
^^ An Act to Incorporate tfie American Colonization *SJ>ciV///,*' passed at Decem- 
ber session, eij^hteen hundred and thirty-one, chapter one hundred and 
eighty-nine, the said iSociety was incorporated with certain powers; And 
whereas it is represented to this General Assembly that the rij^hts and 
interests of saia Society have been materially injured, and are likely to 
suffer further injury, by certain alleged omissions on the part of said 
Society to give efficiency to said Act : Therefore — 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Oeneral Assembly of Maryland^ That John C. Herbert, 
Daniel Murray, Joseph Kent, Ezekiel F. Chambers, Daniel Jenifer, George C. W^ashinR- 
ton, Virffil Maxey, Zaccheus Collins Lee, Alexander Randall, Friincia 8. Key, Walter 
Jones, Ralph R. Guriey, and Williara VV. Seaton, of the Society called the American 
Society for Colonizing the free people of color of the United States, and their sncoeasors, 
together with such others elected and qualitied, aa the present or future Constitution, 
by-laws, ordinances or regulations of .said Society, do or shall licreaftor prencribo. shall 
be, and they are hereby created and declared to be, a body politic and'corporate, by tho 
name, style, and title of The American Colonization Society, and by that name "shall 
have perpetual succession, and shall be able to sue and be' sued, to plead and be im- 
pleaded, in any court of law or equity in this State, and may have and use a common 
seal, and the same may destroy, alter, or renew sit pleasure, and shall have power to 
purcha.se, have, and enjoy, to them and their successors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
tenements, or hereditaments, by the gift, bargain, sale, devise, or other act of any 
person orperaouH, body politic or corporate whatsoever; to take and receive any sum 
or sums or money, goods or chattels, that shall be given, sold, or bequeathed to them 
in any manner whatsoever; to occupy, use, and enjoy, or sell, transfer, or otherwise 
dispose of, according to the by-laws and ordinances, rcciilating the same, now or here- 
after to be prescribed, all such lands, tenemeutsor hereditaments, money, goods or chat- 
tels, as they shall determine to be most conducive to the colonization, with their own con- 
Hent, in Atrica, of the free people of color residing in the United States, and for no other 
uses or purposes whatsoever; and as soon after the passage of this Act as may be con- 
venient, to elect such officers as thoy or a majority of tliem present may deem proper, 
and to make and ordain such Constftution, by-laws, ordinances, and regulations as may 
be necessary for the organization of the said Society ; and to repeal, alter, or amend the 
same; to prescribe the times of meeting, the qualifications and terms of membership, 
and to do all such other acts and deeds as the}' shall deem necessary for regulating and 
manajsing the concerns of the said body corporate ; Provided, however. That tiie Con> 
utitution and laws of this State and of the United States, and this Act of Assembly bo 
not violated thereby. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted. That for the object aforesaid all property, real, personal, 
and mixed, whether in action or possession, and all rights, credits and demands, owned, 
held, or claimed, before this Act, by the said Society, and all such property, rights, 
credits, and demands as. were it not for this .Act, might hereafter be owned,* held, or 
claimed by the said Society, shall vest, and are hereby declared to vest, in the said body 
corporate and its successors as fully and etfcctually as they have or could have .vested 
in the said Society ; and also that the said body corporate, and its successors, are hereby 
declared to be as completely and ettectually liable and responsible for all debts, de- 
mands, and claims due now, or which would hereafter be due, by the said Society, if 
this Act of incorporation had not been granted, as the said Society is now or would 
hereafter be .so liable and responsible for. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted. That the said body corporate, and its successors, shall for- 
ever be incapable of holding in fee or less estate, real property in the United Slates, the 
yearly value of which exceeds the sum of thirty thousand dollars, or the vearlv value 
of so much thereof as may be in this State exceeds the sum of tive thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That the .\(.'t hereinl»elV.re mentioned of the General Aj^sem- 
bly of Maryland, chapter one hundred and eiglity-nine, of Deeemher session, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, be and the same is hereby" repealed: Saving and reservinn, howKvcr, 
to the nersons incorporated by said Act, and to 'the American Colonization .So.-iety, all 
the rignts and powers conferred by suicl Act, so far as the same n»ay be necessary for 
the recovery, possession, holding, or enjoyment of any proi)erty. real, "personal or mixed, 
chose in aciion or fraucliise of any description wh.'\tsoever, which may have been here- 
tofore given, granted, devised, or bequeathed to or otherwise aequire"d by the said per- 
sons, or any of them, or to or by the American Colonization Soeiety. 

Sec ft. And be it enacted. That this .Act. and the powers and privileges granted thereby, 
may be at any time repealed, modified, amended, or changed at the discretion of tlio 
General Assembly. 
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CONSTITUTION 

or THS 



American Colonization Society. 



Organized January 1, 1817. Incorporate March 22, 1837. 



Article 1. This Society sliall ])e called The American ColonizaUon 
.Society. 

Article 2. Tlie objects of this Society shall be to aid tlie Colonization 
of Afriai by voluntary colored emijjrants from the United States, and to 
promote there tlie extension of Christianity and civilization. 

Article 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the funds of the Society the sum of one dollar shall ho. a member of the 
Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who shall 
have paid the sum of thirty dollars shall l>e a member for life ; and any 
citizen paying the sum of one thousand dollars shall be a director for life. 
Foreigners may be made members by a vote of the Society or of the 
Directors. 

Article 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washington on the third 
Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. 
At the annual meeting a President and Vice-Presidents shall \ye chosen, 
who shall perform the duties appropriate to those officers. 

Article 5. There shall be a Bcxird of Directors (X)mposed of the Directors 
for life and of Delegates from the several Auxiliary Six^ieties, Each of 
such Societies shall be entitled to one Delegate and ah additional Delegate 
for every two hundred dollars jjaid into the treasury of this Society within 
the year ending on the .31st of Deceml^er: Proiided^ That no Auxiliarj' 
shall be entitled to more than four Delegates in any one year. 

Article 6. The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a 
Treasurer and an Executive Committee of seven persons; all of whom shall. 
ex-officio, be members of the Board. The President of the Society shall 
also be a Director, ex'Ojficio, and President of the Board ; but in his absence 
at any meeting a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 

Article 7. The Board of Directors slmll meet in Wasliington, at twelve 
o'clock M., on the third Tuesday of Januarv' in each year, and at such other 
times and places as it shall appoint, or at the request of the Executive 
Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Societies com- 
municated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven directors shall form a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

Article 8. The Executive Committee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of the Secretary. This Committee shall have 
discretionary power to transact the business of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations as are found in it** charter, in its Constitution, and in the 
votes that have been passed, or may hert»afterbe passed, by tne Board of 
Directors. The Secretary and Ti*easurer shall l)e members of the Com- 
mittee, ej--ofliciOy with tlie right to delil>ei-ate, but not to vote. The Com- 
mittee is authorized to fill all vacancies in its own body, to appoint a 
Secretary or Treasurer, whenever such otlices are vacant, and toap|X)int 
and direct such Agents ii.« may be necessary for the service of the Society. 
At every annual meeting the Committee shall rej.)ort their doings to tfie 
Society and to the Board of Directors. 

Aktrle 9. This Constitution may be amended U{X)n a proposition U) 
that elfect, made and approved at any meeting of the Board of Directors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies represented in the Boani of 
Directors, transmitted to the Secretiirv and published in the ofUcial jmjjer 
of the Society three months l)efore the annual meeting; provided such 
amendment receive the sanction of two-thirds of the 3oard at its next 
annual meeting. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Chainnan. 
Mr. Reginaij) Fendall. Dr. \Yilliam W. Godding. 

Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D. Rev. A. J. Huntington. D. D. 

Judge Charles C. Nott. Mr. J. OrMond Wii^on. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer : 
Mr. Reginald Fendall. 

General Agent: 
Mr. Henry T. Burll. 



FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I.jsjive and bequeath tx> The American Colonization 8ocietv the 
sum of dollars. 

(If the bequest is of jiersonal or real estate, so describe it that it 
can be easily identified.) 



EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 

Persons wishing to emigrate to Liberia and desiring information or 
assistance should address ** Mr. J. Onnond Wilson, Secretary of the 
American Colonization Society, Colonization Rooms, 450 Pennsylvania 
Avenue N. W., Washington, D. C," giving their names, ages, andcircuni. 
stances. Applications for assistance have become so-numerou^ that the 
Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things being equal, 
to those who will pay the most towards the cost of their passage and 
settlement in Liberia. 



BULLETINS OF INFORMATION. 

Bulletins of information are issued from time to time, as circumstances 
may justify, which contain the proceedings of the Society, imi)ortant in- 
formation and news from Liberia, and movements for theciAilizationand 
^vangelization of Africa. Thej^e will be sent, without charge, when re- 
quested, to the oflicers of the Society, its Auxiliaries, life members, and 
annual contributors of ten dollars and upward to the funds of the Society. 
Orders or remittances for these should be sent to Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, 
^Secretary, CoKmization Rooms, Washington, D. C. 
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THE SEVENTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



EMIORATION. 



During the past year the American Colonization Society has 
assisted four emigrants to Liberia : Mr. Sidney H. Arnett, aged 
32 years, waiter in a hotel, from Rock Ledge, Florida, March 30, 
1895 ; Miss Hattie Gibson, aged 30 years, school teacher, from 
Martinsburg, West Virginia, October 26, 1895 ; Mr. Charles B. 
Dunbar, aged 20 years, school teacher, from Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, October 26, 1 895 ; and Mr. A. J. Cross, aged 22 years, farmer, 
from Wadley, Georgia, December 21, 1895. In each of these 
cases the Society furnished only a passage by steamer from New 
York by way of Liverpool, the emigrants paying their own ex- 
penses to New York and providing for themselves after their 
arrival in Liberia. 

The Society has definite information of 217 emigrants who 
have gone from this country to Liberia during the past year and 
wholly paid their own way. Others have probably gone who 
have not been noticed, and a large number have corresponded 
with the Society who are now making arrangements to emigrate 
during the coming year, paying the whole or the greater part of 
their expenses. 

Seventy-four years ago this Society sent out its first i)arty of 
colonists ; each year since it has sent out emigrants to Liberia. 
Those reported for the past year make a total of 16,428, exclusive 
of 5,722 recaptured Africans which it enabled the Government 
of the United States to settle in Liberia, or a total of 22,150 per- 
sons whom the Society has assisted in finding homes in Liberia. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

During the year the Society has edited and published two 
Bulletins, Nos. 6 and 7, containing the latest news obtain- 

(3) 



4 SEVENTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OP 

able from Liberia, important information about Africa, and valu- 
able articles relating to the Negro problem in the United States 
and elsewhere. Three thousand copies of these Bulletins have 
been distributed, many of them in response to special calls at 
home and abroad. The exchange list now includes the very best 
African publications in Europe and the principal newspapers 
published on the west coast of Africa. In reply to the letters re- 
ceived daily at this office from Negroes in the United States 
desiring to emigrate to Liberia and seeking information on the 
subject these Bulletins are most useful, and they are supple- 
mented by letters giving the more specific information called for 
in each case. 

EDUCATION. 

That the intelligence and virtue of a people are the only founda- 
tions X)n which a republican form of government can rest securely 
and without which no people under any form of government 
can be prosperous and progressive goes without saying. The 
future of Liberia depends, first, upon the education which she 
gives to her youth and, second, upon the character of the immi- 
grants which she receives, largely from the United States. . This 
Society is profoundly interested in both and is endeavoring to 
aid along both lines. 

Mr. Julius C. Stevens, our agent in Liberia, has devoted most 
of his time during the past year to educational work, for which 
he has many excellent qualifications. 

He has continued his visitations to the schools, both public 
and private; consulted with teachers, made suggestions for 
improvements in accommodations, furnishing of school-rooms, 
appliances, text-books, and methods of teaching; has given in- 
structive and stimulating talks to schools and gatherings of 
parents and others whom he has interested in the importance 
of education. 

The plan of furnishing a better class of school text-books, 
purchased by the Society in the United States at the lowest 
wholesale prices and sold through its Liberian agent at actual 
cost, has already been successful and promises the most gratify- 
ing results in the future. The people of Liberia appreciate the 
favor, and are fast purchasing at a low price a better class and 
better supply of school text-books for the use of their children. 
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In a recent report to this Society Mr. Stevens says : 

" The free public schools of liiberia are siipi)orted by part of 
the general revenue arising from customs dues, licenses, and 
other taxes. Within the last few years the government has had 
great additional expenses in carrying on the Cape Palmas war, 
purchasing two new gunboats, &c., and it has been impossible 
to afford the same school facilities as existed before the war. 
Now that all is quiet, attention is again returning to educational 
interests, and the people are discussing the best means of put- 
ting the common schools on a firmer basis. An internal land 
and poll tax especially for schools is suggested and better super- 
vision and local subcontrol. The legislature will be asked to 
revise and amend the school law, so that the maintenance of the 
schools and the duties of officers will be better understood and 
more efficacious." 

The Hall School at Cape Palmas, maintained by the income 
of a fund in the custody of this Society, has been satisfactorily 
conducted during the past year, as shown })y the detailed re- 
ports of the principal, received through the secretary and treas- 
urer of the local board of trustees at the close of each half-yearly 
term. The whole number of pupils enrolled in this school dur- 
ing the last year reported was 71. The average number on the 
roll was 65, of which 11 were children of native African parents. 
Some new and modern text-books have been introduced into 
the school, and the course of study has been improved. 

Mr. Stevens has visited All Saints' Hall at Beulah, thoroujjhiv 
investigated affairs there, and made a full and satisfactory report 
to this Society. He found that the school had been broken up 
when Miss Scott abandoned her enterprise four or five years ago, 
most of the material for the main building sent out from tliis 
country had been sold or become useless for want of proper pro- 
tection, and the cleared fields on which cultivation had been 
commenced were fast being covered with bush. The procecMls 
of the sales were in the hands of or had been loaned to different 
individuals, and, in accordance with his instructions, he took 
steps to collect the same for transmittal to this Society. The 
sum total found by him was SI, 025.50, of which he has collected 
and forwarded to this Society up to date $()(S5.4(S. He rei)orts 
that the 200 acres of land at Beulah, now belonging to this So- 
ciety as the Trustees of All Saints' Hall, are easily accessible. 
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elevated, well watered, very fertile, and in all respects a most 
desirable site for an industrial school and model Libeiian farm. 

The Executive Committee has asked the Liberian govern- 
ment to make an additional grant of 1,000 acres of land contig- 
uous to the 200 acres at Beulah, so that the entire All Saints' 
Hall tract shall be 1,200 acres, and is also making diligent in- 
quiry for a suitable man to place in charge of the All Saints' 
Hall industrial project. 

For improving the common schools of Liberia the committee 
is also diligently maturing other plans, all of which look to 
helping her to help herself, the only kind of assistance that can 
bring satisfactory and lasting results. 

In 1888 this Society received $1,000, a legacy of the late Mr. 
John West Mason, of Newark, Illinois, as a trust fund " to be 
invested, with or without additions, until the income thence 
arising shall be sufficient to meet the expenses of a pious young 
man of color while being educated to preach the Gospel among 
the heathen of Africa, * * * gaid income to bear the name 
of Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D., late of Brooklyn, N. Y., and 
brother of said testator." Since that date the fund has been in- 
vested and the income received from it now amounts to $335. 

Gammon Theological Seminary, at Atlanta, Georgia, is an in- 
stitution founded for the education of " pious young men of 
color," has able officers and teachers, is well equipped for its 
work, and is the only institution in this country that in its 
course of study makes a specialty of the study of Africa — its 
geography, history, o})portunities, needs, and the Negro race. 
It holds in trust a large fund, named '' The Stewart Missionary 
Foundation for Africa," which was given for this specific pur- 
pose, and is doing most efficient work. It is a leading purpose 
of this institution to prepare colored youth for intelligent and 
effective missionary work in Africa. 

This Society has entered into an agreement with Gammon 
Theological Seminary to provide a scholarship, to be named 
** The Theodore Lewis Mason, M. I)., Scholarship," in that insti- 
tution, in consideration of the receipt of the annual income of 
*' Tlie Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D., Fund." A worthy student 
is now receiving the benefit of this legacy, and it is expected 
that this arrangement for realizing the noble purpose of the 
donor of the fund will be permanent. 
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NEW PROJECT. 

• 

The colonization of Liberia hitherto has followed the usual 
course of early settlements in all new countries, and immigrants 
have taken up the lands near the seashore and the tidewater 
creeks and rivers. The first settlers of a country find the water 
their ready-made highway for travel and transportation. The 
civilized portion of Liberia's population today is limited to a 
narrow strip of country along the Atlantic coast, extending back 
not farther than from five to fifteen miles, with the exception of 
the settlements on both sides of the St. Paul river, which reach 
up to the first rapids, some twenty or twenty-five miles from its 
mouth. Here at the head of navigation, on its left bank, is a 
small settlement called White Plains, which marks the boundary 
of the farthest advance of civilization toward the interior. 

Prof. O. F. Cook, an enterprising young American scientist, 
under the auspices of the New York State Colonization Society, 
landed in Liberia in December, 1891, and has devoted his time 
since that date to exploring the country and investigating the 
social, industrial, and economic conditions of the people. He 
has recently made a report to the New York Society, in which 
he attributes the failure on the part of the Liberians to make the 
progress expected from them in part to the fact that most of the 
colonists were wholly illiterate and emigrated from the slave 
States of America, carrying with them only the civilization which 
they had attained to as slaves in the section of country from 
which they came. With the dominant class in their old homes 
the laissez faire principle largely prevailed and labor was to be 
performed by somebody else ; hence in their new freedom and 
independence they thought the proper thing to do was to assume 
the r61e of their old masters in the Southern States and have 
the natives do the work. In their changed situation labor was 
looked upon as a necessary evil, to be avoided as much as pos- 
sible. 

There is without doubt much truth in Professor Cook's state- 
ment, and when we add to that the fact that the Liberians have 
been separated from the rest of the civilized world by several 
thousand miles of ocean, with little of even commercial com- 
munication, we should not be greatly surprised that the little 
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Republic has not kept step with the progress of the last half of 
the nineteenth century in more highly favored lands. 

Professor Cook is of the opinion that the peoj)le and the country 
need only a more intelligent and energetic development in order 
to realize the brightest hopes and expectations of the founders of 
Liberia. He has o})tained from the Jjiberian government a grant 
to the New York Society of 1,000 acres of land in the immediate 
vicinity of Mount Coffee, some eight or ten miles above White 
PUiins, at the head of navigation on the St. Paul river, and pro- 
poses to make of this land a model farm, more especially for the 
cultivation of coffee. Here also he will introduce horses, oxen, and 
other domestic animals, hitherto found seldom if at all in Liberia. 
He has alreadv cleared about 100 acres of this land, built a small 
house, planted several thousand scions for a coffee grove, and 
furnished s(mie animals. He intends also to make this farm to 
some extent a large industrial school for the benefit of the sur- 
rounding countrj\ 

It is now proposed to construct a good wagon road from White 
Plains to Mount Coffee and begin enterprising settlements, with 
coffee as the leading industry, all along the road, in this higher 
and more healthful region of country. 

The New York Colonization Society and this Society have 
agreed to undertake this work jointly, under the superintendence 
of Professor Cook, at an estimated cost of about $5,000. This 
Society has asked the Liberian government for a grant of the 
land on each side of the proposed road to tlie depth of half a 
mile, and on this land it is its intention to make new settlements, 
improve the present methods of raising coffee and other products 
adapted to the climate, introduce beasts of burden and other do- 
mestic animals, better methods of cultivating the land, and better 
facilities for travel and transportation. 

The more intelligent class of Negroes now emigrating from this 
country to Liberia and largely paying their own way have had 
thirty years of freedom, with all the beneficent training and ex- 
perience in self-reliance and necessitated industry which these 
years have brought to them. They are better qualified for the 
settlement of a \\q\^ country than were a lar^e majority of tliose 
who at an earlier day went out direct from an environment of 
slavery, and we may reasonably exi)oct this improvement in the 
character of immigrants to be continued in the future. 
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THE UNDEVELOPED WEALTH OF AFRICA. 

England, France, Germany, Portugal, Italy, and Spain are en- 
gaged in a fierce scramble for the last square foot of Africa, not 
so much for the sake of enlarged domain and increased political 
power as for the unmeasured wealth which all parts of that great 
continent holds out to them. While in the not distant future 
this will consist largely in its immense forests of the most useful 
and valuable woods and, owing to its extent in latitude and pe- 
culiar physical features, the great variety of the products of its 
generous soil, including the chief staples of commerce — wheat in 
its northern and southern extremities, coffee, cotton, sugar, rice, 
India rubber in its more tropical regions — just now the rapid in- 
crease in the output of gold is especially attracting the attention 
of the world. 

For centuries it had been believed that Africa was the favorite 
depository of this most precious metal, and her " golden sands " 
have figured in song and story . The natives by the crude methods 
known to them have found it in greater or less quantities, worked 
it into personal ornaments or bartered it to Europeans for glass 
beads, brass wire, and rum. So large a traffic in gold was carried 
on along an extensive seaboard on the Gulf of Guinea, now owned 
by England, that it was named the ** Gold Coast." The latest 
edition of Stanford's " Compendium of Geography," a high au- 
thority, says : " The total yield of the * Gold Coast ' since the 
arrival of the Europeans, 1471, has been estimated at from 
£600,000,000 to £700,000,000." 

A scientific investigation of African gold mines has up to this 
time been made only in a small portion of the southern part 
of the continent, and the working of these mines with modern 
methods and appliances was commenced within the last ten 
years. 

The official reports of the director of the United States Mint 
give the output of gold in Africa for five years as follows : 

1890 $9,887,000 

1891 15,742,400 (increase 59.2 -f per cent.) 

1892 24,232,000 (increase 53.9 ~t per cent.) 

1893 28,943,500 (increase 19.4 -I- per cent.) 

1894 40,271,000 (increase 28.1 + per cent.) 

Increase, 1890 to 1894 307.3 + per cent. 

2 
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The well-known American mining engineer, Mr. John Hays 
Hammond, now employed in the Transvaal, says: "It is obvi- 
ously impossible to make an approximate estimate, but I would 
regard as well within the bounds of conser\'ati8m the prediction 
that the annual output of the Witwatersrand district before the 
end of the present century will exceed £20,000,000 sterling 
($100,000,000) worth of gold." 

MODERN METHODS OP TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION IN AFRICA. 

The steamboats now plying on the great lakes and all the navi- 
gable rivers of Africa are numbered by hundreds, and the rail- 
roads already in operation, under construction, and projected 
indicate unmistakably how rapidly the rich resources of that 
continent are to be developed and appropriated by intelligent 
and progressive enterprise. 

There are now more than 2,000 miles of railroad in the French 
possessions on the Mediterranean. The principal trunk line ex- 
tends from Oran to Tunis, with branches, either completed or in 
progress, to all the large seaports on the north, and three lateral 
lines advancing across the plateau to the southern oases, one of 
which will not be completed until it has been carried over a route 
already surveyed across the Sahara to Timbuctoo, the basin of 
the Niger, the fertile region of the Sudan, the valley of the Sene- 
gal, and an Atlantic port near its mouth. 

Egypt has a system of railroads ramifying the delta and ex- 
tending up the Nile to the Nubian frontier, aggregating a total of 
more than 1,200 miles. 

There are three great systems of railroads starting from sea- 
ports of Cape Colony, in South Africa, the trunk lines of which, 
with their interlacing branches, are known as the '^ Western," 
'' Midland," and " Eastern." At the end of 1893 they had a total 
of 2,253 miles open and in regular operation, and great prc^ess 
has been mad,e since that date. 

The Western, commencing at Cape Town, runs through Kim- 
berly, celebrated for its diamond fields, and Vryburg to Mafeking 
and beyond, on its way to Buluwayo, recently the. capital of the 
famous African king, Ix)bengula, but already become, as if by the 
touch of a magician's wand, a flourishing settlement of Great 
Britiiin. The Midland has its southern terminus at Port Eliza- 
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beth, and runs through Bloerafontein, the capital of the Orange 
Free State, Johannesburg, the site of the great Witwatersrand 
and other gold mines in the South African Republic, to Pretoria, 
its capital. The Eastern has its southern terminus at East 
London. 

On the east coast farther north Natal already has more than 
400 miles of railway open, and still farther north a line, starting 
from Delagoa bay, in Portuguese territory, is well on its way to 
Pretoria, the capital of the South African Republic. 

On the Congo river, of the railway now being constmcted 
from Matadi, the farthest inland port accessible to ocean steamers, 
to Leopoldville, on Stanley Pool above the falls, a distance of 
about 250 miles, some 90 miles of road over the most difficult 
part of the route have been constructed, and the work on the 
rest of the line is being pushed forward for an early completion, 
probably within three years. 

Great Britain has also commenced an important railway from 
Mombassa, on the east coast, to Lake Victoria and Uganda ; and 
on the west coast a corps of engineers are now surveying a route 
from Free Town, Sierra Leone to the hinterlands of that colony, 
and the building of the road at an early day is assured. Steps 
are also being taken for the construction of a road from Lagos, 
on the Gulf of Guinea, to the interior. 

It will thus be seen that provisions for modern means of travel 
and transportation over all parts of the great continent have 
been well commenced and are rapidly progressing. Already 
more than 6,000 miles of railway are open. The Egyptian line, 
running up the Nile toward the south as far as Nubia, and the 
South African lines, running toward the north beyond Pretoria, 
are destined to meet and be united ; and it may safely be j)re- 
dicted that within the next generation the American tourist will 
be able to take his palatial car at Alexandria, in Egypt, in the 
north temperate zone, be carried up the Nile to its source among 
the great lakes of the central plateau, by the grand Victoria 
Falls of the Zambesi, Johannesburg, having the largest and 
richest gold mines of the world, Kimberly, with its matchless 
diamond fields, and after a delightful ten days* journey of more 
than 5,000 miles, through the entire length and very heart of 
the old continent of Africa, be landed at Cape Town, in the 
south temperate zone. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Seventy-nine years have come and gone since a little company 
of fifty patriots and philanthropists met in this capital city and 
organized the American Colonization Society. On that original 
roll, preserved in the archives of the Society, are the signatures 
of statesmen, divines, and philanthropists holding the highest 
places in American history. They long since passed away, leav- 
ing ample and unmistakable record of what they said and did. 

The simple clause of their charter, *Hhe colonization, with 
their own consent, in Africa of the free people of color residing 
in the United States,'* included a fourfold purpose : first, to do 
away with slavery in the United States; second, to aid in put- 
ting an end to the foreign slave trade ; third, to ^tablish a place 
.of refuge for slaves recaptured on the high seas or elsewhere after 
the foreign slave trade had been declared piracy ; and, fourth, to 
establish an independent Negro nationality in Africa which, in 
the language of the constitution of Liberia, should " provide a 
home for the dispersed and oppressed children of Africa and re- 
generate and enlighten that benighted continent." 

The first three of these grand purposes were already realized 
when slavery in the United States was abolished, and it were an 
easy task to show the important part which the Society had in 
the accomplishment of each. 

The execution of the fourth purpose was well commenced in 
the establishment of the independent Republic of Liberia, which 
still holds out a promise of the ultimate achievement of the 
beneficent puq^ose of its founders and calls for the services of 
this Society in its behalf. 

In response to this call the Society continues its labors. It 
endeavors to strengthen Liberia, especially by aiding its educa- 
tional work and by officiating as a bureau of information for the 
benefit of Liberia and the thousands of Negroes in the United 
States who, not contented with their present condition and future 
prospects, desire, to emigrate to that country. 

The Society recognizes tlie facts of race and the great part, in 
the order of Providence, which they have played in the evolu- 
tion of nations and the i)rogress of civilization, and it believes 
that it can do good service to the Negro race in both this country 
and Africa by continuing to encourage and assist the efforts to 
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maintain and build up an independent, enlightened, and Christian 
Negro nationality in Africa.. 

Civilization has its units of value of different orders, of which 
race is one that demands recognition in all successful efforts to 
improve the condition of our fellow-men. This principle does 
not conflict with the broader principle of the " common brother- 
hood of man," but is subordinate to it, and its recognition only 
takes note of the actual racial diff*erences existing in the brother- 
hood of man and wisely regulates action accordingly. 

The student of the past knows how largely racial character- 
istics have entered into the history of every nation that has ever 
existed. The Negro is bound to his race by a law of Providence, 
and all efforts to ignore that bond spring from selfish, isolated 
individualism or ignorance and must end in disappointment. 

That philosophical and sagacious statesman, Lord Beacons- 
field, made Baron Sergius say to Endymion, the hero of his 
story ; 

'' No man will treat with indifference the principle of race. It 
is the key of history ; and why history is often so confused is 
that it has been written by men w^ho were ignorant of this 
principle and all the knowledge it involves. As one who may 
become a statesman and assist in governing mankind, it is nec- 
essary that you should not be insensible to it; whether you 
encounter its influence in communities or in individuals, its 
qualities must ever be taken into account. * * * Ijanguage 
and religion do not make a race ; there is only one thing which 
makes a race and that is blood." 

Of late we have heard much about civil equality without 
social equality; but the civil e([uality of two distinct races, 
counted by millions, in the same country, without actual or 
possible social equality, if it ever come, will be an anomaly, 
having no precedent in all history; and there is abundant evi- 
dence on every hand that one generation of exi)eriment in this 
country has produced results far from being satisfactory to 
either race. Civil equality in its full reality must have its foun- 
dations far deeper than legal phrases in constitutions and stat- 
utes ; it rests securely only in the hearts and public sentiment 
of a homogeneous peoj)le. 

The Hon. J. L. M. Curry, widely known as scholar, statesman, 
educator, and the general agent for the distribution of those 
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magnificent bequests to education in the South, *'The Peabody 
Fund" and *'The Slater Fund," than whom no man in this 
countrj' has a more thorough knowledge of the so-called *' Negro 
problem," knowledge derived largely from widely extended per- 
sonal contact and observation, in a paper recently published, 
says : 

" Much has been written of the evolution of man, of human 
society, and history shows marvelous progress in some races, in 
some countries, in the bettering of habits and institutions, but 
this progress is not found in any equal degree in the Negro race 
in his native land. What has occurred in the United States has 
been from external causes. Usually human development has 
come from voluntar}'' energy, from self-evolved organizations of 
higher and higher efficiency, from conditions which are prin- 
cipally the handiwork of man himself. With the Negro, what- 
ever progress has marked his life as a race in this country has 
come from without. The great ethical and political revolutions 
of enlightened nations, through the efforts of successive genera- 
tions, have not been seen in his history." 

In. Liberia, with all its favorable opportunities and great possi- 
bilities, handicapped by no other dominant race, the Negro has 
a possibility to demonstrate to the world that he has the capacity 
for that " human development which has usually come from volun- 
tary energy, from self-evolved organizations of higher and higher 
efficiency, from conditions which are principally the handiwork 
of man himself," and which has made the peoples and govern- 
ments of the world what they are today. Can a wiser thing be 
done by the foremost of the race than to make the most of this 
possibility ? 

The Japanese, now the marvel and admiration of the world, 
a generation ago were considered little better than barbarians. 
They have developed as a race and a nationality, and, while 
freely availing themselves of the advantages offered to them by 
the highest civilization of other races and nations, their evolu- 
tion has been distinctiveh' along their own racial lines, and their 
nationality has been guarded and strengthened with the most 
jealous care. It has been as a race and nation, not as separate 
individuals, that they have won the high respect and position 
now so happily accorded to them. 
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The Republic of Liberia is about the only portion of Africa 
which the Negro can call his own, where he stands erect and 
bows to no other race as master. It is true that it is still little 
and weak, but in its location, climate, soil, and natural produc- 
tions it is conceded by all intelligent obsen- ers and writers to be 
the most eligible part of the whole West Coast of Africa, and there 
is unlimited room for enlarging its borders as fast as its people 
and government prove themselves worthy to occupy, develop, 
and rule over more territory. Without any foreign governmental 
protection or assistance it has for a period of forty-nine years 
maintained an independent government, which on terms of 
equality has been fully recognized and dealt with by the other 
members of the family of nations, and in all future wisely directed 
efforts which the Negro may make to build up a great, enlight- 
ened, progressive, Christian nationality there in Africa he will 
have the hearty sympathy and support of other races and nations. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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MINUTES OP THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 21y 1896. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society was 
held today at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

President Potter presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 
! The minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 15, 1895, 

were presented and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Arthur M. Burton, the Secretary was in- 
! structed to cast the ballot of the Society for the following officers 

to serve for the ensuing year, and the Secretary accordingly cast 
the ballot : 

President: 
\ 1892 RiOHT Rkv. henry C. POTTER, D. D., New York. 

' Vict-PreiidenU : 

I 1861 Rer. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 1892 Hon. John Scott, Pa. 

I 1866 Hod. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 1892 Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1867 Mr. Samuel A. Croaer, Pa. 1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D.. D. C. 

1870 Mr. Robert Arthington, England. 1892 Mr. Osmiin Latrobe, Md. 

1874 Rev. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Mass. 1893 Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 

1875 Mr. Samuel K. Wilson, N. J. 189:{ Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. G. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 

1876 Rev. 9ishop H. M. Turner, D. D.,Ga. 1895 Mr. Robert B. Davidson, Pa. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 1896 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 18»6 Judge William K. Arnoux, N. Y. 

1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 1896 Mr. Jay Cooke, Pa. 

1882 Mr. Henry O. Marquand, N. Y. 1896 Rev. Julius C. Grammer, D. D , Md. 
1884 Rer. George D. Boardman, D. D., Pa. 1896 Rev. Bishop James A. Handy, Kan. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. 6. Andrews, D.D.,N.Y. 1896 Rev. Wilbur P. Paddock, D. D., Pa. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W. Blyden,LL. D.,Liberia. 1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1886 Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. G. 1896 Rev. Wallace Radcliffo, D. D.. D. C. 

1888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. D., Gt 1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1888 Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Pa. 1896 Rev. Henry Y. Satterlee, D. D., N. Y. 
1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass. 

The Rev. Dr. Sunderland, chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Board of Directors, reported that no action had yet 
been taken under the resolution adopted at the last Annual 
Meeting of the Society authorizing said committee "to incorpo- 
rate the American Colonization Society under the general in- 
corporation laws of the District of Columbia," etc. 

Adjourned. 
3 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 21, 1896. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue northwest, Washington, D. C. 

President Potter presided. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 15, 1895, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Reginald Fendall, Rev. George W^. Samson, D. D., and 
Mr. G. W. S. Hall were appointed a Committee on Credentials, 
and the committee reported the following- named Delegates ap- 
pointed for the year 1896 : 

Maryland Colanization Society. — Mr. 6. W. S. Hall, Rev. Julius 
C. Grammer, D. D., Mr. Edward T. Jones, and Mr. George 
Forbes. 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Mr. 
John Welsh Dulles, and Mr. Gilbert Emley. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Mr. Regi- 
nald Fendall, Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Dr. William W. 
Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond 
Wilson. 

Life Directors. — The Right Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D., of New 
York, and the Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., of New York. 

Whereupon, on motion — 

Resolvedy That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted, 
and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

On motion — 

Rev. G. W. Samson, D. D., and the Hon. Isaac T. Smith were 
received as a committee to represent the New York State Society 
and invited as visitors to take seats with the Board and partici- 
pate in its discussions ; and the Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D., 
of Atlanta, Georgia, being present, was also invited to sit w:ith 
the Board and participate in its discussions. 
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The Chair appointed the standing committees, as follows : 

Committee on Education and Foreign Rdaiuyns, — Dr. Godding, 
Mn Emley, and Mr. Forbes. 

Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Hall, Rev. Dr. Addi- 
Bon, and Mr. Wilson. 

OommiUee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies, — Rev. Dr. Sam- 
son, Mr. Dulles, and Rev. Dr. Sunderland. 

Commitiee on Emigratitm.—Mr. Burton, Rev. Dr. Grammer, and 
Rev. Dr. Huntington. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Burton were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Seventy-ninth Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit; also 
a ^tement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolvedy That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report just read, 
with accompanying? papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as 
relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion — 

The Board took a recess to give the members an opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization 
Society. 

The Board reconvened at 3 o'clock p. m. 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, chairman of the Committee to Nomi- 
nate an Executive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made 
the following report, which was adopted unanimously : 

The Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Mr. 
Reginald Fendall, Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., Dr. William 
W. Godding, Judge Charles C. Nott, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., 
and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Secretary, — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Trea^ivrer. — Mr. Reginald Fendall. 
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On motion — 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to organize a eomniiseion of 
citizens of New York to cooperate with the Society and to set forward its 
interests in that city and State. 

Resolved, That for this and kindred purposes the appointment of Mr. 
Henry T. Buell as general agent be continued for another year. 

Mr. Hall, chairman of the Standing Committee on Accounts 
and Finance, presented and read the following report, and it 
was, on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respect- 
fully re|:)ort that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts 
for the period from January 1 to December 31, 1895, and the 
vouchers for the disbursements, and find the same correct ; and 
that they have examined the evidences of property belonging to 
the Society for its own use and in trust, and find that they agree 
with the statement of the Treasurer. 

The Rev. Dr. Samson, chairman of the Committee on Auxili- 
ary Societies and Agencies, made the following report, which 
was adopted : 

Your Committee on Auxiliary Societies beg leave to report 
that in view of the proposition to secure a national charter, that 
until the advisability of such action be determined, and, if advis- 
able, be actually carried out; no special action disturbing the 
present relation of this Society and its auxiliaries is desirable. 

Your Committee recommend that should a national charter 
be deemed advisable that the charter be so drawn as to secure the 
fullest cooperation of the present and of any future Auxiliary 
Societies. 

Dr. Godding, chairman of the Committee on Education and 
Foreign Relations, made the following report, which was adopted: 

The foreign relations of Liberia, so far at least as they are 
known here, have been subject to no fresh disturbance during the 
past year. The claims of the French having been settled by the 
surrender to the stronger nation of the territory on the southern 
boundary up to the (-avalla river, there is peace. There is also 
peace at hist with the native tribes. 

The commerce, such as it is, is mostly in the hands of the 
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English and Germans, and America has as 3^et no part in her 
carrying trade. 

The coast line of Liberia is clearly defined, but her interior 
boundaries have hitherto been shadowy and liable to constant 
encroachments by the native savage tribes and the grasping 
European powers. Much of the hope of the future of Liberia 
lies in the development of her interior. To this end posts and 
settlements should be established and intelligent supervision ex- 
ercised over the immigrants. The settlement at Mount Coffee 
under the auspices of Professor Cook, of the New York Coloniza- 
tion Society, is at present a most promising field in this direction 
for the colonists, and our Society assures him of its hearty 
cooperation therein. 

In the matter of education it is important to commence at the 
foundation. Primary schools, with uniform text-books and capa- 
ble teachers, appear to be the great want of Liberia. The Re- 
public is fortunate in haWng in President Cheeseman a man 
apparently alive to her needs in this respect, and, thanks to the 
American Colonization Societv, uniform text-books are now fur- 
nished to all pupils who apply, at a much lower cost to them 
than they could be obtained in any other way. In Liberia as in 
America the strength of the Republic is in her common schools. 

In the education of the future in Liberia we look to see indus- 
trial training and intelligent agricultural methods. This is of 
vital importance to Liberia, and in this direction much may be 
hoped from the new departure at Mount Coffee under the watch- 
ful supervision of Professor Cook. 

Whoever looks upon the latest map of Africa, as shown in 
Bulletin No. 5, will see how small a portion Liberia is of that 
great southern continent. The ratio is not unlike that of Eng- 
land to Europe; yet it is not in territory, but in the intelligence 
and enterprise of its people, that England has made her greatness 
manifest. In this direction lies Liberia's opportunity in the 
future of Africa. 

Mr. Burton, chairman of the Committee on Emigration, made 
the following report : 

Soon after our last annual meeting a large expedition of colored persons, 
numbering over 200 emigrants, was organized under the auspices of the 
"International Migration Society'* of Birmingham, Alabama, to go to 
Liberia. The steamship Ili/rsa was chartered, but proved to be entirely 
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too small to ivccommoilate that nnmber of paBsengerg and supply them 
with the proper provisions after they landed. They arrived at Monrovia 
on Sunday, March 7, 1895. No one there had been informed of their 
coming until the steamer was seen coming into the port of Monrovia with 
the United States flag flying. The immigration agent of our Society im- 
mediately conferred with President Cheeseman and made arrangements 
for their being landed on Monday. Every available cargo boat was act 
to work. The government boarding master remained on shore &t the 
American Colonization Society's warehouse to receive them. When night 
came every soul and all the luggage were on shore. Some of the passen' 
gers were lodged at the Society's warehouse, while the main body were 
accommodated in commodious plank and brick buildings — dwelling- 
houses —and their baggage was properly stored. Each family was allotted 
by the government twenty-five acres of land, and to each single man 21 
years of age or woman 18 years of age a certificate for ten acres was given. 
The immigrants made several journeys to different parts of the country 
and chose their lands, some in JohnsonvlUe, some in Brewerville, and 
Some in Royeville townships, nearly an equal number going to each of 
these settlements. The colonists were conveyed at the government ex- 
pense. They were furnished with flour, bacon, cnwrkers, rice, butter, and 
other articles of food to the value of $600, which were distributed and sent 
with the colonists to their chosen settlements. A large amount was also 
donated by private individuals. During the rainy season they lived in 
the houses of the older settlers. Many of them have now built their own 
houses and are working their lands. Some have already planted potar 
toes and cassada, and a few have from two to four thousand coffee scions 
planted out. One of them has l^een elected road inspector and is town- 
ship constable at Johnsonvilie, while another is giving satisfaction as a 
teacher at Arthington. 

Your committee have referred to the history of this last ex^jedition, 
which was perhaps the best equipped of any that has ever be^n organized 
under the auspices of any association other than this Society and its aux- 
iliaries, as giving the most conclusive proof that the American Coloniza- 
tion iSociety wynipathizcs with the colored people who purpose to emigrate 
with their families to Liberia, and is glad to aid them to the fullest extent 
of its means and opportunities. 

" The International Migration Society," as we are informed, purposes to 
send another colony of emigrants to Liberia in February, and are adver- 
tising the fact extensively among the colored people. The experience 
which has been gained from the last expedition will be used to provide 
l)ctter a(!Comnio(lations for the passengers during the voyage and a more 
adequate provision for their maintenance and support in Liberia until a 
permanent settlement can \ye effected. 

As heretofore, the Society would encourage all honest efforts to aid 
emignition, and reassure those who purpose to make Liberia tlieir perma- 
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nent home of our sincere desire and purpose to minister to their comfort 
and happiness and promote in every way their hest interest as a people. 
With grateful thanksgiving to Almiglity God that he has continued tlie 
American CJolonization Society until it finds prejudice yielding to the 
patient and fiiithful efforts made by the noble philanthropists in our So- 
ciety who have passed from us to higher seats above, and finds a state organ- 
ized to receive those who desire to return to the land of their fathers and 
establish there civil and .religious liberty as fully as it is now^ existing in 
the United States, we feel that we can continue to appeal to the Congress 
of the United States and the Legislatures of the States to take measures by 
proper legal enactment to protect our colored ixjople from being deluded 
and defrauded by illusive schemes of emigration devised by unprincipled 
people out of the little property which they have saved, and that we can 
now more earnestly ni^ upon Congress and the President the propriety 
of encouraging commercial trade with Liberia and better postal communi- 
cation with the West Coast of Africa, so as to give our colored people 
better opportunities to visit the land of their fathers and make it their 
fHture permanent home, and as an ultimate end through their ministry to 
assist in dvilizing and christianizing the whole of the Dark Continent. 

On motion of Dr. Grammer, it was — 

Resolved^ That the Secretary of the American Colonization Society con- 
vey to the Liberian government the cordial thanks of this Society for 
their very generous assistance to the immigrants who arrived by the 
steamer Horsa, and to assure the Government that we hold in grate- 
ful appreciation the manifestation of their philanthropic interest in the 
objects of this Society by giving such friendly welcome to their shores to 
these volunteer emigrants to Liberia. 

Rdtolvedy That the rejKjrt of the Committee on Emigration be accepted 
and referred to the Executive Committee, with the request that if it be 
deemed expedient that they memorialize Congress in the name of this 
Society, in view of the increasing emigration to Liberia, to establish 
direct postal communication and greater commercial facilities between 
our country and the Republic of Liberia. 

On motion of Mr. Fendall, it was — 

Resolved, That the question of applying to the Congress of the United 
States for a charter for this Society be, and the same is hereby, referred 
to the President and the Executive Committee, to report at a future meet- 
ing of the Society. 

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on Education and Foreign 
Relations, appointed at the last annual meeting, made a verbal 
statement of his investigations relative to the recent cession of 



CONSTITUTION 

or THE 



American ColonizatiOx\ Society. 



Oraan^zed Januarv L, 1817. 



Incorporated Match 22, 1837. 



ARTia.E 1. This Society shall be called The American Colonization 
Society. 

Article 2. The objects of this Society shall bo to aid the Colonization 
of Africa by vokmtary colored emigrants from the United States, and to 
promote there the extension of Christianity and civilization. 

Article 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the funds of the Society the sum of one dollar shall be a member of the 
Society for one year from the time of sncli payment. Any citizen who shall 
have paid the sum of thirty dollars sliall be a meml)er'for life; and any 
citizen i>aying the sum of one thousand dollars shall be a director for life. 
Foreignei's may be made members by a vote of the Society or of the 
Directors. 

Article 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washington on the third 
Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places aa it sliall dire<rt. 
At the annual meeting a^resident and Vice-Presidents shall be chosen, 
who shall perform the duties appropriate to those officers. 

Article 5. There shall be a Board of Directors composed of the Directors 
for life and of Delegates from the several Auxiliarv Societies. Each of 
such Societies shall be entitled to one Delegate and an additional Delegate? 
for every two hundred dollars i^aiu into the treasury of thL«^ Society within 
the year ending on the 31st of December: Provided, That no Auxiliary 
shall be entitled to more than four Delegates in any one year. 

Article 6. The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a 
Treasurer and an Executive Committee of seven persons ; all of whom shaU. 
€x-q(ficiOf he members of the Board. The President of the Society Bhall 
also be a Director, ex-ofiiciOj and President of the Board ; but in his absence 
at any meeting a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 

Article 7. The Board of Directors shall meet in Washington, at twelve 
o'clock M., on the third Tuesday of January in each year, and at such other 
times and places as it shall appoint, or at the request of the Executive 
Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Societies com- 
municated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven directors shall form a 
quonim for the transaction of business. 

Article 8. The Executive Committee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of the Secretary. This Committ^ shall have 
discretionary power to transact the businei^s of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations as are found in its charter, in its Constitution, and intlie 
votes that have been pa,*?scd, or may hereafter be passed, by the Board of 
Directors. The Secretary and Treasurer shall be memlxjrs of the Com- 
mittee, ex-officio^ with the right to deliberate, but not to vote. The Com- 
mittee is authorized to fill all vacancies in its own body, to appoint a 
Secretary or Treasurer, whenever such oflices ai*e vacant, and to appoint 
and direct such Ag(^ntsa« may be necessary for the service of the Society. 
At every annual meeting the Committee shall report their doings to the 
Society and to the Board of Directors. 

Articlk 0. This ('on^^titution may Ix' amended upon a proposition to 
that etteet, made and ai)])roved at any meeting of the Board of Directors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary vSocieties represented in the Board of 
Direetorj5, transmitted to the Secret^ary and published in the official paper 
of the Society tliree months before the annual meeting j provided Budi 
aiiieiKhneiit receive the sanction of two-thirds of the Boani at its next 
annual meeting. 
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President : 
Right Rev. HENRY C. POTTER, D. D. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Chairman. 
Mr. Reginald Fendall. Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D. 
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THE EIGHTIETH ANNUAL REPORT. 



NECROLOGY. 

During the past year death has taken from this Society two 
of its distinguished and most devoted and active members. 

The Rev. Thomas G. Addison, D. D., rector of Trinity Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church of Washington, District of Columbia, died 
April 3, 1896, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. 

He was elected a member of the Executive Committee of this 
Society in 1878, and filled that office until his death. As a man, 
he had positive and earnest convictions and the courage to speak 
and act in accordance therewith ; as a devout Christian minister, 
his teachings and life were in close harmony ; as a member of 
this Society and one of its important executive officers, he was 
ever at his post of duty, and most zealously and faithfully served 
the cause in which he had enli^ed. 

On the occasion of his death his surviving colleagues on the 
Executive Committee of this Society and the Pennsylvania 
Auxiliary Colonization Society unanimously adopted and placed 
upon their records resolutions expressing their high apprecia- 
tion of the services of their late colaborer, their deep sense of 
official loss, and most sincere personal sorrow. 

The Rev. George VVhitefield Samson, D. D., died in New York 
city, August 8, 1896, in the seventj'-seventh year of his age. 

He was born in Harvard, Massachusetts, September 29, 1819; 
he entered Brown University in 1835 and was graduated there- 
from in 1839; he was pastor of a Baptist church at Jamaica 
Plain, Massachusetts, of the E Street Baptist church and the 
First Baptist church, Washington, District of Columbia, and of 
the Mount Morris Baptist church, Harlem, New York, making 
a total pastorate of sixteen years ; and he was president of the 

(3) 
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Columbian College, District of Columbia, from 1869 to 1870, 
during which time medical and law departments were added to 
that institution, and subsequently he was president of Rutgers 
Female College, New York city. 

He traveled in Europe, Palestine, and Egypt, and wrote ex- 
tensively for publication, his best-known work being a book on 
the ** Elements of Art Criticism," designed for and in its time 
extensively used by higher schools and colleges. 

He was a delegate from the District of Columbia Colonization 
Society to the American Colonization Society in 18o6, and at the 
meeting held January 17 of that year was elected a member of 
the Executive Committee, in which capacity he served until 
October 9, 1871, when he resigned on account of his removal 
from the city. In 1873, by the donation of a friend, he was 
made a life director in the Society. He thus held important 
offices in this Society for the greater part of a period of forty 
years. In 1874 he delivered the annual address before the 
Society, taking as his subject " Correlate Duties of the People of 
the United States to the Descendants of Colored People desiring 
to be Colonists in Africa," and in 1881 he delivered another an- 
nual address, his subject being " The United States Government, 
the Founder and Necessary Patron of the Liberian Republic." 
During the long period of his service in this Society he was one 
of its most zealous, vigilant, and.active members, seldom, if ever, 
absent from a meeting to which his official duties called him. 

He was a man of marked ability, with a wide range of scholar- 
ship, and a pronounced optimist, who saw good and hope in 
everything; he planned and worked with a zeal that never 
flagged and an industry that never tired. Many of his labors 
were crowned with eminent success, and now that he has fin- 
ished his life-work the epitaph universally accorded to him by 
all who knew him best is " Well done." 

Joseph James Cheeseman, President of Liberia, died in Mon- 
rovia from an attack of epilepsy, at 10.30 o'clock p. m., Novem- 
ber 12, 1896, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 

He was born in Edina, Grand Bassa county, Liberia, March 7, 
1843, of parents sent out by this Society as colonists from the 
United States, and he acquired all his education in the schools 
and college of Liberia. He was altogther a Liberian product, 
and during his lifetime was never out of Africa. 
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As a young man he enoraged in mercantile business, in which 
he acquired a competence for himself, and his high character, 
intelligence, and energy gave him a prominent place among the 
merchants of the West Coast of Africa. During his earlier career 
he filled with great credit to himself and usefulness to his country 
many subordinate civil and military positions. 

In 1868 he was ordained pastor of a Baptist church, and he 
officiated regularly in the pulpit until he became President of 
Liberia and occasionally while holding that office. He was 
elected President of Liberia and inaugurated in 1892, the presi- 
dential term of office being two years ; was reelected for a second 
term commencing in 1894, and for a third term commencing in 
1896. 

President Cheeseman's administration was signalized by the 
purchase of two gunboats, with which he was enabled to police 
the coast, to prevent the frequent violation of revenue laws, 
from which the government treasury had suffered for a long time, 
to secure peace, such as had never been known before, with the 
coast tribes of Since and Cape Palmas, who had been in a state 
of chronic rebellion for many years, and to facilitate the trans- 
portation of the mails between isolated coast settlements ; by 
supplying the country with much needed governmental subsid- 
iary coins of silver and copper ; by his earnest efforts to bring 
the aboriginal peoples of Liberia into more sympathetic and 
closer relations with those of colonial origin and into a more full 
participation in the government, to stimulate all to more active 
and intelligent industrial enterprises, and with these ends in view 
to build up and foster a better system of public schools. 

He believed in the future development and progress of his 
race, and his life and character were a most creditable contribu- 
tion to that end. Liberia and the Negro race may well honor 
the man and follow his example. 

The Vice-President of the Republic, the Hon. William David 
Coleman, in the presence of the cabinet and other officers of the 
government, was inaugurated President at 12 o'clock m. on the 
day following the death of President Cheeseman, the 13th of 
November, to fill out the remainder of the term ending with 
1897. 
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EMIGRATION. 

The Society has made no expenditare on account of trans- 
portation of emigrants to Liberia daring the year, but neverthe- 
less this year's emigration was larger than it was in any other 
year for more than a quarter of a century. Of the hundreds of 
thousands of X^roes in the United States in a condition of ab- 
ject poverty, in the employment of or wholly dependent upon 
others, living from hand to mouth, and anxious to emigrate to 
Liberia or any other country, it may safely be stated in general 
that neither themselves nor the country to which they might go 
would gain anything by the change. Especially is it true that 
in Liberia, a country, however bountifully endowed by nature, 
where the conditions are still primitive, the emigrant not suffi- 
ciently intelligent, courageous, and industrious to rely upon 
himself and by the sweat of his face to wrest his living and for- 
tune from the soil had better remain where he can have the 
menial and subordinate employments and assistance found only 
in countries having the older and more advanced civilization 
which produces them, and the fact that he has in this country 
acquired the means to pay his own expenses in emigrating and 
establishing himself in Liberia is the best evidence that he pos- 
sesses these essential qualifications. 

Reliable information has been received that not less than 325 
Negroes have emigrated from the United States to Liberia during 
the year, who went out of their own accord and received no pe- 
cuniary assistance from this Society or otherwise. Under the old 
system of colonization at the expense of this Society, it would 
have cost from $40,000 'to $50,000 to have given these 325 per- 
sons free transportation to Liberia and support there for six 
months after their arrival. 

Many of these emigrants are reported as pleased with their 
new homes and doing well. A few have returned to the United 
States and demonstrated their unfitness for the self-reliant, in- 
telligent, and industrious life required of a pioneer in a new 
country. The number of those who have put their hand to the 
plow and looked back, however, has not been larger than accom- 
panied the entire experience of the colonization of Liberia when 
this Society was accustomed to give colonists a free passage out 
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and furnish them with provisions for six months after their 
arrival. 

A few have returned with the tales of privation, hardship, and 
sickness familiar from the time of the first settlement of Liberia, 
the only difference between then and now consisting in the fact 
that at the present time the Argus-eyed Associated Press, with 
its Briarean hands, catches the returning emigrant immediately 
upon his landing here, and forthwith scatters his wondrous and 
woeful tales throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
These exaggerated, and to some extent false, reports serve their 
authors in successfully appealing to the charitable for assistance, 
which is usually the first business in which the returned Liberian 
emigrant engages on his arrival in this country. 

These things have so often been the subject of explanations by 
this Society that it may seem to be an idle task to repeat them, 
but an erroneous conclusion may be reached by many a casual 
reader of these reports who does not stop to reflect that Liberia 
is still a country with primitive conditions, and settlement in 
all such countries holds out the cross before the crown. 

Speaking of the early settlement of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
Palfrey, in his " History of New England," says : 

*' The labor of preparing habitations had scarcely begun when 
sickness set in, the consequence of exposure and bad food. 
Within four months it carried off nearly half the company. Of 
the one hundred and two who had arrived, six died in Decem- 
ber, eight in January, seventeen in February, and thirteen in 
March. At one time there were only six or seven who had 
strength enough left to nurse the dying and bury the dead. 
The sick lay crowded in the unwholesome vessel or in half-built 
cabins heaped around with snowdrifts. The dead were interred 
in a bluff by the water side, the marks of burial being carefully 
effaced, lest the natives should discover how safe would be an 
attack ; but through all this sorrow the lesson rehearsed at Le}'^- 
den was not forgotten, that * all great and honorable actions are 
accompanied with great difficulties, and must be both enter- 
prised and overcome with answerable courages.' '' * * * 

"The Mayflower returned to England, sailing April 5, 1621. 
About that time Carver, one of the colonists who had been chosen 
governor, died, and was greatly lamented. His wife followed 
him in a few weeks. Bradford was put in Carver's place. Isaac 
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Allerton was chosen to be his assistant. Forty-six of the May- 
flower passengers were now dead, including twenty-eight of the 
forty-eight adult men. Before the next arrival of immigrants 
in the autumn, fifty-one, just half of the first passengers, were 
dead.'' * * * 

In 1630 a number of vessels arrived, bringing a thousand pas- 
sengers ; but, says Mr. Palfrey, '* The reception of the newcomers 
was discouraging. More than a quarter part of their predeces- 
sors at Salem had died during the previous winter, and many of 
the survivors were ill or feeble. The faithful Higginson was 
wasting with a hectic fever, which soon proved fatal. There was 
a scarcity of all sorts of provisions, and not corn enough for a 
fortnight's supply after the arrival of the fleet. The remainder 
of a hundred and eighty servants, who, in the two preceding 
years had been conveyed over at a heavy cost, were discharged 
from their indentures to escape the expense of their maintenance. 
Sickness soon began to spread, and before the close of autumn 
had carried off two hundred of that year's emigration." 

" With the wretched shelter which was all that the most re- 
cent emigrants had been able to provide, the winter, from the 
last week in December, when the cold set in, to the middle of 
February, proved grievously severe. Many died of the scurvy, 
which disease Winthrop thought especially affected such as fell 
into discontent and hankered after their former condition in 
England. Suff<ering from want of food was added to the dis- 
tresses of the time." 

In an address delivered before this Society at the annual 
meeting in 1834, touching this subject, the Hon. Theodore Fre- 
linghuysen said : 

"As one illustration, I have collated the prominent incidents 
connected with the colony planted at Jamestown, Virginia, in 
May, 1607. It then consisted of one hundred persons, which 
number before September of that year was reduced to fifty, and 
soon after to thirty-eight, when a reinforcement of one hundred 
and twenty arrived. In 1609 a further addition of one hun- 
dred and fifty persons was made, and the colony then amounted 
to five hundred souls; but by imprudence, extravagance, and 
dissipation they were reduced in six months to sixty persons. 
In 1611 the colony had increased to two hundred; in 1622 it 
had become still more populous, when it was attacked by the 
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Indians, and three hundred and forty-seven men, women, and 
children were destroyed. The company which had been char- 
tered was dissolved and the colony taken into the hands of the 
King and enjoyed the care and protection of the Crown. The 
venerable historian of those times (Chief Justice Marshall) 
gives the conclusion of the matter as it stood in 1624 : *About 
£150,000 sterling had been expended in planting the colony 
and more than 9,000 persons had been sent from Europe to 
people it, and yet at the end of seventeen years the population 
was reduced to 1,800 persons.' " 

We take leave of this topic with the statement that the going 
out to Liberia of all those emigrants who have shown their 
backs to the little Republic and returned to the United States, 
whether paying their own expenses or receiving charitable as- 
sistance from others, was a palpable mistake, and their early 
leave-taking was for the good of Liberia. 

The project of forming a new settlement of emigrants on the 
higher lands between the falls at the head of navigation on the 
St. Paul river and Mount Cofiee has made some progress under 
the direction of Professor Cook. He reports that the farm at 
Mount Coffee, which it is proposed to make a model for the in- 
struction of new settlers in that region, is being cleared up and 
cultivated and about 10,000 coffee trees are now growing, as well 
as a variety of other crops and fruit trees. 

The Liberian government at the last session of its legislature 
made a grant to the Society of the lands to the depth of one- 
half mile on each side of the wagon road proposed to be con- 
structed between White Plains, located at the Falls of the St. 
Paul river, and Mount Coffee, a distance of about 10 miles, for 
colonization and other purposes. 

People in other parts of Liberia are watching this enterprise 
with much interest and are anxious to avail themselves of all its 
practical and successful features. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

A successful effort has been made to interest the younger and 
better educated generation of Negroes of the United States in 
the welfare of Liberia and the exceptional opportunities it now 
offers to their race, if they have any aspirations for an inde- 
pendent and prosperous government in any part of the great 
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continent of Africa, which now is passing rapidly into the hands 
of the white races, much of it evidently to remain under their 
control for a long time to come. To one familiar with the 
changes that the map has already undergone and which are still 
progressing, it is clearly evident that Liberia furnishes the last 
chance and hope of accomplishing so desirable an object. 

It is to this class of Negroes that we must look for any substan- 
tial strengthening of Liberia by immigration from this country, 
and therefore we heartily welcome the inquiries for information 
received from students who have recently graduated from or 
who are still pursuing their studies in higher industrial and 
technical schools. 

Of late intelligent inquiries for information about Liberia^ 
accompanied by earnest expressions of a desire to make that 
country their field of practical professional work, have come 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and other schools 
of like character. Under the pressure of the fierce competition 
and struggle for place in this country, it is quite certain that the 
increasing number of young Negroes educated in such schools 
will more and more turn their attention to Liberia, where their 
services are greatly needed and where they will not be driven 
to the wall by unequal competition with the white race. 

Bulletins Nos. 8 and 9, the former containing an up-to-date 
map of Africa, have been issued and distributed in response to 
calls for information. An effort has been made to present in 
these publications not only the latest information concerning 
Liberia, but also to include the most interesting and recent news 
and discussions relating to the whole continent of Africa and the 
Negro race. The future of Liberia is so bound up with that of 
the latter that no intelligent and comprehensive discussion of 
her interests can ignore this environment. 

A large number of copies of Professor 0. F. Cook's excellent 
" Third Report " to the New York Society, furnished through 
the courtesy of that Society, have also been distributed, and all 
letters of inquiry about Liberia, daily received, are promptly 
answered with the best information obtainable. 

Our extensive exchange list brings to us the best foreign and 
domestic publications relating to all movements in Africa — politi- 
cal, commercial, and missionary — and the progress of the Negro 
race here and elsewhere. 
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COMMERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND AFRICA. 

Modern commerce not only opens roads for the advance of 
Christianity and civilization, but, taken as a whole, is a great 
civilizer itself. It owns the steam-engines and the electric bat- 
teries of the nineteenth century, builds the steamboats and the 
railroads, and stretches the telegraphic wires and cables to the 
most remote regions of the globe, thus bringing the entire human 
family into fraternal business and social relations. When the 
day's work is done, we now take up our evening newspapers and 
read a reliable account of the important events that have taken 
place during the day in all parts of the world. 

One reason for the slow progress of Liberia, settled by colonists 
from the United States, has been the very slight intercourse be- 
tween the two countries, commercial and otherwise. In fact, it 
is of comparatively recent date that the commerce of this country 
with the whole of Africa was hardly worthy of notice by the 
statistician. 

It is therefore highly encouraging to the friends of Liberia to 
notice in the ** Monthly Summary of Finance and Commerce of 
the United States," September, 1896, prepared by the Bureau of 
Statistics, Treasury Department, the following significant statis- 
tics of our trade with Africa for the first nine months of the year 
1896 compared with the same period for 1895 : 

Ejcportsfrom the United SUUes to Africa, January to September, Inclusive. 



Agricultural implements 

Wheat 

Flour 

Carriages and cars 

Cotton cloth 

Miscellaneous machinery 

Mineral and cotton-seed oil 

Meat« — canned, fresh, salted, etc 
Lamber 



1895. 



$257,112 
111,033 
44,474 
98,436 
345,798 
a30,372 
694,729 
141,880 
822,963 



1896. 



$348,655 

1,556,662 
729,731 
262,432 
697,902 

1,056,878 
922,932 
333,306 

1,110,997 



Increase. 



$91,543 
1,445,629 
685,257 
163,996 
352,104 
226,506 
228,203 
191,426 
288,034 



There was also a marked increase in the quantity of other ex- 
ports — bicycles, fruits and nuts, builders' hardware and tools, 
sewing machines, leather, spirits of turpentine, seeds, tobacco. 
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books, etc. — and the imports from Africa showed a correspond- 
ing increase. 

Liberia's commerce is, of course, a small affair as yet, but it is to 
be regretted that it is almost entirely in the hands of the English 
and Germans, whose steamships on the west coast of Africa touch 
frequently and regularly at Liberian ports, and some of whose 
enterprising merchants are located in the more prominent sea- 
port towns of the little Republic. 

American goods are preferred by the Liberians, and are now 
used to a considerable extent, but they are purchased second- 
hand in Liverpool and Hamburg instead of New York and Balti- 
more. 

EDUCATION. 

Our agent in Liberia, Mr. Julius C. Stevens, has devoted his 
services largely to the improvement of the common schools. 

President Cheeseman appointed him Commissioner of Educa- 
tion for a part of Montserrado county, a position which gave 
him official standing and authority in his work. 

He reports that the expense of purchasing and maintaining 
two gunboats and bringing the coast tribes of natives into sub- 
jection to the authority of the government has interfered with 
the prompt payment of teachers for their services, and in this 
way, to some extent, impaired that efficiency and usefulness of 
the schools which otherwise might have been realized. 

The Executive Committee of this Society, through Mr. Stevens, 
offered to pay a salary of not exceeding $200 a year for a teacher 
whenever and wherever the citizens of Liberia would establish 
a new school, build a school-house, furnish it, and provide for 
its incidental expenses, the schools to be under the supervision 
of our agent in Liberia, and to make regular reports of their con- 
dition, attendance, and progress to this Society as vouchers for 
the payment of the money. 

Under this arrangement a greatly needed new school was es- 
tablished at Greenville, Sinoe county, and opened on the 1st 
day of May last. It was named the Graham school, in honor 
of the donor of the fund from the income of which is paid the 
salary of the teacher. A satisfactory report of the first quarter, 
ended the 31st day of July last, has been received from Mr. 
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Stevens, and the money to pay the salary of the teacher has been 
forwarded. 

He also reports that the citizens of Royesville and Brewerville, 
in Montserrado county, have selected and secured the land suit- 
able for sites, commenced the work of building school-houses, 
and expect to complete them and be ready to comply with the 
terms of our offer early in the present year. 

From these statements it appears that the policy of this Society 
to use its limited educational funds in such a way as to stimu- 
late the Liberians to greater activity in their own behalf is meet- 
ing with their approval and cooperation. 

The Hall school at ('ape Palmas, in Maryland county, has 
continued in successful operation. The reports of the teacher, 
Mr. Samuel J. Dossen at present, are received regularly by this 
Society, and show an aggregate annual attendance of about 75 
pupils and an average number on the roll of about 50 pupils, 
among whom are included a considerable number of youths 
belonging to the native tribes. 

At its last session the legislature of Liberia granted to this 
Society 1,000 acres of land contiguous to the 200 acres which 
it already held at Beulah, making a total of 1,200 acres now held 
in trust for All Saints' Hall school. Prof. 0. P. Cook visited 
the place at the request of this Society and made a most favor- 
able report on its eligibility for an industrial institution in which 
horticulture and agriculture should receive prominent attention. 

The Executive Committee, however, do not consider the fund 
held in trust for the benefit of this school large enough at present 
to justify them in undertaking to prepare the necessary build- 
ings and commence such a school as they contemplate and hope 
to see established eventually in this place. 

The scholarship supported in Gammon Theological Seminary 
by the " Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D., fund " was given to John 
D. Whitaker, A. B., reported to be one of the brightest and most 
promising students in that institution, with the understanding 
that when his studies are completed his services are to be de- 
voted to his race in Africa, and, if practicable, in Liberia. 

The supplying of school text-books and appliances for the 
schools of Liberia at the wholesale cost prices in this country is 
still continued through our agent, Mr. Stevens. 
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CONCLUSION. 

When our civil war ended and the Negro slave was set free, and 
his rights as a full citizen guaranteed by constitutional amend- 
ments, it was expected by his ardent friends that he would 
speedily take his place abreast of the white man at the close of 
this century. A generation has passed and that expectation has 
not been realized. There has been progress, but such as clearly 
to demonstrate that the development of a race is a gradual growth 
of centuries rather than the political event of a year. 

The philanthropic founders of this Society thought that to set 
a Negro free, place him on the coast of Africa, from whence he 
originally came, protect him from outside interference, and fur- 
nish him a little advice and assistance were to make a nineteenth 
century Anglo-Saxon of him. The expectations of these men 
were not founded upon the historical experiences of other races 
and nations, and hence there has been disappointment at the 
slow progress of Liberia. 

The first little settlement of Liberia was made on the West 
Coast of Africa, near the mouth of the Montserrado river, in the 
midst of hostile tribes of natives, April 25, 1822. 

With only such protection and assistance as this Society, with- 
out any governmental standing and authority, could render, the 
little colony for twenty-five years had a hard struggle to over- 
come a hostile African coast climate and still more hostile neigh- 
boring savages, whose chief source of gain, the slave trade, was 
being broken up by these newcomers. 

For reasons not necessary to be recited here, it became neces- 
sary for the colony to have a recognized standing among the 
nations of the world, and accordingly Liberia, on the 26th day 
of July, 1847, published a declaration of independence and 
adopted a constitution for a republican form of government. 
The first half century of her existence as an independent nation 
will be completed on the 26th day of July next, and while there 
is much in the history of that period that is disappointing, there 
is also much that deserves high appreciation and inspires hope 
and confidence in the future. 

Tiiberia has maintained her form of government, through all 
the vicissitudes to which it has been subjected, without revolu- 
tion or violence. One administration has succeeded another in 
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the legal and orderly way prescribed by her constitution and 
laws, and when vacancies in the important offices of the execu- 
tive, legislative, and judicial departments of the government have 
occurred, men of a good degree of ability and fitness have always 
been found to fill them. 

^ In the earlier history of the country trafiic with the native 
tribes of the hinterlands was almost the only occupation from 
which the people derived money, but in recent years coffee-rais- 
ing has been taking its place — an industry requiring but little 
capital or machinery, and in which the great body of her citizens 
can profitably engage. 

Mr. Heard, the United States consul general at Monrovia, 
under date of September 25, 1896, reported to the State Depart- 
ment as follows : 

** The producing and exporting of Liberian coffee is becoming 
a subject of great concern to the farmers of this Republic. The 
phenomenal increase in its production is worthy of considera- 
tion. The coffee exported during the fiscal year 1886 amounted 
to 600,000 pounds, while the exports for the year ended June 
30, 1896, amounted to 3,000,000 pounds. Farmers, merchants, 
and people generally have turned their attention to cofiee-grow- 
ing. While no American ships touch at any Liberian port, yet 
more than one- fifteenth of the coffee produced is shipped to the 
United States via Liverpool. Coffee is the largest export, yet 
palm oil, palm kernels, piassava, and rubber are shipped in great 
quantities. If ships from the United States touched at Monrovia, 
Bassa, and Cape Palmas, half of the imports would be American, 
and in turn the exports would go to the United States. The 
people, save the few Europeans residing here, prefer American 
produce. The reason for this preference is that the people are 
immigrants from the United States and in habits and life are 
American. A direct line of steamers from New York or Boston, 
touching at this port once in two months, would be a paying 
enterprise." 

The attention which scientists of this and other countries have 
been giving to Liberia during the last few years promises to be 
of great benefit in making the unutilized wealth and oppor- 
tunities of the country better known. Between the years 1880 
and 1887 Professor J. Biittikofer, a well-known scientist of Ley- 
den, spent some three years in Liberia investigating its geography 
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and natural history and the ethnography of its aboriginal races. 
His report, published in German, in two large volumes, contains 
a most comprehensive, accurate, and interesting account of the 
flora and fauna of the country and the social life and character 
of the people, and it is much to be regretted that an English re- 
publication has not appeared in this country. 

Since 1891 Professor 0. F. Cook, an American scientist, with 
two assistants, has spent much of his time in Liberia, and has 
made three valuable reports to the New York Colonization 
Society, under whose auspices he went out. These reports have 
been published. Very recently the Smithsonian Institution has 
sent out with Professor Cook Mr. liolla P. Currie, a young Ameri- 
can scientist, who is to obtain natural history and ethnological 
objects for the National Museum and also to pay attention to 
protective mimicry, especially among insects. 

Outside of Liberia, especially in South Africa, many American 
mining engineers and scientists are now to be found. Dr. Becker, . 
of the United States Geological Survey, has recently returned 
from an extensive study of the gold resources of South Africa, 
and reports that '• the Transvaal Republic contains the largest 
gold deposits in the world. Within fifteen miles of Johannes- 
burg there is an amount of gold, practically in sight, estimated 
to be worth $3,500,000,000, or nearly as much as the entire volume 
of gold coin now in the world. The gold is extraordinarily uni- 
form, as uniform as coal in an ordinary deposit, as shown by 
shafts which have been sunk to a depth of 1,800 feet, and dia- 
mond drillings which have gone still further. At present the 
gold is being taken out at the rate of $100,000,000 a year." 

It is fortunate for Liberia that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States has always taken so deep an interest in her 
welfare and has been so liberal in the men and money she has 
furnished for religious and educational work in that country. 
The receni appointment of one of her most able and vigorous 
men, the Rev. Joseph C. Hartzell, D. D., bishop of Africa prom- 
ises still better things for Liberia from this source. His well- 
known services in similar work for the Negro in the United States 
is a guarantee of like success in Africa. He is now on his way 
to Liberia, and has expressed a desire to cooperate with this 
Society in promoting the best interests of that country. He 
proposes, among other practical schemes, to establish a general 
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hospital in Monrovia, and through it to bring about better pro- 
fessional attention to the needs of the sick and a more intelligent 
observance of the laws of health in that tropical climate. 

An unprejudiced examination of all the facts will furnish no 
reason for despairing of Liberia's future. In no part of the world 
has the Negro during the same time done better, if so well. The 
Negroes of Liberia, taken as a whole, are today more competent 
for independent self-government than those of any other part of 
tlie world, and their social and material condition more favor- 
able than generally found elsewhere. 

When Professor Cook first visited that country he was wholly 
unfamiliar with the character and condition of the great body of 
the Negroes in the United States and his views of the Liberians 
were somewhat pessimistic. A longer sojourn with them has 
modified his first partial impressions, and while in this country 
last summer he made an extensive tour through the Southern 
States for the express purpose of studying the character and con- 
dition of the Negroes in our Southern States, and has published 
the following comparative statement: 

** There are so many cases of success among the emigrants 
who have combined energy with intelligence as to make it abso- 
lutely sure that men of that kind can go to Liberia with a rea- 
sonable hope of bettering their condition. The condition of the 
Liberian population as a whole is probably far superior to that 
of any Negro community of equal size in the United States, not- 
withstanding the example and impetus which the Negro is sup- 
posed to gain from white contact. As an instance, I found that 
in a Southern community of this country about 2,000 people, of 
whom about one-third were white, there was only one Negro 
who would compare in material prosperity with the first 200 of 
any section of country occupied by 2,000 Liberians, and this 
man was said not to have prospered honestly. From this it 
might be inferred that the chances of success in Liberia are 
about 200 to 1 as compared with the United States. This is, 
however, misleading, for the men who have succeeded in Liberia 
have, as a rule, possessed more than the average intelligence and 
perseverance, though it may with propriety be maintained that 
they would never have displayed these qualities to any such 
degree had they remained in the United States. This is in line 
with another fact that has often struck me very forcibly, that there 
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are in the United States many Negroes leading an uncomfort- 
able, hand-to-mouth existence who are evidently the superiors 
of men who occupy almost infinitely preferable stations in 
Liberia. I have no doubt that the difference is largely due to 
the fact that life in Liberia is, notwithstanding its numerous 
difficultias, far better calculated to call forth manly qualities 
and encourage sustained effort than any conditions to be found 
by the Negro in the United States. I have often said and still 
firmly believe that if I were a Negro I would make my home in 
Liberia. I feel certain about this, not so much because of the 
better opportunities of material prosperity, but because, after a 
wide acquaintance with Liberians and a vivid realization of their 
many deficiencies, I find them far more respectable altogether 
than Negroes I have met in the United States, with the rarest 
exceptions." 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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EIGHTIETH ANNUAL REPORT OF 



MINUTES OP THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 19^ 1897. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society was 
held today, at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

The Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 21, 1896, 
were presented and approved. 

On motion of Pay Director Alexander W. Russell, the Secre- 
tary was instructed to cast the ballot of the Society for the fol- 
lowing officers to serve for the ensuing year, and the Secretary 
accordingly cast the ballot : 

PRESIDENT: 
1892 RioHT Rkv. henry C. POTTER, D. D., Nkw York. 



VICE-PRESIDENTS : 



1851 Rey. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 
1866 Hod. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 
1867 'Mr. Samuel A. Crozer, Pa. 
1870 Mr. Robert Arthington, England. 

1874 Rev. BiHhop R. S. Foster, D. D.,Ma88. 

1875 Mr. Samuel K. Wilson, N. J. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1876 Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D.,Ga. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 

1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 

1882 Mr. Henry G. Marquand, N. Y. 

1884 Rev. George D. Board man, D. D., Pa. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D., N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W. BIyden.LL. D.,Liberia. 
1886 Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 
1888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. D., Pa. 
1888 Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Pa. 
1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass. 



1892 Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 
1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N.Y. 

1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. C. 
1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 

1895 Mr. Robert B. Davidson, Pa. 

1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnouz, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Julius C. Grammer, D. D., Md. 
1896 Rev. Bishop J. A. Handy, D. D., Kan. 
1896 Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Pa. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace Radclitfe, D. D., D.G. 
1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1896 Rt. Rev. Henry Y.8atterlee,D.D.,D C. 

1897 Rev. Bishop J. K. Hurst, D. D., D. C. 
1897 Mr. John Welsh Dalles, Pa. 



Adjourned. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 19, 1897. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today, at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

In the absence of the Right Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D., presi- 
dent, Mr. Arthur M. Burton, vice-president, called the meeting 
to order, and on his nomination the Rev. Byron Sunderland, 
D. D., was elected chairman. 

Prayer was oflfered by the Rev. Dr. Sunderland. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 21, 1896, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Reginald Fendall, Dr. William W. Godding, and Mr. 
Gilbert Emley were appointed a Committee on Credentials, and 
the committee reported the following-named Delegates appointed 
for the year 1897 : 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society, — Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Mr. 
John Welsh Dulles, Mr. Gilbert Emley, and Pay Director Alex- 
ander W. Russell, U. S. N. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Mr. Regi- 
nald Fendall, Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, 
D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Burton — 

Resolved^ That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

On motion of Mr. Fendall — 

The Hon. Isaac T. Smith was received to represent the New 
York State Society and invited as a visitor to take a seat with 
the Board and participate in its discussions. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees, as follows: 

Committee on Education and Foreign Relations. — Rev. Dr. Hunt- 
ington, Mr. Dulles, and Mr. Wilson. 
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Committee on Accounts and Finance, — Pay Director Russell, Mr. 
Wilson, and Dr. Godding. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies, — Mr. Dulles, Mr. 
Fendall, and Mr. Emley. 

Committee on Etnigration.^Mr, Burton, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. 
Emley. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That a committee be apiwinted to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Burton, Pay Director Russell, and Mr. Emley were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eightieth Annual Report 
of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and disburse- 
ments for the past year, with the certificates of audit; also a 
statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report, just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as 
relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion — 

The Board took a recess to give the members an opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization 
Society. 

The Board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Burton, Chairman of the Committee to Nominate an Exec- 
utive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following 
report, which was adopted unanimously : 

TTie Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Mr. 
Reginald Fendall, Dr. William W. Godding, Judge Charles C. 
Nott, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, and 
Rev. Bishop John F. Hurst, D. D. 

Sea^etary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurei\ — Mr. Reginald Fendall. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That the appointment of Mr. Henry T. Buell as general agent 
of this Society be continued for another year upon the present terms. 
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Pay Director Russell, chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Accounts and Finance, presented and read the following report, 
and it was, on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectively report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
January 1 to December 31, 1896, and the vouchers for the disbursements, 
and find the same correct ; and that they have examined the evidences 
of property belonging to the Society for its own use and in trust, and find 
that they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

Mr. Dulles, chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

Your Committee on Auxiliary Societies suggest that the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Committee endeavor to ascertain the views of the Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, particularly on the subjects of education and emigration, and that 
the Executive Committee endeavor to formulate some plan by which 
all friends of Liberia can by more united efforts further the good of the 
young N^ro republic. 

Rev. Dr. Huntington, chairman of the Committee on Educa- 
tion and Foreign Relations, made the following report, which 
was adopted : 

The importance which we as Americans attach to the education of all 
classes of our people and the great efforts which we are constantly making 
for the accomplishment of this object constitute the only argument 
which this committee need to use for urging this Society to employ all 
practicable means for the promotion of education in the Republic on the 
Western coast of Africa. If moral and intellectual culture is essential to 
our welfare as a nation and to the permanence of our free institutions, it 
is certainly no less essential to the prosperity of Liberia. The inhab- 
itants of this little State on the shores of the Dark Continent need more 
knowledge and cultivation in order that they may have truer conceptions 
of their nature and destiny and duties as human beings, in order that 
they may have higher aspirations after " the true, the beautiful, and the 
good ; " that they may know better how to act well their part in life, 
and that they may have more judgment and self-control, and may be less 
likely to be led astray from the paths of virtue and rectitude by their 
own evil passions or by the temptations of corrupt men. But however 
important education is to the Liberians, we have as a Society only the 
most scanty means of helping them to secure its benefits. Your com- 
mittee therefore must at present satisfy themselves with only recom- 
mending : 

First. That this Society exert itself to awaken greater interest among 
benevolent men in our country in so good and grand a work as that of 
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aiding the straggling Liberians in providing ampler means of moral and 
intellectual improvement for their people. 

Secondly. That this Society make greater and more definite efibrt 
to send out men and women to Liberia who have made considerable 
progress in the rudiments of learning, and who may become teachers of 
schools, or at least intelligent, exemplary, and useful citizens of the 
country. 

Thirdly. That the Society, through its Executive Committee, instnict 
their agent, Mr. Stevens, to continue to use all practicable means of as- 
sisting the Liberians in increasing the efficiency and the number of their 
public schools. 

Mr. Burton, chairman of the Committee on Emigration, made 
the following report, which was adopted : 

The steamship ** Laurada,'' chartered by the " International Migration 
Society of Birmingham, Alabama," left Savannah, Georgia, on March 1, 
1896, for Liberia, having on board 321 Negro emigrants, 170 males and 151 
females. It is said that more than 15,000 colored people were assembled 
on the wharves and neghboring river banks to witness their departure. 
One of our Vice-Presidents, Rev. Bishop Henry M. Turner, was present 
and offered up a parting prayer for God's blessing upon these pioneers of 
the coming nation. As the ship cast off and started on her voyage, cheer 
after cheer went up from the multitude on shore, mingled with which 
were hundreds of voices shouting, ** We are coming, too! " " We'll meet 
you in Liberia ! " and this was continued until the steamer was out of 
sight. The great body of these emigrants have found a home and are 
now, by the latest advices, comfortably located and doing well. 

We are informed that the "Migration Society" contemplates sending 
another steamer with emigrants to Liberia next faW. In this connection 
we have been favored with a communication from the American Minister 
and CJonsul General at Monrovia, Liberia, addressed to the Secretary of 
the Pennsylvania Colonization Society, under date of November 18, 1896, 
which is so full of wise suggestions and information that we have taken 
the liberty of embodying the whole paper in our report : 

** Legation op the Unffed States, 
*' Monrovia, Liberia, November IS, 1896. 
** Hon. Secretary of the Pennsylvania Colonization Society. 

" Sir: I have the honor to corroborate your statements concerning the 
late emigrants who returned from here to the United States. These 
people, not l)eing a pioneering people, could not meet the conditions of a 
new country. The African fever is not so severe as ten years ago, and 
there are only a few cases of neglect where death is the final result. 

** Many of the same colonists are here and beginning life under very 
favorable surroundings. Those who come should be prepared to live six 
months, for, if frugal and industrious, in six months one can get a founda- 
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tion on which to stand. Coming here at the beginning of the rainy sea- 
son is a mistake. One arrivinjr here in January could be settled when 
rains begin in June. While I am in favor of any and all coming who 
desire to do so, yet some knowledge of Liberia should be obtained by 
emigrants before they leave America. The uneducated have no idea of 
the change ; but not half as many deaths have occurred as reported by 
those who have become dissatisfied and returned. Only self-reliant 
people can meet the demands of an unsettled, wild country. The thrift- 
less, thoughtless idler has no place in Liberia. Many come and help 
Liberia and help themselves also. 

** I am, very obediently, William H. Heard, 

** Minister Jiesident and Consul Oenercd" 

The committee recommend that our Society continue, as heretofore, to 
encourage all honest efforts to aid emigration and to assure all who intend 
to seek for a permanent home in Liberia that this Society, as well as the 
government of Liberia, will do all that can be done to minister to their 
comfort and promote their beat interests in their new residence. 

Under the Society's auspices the Rev. Luke .\. Anthony, a native of 
Liberia, a grandson of King Tom of the Bassa tribe, and a graduate of 
the Lincoln University in medicine and theology, has recently returned 
to his native land and established in Bassa a hospital, of which he has 
charge and in which he has already successfully performed several surgica^ 
operations. He further proposes to call to his aid other young men who 
were associated with him in the same university, and with their help to 
open common schools in that part of the country for the education of the 
colored youth of the Republic and the natives living in the neighborhood. 
This seems to be a providential opening for great improvement in the 
physical and mental conditions of the emigrant and native population, 
and another occasion for thanksgiving to the Father Almighty, who thus 
continues to the Society his divine favor. 

The committee recommend that the Society aid the new hospital enter- 
prise (in which there are already five beds for patients) as far as practi- 
cable from its limited funds and any additional amounts that may here- 
after be specially contributed for the purpose. 

The committee note with pleasure the fact of the recent appointment 
of Bishop Hartzell by the last General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church and his departure from London to Liberia ; also the large 
increase that has recently been voted for the support of Methodist mis- 
sions on the West Coast of Africa. The time has come when a harvest of 
most abundant fruit is about to be reaped as the result of 80 years of 
patient, watchful care and persistent devotion of the noble founders and 
their faithful successors in the work of this Society. 

Our American people should be aroused to see the growing importance 
of the present colonization movement. We must continue to urge upon 
Congress and the President the propriety of encouraging commercial trade 
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and better postal communication with Liberia and the West Coast of 
Africa. 

To this end your committee further recommend that the Executive Com- 
mittee inquire into the expediency of chartering a steamship and pro- 
viding for the trans[X)rtation of a sufficient number of emigrants thereby 
who will pay tlieir own expenses for an expedition in the early part of 
the fall, and endeavor to secure the cooperation of the ^* International 
Migration Society '' in obtaining the required number of suitable emi- 
grants, and also to arrange with the Liberian government and its promi- 
nent citizens for a return cargo of coffee and other Liberian products, so 
as to secure for the venture a successful result. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

R&tolvedf That the report of the Committee on Emigration be referred 
to the Executive Committee, with a recommendation that such action be 
taken as may he considered practicable for securing the objects recom- 
mended. 

On motion of Mr. Dulles, it was — 

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred dollars be appropriated for 
Wells Hospital, Marshall, Liberia, for surgical instruments, medicines, 
and t)ooks, upon condition that a free bed be maintained. 

On motion of Pay Director Russell, it was — 

Resolved, That the sum appropriated for Wells Hospital be expended 
under the direction of the Pennsj'lvania Colonization Society. 

On motion of Mr. Dulles, it was — 

Resolvedj That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee for publication. 



The Rev. Dr. Sunderland pronounced the benediction. 



Adjourned. 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 

or THB 

AMERICAN COLONIZATIOif SOCIETY. 



ti 



An Act of the Legislature of Maryland, passedt March 22, 1837, entitled 
^ An Actio Incorporate the American Colonization Society. ^^ 

Whereas, by an Act of the General Assembly of ^laryland, entitled 
In Act to Incorporate the American Volonization Socidy,^^ inxi^f^ei] at Decem- 
ber session, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, chapter one hundred and 
ei<?hty-nine, the said Society was incorporated with certain j)Owei's; And 
whereas it is represented to this General Assembly that the rights and 
interests of said Society have been materially injured, and arc likely to 
suffer further injury, by certain alleged omissions on the part of said 
Society to give eliiciency to said Act : Therefore — 

Sectiox I. Be it enacted hij the General Assemhh/ of Maryland, That John C, rTtTborl, 
Daniel Murray, Joseph Kent, Ezekiel F, Chamber!^, Daniel JcnilVr, (Jcoriro C. Washin.i?- 
ton, Virgil Maxcy, Zacchous Collins Leo, Alexander Randall, Fran<M'M S. Key. Wnltor 
Jonos, Halph R. Gurlcy, and William W. Scaton, oftho Society failed the American 
Society for Colonizing: tlie free people of color of the United States, and their siiee.-s-ors, 
together witli such others elect* d and qualified, as the present or lutiire Constitution, 
by-law««, ordinftnccs or regulations of said Soeietv, do or shall hereafter i>re-oriI>e. shall 
be, and they are hereby created and declared to be, a body politie and corporate, by the 
name, style, and title of Tiio American Colonization Society, and by that name shall 
have perpetual suceession, and shall >)e able to sue and bo "sued to jilead and be im- 
pleaded, in any court of law or equity in this State, an<l may have and use a common 
seal, and the same may destroy, alter, or renew nt pleasure* and shall have power to 
purchase, have, and enjoy, to them and their suee<'ssors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
tenements, or hereditaments, by the gilt, barii:ain, sale, devise, or other act of any 
per>on or persons, bo<ly politic or corporate wiiatsoever; to take and receive any sum 
or yums of money, goods or chattels, that shall be trivon, sold, or bequeathed to" tlK-m 
in any manner wiiatsoever; to occupy, use and enjoy, or sell, transfer, or otIuMwiso 
dispose of, according to the by-laws and ordinances reirulatinsr the same, now or here- 
after to be presorilx?a,al" such lands, tenements or hereditaments, m«>ney. troods or chat- 
tels, as they shall determine to be mostconducive to the colonization, with their own con- 
sent, in Africa, of the free people of color rcsidini:; in the United States and for noother 
uses or purposes whatsoever; and as soon after the pas'-^a'ie of this Act as may he con- 
venient, to elect such ollicers as they or a majority of them pr«'sent may deem proper, 
and to make and ordain such Constitution, l>y-laws, ordinauces, and regulations as may 
be necessary for the organization of the saidSoeiety ; anrl to repeal, alter, or amend the 
same ; to pre8cril>e the tim -s of meeting, the qualilications and t:>rms of meinl). r.-hi i>, 
and to <io all sucli other acts and deeds as they shall deem necessa v for re-rul itimx and 
managing the concerns of the said body corporate ; Provided, hou^ever, 'liuii the Con- 
8titntion and laws of this State and of the United Stiites, and this Act of Assembly be 
not violated therel>y. 

Sec. 2. And be if enaefed. That for the o>)jcct aforo«.aid all property, real, personal, 
and mixed, whether in action or possession, and all ri^^hts, credit^ and'deman(h, owned. 
held, or claimed, before this Act by the said Society, and ad such prupertv, ri.dits. 
credits, and demands as, were it not for thi<< Act, mi-rht hereafter b<' owned," held, or 
claimed by the said .Society, shall vest, and are hereby declared to vest, in the s:iid Ijodv 
corporate and its successors as fully and ellectually as they have or could have vested 
in the paid Society ; and also that the said boily (rorporate, and its successors, are herebv 
declared to be as completely and etfectuallv liable and rcspon.-ible for all dehts. de'- 
mands, and claims duo now, or wliieh would hereafter be due, by the saitl Society, if 
this Act of incorporation iiadnotlieen granted, as the said Society is now or would 
iiereafier be so liable and responsiViIe for. 

Skc. 3. And he it cttocted Th it the said body corporate, and its successors, shall for- 
ever be incapable of holding in fee -r less estate, real property in the llnite<l States, the 
yearly value of which exceeds the sum of thirty thousand dollars, or the vearlv value 
of so "much thereof as may be in this State exceeds the sum of five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. And hcit ainrf rAi^'Vlml the Act hereinhefere mentioncfl of the (ieneral Ass m- 
bly of Maryland, chapter one hundred and ei;,d)ty-nine, of Drctiuber session, ei-^iiitcen 
hundred and thirty-one, bo and the same is hereby repeah'd: Snritujnmi rt^f^crn.tnjiuxiscin'^ 
to tlie porNOUs incorporated hy said Act, and to the American Colonization Soeietv, all 
the rights and powers eonf-rred by said Act, so far as the same may be necessarv for 
tile recovery, possession, holdinsr, or enjoyment of any property, real, 'personal or mixed, 
cho.'^e in iieiion or franchise of any description wliatso<-ver, wiii<'h may liave been liere- 
tofore given, granted, devised, or bequeathed to or otherwise aeijiijrcd by the said per- 
sons, or any of \ hem, or to <«r liy the American Colonization Society. 

Sec. 5. Atld be it enacted. That this Act, and the powers anil privih'ces granted thereby, 
may be at any time repealed, modified, amended, or changed at the discretion of the 
General Assembly. 



CONSTITUTION 

or TU£ 



American ColonizatiOxN Society. 



Organized January 1, 1817. 



Incorporated March 22, 1837. 



AKTici.K 1. Tliis Soc-iety fIihII be called Tiie American Colonization 
Society. 

» 

ApwTicle 2. The ol)je('ts of this Society sliall he to aid the Colonization 
of Africa by vohiiitary colored eiuitzraiit.s from the United States, and to 
promote there tiie extension of Cliristianity and civilization. 

Airrici.i: o. Every citizen of the United StiUes* who ?hall have i)aid to 
the funds of the So<'iety the sum of one dohar shall be a member of the 
Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who shall 
have paid the sum of thirty dollai*s shall be a mcnd^er for hfe; and any 
citizen i)ayin;; the sum of one thousand dollars shall be a dirtM-tor for life. 
Forci'jnera may be made members by a vote of the Society or of the 
Directors. 

AirncM.E 4. The Society shall meet annually at AVashin,!iton on the fliird 
Tuesday in January, and at sucii other times and ])lacea as it shall direct. 
At the annual meeting a President and Vice-Presidents shall be choi^en, 
who shall perform the duties a[)pro]>riate to those ollijers. 

Article 5. There shall be a Board of Directors comi)Osed of the Directors 
for life and of DelcL'ates from the several A\ixiliarv Societie.s. I^tieh of 
such Societies shall be entitled to one ()elei2:ate an<l an uvMitional D»'leirate 
for every two hundred dollars paid into the trcasu»'y of thi-s Society within 
the year ending on the .'Ust of Deceml>er: ProrUlo'^ That no Auxiliary 
shall be entitled to more than four Dcleirates in any ow^ year. 

AuTici.K (>. Tii(^ l>o:ird shall annually appoint one or more Secretarie."^, a 
Treasurer and an Ex'e'aitiveConimitteeof seven pei-sons; all of whom shall, 
ej'-oiiirio, ))e membein5 of the Koard.- The President of the Society shall 
also be a Director, r.v-oijiclo, and President of the Board ; but in his ubsence 
at any mcL'tinj^ a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 

AiMTCLE 7. The l^oard of Directors shall meet in Washini^ton, at twelve 
o'clock ^L, on the third Tuesday of January in each year, and at such other 
times and places as it shall aj)point, or at the request of the Executive 
Committee, and at the recpiestof any threeof the Auxiliary Societies coni- 
municat'xl to the Corresponding: Secretary. Seven directors shall form a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

AaricLE S. Tiie EKCMitive Crmcnittee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of tlie Secretary. This Committee shall have 
discretionary power to transact the biisine.-s of I he Society, subject only Xjo 
such limitLitions as are found in its charter, in its Constitution, and iii'the 
votes that have been passed, or may hereafter be })assed, by the licxirdof 
Dil\'Ct^•rs. The Secretary an<] Trea-nrer shall Ik- members of tiie Com- 
mittee, c.r-ojiici'j, with the ri-^ht to deliberate. i)ut not to vote. The Cuni- 
mittee is aiithojized to till all vacancies in its own body, to apjK>int ti 
Secretary or Trea>^urer, whenever such oilices are vacant, and to apiK)mt 
and diiv't such AL'^i-nts a^ may be necessary for the service of the Soeietv. 
At every annual nieetin.'i the (jnnmittee shall report their doings to the 
Soeietv and to the l>oard of Directors. 

AirrnLi:0. This Constitution may l)e amende<l upon a X>roposition to 
that elicH-t, rniide and approved at any meetinu <tf the Boardof J>ireett»rs, 
or made by any (»f th<; Auxiliary Societies re[iresented in the I>oard of 
Directors, tran^mitti'd to tlie Secretary and ]ml)lished in the olficial imi>er 
of the Sdciety thixH^ months before tlie animal meetinijf; provided such 
.auiMiilni^nt r.jceive the r^anction of two-thirds of the Board at its next 
annui.l meeting. 
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THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

Prt.-iiifi III : 
KiGFiT Rkv. HKXRY "c. POTTKR, D. D. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Kev. Bykon Si'NDKKLAND, D. D., fJuiinnnn. 
Mr. Reginald Khndvll. Rev. A. J. HrNTiNirrox, D. D. 

Jiulj<e CuAKr.Ks C. Xott. Mr. J. Oiimond Wilson*. 

Dr. William W. CJodl^incl Rev. Alkxander Ma( kav-S.mith, D. D. 

Serretttrij : 
Mr. J. Or MONO Wilso.v. 

Tt'vaiiurrr : 
Mr. Reginald Fend all. 

dcmml Ageni : 
Mr. Henki' T. Riell. 



FORM OP BEQUEST. 

I ^ive and biMjneath to The Ameukwn Colonization Society the 
sum of dollars. 

(If the beciiiest is of personal or real e.^tate, so deserihe it that it 
can be eiwily identitied.) 



EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 

Pei-sons wishing to eini^rrate to Liberia and desiring infornuition or 
assistance should address '* Mr. J. Onnoml Wilson, Secretary of the 
American Cr)loni/.ation Society. Colonization Rooms, 4r>0 IVniisylvania. 
Avenue X. W., Wiishin;,^ton, 1). C," .Lrivin^' their names, a»j:es, and circum- 
stances. Applications for assistance have l)ecome so numerous tliat the 
Society will hereafter trive the ])reference, all other tlnnj^'s beinu; equal, 
to those who will pay the most toward the cost of their piissa^^'O amj 
settlement in Liberia. 



BULLETINS OF INFORMATION. 

Bulletins of information are issued from time to time, as circumstances 
may justify, which contain the proceedinirs of the Six-iety, important 
formati<m and news from Liberia, and Fuovements for the civilization $ 
evangelization of Africa. These will be sent, without chartjt% to 
ollicersof the Society, its Auxiliaries, life mcmlM'rs. and annual contri 
tors of ten dollars and upwanl to tlu- funds of the Sitciety. Order 
remittances for these should be sent to Mr. .1. Ormond Wilson, Secret:) 
Colonization U(.oms, Washinu^ton, I). C. Pmci:, lV) Cenj-s. 

Colonization Building, No. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue. Washington^ ^ 
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THE EIGHTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 



The close of the Civil War in the United States in 1865, in- 
volving as it did the enfranchisement of all the Negro slaves in 
this country, substantially changed the work of this Society from 
what theretofore had been termed the colonization of Liberia to 
the encouragement and assistance of emigration to that country 
and otherwise fostering its best interests. 

The noble idea of relieving this country from the blight and 
curse of slavery and the Negro from bondage was the leading 
one which had inspired that grand galaxy of Christians, states- 
men, and philanthropists who founded this Society and faith- 
fully carried on its work through all the vicissitudes of encour- 
agement and despondency for more than two- thirds of a century, 
and until it had at length been realized through the instrumen- 
tality of a long, expensive, and bloody civil conflict instead of 
by peaceful colonization, as proposed by them. 

But, meantime, a colonial settlement had been made on the 
most eligible part of the west coast of Africa, which had grown 
into an independent Negro State, in form of government repub- 
lican, and recognized by most of the civilized nations of the 
world. 

What a promising field of usefulness might not still lie before 
the people of this little, independent, civilized Negro State, in 
the native land of their ancestors and among the 200,000,000 of 
their race still living there whose condition of barbarism had 
from time immemorial been such that slavery in America be- 
came the greatest boon ever vouchsafed to them ! And might 
not Liberia become a welcome asylum to thousands of Negroes 
who were discontented with their environment and lot in the 
United States ? 

(3) 
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The increase of the Negroes in the United States had proceeded 
at a pace so much more rapid than had the repatriation of Africa 
by means of colonization that the return of the entire Negro 
population of the United States to Africa, as had been contem- 
plated at first,- was utterly impracticable and, in fact, no longer 
desirable. By the United States census of 1890 it appeared that 
the qolored population of the country increased, in the decade 
from 1880 to 1890, 856,800, or at the rate of 85,680 a year, 234 a 
day, 10 an hour. The average cost of colonization had been 
from $100 to $150 per head, and therefore it will be seen at once 
what an enormous sum of money would be required to enable 
colonization even to keep pace with the increase of the Negro 
population in this country. 

Following close upon emancipation, all the channels of benev- 
olence in the United States for the benefit of the Negro were 
turned in the direction of his education and improvement here, 
and the funds which had annually been contributed for the sup- 
port of colonization were thus turned in another, but most 
worthy, direction. 

To elucidate this statement, we give sl partial list of the amounts, 
taken from official reports at hand, contributed and expended 
for the benefit of the Negro in the United States during the last 
fiscal year : 

Domestic Missions of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 

Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church $55,000 00 

The American Baptist Home Mission Society 122,000 00 

The Presbyterian Board of Missions for Freedmen 150,000 00 

The Freedmen's Aid and Southern Education Society of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church 246,000 00 

The Congregational American Missionary Association 250,000 00 

For the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute 111,000 00 

For the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute 116,000 00 

The Rev. H. B. Frissell, D. D., principal of the Hampton Nor- 
mal and Agricultural Institute, in a recent publication of that 
institution, says : "The North and South are working together for 
the Negro, for whose education the latter has given, in taxation, 
since 1870, about sixty millions of dollai's, and the former, in 
donations, about twenty-five millions. About a million a year 
now comes ftom th^ North and over three millions yearly from 
the Southern States for Negro schools. The South supports the 
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free schools, the North maintains institutions for providing them 
with teachers." 

Colonization on the scale originally contemplated can no 
longer be carried on with the resources within reach of this So- 
ciety. Its work must largely be limited to collecting and dis- 
seminating such information as is sought for and will be of serv- 
ice to the thousands of Negroes who desire to emigrate to Liberia ; 
to advise and aid the Liberians, who naturally still look to the 
Society as their friend and the guardian of their interests, and 
occasionally to give some pecuniary assistance to an exceptionally 
worthy and desirable person who is anxious to emigrate, but 
without sufficient means to justify the undertaking. 

During the past year the only assistance rendered to emigrants 
by this Society was a free passage from New York to Monrovia, 
given on the recommendation of the Pennsylvania Colonization 
Society, to Mr. Oscar Hiland Massey, 28 years old, a graduate of 
Lincoln University, who, sailing from New York June 19, 1897, 
went out as a teacher. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

Bulletins Nos. 10 and 11, containing the best information ob- 
tainable concerning Liberia, Africa, and the Negro race, have 
been published and widely distributed during the year. 

The opening up of Africa in the last decade through the dis- 
covery of its rich diamond and gold mines and its partition 
among the leading powers of Europe has created an unprece- 
dented interest in that continent among all classes of people. 
The telegraph and the press have annihilated space and isola- 
tion, so that all the inhabitants of the globe are fast becoming 
like one great family, and we now look in our daily newspapers 
for the events transpiring simultaneously all over the world, and 
for those remote with almost as much interest as for those oc- 
curring at our very doors. 

The Negroes in the United States are participating in the de- 
sire to learn and know about African affairs, as is evidenced by 
the numerous calls upon this Society for information. This is 
especially true of a large number of students in educational in- 
stitutions, and of young people, many of whom have formed 
associations with the leading purpose of becoming better in- 
formed upon these subjects. This Society, both through its 
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publications and by its correspondence, to the best of its ability, 
is supplying this increasing demand. 

Thousands of letters are annually received from Negroes in all 
parts of the United States — the North, the East, and the West, 
as well as the South — seeking reliable advice concerning the little 
black Republic, of which they have heard at least the name, and 
making inquiries about the conditions there, the best season for 
emigrating, the means and cost of transportation, the articles 
that profitably can be carried out by emigrants, and the assist- 
ance that can be obtained from this Society or from other sources. 

When these applications are thoroughly investigated it is 
found that many of the applicants are too far advanced in years 
to venture upon emigration to a new country and climate, many 
have too large families of dependent children to warrant such a 
change, many have only the vaguest ideas of the conditions in 
Liberia, and what will be required to succeed there, and still 
more have not the means to pay for even a passage across the 
ocean at the lowest rate of fare. 

The Society endeavors to correctly inform all who seek its ad- 
vice and does not encourage the emigration of parties whose age, 
intelligence, or condition indicate unfitness for the undertaking. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr. Julius C. Stevens, our agent in Liberia, has continued his 
services in the interest of education. He has attended to the 
sales of school text-books and appliances of an approved stand- 
ard, which are furnished to him througli this Society, and are 
sold there at the wholesale cost prices in this country. By this 
arrangement better text-books and appliances are gradually being 
introduced into the schools, greater uniformity of books in the 
same school and class is secured, and the cost is made so low as 
to be within the reach of a much larger number of people than 
formerly were able to purchase them. 

Mr. Stevens has visited a large number of the schools of the 
country, private as well as public, held conferences with and 
given advice to the teachers, and addressed the people on educa- 
tional subjects. 

Inspired by him, the people at Royesville, in Montserrado 
county, have provided a suitable site and erected and furnished 
a building for a school, which was opened on the 1st day of April 
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last. This Society has agreed to contribute $100 a year out of 
the income of the Graham fund toward the payment of the 
salary of the teacher, the payments to be made quarterly, on the 
receipt of the reports of the teacher as vouchers for the same. 
A satisfactory report of the teacher for the first quarter has been 
received and the payment agreed upon has been made. 

The school at Greenville, Since county, established on similar 
conditions, is doing well. The last report received showed an 
enrollment of 65 pupils, and Mr. Stevens commends the quali- 
fications and efficiency of the teacher. 

The Hall Free School at Harper, Cape Palmas, continues in 
successful operation in that locality. Mr. Stevens, under special 
instructions from this Society, visited it, examined the building 
and grounds, and investigated the school during the last part of 
May and the first part of June last, and made a detailed and 
comprehensive report, which was published in Bulletin No. 11. 

His report of the ability and efficiency of the teacher, Mr. 
Samuel J. Dossen, was very favorable. He advised some changes 
in the courses of study and text-books, which are now being car- 
ried out. He also recommended repairs to the building to cost 
not exceeding $175, which the Executive Committee have author- 
ized to be made. This school has the able and constant super- 
vision and care of a local board of trustees organized under an 
act of the legislature of Liberia. 

Semi-annual reports of the school are received regularly by this 
Society as vouchers for the payment of the teacher's salary. The 
last of these reports showed a total enrollment of 84 pupils dur- 
ing the half year, of whom 27 were children of aborigines. The 
school was graded in six classes, ranging in their studies from 
beginners in reading to the elements of geometry and algebra. 

It is quite evident that this school is a very important factor 
in the educational work now being done in Liberia. 

Nothing has been attempted at Beulah yet, for the reasons 
stated in our last annual report. The fund for the All Saints Hall 
School, undertaken to be established at this place a few years 
ago, is not yet sufficient to justify active operations, and is there- 
fore kept invested by this Society. 

The Scholarship in Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, 
Georgia, supported by this Society from the income of the '^ Theo- 
dore Lewis Mason, M. D., Fund," was bestowed upon Mr. Joseph 
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C. Sherrill for the year 1897. President Thirkield, in the annua, 
catalogue of that institution, says in reference to Mr. Sherrill, 
" One of our best-equipped men, of high character and large 
promise of usefulness, having expressed his abiding conviction 
of the call of God to missionary work in Africa, has been made 
the beneficiary of this scholarship ; " and in a letter dated No- 
vember 9, 1897, he further says of Mr. Sherrill, who then had 
been graduated from the institution, " The Rev. Joseph C. Sher- 
rill, A. M., has deep and abiding convictions with reference to 
his call to service in Africa. It is no sudden impulse, but is a 
strong conviction, which has matured during the last few years, 
that his mission was to go and labor for the redemption of the 
people of his fatherland. His cultured and devoted wife also 
gives herself gladly to this work. They have given their names 
to Bishop Hartzell and stand ready to respond to his call at any 
time. They give promise of large usefulness in that field. Lack 
of funds only prevents their immediate employment. He now 
holds one of the leading churches in the Little Rock Conference." 

We should be glad to give a more extensive and favorable 
report of the educational work and outlook in Liberia, and yet 
it has in it something of encouragement. There are parts of our 
own country in which the facilities for the education of Negro 
children are not even as favorable as they are in parts of Liberia . 

Mr. Booker T. Washington is reported to have made the fol- 
lowing statement r 

" I was in a 'county ill Alabama not long ago where no public 
school for black children had been in session longer than three 
months. The State did not own a single school-house, a black- 
board, nor a piece of crayon. No colored teacher in this county 
had been paid more than $16 a month for his work. In this 
county each colored child had received only 31 cents for his 
education for one year." 

MT. COFFEE. 

Of the Mt. Coffee enterprise Prof. 0. F. Cook reports : 
" The station has made some progress during the last year in 
spite of two reverses which seriously crippled our eflforts. An 
epidemic of smallpox was raging in the vicinity when we re- 
turned in January last, which came nearer and nearer, until the 
Rev. F. E. Thomson, the independent missionary who had settled 
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near us, was attacked, together with the boys who formed his 
mission family. This prevented the gathering of any number 
of people at Mt. Coffee, where we had intended opening school 
work on a small scale. 

** In March we were further stricken by the death of Mr. F. C. 
Straub, sent out by the Boston Board. Mr. Straub was to have 
occupied the Chair of Modern Languages in the reorganization 
of the college, but had spent his time for over a year in the study 
of the botany of the country and in surveying the land granted 
to our station, as well as the road to White Plains. He left valu- 
able collections and notes, which are deposited in the United 
States National Museum. 

" The items of progress made may be enumerated as follows : 

" 1. The Board of Trustees of Liberia College have authorized 
the establishment of industrial preparatory schools under the 
college organization, and one of these is to be located at Mt. 
Coffee. 

*' 2. The farm has been extended somewhat and about 2,000 ad- 
ditional coffee trees have been set out, making about 12,000 in 
all, not including several thousand seedlings not large enough 
to be transplanted. 

" 3. The original grant of 1,000, a part of the additional grant 
of 1,000 acres, and the road to White Plains have been surveyed 
and plotted. 

** 4. An additional small building has been put up to serve for 
the accommodation of workmen and the storage of tools and 
supplies. 

" We see no reason for altering our opinion that the region of 
Mt. Coffee offers the most accessible, fertile, and salubrious site 
for a new settlement and a center for educational work." 

BRITISH DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA. 

At the outset of Lord Salisbury's administration of the Brit- 
ish government the colonial secretary, Mr. Chamberlain, sounded 
as the key-note of his policy a more comprehensive and ener- 
getic development of the British colonial estates. 

Steam and electricity are the two great phybical powers by 
which the world is now moved, and their extensive introduction 
2 
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into Africa within the last few years is one of the noted events 
of our times. 

Under Mr. Chamberlain's administration, on the West Coast 
of Africa a route has been surveyed and the construction of a 
railroad commenced, twenty or more miles of which have al- 
ready been completed, starting from Freetown, the capital of 
Sierra Leone, and extending back through productive and hith- 
erto undeveloped hinterlands to the eastern boundaries of that 
colony. Another route has been surveyed, starting from Jjagos 
on the Guinea coast, running in a northerly direction to the rich 
Soudan country and the valley of the Niger, and a portion of 
the road at the seacoast end of the line has already been con- 
structed. 

The railways in South Africa have been built with remarkable 
rapidity and met with unprecedented financial success. The 
first sod of a railway, the Cape Town and Wellington, fifty-eight 
miles in length, was turned in 1859. Since then this line has 
been extended to the north more than 1,500 miles until it has 
reached Bulawayo, the late capital of the Matabelis. The in- 
augural ceremony of its opening, on the 4th of November last, 
was one of the historic events of the year. Among the distin- 
guished guests present were the Hon. Henry M. Stanley, the 
great African explorer, and the Rev. Joseph C. Hartzell, D. D., 
the Methodist Episcopal Bishop of Africa from the United States. 

There are at present three distinct systems of railways start- 
ing from the southern coast of Africa : First, the railway just 
described and its branches, called the Western and Interior sys- 
tem; second, the Midland system, which starts from Port Eliza- 
beth and extends to the Orange river, with several branches and 
connections ; and, third, the Eastern system, which starts from 
East London and extends to Aliwal North, also with branches 
and connections. 

Expensive engineering difficulties had to be overcome in con- 
structing these railways. The bridges, tunnels, and culverts 
number between eight and nine thousand. In the Orange river 
the water sometimes rises more than forty feet in twenty-four 
hours, and hence it was necessary to span it with bridges of the 
most substantial character. The one at NorvaPs Point has thir- 
teen spans of 130 feet each, and cost about $400,000. 

By curves and zigzags the steep ascents from the coast were 
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overcome. The western and interior system attains its highest 
altitude, 3,588 feet, about 137 miles from Cape Town ; the highest 
point of the midland system, 5,186 feet, is reached at a distance 
of 164 miles from Port Elizabeth, and the eastern system reaches 
its summit of 5,586 feet at a distance of 207 miles from East 
London. 

Coal mines have been found and opened in this part of Africa, 
which already are supplying three-fifths of all the coal used and 
shortly will supply the entire demand. 

Accompanying these railways there are some 17,000 miles of 
telegraph wire in South Africa, these lines costing about two 
and one-half million dollars and yielding an annual revenue of 
one and one-quarter million dollars — a profitable investment. 

The railways in South Africa cost an average of $47,000 per 
mile, and the net earnings for 1896 were reported to be 10 per 
cent, oil the capital invested. 

During the year more than 8,000,000 passengers were carried 
over these lines, and the exports and imports at Cape Town, 
Port Elizabeth, and East London for the same period amounted 
to about $100,000,000, the greater part of the goods having been 
carried over these lines of railway. 

There are now nearly 5,000 miles of railway in South Africa. 

The foregoing railway and telegraph statistics relating to South 
Africa have been taken largely from a paper recently read before 
the Royal Colonial Institute, Ix)ndon, by Sir David Tennant, 
agent general for the Cape of Good Hope, who says relative to 
their effect upon the development of the country i 

'* The benefits, direct and indirect, which have arisen from 
railway construction in the colony cannot be overestimated. In 
its commercial, social, and educational aspects the happiest re- 
sults have been achieved. Places separated from the metropolis 
by weeks of ordinary journey can now be reached within a couple 
of days, and the facility and celerity of transport, coupled with 
the various improvements that modern science and skill can 
secure for comfort, conduce to more social intercourse, whilst the 
security afforded in the conveyance of goods from place to place, 
with reduction, as compared with previous rates in cost of car- 
riage, has secured a substantial and lucrative traffic. 

" The inducements offered to those in this country and other 
parts of the world to visit the Cape and South Africa for purposes 
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of health, pleasure, or business are considerably increased by the 
extensive railway system of the Colony. In proof of this I refer 
to the increase in 1896, as compared with 1895, of over one 
million and a quarter in the number of passennjers by sea car- 
riage to the Cape, nearly all of whom availed themselves of the 
advantages offered of traveling on the Cape railways. But be- 
yond all this, the educational benefits arising from more frequent 
communication by means of the penny-postage system, brought 
about by the extension of the railways, and by the telegraph wire 
are very marked, and a thirst for knowledge, as also a desire for 
information, is quickened and satisfied by being kept in touch 
with the world outside the lonely veldt and the isolated farm. 
Even the native population exhibit a growing partiality for rail- 
way traveling. Members of the legislature, as well as the farm- 
ing population in general, continue to clamor for further railway 
extension, and portions of the country unconnected with railway 
communication present, by petition, their several claims for con- 
sideration during each session of Parliament." 

England's unrivaled power is sustained by her world-wide 
commerce. No island, however small or remote, escapes her eager 
search for trade. Her acquisition of immense colonial posses- 
sions in Africa and their development look to the enlargement 
of her commercial empire, and the agents she employs in her 
service, be they military or civil, the commander of an army, the 
administrator of a colony, or the consul of a port, are men of 
marked ability and experience in business affairs. 

THE UMTKI) STATES AND LIBERIA. 

In the settlement of Liberia by Negroes from this country the 
United States Government took an active and leading part, but> 
however, expressly enjoined its agents *^ to exercise no power 
founded on the principle of colonization, or other power than that 
of performing the benevolent offices " recited in their instruc- 
tions. It dispatched agents who conducted the negotiations for 
the first purchase of territory for colonists, and subsequently sent 
out thousands of Negroes from the United States and superin- 
tended their settlement on this domain. While governmental 
responsibility for Liberia was thus disclaimed at the outset, it 
was nevertheless expected that the United States would at least 
at all times and in every practicable way manifest a friendly 



THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 13 

interest in the colony planted so largely through its agency, and 
incidentally would encourage and aid this enterprise to the fullest 
extent consistent with its disclaimer of responsibility for coloni- 
zation. 

It is a matter of great regret that the commercial relations of 
Liberia and the United States have not been productive of greater 
material advantage to both, and it is hoped that the official rep- 
resentatives of the United States may be advised that the Amer- 
ican Colonization Society earnestly appeals to them to encourage 
a deeper interest in promoting a more active and growing ex- 
change of commodities and in bringing the people of the two 
countries into more intelligent sympathy with the work of the 
Society. 

It is also hoped that in selecting such agents on the part of 
the United States reference may be had to their special fitness 
for this purpose. 

IS LIBERIA MAKING ANY PROGRESS? 

The question, ** Is Liberia making any progress ? " is frequently 
and anxiously asked. To this question an affirmative answer 
can be given, although by no means with the emphasis that its 
founders expected, nor even with that which gives a high degree 
of satisfaction to its present friends. We regret to say that it 
requires patient investigation to sustain an affirmative answer. 

On the 26th day of last July, Liberia celebrated her jubilee, or 
50th year of her independence. As the presidential term of office 
under her constitution is two years, the past half century of her 
political existence has witnessed twenty-five presidential elec- 
tions, and, besides these, there have been three vacancies in the 
office of President, caused respectively by the deposition, resig- 
nation, and death of a President. All of these changes of the 
highest executive officer have been made in an orderly manner 
and in accordance with the provisions of the written constitution 
of the country. 

That constitution, in its leading features modeled after the 
Constitution of the United States, has answered a fairly good 
purpose for half a century, but now it needs some amendments. 
The presidential term is too short. The election of a President 
every two years distracts the attention of the people from their 
ordinary industrial and business pursuits too frequently, and 
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with it brings about a too frequent change of subordinate offi- 
cials. 

The organization of the judicial department of the government 
could be simplified so as to make it more effective and at the same 
time less expensive. 

It is also very important that the functions of government 
should be less centralized, and that systems of local government 
and direct taxes should be generally introduced for subordinate 
purposes, such as to provide for common schools, good roads, 
and other like objects. It is now too largely the case that every 
citizen of Liberia looks to the national government to supply all 
wants of a public character — local as well as national. 

It appears that the Liberians have hitherto been opposed to 
the levying of any taxes upon houses or lands. The etymology 
of our word tariff indicates a barbaric origin of indirect taxes, 
and the Negro everywhere on the continent of Africa is now found 
vigorously protesting against direct taxes for any purpose what- 
soever. 

As evidence of some [)rogress it may be stated that the govern- 
ment has of late maintained two gunboats, the GoiTonamniah 
and the Rocktown, with which it patrols its seaboard and thereby 
prevents extensive smuggling, which was formerly carried on 
with impunity, and better maintains its authority over the still 
slightly civilized native tribes residing at intervals on and near 
the coast. Letters received by this Society from the settlers at 
Cape Mount and Cape Palmas, the two extremities of the Libe- 
rian seacoast, where they had suffered greatly for many years 
from the disturbances and depredations of native tribes, now 
state that order and peaceful and amicable relations have been 
established. 

And, again, increased activity of late in agricultural pursuits 
is a most welcome indication of some progress. Coffee being 
the chief article of export from Liberia at present, our agent, 
Mr. Stevens, was specially instructed to ascertain and report to 
us the growth of this industry the past year. 

He prepared a circular of inquiry and thoroughly distributed 
it throughout the country, calling for the information wanted. 
The Liberians, unaccustomed to any form of a census or furnish- 
ing statistics for public use, did not respond as generally as he 
desired. Some people living in remote rural districts refused to 
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give the information asked for, fearing that the purpose was to 
increase their taxes. He, however, received sufficient returns 
to make a basis for a conservative estimate that the Liberian 
farmers had successfully planted 2,143,240 coffee scions during 
the past year. 

We have not been able to obtain accurate official information 
of the amount of coffee exported ; but we hope the Liberian 
government will see the great importance of making and pub- 
lishing accurate reports annually of all their exports and imports, 
and in this respect put themselves in line^with other civilized 
countries. 

Another indication of progress is found in the increased 
efforts to make the natives a homogeneous part of the popula- 
tion of the country by cultivating more friendly relations with 
them, recognizing them as fellow-citizens, and giving them a 
fair share of the benefits of the government. President Coleman 
who, on the death of President Cheeseman, acceded to the chief 
magistracy November 13, 1896, is thoroughly committed to this 
policy. At the head of an expedition organized by himself and 
including some of the most prominent officers of the government 
and citizens of the Republic, he left Monrovia in July last for a 
visit to the tribes of the hinterlands, and he announced his in- 
tention to continue these visitations to all the still uncivilized 
parts of the country as practical steps toward the establishment 
of more friendly relations and increased trade. 

We also have reason to believe that there has been some 
progress in education, although much less than we could desire. 
As we look through the annual Liberian budgets, we are pained 
to see so small a percentage of their totals appropriated for com- 
mon schools, and still more so to learn that even this small 
amount is disbursed with very annoying irregularity. Educa- 
tion cannot make satisfactory progress where teachers are poorly 
and irregularly paid for their services. 

The Liberian government should promptly reduce the num- 
ber of officers and employes on its civil list and tlie salaries paid 
to them until it can afford to support a system of common 
schools in which every child in the country may obtain at least 
a good elementary education. Without this all her hopes for a 
brighter future will prove to be vain. 
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IN GENERAL. 

Notwithstanding the great changes that have been wrought in 
the status of the Negro in the United States and elsewhere since 
the settlement of Liberia, there is nothing yet in the general 
outlook that calls in question the wisdom of the men who under- 
took to found an independent Negro State on the continent of 
Africa, or that demonstrates the Negro's inability to develop Li- 
beria into a highly civilized, prosperous, and powerful national- 
ity. 

When the ship Elizabeth, the ** Mayflower " of Liberia, landed 
her black pilgrims at Campelar March 20, 1820, almost the en- 
tire continent of Africa was in the possession of the Negro; but 
today nearly everywhere outside of Liberia lie has been subju- 
gated and is ruled over by other races far in advance of him in 
intelligence, wealth, and power, and races that will be slow to 
relinquish their supremacy. 

In all the African colonial possessions, whether of Portugal, 
Spain, Italy, Germany, France, or England, not even excepting 
Sierra Leone, founded more than, a century ago, the Negro, if 
permitted to participate in the government at all, is at the best 
but a factor of the smallest significance. 

The rejmblic of Hayti occupies not one-third of the West In- 
dian island bearing that name, and its area, even were the whole 
island included, is so limited by its natural boundaries that it 
can never become a great State. 

In the United States the Negro has made great progress since 
emancipation, as is witnessed by the general improvement in his 
clothing, food, and shelter, his advance in education, his acquisi- 
tion of property,his more comfortable and sometimes elegant resi- 
dences, his more cultured and refined homes, his thousands of 
creditable church edifices built by himself, his more rational and 
dignified services in these houses of worship, his press that is con- 
ducted with increasing intelligence and ability ; and yet separa- 
tion, social and institutional, is more and more distinctly marked 
on race lines here as time goes on. 

The legitimate amalgamation of the races is discountenanced 
and frowned upon, and the illegitimate, which was fostered by 
slavery, is now disappearing. His effective participation in the 
government of the country, either by a vote that is counted or by 
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holding office, affords but meager encouragement to his higher 
aspirations ; the places he is given are mostly menial and subor- 
dinate, and the few holding higher positions are largely Caucasian 
in blood, features, color, and predilections. 

As thus we see how the Negro in his efforts to reach supremacy 
or substantial equality is handicapped, the significance to the 
race of success in our colonization enterprise becomes the more 
apparent. 

It is fortunate for Liberia that the jealous and vigilant rivalry 
between England and France tend to prevent further encroach- 
ments upon her territory by either, and that the latter, now 
claiming all the territory to the north and east, including the 
valley of the Niger, will in all probability not form permanent 
settlements after the manner of the English, but only hold mili- 
tary possession of the country for purposes of trade and com- 
merce. 

This Society now, as from the beginning, stands for the idea of 
an independent, civilized. Christian Negro State on the continent 
of Africa as a great benefaction to its own citizens and an uplift- 
ing influence on an entire race. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, Jmiuary 18, 1898. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society was 
held today, at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 460 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

The Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 19, 1897, 
were presented and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Burton, the Secretary was instructed to cast 
the ballot of the Society for the following officers to serve for the 
ensuing year, and the Secretary accordingly cast the ballot : 

PRESIDENT: 
1892 RiOHT Rkv. henry C. POTTER, D. D., Nkw York. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS : 



1851 Rer. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 

1867 Mr. Samuel A. Crozer, Pa. 

1870 Mr. Robert Arthington, EnglaDil. 

1874 Rev. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Mass. 

1875 Mr. Samuel K. Wilson, N. J. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pu. 

1876 Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D.,Ga. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 

1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 

1882 Mr. Henry O. Marquand, N. Y. 

1884 Rev. George D. Boardman, D. D., Pa. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D., N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W. Blyden,LL. D.,Liberia. 
1886 Hon. Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 
1888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. D., Pa. 
1888 Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Pa. 
1801 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass. 



Adjourned. 



1892 Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 
1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N.Y. 

1892 Mr. O^mun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
1893 Hon. J. C. BiiQcroft Davis, D. C. 
1893 Hon. John T. Morgan, Alu. 

1895 Mr. Robert B. Davidson, Pa. 

1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnoux, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., Md. 
1896 Rev. Bishop J. A. Handy, D. D., Kan. 
1896 Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Pa. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace Radclitfe, D. D., D.C. 
1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1896 Rt. Rev. Henry Y.Satterlee, D.D., D.C. 

1897 Rev. Bishop J. F. Hurst, D. D., D. C. 
1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 



J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 18^ 1898, 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

In the absence of the Right Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D., Presi- 
dent, Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Vice-President, called the meeting to 
order, and on his nomination the Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., 
was elected Chairman. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 19, 1897, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Reginald Fendall, Dr. William W. Godding, and Mr. J. 
Ormond Wilson were appointed a Committee on Credentials, and 
the committee reported the following-named delegates appointed 
for the year 1898 : 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Rev. 
Charles E. Milnor, and Mr. John Walsh Dulles. 

Maryland Colonization Society. — Mr. George W. S. Hall and Mr. 
Edward T. Jones. 

Maasnchitsetts Colonization Society. — Rev. Daniel Dulany Addi- 
son. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Mr. Reg- 
inald Fendall, Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, 
D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Whereupon, on motion of Dr. Godding — 

Resohedf That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Moard. 

On motion of Mr. Addison, the Hon. Isaac T. Smith was re- 
ceived to represent the New York State Colonization Society, and 
Prof. O. F. Cook, agent of the same, the Rev. H. B. Frissell, 
LL. D., Principal of the Hampton Normal and Industrial Insti- 
tute, and the Rev. Julius E. Grammer, a vice-president of the 
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Society, were invited as visitors to take seats with the Board and 
participate in its discussions. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 

Committee on Education and Foreign Relations. — Mr. Addison, 
Dr. Godding, and Mr. Burton. 

Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Hall, Dr. Godding, 
and Mr. Wilson. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies, — Mr. Dulles, Mr. 
Milnor, and Mr. Jones. 

Committee on Emigration. — Mr. Burton, Dr. Godding, and Mr. 
Addison. 

On motion — 

Rewlved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Hall, Mr. Dulles, and Mr. Addison were appointed the 
committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-first Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and disburse- 
ments for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also a state- 
ment of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report, just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so niucli of them as re- 
lates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion— 

The Board took a recess to give the members an opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization 
Society. 

The Board reconvened at 2.15 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Hall, Chairman of the Committee to Nominate an Exec- 
utive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following 
report, which was adopted unanimously : 

The Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. I)., Mr. 
Reginald Fendall, Dr. William W. Godding, Judge Charles C. 
Nott, Rev. A. J. Huntington. D. D., Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, and 
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Rev. Alexander Mackay-Smith, D. D., vice Rev. Bishop John F. 
Hurst, D. D., resigned. 

Secretary, — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer. — Mr. Reginald Fendall. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That the appointment of Mr. Henry T. Buell as general agent 
of this Society be continued for another year upon the present tenns. 

Mr. Hall, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Accounts 
and Finance, presented and read the following report, and it was, 
on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectfully report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
January 1 to December 31, 1897, and the vouchers for the disbursements, 
and find the same correct ; and that they have examined the evidences 
of property belonging to the Society for its own use and in trust, and find 
that they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

Mr. Dulles, Chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

Your Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies report that at this 
meeting Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Massachusetts are represented by 
delegates. The New York State Colonization Society, not auxiliary to 
this Society, is represented by Mr. Isaac T. Smith, as a visitor, and Prof. 
O. F. Cook, kfffitii of the New York Society, the Rev. H. B. Frissell, D. D., 
Principal of the Hampton Normal and Industrial Institute, and the Kev. 
Julius E. Grammer, I). D., a vice-president of thia Society, are also pres- 
ent as visitors. 

Your committee understands how much easier it is to make suggestions 
than to carry them out, yet your Committee renew the suggestion pre- 
viously made : 

That the incoming Executive Committee endeavor to ascertain the views 
of the various auxiliary societies, particularly in regard to tlie imi)ortant 
matters of education and emigration, and that they endeavor to formulate 
some plan by which all of the So<'ietie8 can have their interest quickened 
and eflTective work increased. 

Mr. Burton, Chairman of the Committee on Emigration, made 
the following report, which was accepted : 

Nothing has occurred since our last Annual Meeting that requires special 
notice. Only one person has been sent out to Liberia, a Mr. Massey, a 
graduate of Lincoln University, who has taken a position as teacher in 
that country. 
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The International Migration Society of Birmingham, Alabama, has an- 
nounced its intention to send out another shipload of emigrants in a few 
months. 

Mr. Addison, Chairman of the Committee on Education and 
Foreign Relations, made the following report: 

Your committee b^s leave to report that in its opinion the subject of 
education in Liberia is one of the most important that can come before 
the Society, fhe Annual Report has referred very wisely to the advan- 
tages of schools in the Negro Republic. 

Education among the Negroes of late years in America has been ex- 
tended to include industrial education by the establishment of industrial 
institutes. 

It is the opinion of your committee that the establishment of an indus- 
trial institution in Liberia wherein the people can be taught the modern 
ways of farming, the use of tools, and the best methods of developing 
their resources would be of inestimable value to Liberia. Your commit- 
tee hopes that the different Colonization Societies with funds for educa- 
tion may unite their efforts for the establishment of industrial education 
in Liberia in connection with colonization. 

On invitation of the Board, Professor Cook read the following 
paper : 

The work of investigation and preparation in which this Society has 
latterly operated jointly with the New York State Colonization Society is 
ended. While much remains to be done in elaborating and publishing 
the scientific results of our several visits to Liberia, a report upon the 
more immediately practical subjects of education and colonization can be 
offered today. It b fitting, and in a sense necessary, that this general 
statement should come first before the American Colonization Society, 
which, by reason of its liistorical and parental relation to the civilization 
now existing in Liberia, pc^ssesses the key which must unlock the present 
critical and complicated situation before any philanthropic enterprise 
can proceed with advantage or facility. Continued inactivity on the part 
of this Society must in the future, as in the past, be an almost insur- 
mountable obstacle in the way of other friends of Liberia. 

** What is the Colonization Society doing?" is usually the first question 
asked by those sufficiently interested to give the matter a hearing. " Has 
the Colonization Society forgotten us ? " is the Liberian version of the 
same inquiry. It is now over six years since colonization has been sus- 
pended. This is interpreted in America as a confession of failure, in 
Liberia as an abandonment of responsibility. 

While colonization is looked upon as a demonstrated failure, education 
and other philanthropic undertakings can have little hope of interest or 
support. In other words, Liberia is coming again to be looked upon as a 
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mission field merely, rather than a base of operations for the spread of 
civilization and Christianity. 

Such wide currency has been given to numerous reports of hardship, 
disaster, and death as the portion of colonists in Liberia that even 
friends have despaired ; but that true friends of humanity will drop the 
matter here is impossible. In advising and assisting in the emigration 
of Negroes from this country the Colonization Societies have incurred a 
responsibility such that a mistake could honorably be remedied only by 
restitution. 

Sentiments of ordinary humanity and justice have resulted in the 
strongest condemnation and even suggestions of the legal punishment for 
those who have assisted in leading their fellows into the misery and mis- 
fortune which have been pictured in many published reports and narra- 
tives of returning emigrants. A few thousand civilized American negroes 
have been scattered along some four hundred miles of the West African 
coast and exposed to the certain deterioration of contact with millions of 
barbarous heathen. The love of liberty took them there, they say, and 
it may keep them there ; but we must not forget that they went out to be 
the pioneers of a civilization in the full expectation that other thousands 
were to follow them, and that the fostering care and wisdom of the Col- 
onization Society would stand between them and permanent disaster. I 
submit, then, that if colonization is to be abandoned the people of Liberia 
should be definitely informed, that those who wish to do so should have 
the opportunity of returning to this country, or at least that those who 
are holding the frontiers of civilization against an overwhelming heathen- 
dom may not longer strive and hope in vain for the promised thousands 
who will never come. If the current reports are the whole truth, there 
is scarcely an alternative. To the general public the recent history of the 
Society is a sufficient admission, and even those who have the adminis- 
tration of trust funds donated by colonizationists of former days for educa- 
tion in Liberia take in manv cases the view that colonization haa been 
and should remain abandoned, and we have left only the forlorn hope of 
attempting to turn to paths of progress and build up to an advanced civili. 
zation the Liberian remnant which remains afler decades of neglect and 
privation endured in the unequal struggle with wild nature and wilder 
men. Such an undertaking is wholly missionary in its nature, and does 
not offer hope of practical success, appreciable influence, or permanent 
benefit. The present population of Liberia is too poor, too scattered, and 
has^tood too long aside from the path of progress to give ground for 
reasonable hope of practical success. The missionary may possibly save 
souls, but he will scarcely build a civilization. 

This I have tried to make a fair statement of one view of the situation, 
with its appropriate logical consequences for the present and future. It 
is the view held generally by those who have compared Liberia with the 
white civilization of New England. All excellence is indeed relative; 
but such a comparison as the present is neither just nor pertinent, and 
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here lies perhaps the chief difficulty in estimating fairly the condition and 
prospects of Liberia. The splendid dreams of her founders, her organ- 
ization as an independent sovereignty with the forms, paraphernalia, 
and officers of a republican government, the self-satisfied and sometimes 
obstreperous and pretentious patriotism of some of her citizens, seem all 
to challenge this comparison with the more advanced States of Europe 
and America, with a general result at once ludicrous and pitiable. 

There are, however, two other comparisons which I wish to institute 
as affording a second view of the whole matter. The first is for the pur- 
pose of estimating Liberia's position in the series of African colonies of 
European powers. The English colonies are without doubt the best gov- 
erned and most prosperous on the West. Coast. Military strength has 
kept the native populations quiet at least within a certain radius of the 
more important posts, and the result has been the growth of several large 
trading centers, such as Freetown, Accra, Cape Coast Castle, and Lagos. 
The apparent prosperity of such places is much greater than appears at 
any point in Liberia; but, when one comes to look for civilization ex- 
pressed in land under cultivation, comfortable houses, family life, and 
enlightened public opinion, Liberia, with all her deplorable weakness 
and retarded development, is so far ahead of any other part of tropical 
Africa that more particular comparison is quite unnecessary. I am not 
comparing Monrovia with the towns mentioned, but the agricultural pro- 
ductive communities of Liberia with those of the European colonies. 
From all accounts it will be entirely safe to say that in no colony is there 
a tithe of the civilization to be found in Liberia, the European popula- 
tion being in both cases excepted. These facts, together with the gen- 
erally admitted natural advantages of Liberia, indicate that there is no 
other point which offers readier access or promises greater results for 
philanthropic effort in tropical Africa. 

The second comparison to be drawn is between these same agricultural 
districts of Liberia and those of the Southern States. Here again there 
is no uncertainty. A careful examination of a typical or somewhat su- 
perior southern community brought me to the surprised realization that 
the average Liberian citizen is, from his standpoint, entirely justified in 
his belief in his success and his resulting self-satisfaction. Many Liberian 
coffee-planters have placed themselves in a financial and social position 
equaling that of their former masters in the South, and some settlements 
have, as a whole, succeeded in all probability far beyond any southern 
negro community of equal size. In the town refeiTed to, with a popula- 
tion of about 2,000, two thirds black, there was only one Negro whose 
material prosperity would stand comparison with the first 50 heads of 
families in any Liberian farming community of the same size, and in the 
more strictly rural district surrounding this Alabama town the whole pop- 
ulation, white and black together, would fare scarcely better. In a drive 
of several miles in the country, I saw no white farmer's house which 
would compare with many belonging to Liberian planters in the St. Paul's 

4 
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River region. The difference was bo striking that careful compilations 
and laborious estimates were entirely unnecessary. There could not be 
ihe slightest doubt that colonists in Liberia had far surpassed in material 
prosperity the agricultural part of their race in this country. Of city 
populations we have in Liberia practically none, while in America th ; 
comparatively rare cases of individual wealth achieved by negroes is more 
than overbalanced by the degradation and criminality of the slum popu- 
lation so rapidly accumulating. 

This brings us to the realization, then, that from the standpoint of the 
southern Negro colonization has been a conspicuous and indubitable suc- 
cess. Why, then, has colonization fallen off, and even been given up by 
its friends as an iridescent dream ? Why do so many writers on the race 
question dismiss colonization as an ideal but impractical, or at least an 
impracticable, solution ? How can the same enterprise be at once an in- 
dubitable success and a demonstrated failure ? To read this riddle we 
must make a few distinctions. I have said that colonization was sus- 
pended six years ago. Tluit was incorrect. I should have said fifteen, 
twenty, or thirty years ago. The exact date is uncertain, but the practical 
suspension took place when success passed out of the reach of the average 
immigrant. Colonization was practiced by Ashmun and his immediate 
successors, and succeeded so well that the whole problem appeared to be 
solved, with the result that colonization was gradually discontinued till the 
barest work of emigration remained, and that is what ceased six years ago. 
I have seen, in Ashmun 's handwriting, a bill of fare for a week for the 
colonists of a new settlement, and other details were given equally care- 
ful attention. This is the secret of the success and failure of the coloniza- 
tion. For the last decades not only the bills but the fare has been laigely 
absent Instead of careful and experienced^advice and oversight, there 
has been gross neglect of every needful precaution ; food, shelter, medi- 
cine, water, tools, and all other requisites of a successful beginning have 
been generally wanting to the neglected and ignorant emigrants. They 
have not had even the solace of good advice. It doubtless appeared to 
the Society, as it certainly did to some of its officers, that the work once so 
efficiently begun by its early agents would be able to perpetuate itself; but 
this hope was and will remain a vain one. Giudual additions to colonies 
already established might be made by judicious management, with merely 
careful oversight from the agents of the Society, but in opening each new 
colony the pioneer work must be repeated. The Society may accumulate 
valuable experience, and hence be able to operate at increasing advantage ; 
but the forest will be there, and to the colonists it will be a new country. 
No reasonable precaution may be relaxed, for health and life itself no less 
than material success depend upon continued care and watchfulness dur- 
ing, at least, the first year. Under favorable conditions and with a hope- 
ful future in sight, the colonists will strive and thrive, for these terms are 
synonymous in Liberia as elsewhere. Without such conditions coloniza- 
tion has never succeeded and we have no reason to think it ever will. 



THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 27 

To create them will not be a work of vast expense, but of sympathetic 
comprehension of the difficalties and a thorough organization for attend* 
ing to the numberless details. The more intelligent of the colonists will 
soon be able to assist us, but efficient direction must be always at hand. 

This practical assistance and careful direction of the newly arriyed im- 
migrant is the central idea of colonization. This he cannot by any means 
famish for himself, and this Society should supply it. The Negroes of 
the United States are no longer empty-handed f reedmen. They pay taxes 
on ^300,000,000. Those who are worthy of the attention of this Society 
can pay their passage to Liberia and have a balance which they should be 
assisted to keep and apply in permanent improvements on their fitrms. 

In short, for new settlements we must have carefully selected emigrants 
with a small amount of cash capital. The Society must realize that they 
are not experienced travelers, and arrange that they take with them a 
proper outfit for their new life, and see that they have decent and com- 
fortable accommodations on their voyage to Liberia. On arrival there they 
should be taken at once to the Society's fieirm and given something to do 
which will enable them to earn their food and shelter, so as not to draw 
upon their reserve funds. On this farm they will learn to cultivate and 
make use of the native food crops, become acclimatized and accnslmned 
to their new home. They will have time to select their land and begin 
the first improvements, and thus avoid danger fh>m exposnre. Necessary 
supplies and building materials must be on hand for sale to colonists at 
low prices. There must be a carpenter, blacksmith, and other trades 
represented, with their tools and other fiEu^ilities for work. There must 
be a doctor, a church, and a school. 

The present time is most opportune for bringing to one focus all the in- 
terest and resources existing for education and colonization in Liberia. 
The boards in Boston and New York hold funds for education which it is 
proposed to apply for industrial work at Mt. Coffee, and the surrounding 
region offers the finest available field for the opening of a new settlement. 
The farm, shops, and school work should be organized together on an in- 
dustrial basis similar to that of Hampton, and the work of colonization 
would lend early and practical importance to such an educational under- 
taking. The Board of Trustees of Liberia College has also approved this 
plan and authorized the establishment at Mt. Coffee of an industrial 
preparatory school, the industrial plan implying no intention of limiting 
proficient students who may wish to secure a more liberal literary and 
scientific education. 

To secure the equipment and 8up))ort of such a school is likely to prove 
a hopeless task if colonization is not to be revived, and to revive coloniza- 
tion by securing a better class of emigrants is likewise impossible unless 
they can be assured of educational facilities for their children. Schools, 
like steamboats and railroads, are but corollaries of colonization, not sep- 
arate propositions. A properly organized and adequately supported colo- 
nization movement is the key to the whole difficult problem. To colonize 
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we must, after all, colonize. We have, perhaps, been thinking that ezplo- 
ration, ^old mines, scientific collections, newspaper articles, magazines, 
public interest, and even politics each or all together would relieve us of 
the responsibility of colonizing or in some mysterious way bring about that 
desired end. We must confess that all this is self-deception. If all the 
remedies ever proposed were to be placed ready at hand— our steamships, 
our railroads, our stores, our schools — colonization would, indeed, be im- 
mensely facilitated, but it would still be a work beyond the facilities. As 
it is now, we must colonize as we go and increase the facilities as rapidly 
as possible. It is true that the capital necessary to inaugurate a compre- 
hensive plan is not now in the hands of the organized agencies of coloni- 
zation, but neither have the available funds proved adequate for practical 
measures of any kind. If an increase of resources is hoped, it is evidently 
of the highest importance that all existing interests be united to the ex- 
tent, at least, of practical cooperation. There is room for the exercise of 
the particular wishes of those with special interest in some phase of the 
subject, while many are certainly waiting only to realize that colonization, 
instead of a demonstrated failure, was a success under conditions far more 
difficult than today. All the progress that the world has made since 1820 
is to our advantage. Inventions of all kinds, from canned meats to bicy- 
cles, may be turned to important account. Instead of a rare sailing ship 
two ocean steamers a week call at Monrovia. Here are our advantages, 
but here, likewise, our danger. In those days West Africa was a forlorn 
and neglected part of creation — not considered worth the claiming by the 
European powera. Now the three most powerful covet this only remain, 
ins: piece of coast line possessed by Negroes. Colonization is still a pos- 
sibility, but how long will it so remain? No Monroe doctrine protects 
this colony of our Republic, and a trifling incident like that recently re- 
ported from Hayti might any day give the long-sought pretense for inter- 
ference and annexation on the part of France, Germany, or England. 
Only lately France abstracted a large fraction of Liberian territory and 
imposed a shameful treaty. Does sentiment prevent the completion of 
her work? This Colonization Society constitutes the American interest 
in Liberia. Though in nominal possession of half the territory of that 
country, the Society's interests appeared so entirely sentimental that our 
(jovernment would not even protest against the unjust French aggres- 
sion. Can this sentimental interest be made real, material, financial? 
On this may depend at an early day the political future of Liberia. 

In conclusion I may express the hope, born of six years of study of 
Liberia, that the American Colonization Society will today take action 
looking toward the following ends : 

1. The practical unification of all philanthropic effort and resources 
now devoted to Liberia. 

2. The assumption by this Society of its responsibilities and privileges 
as virtual owner of half of the unoccupied land of Liberia. 

3. The resumption of the practical work of colonization., with all that 
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this implies in the way of financial, commercial, agricultural, and educa- 
tional activity. Such an enterprise at the present day need not be the 
enormously expensive undertaking it has sometimes been represented, 
but under careful management might become, if not self-supporting, at 
least partially so. 

Finally, I believe that such action on the part of this Society would 
result in an early revival of interest among all former friends of the cause, 
and gain, in addition, the adherence of numerous and influential Amer- 
ican patriots and philanthropists. 

ESTIMATE OF EXPENSES. 

The minimum staff by which an industrial preparatory school could be 
conducted at Mt. Coffee is as follows : 

Principal $1,200 

Assistant principal 1,000 

Two teachers at $600 1,200 

Steward 600 

Farm manager 600 

Average total traveling expenses 1 ,200 

Ten industrial assistants — carpenters, masons, blacksmiths, < 
tailors, shepherds, foremen, cooks, laundresses, etc., at an aver- 
age cash expense of $200 each 2,000 

$7,800 

Buildings and plant necessary for conducting such a school at Mt. Coffee 
can be furnished at about the following cost: 

Houses to shelter 100 people $10,000 

School-rooms 1,000 

Dining-room and kitchen oOQ 

Carpenter shop and equipment 700 

Blacksmith shop 300 

Laundry and facilities 300 

Tailor shop 200 

Farm buildings and machinery 1,500 

Purchase of domestic animals 1 ,000 

Clearing and fencing 1,000 

$16,500 

In addition to existing agencies, the work of colonization will require 
when in efficient operation the following staff: 

General agent $3,000 

Traveling expenses 1,000 

Assistant agent 1 ,500 

Traveling expenses 500 



80 EIGHTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF 

Cfivil en^neer (surveyor) $1,500 

Traveling expenses 500 

Field expenses 500 

Doctor 1,000 

Traveling expenses 600 

Bayer or outfitter in America 1,000 

Kkel^r}-!-'^- { ^ 

$12,000 

The plant necessary for conducting colonization in Liberia will consist, 
in addition to what has been provided for in the school estimates, merely 
of buildings sufficient to shelter the emigrants on arrival, it being under- 
stood that only such persons are to be taken under the care of the Society 
as emigrants as are provided with cash resources of a minimum of $200 
for adults and $100 for children. 

Neither the school nor the colonization enterprise can be put into com- 
plete operation for at least three years, and meantime it is estimated that 
by the temporary combination of some of the duties of some of the 
officers of the staff and the assistance of such students and emigrants as 
may be enlisted the plant can be put into operation at about the yearly 
expense which will be require<1 to conduct it when in complete working 
order — that is, with a yearly expenditure of about $20,000, which may 
be looked upon as the amount which should be furnished by what w^ould 
constitute an endowment of colonization in the wider sense of the tenn. 
It is believed that the work of colonization may be conducted so as to 
utilize the assistance of the colonists and their financial resources for the 
expansion of the movement without the necessity of greatly increasing 
the endowment referred to above. This plan does not involve any 
attempt at promoting a general exodus from the United States, but is pre- 
sented with the belief that colonization may be carried on as rapidly as 
would be for the ])ractical good of the colonists in particular and of the 
Negroes of the United States in general, at an annual expense approxi- 
mating $20,000, in addition to the resources in money and work which 
the colonists can themselves furnish. It is further confidently expected 
that by the means indicated Liberia would soon come to be generally 
recognized as offering material advantages for the emigrant from the 
United States, and that the facilities necessary for her prosperous de- 
velopment, such as railroads and direct steam communication with the 
United States, would become early possibilitioj*. 

On invitation, the Rev. Dr. Frissell addressed the Board as 
follows : 

Some weeks since 1 was waited u]>on by a conitniltee of the board of 
trustees in Boston who have in charge the funds the interest of which 
has been devoted for some years to the support of the college at Monrovia 
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in Liberia. These gentlemen were anxious to know whether I thought 
that it was practicable to start in connection with Liberia College a work 
for that country similar to that which Hampton has performed among 
the Negroes of this country. 

Yon are aware that the Hampton school has sent out in the last thirty 
years about 6,000 young people, who have received some instruction in 
the English branches, together with training in agriculture and domestic 
arts. The results of its work are shown in the transformation of the 
Negroes of the whole counties where its graduates and ex-students have 
gone — the buying of land, the building of homes, schools, and churches, 
the improvement of the relations between whites and bla<!ks, and the 
great reduction in the number of criminals. A number of industrial 
schools have been the direct outgrowth of Hampton's work, the largest 
of which was established at Tuskegee, Alabama, where 1,000 young 
Negroes are being educated in habits of industry and self-help under the 
care of Booker T. Washington, Hampton's most distinguished graduate, 
the foremost man of his race, and the forty other Hampton graduates 
which the school has sent to his aid. 

It was thought by the members of the Boston committee that a similar 
school might be established with good results in Liberia. After consul- 
tation with the president of your Society, the Right Rev. Henry C. Pot- 
ter, of New York, and your secretary, Mr. J. Ormond, Wilson, of this 
city, I recommended to the Boston gentlemen the support of the work 
established by Prof. 0. F. Cook at Mount Coffee, in Liberia, to which 
some of their funds had already been appropriated. Professor Cook 
visited Hampton before going to Liberia in 1891, and I have watched 
with interest his work ever since. 

Although Hampton has always strongly believed that it was possible 
for industrious and intelligent young Negroes properly trained to make 
their way to success in this country, and has looked with distrust upon 
many of the schemes of wholesale emigration by which Negroes unfit to 
care for themselves in this country have been exposed to the greater dif- 
ficulties which must surround them in an uncivilized and undeveloped 
country, yet no one laboring for the Negroes in the United States can fail 
to believe that they are to have some important relation to their brethren 
in the dark Continent. 

Hampton has already sent several of its graduates to Africa. One of 
them, W. H. Schofleld, who had gained some knowledge of blacksmith- 
ing and agriculture and the rudiments of an English education, though 
he went to Africa under most unfavorable circumstances, under the 
auspices of a missionary enterprise conspicuous for its unwisdom, has yet 
made his way, opened a blacksmith shop at Bassa, where he has trained 
a number of apprentices, started a coffee farm, which is now making a 
good yield, an<l has built the only iron bridge in Liberia. I believe that 
there are other young Negroes who have received training at Hampton 
and its outgrowths who would be glad to do the same sort of work that 
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Schofield has done, and I believe that if Professor Cook is allowed to 
carry out his schemes he will provide a place where a picked number of 
young Negroes from America can obtain an opportunity for six months 
to support tliemselves, while they are learning with a physician's care 
to cope with the fever and the malarial conditions, and under proper 
oversight can be taught how to prepare the food of the country and culti- 
vate its soil. 1 see no reason why they should not be fitted to go out and 
do in Liberia what they have done in the black districts of the South — 
establish homes and cultivate farms, which shall be object-lessons to the 
A fro- Americans and native population of Liberia, and help to improve 
the moral, social, political, and industrial conditions of the country. 

I am informed bv Professor Cook, who seems to me to have made a 
most thorough investigation of the country and to have brought to us by 
his words and photographs information which we have long desired to 
possess as to its soil, climate, people and government, that there are now 
20,000 of these A fro- Americans and their descendants living upon land 
of their own which they are cultivating with their own hands, a larger 
number of civilized people, as he believes, than can be found in this con- 
dition in all the rest of Tropical Africa. If he shall be enabled with his 
helpers — some of whom I have had the pleasure of meeting— to clear 
more of the 2,000 acres at Mount Coffee, erect the necessary buildings, 
gather in the children of the Afro-American population of Liberia at the 
same time that he gives necessary training to picked colonists from Amer- 
ica, 1 do not see why he should not be able to do for Central Africa what 
Dr. Stewart in his undenominational school at Lovedale, of which Mr. 
Brice in his recent book speaks in highest terms, has done for South 
Africa. To one who has read Mr. John Fiske's most interesting book on 
** Old Virginia and its Neighbors," it is clear that it was a long, weary time 
before the English accomplished in Virginia what has already been ac- 
complished by the Colonization Society in Liberia. It is very much to 
be doubted whether the A fro- Americans in Liberia and their helpers in 
this country have made as many mistakes as did the Anglo-Saxons in the 
Old Dominion and their supporters in England. I congratulate the So- 
ciety on the new opportunities for usefulness which seem now to open up 
to it and shall be glad to do anything in my power to help establish an- 
other Hampton in Liberia. 

Professor Cook's paper was further discussed by the Rev. Mr. 
Addison, the Rev. Dr. G rammer, Mr. Dulles, Dr. Godding, Mr. 
Smith, and Mr. Burton. 

On motion of Mr. Burton — 

Professor Cook was requested to furnish a copy of his paper 
and the Rev. Dr. Frissell a copy of his address for publication 
in the Annual Report. 
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On motion of the Rev. Mr. Addison, it was — 

Resolved, That the reix)rt of tlie Committee on Education be referred to 
the Executive Committee, and that they be asked to correspond with the 
different Colonization Societies and appropriate money for the establish- 
ment of an industrial school in Liberia; also that the Executive Commit- 
tee orjjanize public meetinjjs in various cities for the stirring up of interest 
both in industrial education and colonization. 

On motion of Mr. Burton — 

The Executive Committee were requested to confer with Pro- 
fessor Cook when considering the propositions contained in his 
paper. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Grammer — 

That portion of the Annual Report which criticised the past 
action of the United States Government in the matter of ap- 
pointments of ministers resident and consuls general to Liberia 
and secretary of legation without due regard to their qualifica- 
tions for these offices and the manner in which they had gen- 
erally discharged the duties of their offices was stricken out and 
the following substituted therefor: 

It is a matter of deep regret that the commercial relations of Liberia 
and the United States have not been productive of greater material ad- 
vantages to both, and it is hoped that the official representatives of the 
United States may be advised that the American Colonization Society 
earnestly appeals to tliem to encourage a larger exchange of commodities 
and in bringing the people of the two countries into more intelligent sym- 
pathy with the work of the Society. 

It is also hoped that in selecting such agents on the part of the Uniteil 
States reference may be had to their special fitness for this purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the 
Executive Committee for publication. 

The Rev. Mr. Addison pronounced the benediction. 

Adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, Se(retary. 
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An Act of the Legislature of Maryland, passed March 22, 1837, eixtltled 
^^ An Act to Incorporate the American Voloinzation Society. " 

WnEKKASjbyan Act of tlie General AssomLly of Maryland, entitled 
*^ An Act to Incftrpornte the American Vof(mizati(m Socirty,'^ i)as<ed at Decem- 
ber scs.sion, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, chai)ter one hundrcnl and 
eit:hty-nine, the said Society was incor])urated with certain powcM's; And 
wliereas it is represent^^d to this General As8(;nil)ly that the ri-ditn and 
interests of said Society have been material ly injured, and are likely to 
sutVer further injury, by certain all(\ire<l omis^sions on the part of si: id 
Society to give eiiiciency to said Act : Therefore — 

StCTioN 1. Be it enactexl hi/ the General Assrinhlf/ of Mnn/famL That John C. IIcrlnil, 
Piiniel IMunai', Joseph K<'iu, Ezckicl F. CMjumbcrs, I)ani<l Jfiiift.r, (j<'r)rti»' ('. \V:is|iiii;i;- 
loii, Virsxil Muxey, Zaot'hoiis ('i)llins Lfc, Al<'\;in(h'r lliui«lnll, Frarv'is S. Koy. WmU'T 
Jones, Kulph U. (iiirlcy, and Williiim W. S<>:ittMi, of the So'i'ty e:ilh'«l (he .\in<:'i iciin 
Society for ColoniziniT the free people of eolor ot the rmltul Stutfs, ainl ih<'ir sii''f<'.s-or-<, 
together willi sueh others eleet« d and qnalilied, as tile jirc^ent or fiiim-e (on^f iiiU ion, 
by-lfiwy, ordinances or reguhitions of said Soeirty, do or sliall h''r<'altcr jirt'-cnl"', >ha)l 
he, und they are hereby <;reated and deel:ired to I'e, a ho<ly polilir aiwl corporate, 1>.\' the 
name, style, and tid*- of Tlie American Cohini/.-ilion Society, and by that name shall 
have perpetual sue<'ession, and shall be able, tosueandl»e sued to plead and be ijn- 
pleuded, iJ»any eonrt of law or equity in this State, and may have and use a •■ommon 
seal, and the same may d<^'<troy, alter, or renew nt pleasure and shalliinve power to 
purfdiase, have, and ftijoy, to them and their sn(;<*essors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
leneraonts, or liereditanients, by tlm gilt, l)arjj:ain, sale, devise, or otlier act of any 
person or persons, body poliiie or corporate wliatsoe\cr; to take and rect ive :iny ^uni 
or surn.s of money, floods or chattel-^, that sliall be jriven, sold, or bet|ue:itlied to th( m 
in any manner whatsoever; to occupy, use. and enjoy, or sell, transf-r, or otherwise 
dispose of, ac'cordinir to the l>y-laws and ordinances re.L!;ulatin'.i the same, now or iiere- 
after to be preserilxMl.ab such lands, tenements or licr<'ditauicn(s, m«)ney. troo(h or chat- 
tels, :vs they shall de-t ermine to be most conducive to the colon i/^ati<>n, with their own con- 
tieiit, in Africa, of the fi'ce people of color residintr in tiie United Slates, and for no other 
uses or purposes whatsoever; and as soon after the passage of this Act a>< may be con- 
venient, to elect su(di oUicers as they or a majority of tlicm jiresent may deem proper, 
and to. in ilk*' and ordain such (!onst itutiiMi, liv-laws, ordinances, and re-.'ulatiotis a'^ may 
be necessary for the oriranization of th«' said Society ; and to repeal, alter, or amend the 
.same ; to prescribe the tirncB of meetiim, the c|Ualilications and terms <»f meinii -rsiii [>, 
and to do all su(di other acts and deeds a« they shall deem nei;essai y foi" r'-ciulatimr and 
mariasiititt the eoucerns of the said body corporate ; Provido'l, haicrrcr, 'Vlmt tic Com. 
stitution and laws of this State and of the United States, and this Act of Assenil'ly be 
not violated thereby. 

Sr.e. 2. And he if enacttyi, Thai for the olijeet aforesaid all proj)crty, real, ])er-.onai, 
and mixed, whether in action or possession, and all rights, credit, and demand-, owned, 
lield, or claimed, before this Act, by the said Society, and ad sudj proiH-rty, ri-iils. 
credits, and d<'mands as, were it nol for this Act, miurht hereafter be owned," held, or 
claimed by the ?-aid Society, shall vest, and are hcrel)y declared to vest, in the s.iitl lioijy 
corporate and its suecessDrs as fully and etleetnally as tie-y haveor cr>ul"l have vesteil 
in the said Society; and also that the said body cor|)oratt', and i(s successors, are hereliy 
declared to be as eom|)Iete|y and ertVctuallv lial»le and responsible fur all debts, .h'. 
niaiuls, and claims due now, or wiii(rh would hereafter be due, by the said Society, if 
this Act of incorporation had not been granted, as the said Society is now or would 
hereafter be so lial>le and rcspt>iisible for. 

Sk.c. .'I. Aiul hr. it. ennrfcd That the said body corporate, and its sui-ces^ors, sliall for- 
ever be inea]>able of holding in fccr less cstatt', real |)roi)erty in tlu; l'nite«l Stall's, the 
ly vabK' of which exceeds the sum of thirty thousand dollai's, or the yearly value 
."> miich thereof as may be m this St:ite ex<M>e.ls tiie sum of five thou-aiid di>l!ars. 
i-.e. 4. And hr H fnnr ted, 'V\uiii\\o Ad hereinbelere mentioned of the 'Jcneral \s> m- 
of Maryland, ehapi'-r one hiindriMl and ei'j:lity-nini', of 1 )ecenib(M- se--ion, ei'.xiite.:n 
I lied and thirty-onejM> and the suukms li<'reby repe del: Snviii<!<riiil 1 1 .<< i va'fj, /■on > rcr, 
ic persons incorporated by -aid .\et, and to the .\mcrican roloni/.ation So-i •ty, all 
rights and powers conferred by said .\ct, so tar as ihe same nuiy l»e ncc'<-;iry lor 
x-eovery. posses-ion holding, (»r enjoyment of any proper! v. real. ])er>on.iI or ui i \ed, 
e in action or fraiiciiise of any descrii'tion whatsoever, wliich ni.iy hav( b.-.-ri inrc- 
•e given, uranted, devised, or beipieathed to or otherwi-c ac<|uirvd \tx the said per- 
«, or any of ihem. or to or by the American Coloni/atiini Society. 

". .'». And he it e:/tar/nl. That this At t, and the powers and privileges granted thereby, 
be at any time repealed, modiiitMl, amemied, or <dianged at the discretion of tllc 
— -I A.sseiiiblj'. 



CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 



American ColoiNizatiOxN Society. 



Organized January 1, 1817. Incorporated March 22, 1837. 



Article 1. This Society shall be called The American CJolonization 
Societv. 

m 

ARTicr.E 2. The objects of this Society shall be to aid the Colonization 
uf AiVica by vohmtary colored emigrants from tlie United Stutes, and to 
promote there the extension of Christianity and civilization. 

Artici.k ?>. Kvery citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the fnnds of the Society the snm of one dollar shall be a member of the 
Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who slmll 
have i)aid the sum of thirty dollai-s shall l>e a member for life; and any 
citizen j)aying the sum of one thousand dollai*s shall be a director for life. 
Foreijrners may be made members by a vote of the Society or of the 
Directors. 

AirncLR 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washington on the third 
Tucsduy in January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. 
At the annual meetinjj: a President and Vice-Presidents shall be chosen, 
wlio shall perform the duties ap[)ropriate to those olficers. 

Article 5. There shall be a Board of Di rectors composed of the Directors 
for life and of Delegates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each of 
such Societies shall be entitled to one Delegate and an additional Delegate 
for every two hundred dollars i>aid into the treasury of this Society within 
the year ending im the ^ilst of December: Provided, That no Auxiliary 
shall be entitled to more than four Delegates in any one year. 

AiiTiCLi: (). The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a 
rre;isurer and an ICxccutive (Vnnmitteeof seven pei"sons ; all of whom shall, 
ex-ojUcio, be members of the Board. The President of the Society shall 
also be a Director, e.v-ojficio, and President of the Board ; but in his absence 
at any meeting a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 

AkticFvi: 7. The l:>oard of Directors shall meet in Washington, at twelve 
o'clock M., on the third Tues<lay of January in each year, and at such other 
times ami |)laces as it shall ai>i>oint, or at the re(piest of the Executive 
Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Societies com- 
municated to the ('orres|>onding Secretiiry. Seven directors shall form a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

AkticlkS. The Executive Couunittee shall meet according to its own 
a])i>ointment or at the call of the Secretary. This Committee shall have 
discretional y power to transact the Imsiness of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations as are found in its charter, in its Constitution, and in the 
votes that have been passed, or may hereafter l)e passed, by the Board of 
Directoi*s. The Secretary and Treasurer shall \ye memljers of the Com- 
mittee, c.r-oth'rio, Avith the riL'ht to delil>erate, but not to vote. The Com- 
miUee is authorized to fill all vacancies in its own body, to appoint a 
Secretary or Treasurer, whenever such otlices are vacant, and to appoint 
and direct such AiK^ntsas may be necessary for the service of the Society. 
At every annual meeting tlu? ( •ommittee shall report their doings to the 
Society and to tlie Board of Dinn-tors. 

AKTi(ij:t>. This Constitution may be amended U])on a proposition to 
that ell'ect, made and apja-c^ved at any meeting of the Board of Directors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies represented in the Board of 
Dire<'tors, tiansmitterl to the Secretary and }>iiblished in the olhcial paj)er 
of the Society three months before tlie annual meeting; provided such 
amendment receive the sanction of two-thirds of the Board at its next 
annual meeting. 
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THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY 



Premdettt : 
Rev. JULIUS E. GRAMMEli, D. D. 

* * * 

BXBCXTTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Rev. Byuon Sukdkrlani>, D. D., Cinumiun, 

Dr, William W. (todding. Kev. Ai.EXANDitit MACKAV-SMiTif, L>. D. 

Rev, A. J. HuNTiNuToK, X>. D. Mr. James L. NoitRis. 

Mr. J. Ormokt) Wilson. Mr. JosKi'tf J. Dakwngton. 

^ Secretary: ' , . 

Mr« J. OnJkfoxD WiiJioN. 

* 

TieaifHrer : . . - 

Mr. Jamks IJ. No KRIS. 

FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I pive and l>e(iik*ath to Tnii Ameuican Colonization yocii-n^v the 
sum of (iolljii"s. 

(If tlie be<]netst is of i>erHonHl or real estate, ho tlescril^e it that it 
can 1)6 easily identified, i . 

m ■ *• . 

EMIGRATION TO IiIBERIA. 

Persons Avisinnjr to eniljzrate to Liberia and <Ie,sirin^ information or 
assistance shouM addn»!»s *"Mr. J. Onnoud WiLson, Serrelary -of the 
American Colonization j^ociety. Colonization Rooms, 400 Pennsylvania 
Avenue X. W.; Wju^hiii'rtoD, D. C, "giving their naim\«, a;;cs, and ciik-niu- . 
stances. Ap])Iications for a>si.stance have become ^^o numerous that tlie 
Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things l>eing equal, 
to those who will pay the most toward the co^t of their patftrage and 
settlement in Lil>eria. 

BULLETINS OF INFORMA.TION. 

Bulletins (.)f inforniut ion are issue*! from time to time, a.*5('ircunJstanco6 
mav iiu^tifv, which contain the proccedinjjrs of the Society, imixjrlant in- 
formation and new« from Liberia, an<i movcMiicnts for theciviliziition and 
evan;jeli7ation of Africa. Tlicsc \>ill be sent, without chariie, i<x, the 
officers of the S(H'i<'ty, it> Auxiliaries, life members, and anuuni eonlnb- 
iUor^ of ten dollaiv and upwanl to the funds of the Society. Orders or 
remittances for these shonid b(» s(Mit to Mr. .1. Ormond \\'ils(Ui, 5?eCretary, 
(.'olonization Ilo(;nis. Washiuirton, 1). C. Paici:, 'J.') Ck^ts. 

Colonization Building, Nj. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue. Washington, D. C. 
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THE EIGHTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 



Since the last Annual Meeting of this Society, January 18, 
1898, a change in the office of its Treasurer and a filling of a 
vacancy in the membership of its Executive Committee have 
been rendered necessary by the death of Mr. Reginald Fendall, 
who was a member of its Executive Committee from January 11, 
1878, to the date of his demise, which occurred February 23, 
1898, and also its Treasurer from February 11, 1892, to the time 
of his death. 

The Executive Committee, under the provisions relating 
thereto, proceeded to fill these vacancies on March 19, 1898, by 
the election of Mr. James L. Norris, of Washington, D. C, as a 
member of the Executive Committee and also as Treasurer of 
the Society, which offices Mr. Norris accepted and has since 
discharged the duties of the same. 

Another change in the membership of the Executive Com- 
mittee was made at the meeting of the committee on December 
26, 1898, by accepting the resignation of Judge Charles C. Nott 
and electing to fill the vacancy Mr. Joseph J. Darlington, of 
Washington, D. C, who has accepted the office and acted on this 
committee. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

Two Bulletins, Nos. 12 and 13, of 96 pages each, have been 
prepared, published, and distributed during the past year. 

In these Bulletins it is our ])urpose to give the fullest and most 
reliable information about Liberia that can be obtained, and be- 
yond this instructive articles relating to the whole continent of 
Africa, as well as interesting discussions of the Negro problem in 
general. These two Bulletins contain quite as much reading 
matter as was published annually in the four numbers of the 

(3) 
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African Rcposiloin/, whicli they succeeded, and the new form of 
publication is better adapted to the present wants of the Society. 

The Bulletins are widely circulated among the Ne<j;ro students 
in the industrial and higher institutions of learning in this coun- 
try with the view of interesting them in the continent of their 
forefathers, and especially in Liberia. Some have already gone 
tliere and are doing good service, others are waiting on means 
to enable them to go, and still others are reading and studying 
the subject with much interest. 

A liberal distribution of these Bulletins is also made among 
the more prominent citizens of Liberia. In the scarcity of pub- 
lications in that country the Bulletin is highly appreciated, as it 
gives the best account of their own affairs available to Liberian 
readers. 

The correspondence of American Negroes from all parts of the 
country with the office is extensive. There are thousands who 
express an urgent desire to emigrate, but they have not the means 
to i)ay their own way, and a majority of them, by reason of ad- 
vanced age, number of dependent children, and illiteracy, are 
wholly disqualified for the cares and duties which would meet 
them at the threshold of a new country like Liberia. Most of 
them are largely dependent upon othera for employment and 
direction and have not the intelligence and character requisite 
for the life of a pioneer. 

EMIGRATION. 

The parties receiving pecuniary assistance in paying for a pas- 
sage to Liberia during the past year were the following : 

Mr. P. O. Gray, aged 30 years, teacher and farmer, from Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, August 13, 1898. 

The Rev. Joseph C. Sherrill, preacher and teacher, from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, December 17, 1898. 

Mr. Allan Yancey, farmer, from Augusta, Georgia, January 
14, 1899. 

The Society has information of a number of emigrants who 
have gone out and paid their own expenses, carrying with them 
the means to enable them to make a fair start after their arrival 
in Liberia. The number in this class of emigrants is believed 
to be increasing annually. 
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EDUCATION. 

The Hall Scliool at Harper, Cape Palnias, Graham fc?chool. 
No. 1, at Greenville, Since county, Graham School, No. 2, at 
Royesville, Montserrado county, and Graham School, No. 3, at 
Brewerville, Montserrado county, all of which are assisted hy 
this Society, have made regular reports, indicating their useful- 
ness in the communities where they are estahlished. These 
schools are attended by a good number of native African youths 
as well as by the children of the Americo-Liberians. The teacher 
of the Hall School reports an aggregate enrollment of 92 pupils 
during the year, of whom 31 pupils were children of native 
African parents. The school is graded into six classes, with 
studies ranging from the Primer to Algebra and Geometry. 

The *' Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D., Scholarship," supported 
by this Society, in Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, 
Georgia, was awarded for the year 1898 to Bezaleel V. Wilson, 
a native of Liberia. The Rev. Joseph C. Sherrill, who received 
this scholarship for the year 1897, is now on his way to Liberia 
to take charge of important pastoral and educational work in 
Monrovia. Thus it will be seen that the trust fund left to this 
Society by Dr. Mason is doing the work intended by its donor 
in a highly satisfactory manner. 

Our agent in Liberia, Mr. Julius C. Stevens, has continued 
the work of furnishing to the Liberians the best American school 
text-books and appliances at a price not exceeding the whole- 
sale cost in this country. He reports that on account of the 
hard times i)roduced by the great decline in the price of coffee 
the people have not been able to make as many purchases as 
they did the previous year. 

We note with gratification the new impulse given to the edu- 
cational work of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Liberia, 
under the lead of Bishop Hartzell, who was well known in the 
United States for many years previous to his appointment to 
the bishopric of Africa as the most efficient organizer and man- 
ager of the schools for the colored people supported by that 
church in the Southern States. He has already effected a thor- 
ough reorganization of the institution formerly known as *' Mon- 
rovia Seminary," provided courses of study for primary, second- 
ary, and higher grades ; employed the most competent teachers 
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to be obtained in this country, and changed the name of the 
institution to "The College of West Africa." The catalogue for 
1898 shows 119 students enrolled in the institution, of which 
number 73 were Americo-Liberians and 46 were native Africans. 
Some industrial education is provided for and payments for tui- 
tion and board are wisely arranged to meet the varied financial 
conditions of the patrons of the school. 

Immediately after the close of the last annual meeting, the 
Executive Committee, in com])liance with the request of the 
Board of Directors that they should " correspond with the dif- 
ferent Colonization Societies and appropriate money for the es- 
tablishment of an industrial school in Liberia,'' entered into 
correspondence with said societies, but the outcome failed to 
disclose sufficient means at their disposal to justify at present 
so large an undertaking as had been proposed. 

RESUME. 

A brief resum6 of the origin, objects, and work of the Society 
may not be out of place at this time. 

The idea of returning Africans to the home from which they 
had been forcibly wrested by slavery, and at the same time of 
making them the instruments through which Africa should be 
civilized and evangelized, appears to have had its origin toward 
the close of the last century. 

The Rev. Samuel Hopkins, D. D., and his neighbor, the Rev. 
Ezra Stiles, D. D., of Newport, Rhode Island, just before the 
Revolutionary war, devised a plan for educating Negroes to be 
sent out as missionaries to their fatherland, but their designs 
were frustrated by the war. 

Mr. Granville Sharp, the great English philanthropist, was the 
projector of the colony of Sierra Leone, founded in 1787 with 
the Negro slaves from America who were loyal to the Tories 
during our Revolutionary war, and at its close, when the Brit- 
ish army withdrew, some of them were taken to England and 
others were transported to the British province of Nova Scotia, 
where in both places they soon found themselves in a sorry 
plight. 

In 1787 Dr. William Thornton, afterward an active member 
of this Society, issued an address to the Negroes of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, inviting them to accompany him to the 
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West Coast of Africa, to there form a settlement. This effort was 
followed by no immediate practical results. 

From 1800 to 1805 the legislature of Virginia, in cooperation 
with James Monroe, the governor of the State, and Thomas 
Jefferson, the President of the United States, made an earnest 
effort to provide some way for the colonization in Africa of free 
Negroes and those that might be emancipated thereafter in 
Virginia. Their efforts were not successful. 

In 1815 Paul Cuffee, a free Negro of New Bedford, Massa- 
chusetts, who had shown marked ability as a business man, had 
acquired considerable property, and was the owner of a ship, 
carried out forty Negro colonists from Boston to Sierra I^one 
at an expense of $4,000, borne entirely by himself. 

It was his intention to continue in this what he considered 
philanthropic work for his race, but death occurred shortly 
after his first voyage. 

The immediate agent in organizing the American Coloniza- 
tion Society was the Rev. Robert Finley, D. D., a Presbyterian 
clergyman of Basking Ridge, New Jersey, who came to Wash- 
ington in December, 1816, for that express purpose and enlisted 
the interest and hearty cooi)eration of his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Elias B. Caldwell, then clerk of the United States Supreme Court 
and having a wide acquaintance with the prominent public 
men in Congress. Largely through the influence and activity 
of Mr. Caldwell, a small but notable meeting, Henry Clay being 
chairman and John Randolph of Roanoke a participant, was 
held at Davis s hotel, in Washington, December 21, 1816. At 
this preliminary meeting a committee was appointed to draft a 
constitution and rules for the government of a Colonization 
Society, and Mr. Randolph made an address in which he was 
reported to have said that '* it appeared to him that it had not 
been sufficiently insisted on, with a view to obtain the coopera- 
tion of all the citizens of the United States, not only that this 
meeting does not in anywise affect the question of Negro slavery, 
but, as far as it goes, must materially tend to secure the property 
of every master in the United States over his slaves." It was 
this ill-omened utterance of a solitary member of the Society, 
who appears to have taken very little if any part in its subse- 
quent proceedings, that afterwards gave the impracticable abo- 
litionists a text for the most vituperative and persistent assaults 
upon the Society and its purposes. 
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At an adjourned meeting held in the hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives December 28, a constitution and rules for a Society 
were reported by the committee and adopted. 

At a second adjourned meeting held at Davis's hotelJanuary 
1, 1817, the Hon. Bush rod Washington, a nephew of George 
Washington and an Associate Justice of the United States Su- 
preme Court, was elected President, in which capacity he served 
the Society for twelve years. The other officers were elected, and 
thus til is Society, fully organized with twenty-five members, was 
launched on that New Year day, eighty-two j^ears ago. 

It may be of interest to note here that the successor of Mr. 
Washington in the presidency was the venerable Charles Car- 
roll of Carrollton, one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, who was ninety-three years of age at the time of his 
election and served until his death, which occurred two years 
later. 

The founders of the Society were aware that the magnitude 
of this undertaking was apparently too large for private enter- 
prise, as we find that on the 14th day of the same January in 
which the organization was completed a niemorial was presented 
to Congress which sets forth that the ' memorialists are delegated 
by a numerous and highly respectable association of their fellow- 
citizens recently organized at the seat of Government to solicit 
Congress to aid with the ])ower, the patronage,and the resources of 
the country the great and beneficent object of their institution," 
and also suggests that "the fairest and most inviting opportuni- 
ties are now presented to the General Government for repairing a 
great evil in our social and political institutions, and at the same 
time for elevating from a low and hopeless condition a numerous 
and rapidly increasing race of men who wantnothingbut a pro})er 
theater to enter upon the pursuit of happiness and independence 
in the ordinary paths which a benign Providence has left open 
to the human race. Those great ends, it is conceived, may be 
accomplished by making adequate provision for planting in some 
salubrious and fertile region a colony to be composed of such of 
the above description of persons as may choose to emigrate, and 
for extending oj^er it the avthority and protection of the United States 
until it shall have attained sufficient strength and consistency to 
be left in a state of independence." 
Since then similar memorials praying for *^ the power, the pat- 
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ronage, and the resources " of the Government liave from time 
to time been presented to the ("ongress and pressed upon its at- 
tention, but they have effected nothing beyond, perhaps, the in- 
troduction of a bill in one or the other House, never to be acted 
upon. 

After making this appeal to Congress the Society began to 
look about for a suitable place in Africa to locate a colony of 
Negroes. 

It appointed as special agents for this purpose the Rev. Samuel 
J. Mills, widely known as having conceived the idea of foreign 
missions while a young student at Williams College, which led 
to the formation of the American Board of Commissionei's for 
Foreign Missions and the American Bible Society, and the Rev. 
Ebenezer Burgess. They were sent out to the West Coast of 
Africa in November, 1817, to '" spy out the land " and make a 
report. After enduring great hardships in exploration and con- 
sulting with native authorities, they selected an island named 
*' Sherbro," near the coast, about forty miles southeast of Sierra 
Leone. On the return voyage Mr. Mills died and was buried in 
the ocean. Mr. Burgess reached home and made a report that 
was satisfactory to the Society. The services of these two pioneer 
explorei^s in the interest of colonization were duly commemo- 
rated a few years later by naming a settlement on the right bank 
of the St. Paul river, about twenty miles above its mouth, Mills' 
burg, and it is now a flourishing town. 

In 1819 Congress provided for the removal of recaptured slaves 
beyond the limits of the United States and the appointment of 
**a proper person or persons residing upon the coast of Africa 
as agent or agents for receiving the Negroes," and appropriated 
$100,000 to pay the expenses. 

In the execution of these provisions the United States Govern- 
ment acted in concert with the American Colonization Society, 
appointed the Rev. Samuel Bacon and Mr. John P. Bankson as 
its agents, and chartered for a voyage to Africa the merchant 
ship Elizabeth, which has been styled the Mayflower of Liberia. 
The Society appointed Dr. Samuel A. Crozer as its agent. The 
Elizabeth received on board the three agents, eighty-nine emi- 
grants, and the quantity of tools, supplies, and stores supposed 
to be necessary for the settlement of the colony, and arrived at 
Sierra Leone in March, 1820. 
2 
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The agents of the United States Government were expressly 
enjoined '* to exercise no power founded on the principle of colo- 
nization," and the emigrants were transferred from Sierra Leone 
to the island of Sherbro, which had been recommended by Mr. 
Burgess. 

The location on this island proved to be very unhealthful ; 
all three agents died within a few weeks after their arrival, some 
of the colonists died, most of them were sick, and there was gen- 
eral dissatisfaction. Many of tlie colonists left the island for 
Fourah Bay and others for Sierra Leone. 

In 1821 Dr. Ely Ayres was sent out by the Society as its agent 
to look after the colony, and Capt. Robert F. Stockton, U. S. N., 
in command of the armed schooner AUigalor, was sent out by 
the Government to cooperate with him. Tliey made an explor- 
ing voyage along the coast to the southeast as far as Cape Mont- 
serrado, and here obtained by i)urchase from the King and head- 
men a large tract of land with the view of removing the colony 
to this more healthful location. 

It is a noteworthy fact that in this first purchase of territory 
now constituting Liberia the cession was made, not to the United 
States nor to the American Colonization Society, but to Captain 
Stockton and Dr. Ayres, '* to have and to hold the same for the 
use of the colonists." All subsequent acquisitions of territory 
were made in tlie name of the respective Colonization Societies, 
and no territory was ever acquired by other means than fair 
purchase. 

In January, 1822, the colonists left Fourah bay, and on the 
2oth of April following they hoisted the American flag on Cape 
Montserrado, the site of Monrovia, the present capital of Li- 
beria. 

. In August of the same year Jehudi Ashmun arrived, and 
as agent of the society took charge of the affairs of the colony 
for a period of a])Out six years. His administration was marked 
throughout by the most signal ability and devotion to the cause, 
and Liberia is more largely indebted to him than to any other one 
man. Shortly after he arrived he was confronted with a most 
formidable exigency, calculated to make any but the stoutest 
heart quail. 

Cape Mtmtserrado had long been a prominent point on the 
West Coast of Africa for the foreign slave trade, and the native 
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tribes, who had freely sold and ceded the territory to the col- 
onists, repented of their bargain so soon as they learned that its 
probable effect would be to interfere with their flourishing 
traffic in slaves. They therefore determined to dispose of the 
matter summarily by exterminating the colonists or driving 
them into the sea. 

There is no more heroic passage in all history than that which 
recounts the resistance of this little band of colonists on Cape 
Montserrado, under the gallant leadership of A8hmun,the whole 
number not exceeding one hundred and thirty, including women 
and children, and only thirty-five capable of bearing arms, 
when, surrounded and furiously assailed by fifteen hundred 
savages equipped with fire-arms, on the 11th of November, and 
again on the 2d of December, 1822, the assailants were routed 
and so thoroughly demoralized that no attempt to disturb these 
colonists was ever afterwards made by the surrounding tribes. 

The settlement rapidly grew into a well-ordered town, with 
regular streets and attractive business and residence buildings, 
school-houses, and churches. At the Annual Meeting of the 
Society in 1824, on motion of General Robert Goodloe Harper 
of Maryland, the colonial territory was named Liberia, a term 
intended to signify the country of the freedman, and the town 
on the cape was named Monrovia, in honor of President 
Monroe. 

Mr. Ashmun's numerous reports to the Society contain a 
very complete history of his administration and indicate sound 
judgment, the highest order of executive ability, and the most 
conscientious fidelity to his trust. When the colony was about 
three years old he said : 

*• To me the alternative appears inevitable, either that the 
United States or a sufficient number of individual States must 
immediately adopt and effectually patronize with its undivided 
influence and its revenues the colony of Liberia, or that its 
progress is, from the present time (considered as an instrument 
of national benefit to the United States or of extensive advan- 
tage to the African race), at an end." 

In 1827 he said : 

*' It is and long has been my opinion that too much has been 
done for these people for their own advantage. A habit of in- 
dolent dependence on the hand of another to feed them, and a 
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restiveness approaching to mutinous under the slightest bur- 
thens imposed for puri)oses most nearly connected with their 
own safety, respectability, and social welfare, are the unliappy 
consequences of the Society's generosity towards this people — 
at least as raqieda a majority of them, I have seen the error, and 
in the case of the Caldwell settlers have avoided it so far. The 
good effects of throwing them at an early period on their own 
resources already appear, and in despatching emigrants to the 
colony I think it cannot be too early or plainly inculcated 
upon them that they have in this country no resources except 
their own diligent exertions, and that they can never rise much 
above the level of the native Africans without a generous and 
untiring devotion to the common welfare of the new commu- 
nity they come to form. Some among us are only impressed by 
these motives, animated with this spirit, and they are worth to 
the colony all the resty 

After six years of heroic service Mr. Ashmun returned to the 
United States in broken health and died in New Haven, Con- 
necticut, August 25. 1828. He was buried in New Haven, and 
the Society ordered a monument to his memory to be erected 
over his grave. 

In 1829-1830 there was quite a strong sentiment among some 
of the friends of colonization in favor of selecting Hayti instead 
of Africa as a better place for locating a colony. The Society 
of Friends were especially interested in this movement. Parties 
of colonists were accordingly sent to that island. The experi- 
ment, however, turned out a flat failure. In a short time all 
the colonists who were able to do so returned to the United 
States, and they declared that they would rather be slaves in 
this country than citizens of Hayti. 

It was frequently a serious obstacle to the i>rogres8 of the 
Liberian colony that the emigrants sent out were not only in- 
digent and illiterate, but also without good character. 

On the 15th of September, 1832, the America landed 182 emi- 
grants in Liberia, of whom Dr. Joseph Mechlin, the efficient 
agent of the Society, reported as follows : 

** With respect to the character of the people composing this 
expedition, I regret to be compelled to state that they are, with 
the exception of those from Washington, the family of the Pages 
from Virginia, and a few others, the lowest and most abandoned 
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of their class. From such inaterials it is in vain to expect that 
an industrious, intelligent, and enterprising community can 
possibly be formed ; tlie thing is utterly impracticable, and they 
cannot but retard instead of advancing the prosperity of the 
colony. I am induced to be thus unreserved in my remarks, 
as it is from the sufferings of peoj)le of this stamp, occasioned 
by their own indolence and stupidity, that the slanderous re- 
ports circulated in the United States have originated. Our re- 
spectable colonists themselves are becoming alarmed at the 
great number of ignorant and abandoned characters that have 
arrived within the last twelve months, and almost daily repre- 
sentations are made by those who have applied themselves to 
the cultivation of the soil of the depredations committed on 
their crops by the above-described class of people, who cannot 
be induced to labor for their own support." 

The code of laws for the government of the colony was im- 
proved from time to time, and a succession of executive officers 
of marked ability followed Mr. Ashmun. In the list of names 
we find men of both races. Noted among the white officers were 
Jehudi Ashmun, Dr. Richard Randall, Dr. Joseph Mechlin, Dr. 
James Hall, and Thomas Buchanan. Among the colored officers 
were the Rev. Lot Carey, the Rev. C. M. Waring, Elijah Johnson, 
Anthony D.Williams, John B. Russwurm, and Joseph J.Roberts, 
who afterwards became the very able first president of the inde- 
pendent Republic. 

Mr. Russwurm was a colored man of exceptional ability, a 
graduate from Bowdoin College, Maine, for many years the able 
editor of the Liberia Herald, and the governor of the colony of 
Maryland in Liberia from 1836 to 1851. 

All of these names will have a prominent place in the history 
of Liberia when it is written. The tropical climate, to which 
they were unaccustomed; the hordes of savages by whom they 
were surrounded ; the breaking up of the nefarious slave trade, 
which had been carried on for centuries all along the coast; the 
long distance that separated them from civilization ; the hard- 
ships inseparable from all pioneer life, and at times the utter 
worthlessness of the emigrants sent out as colonists, were the no 
ordinarv obstacles that confronted these founders of Liberia. 

In 1838 the title of the chief executive officer of the colony 
was changed from agent to governor. 
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The period from 1834 to 1840 was marked by the tendency of 
some of the State societies to independent action. In 1833 public 
sentiment in Maryland favored ridding the State of slaver}' by 
colonization, and the legislature had appropriated $200,000, 
$20,000 to be expended annually for this purpose. The Mary- 
land Society, under the lead of Dr. James Hall, purchased Cape 
Palmas as a site for a independent colony February 13, 1834. 
Dr. Hall had previously served as a physician in Liberia from 
1831, and the settlement of Cape Palmas under his leadership 
from 1834 to 1836 was a noted event in the history of Liberian 
colonization. 

It was conducted on strictly total-abstinence principles. Rum 
had been a favorite article received by the chiefs in exchange 
for their land, but Dr. Hall refused to allow it to be used for 
such purpose. In fact, it was not allowed to be imported into 
the colony at all, and all colonists at Cape Palmas were required 
to take a total-abstinence pledge. 

The colony founded by the State of Maryland at Cape Palmas, 
following the example of the colon}' founded by the American 
Colonization Society in Liberia, set up as a sovereign State in 
1854, and in 1857 was by treaty annexed as a county to the Re- 
public of Liberia. 

About the same time that the Maryland Society settled Cape 
Palmas the New York and Pennsylvania Colonization Societies, 
in cooperation, founded a colony at Bassa Cove, which main- 
tained its independence for four or five years, and then was 
united to Liberia. 

The Pennsylvania Society, in its independent action, proposed 
to found a colony on the William Penn princii)les of love and 
peace. At a time there was but one gun in the colony at Bassa 
CcTe, and the natives becoming aware of the fact, attacked the 
settlement, surrounded and destroyed every house but the two 
where the gun had been seen by them, and they massacred most 
of the women and children. Such was the disastrous ending 
of this experiment. 

In 1837 the Mississippi Colonization Society founded an in- 
dependent colony at Sinoe, which united with Liberia in 1839. 

The records of the Society show the general tendency of the 
colonists to engage in trade and traffic, more especially with the 
natives, to the neglect of agriculture. Various efforts were made 
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by the Society to correct this evil, and among other means em- 
ployed for this purpose an industrial school was established at 
Millsburg in 1834, and another at White Plains in 1837. 

The failure to make the most of agricultural pursuits has con- 
tinued down to the present time, although there has been some 
improvement in this respect of late, especially in the cultivation 
of coffee. It is to be deeply regretted that the price of coffee in 
Liberia during the last two or three years has fallen from 17 to 
18 cents a pound to 7 to 8 cents a pound, as the decline in price 
is likely to have a discouraging effect upon what appeared to be 
a most promising industry. 

While the earliest settlements of colonists in Liberia were su- 
perintended by agents appointed by the United States Govern- 
ment and by the American Colonization Society, and were gov- 
erned absolutely by the agents of the Society at first, and later 
the colonists were allowed to participate in their own govern- 
ment gradually as they were found competent to do so, the So- 
ciety still retaining paramount authority and control, it was, 
however, from the first the purpose of the Society to found a 
free and indei)endent Negro nationally in the end, as is evident 
from the following article of the " Constitution for the Govern- 
ment of the African Colony of Liberia," adopted by the Society 
May 23, 1825 : 

**AnT. 2. The Colonization Society shall, from time to time, 
make such rules as they may think fit for the government of 
the settlement, until they shall withdraw their agents, and leave 
the settlers to the goveimmoit of themselves " 

Under the paramount control of the Society the functions of 
a well-ordered government were performed in its separate exec- 
utive, legislative, and judicial departments, and the colony was 
slowly developing towards a condition that would justify the 
withdrawal of the agents and control of the Society, when an 
untoward event prematurely precipitated the necessity of imme- 
diate action. 

As an important means of raising the necessary revenues for 
the support of the government, duties had been levied upon 
certain imports, which were paid for a time without protest; 
but at length a certain Captain Dring, a British trader, re- 
fused to pay, and thereupon the Liberian authorities seized his 
goods and sold them to pay the duties. Captain Dring made 
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complaint to his government, and this led to an extensive cor- 
respondence between the governments of Great Britiiin and the 
United States, in which the latter was called upon to state its 
relations to Liberia, and Mr. Upsher, the Secretary of State, did 
30 in the following language : 

" This Government does not, of course, undertake to settle 
and adjust differences which have arisen between British sub- 
jects and the authorities of Liberia. Those authorities are re- 
sponsible for their own acts; and they certainly would not 
expect the support or countenance of this Government in any 
act of injustice towards individuals or nations. But, as they 
are themselves nearly powerless, they must rely, for the protec- 
tion of their own rights, on the justice and sympathy of other 
powers. 

"Although no apprehension is entertained that tl^e British 
government meditates any wrong to this interesting settlement, 
yet the occasion is deemed a fit one for making known, beyond 
a simple answer to your inquiries, in what light it is regarded 
by the Government and people of the United States. It is due 
to Pier Majesty's government that I should inform you that 
this Government regards it as occupying a peculiar position 
and as possessing peculiar claims to the friendly' consideration 
of all Christian powers ; that this Government will be, ni all 
times, prepared to inter2>ose its good offices to prevent any encroach- 
ment by the colony npon any just right of any nation^ and that it 
would be very unwilling to see it despoiled of its territory rightfully 
acquired, or improperly restrained in the exei'cise of its necessary rights 
and power's as an independent settlenientJ^ 

The United States having thus disclaimed any political con- 
nection with or responsibility for the colonists of Liberia, and 
they not having been recognized as a sovereignty or declared 
their independence, Great Britain at once sustained the claims 
of her traders and denied the right of the colonists to acquire 
territory or to govern that which they claimed to have already 
acquired. 

In this emergency the American Colonization Society, at its 
Annual Meeting in January, 1846, j)assed a series of resolutions, 
among which were the following : 

" Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board the time has ar- 
rived when it is expedient for the people of the Commonwealth 
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of Liberia to take into their own hands the whole work of self- 
government, including the management of all their foreign rela- 
tions, and that this Society should cease to exercise any part of 
the same. 

" Resolved, That we recommend to them so to amend their 
constitution as is necessary for the accomplishment of this ob- 
ject. 

" Resolved, That we recommend to them to publish to the 
world a declaration of their true character, as a sovereign and 
independent state." 

In pursuance of these resolutions and with the cooperation 
of the Society, on the 26th day of July, 1847, the colonists pub- 
lished a declaration of independence and adopted a constitution 
for a republican form of government, modelled largely after that 
of the United States. Ever since that date Liberia has been a 
sovereign state. 

In the agreement made between the Republic of Liberia and 
the American Colonization Society, under which the former be- 
came independent, among other things it was provided that — 

" The Society hereby cedes all its public lands within the lim- 
its of Liberia to the said Republic, subject to the following pro- 
visions, viz : 

*' That the Government shall allow to emigrants the quantity 
of land heretofore allowed them by existing regulations (10 acres 
of land for each grown single person and 25 acres of land for each 
family) out of any unoccv^pied or unsold lands; and when the 
Government sells any of the public lands, every alternate lot, 
farm, or section, or square mile or miles, shall be left unsold, to 
be assigned to emigrants." 

In the early years of the Republic of Liberia the territory on 
the West Coast of Africa, from the Jong river on the northwest 
to the San Pedro on the southeast, had been acquired by pur- 
chase from the pative kings or headmen, a distance of about 500 
miles on the seacoast. 

The inability of the Liberian Government to settle up the 
northwestern part of this territory adjoining Sierra Leone or to 
effectively maintain its authority over the natives led to claims 
for damages on the part of British subjects residing therein and 
other serious complications, and after a prolonged controversy 
over the questions at issue, a treaty was finally ratified in 1888 
3 
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which yielded to Great Britain all the territory from the Jong 
river down to the Mannah river, a distance of about seventy 
miles by the seacoast. 

In 1892 France preferred claims, by virtue of" ancient treaties," 
to several points on the Liberian coast, viz., Cape Mount, in Mont- 
serrado county, Buchanan, in Grand Bassa county ; Bulaw, in 
Sinoe county, and Garaway, in Maryland county, and an agree- 
ment was entered into at Paris, December 8, 1892, between duly 
authorized representatives of the two governments and was rati- 
fied subsequently by the Liberian Senate, under which, in con- 
sideration of the relinquishment of said claims and a readjust- 
ment of hinterland boundaries, all the territory between the San 
Pedro and the Cavally rivers, embracing about seventy-five miles 
of the southeastern seacoast of Liberia, was ceded to France. 

This leaves the present territory of Ijiberia with about three 
hundred and fifty miles of seacoast and extending interiorward 
toward the Niger river about two hundred miles, thus giving an 
area of about 70,000 square miles. 

This area affords ample room not only for her present popu- 
lation, which maybe estimated at about 20,000 civilized people, 
largely of American origin, and 1,000,000 natives, but also for 
any increase of population likely to be made for many years to 
come. 

There had been expended in the colonization of Liberia down 
to January 1, 1867, a period of fifty years, $2,558,907.10, making 
an average expenditure of about $50,000 a year. 

From the date of the abolition of slavery in the United States 
and the consequent demands for the education of the great body 
of illiterate freedmen in this country, public interest in coloniza- 
tion and contributions for its support began to decline. 

The total expenditures down to the present date amount to 
about 83,100,000. During the entire period about 21,000 col- 
onists or emigrants have been sent out, at an. average cost of 
siboni $150 per capita. 

The history of the American Colonization Society is a record 
of most remarkable private Christian and })hilanthropic enter- 
prise. 

The purposes of its founders were — 

1st. To ameliorate the condition of the free people of color — 
a proscribed and oppressed class — in the United States. 
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2d. To found a free, independent, and Christian nation in 
Africa, to become a potent factor in the regeneration of the Dark 
Continent. 

3d. To aid in breaking up the inhuman and odious foreign 
slave trade, which had cursed the Western Coast of Africa for 
centuries. 

4th. To gradually and peaceably relieve the United States of 
the evils of domestic slavery, which had been inherited from the 
mother country. 

Enrolled among its thousands of active members have been 
the names of America's greatest statesmen, leading divines, and 
largest- hearted philanthroi)ists — names foremost in the perma- 
nent history of the country — and their labor has not been in 
vain. 

Thousands of free people of color from the United States have 
found prosperous and happy homes in the land of their fore- 
fathers through the agency of the Society. 

Domestic slavery in the United States was abolished more 
than a generation ago, although not in the gradual and peace- 
able way contemplated by the Society. It might have been 
otherwise had the Society met with the cooperation it hoped 
for from the National and State Governments and the jmblic in 
general. Most of the emigrants sent out prior to the emancipa- 
tion of all the slaves in the United States were slaves set free by 
their masters for the express purpose of being sent to Liberia. 
In the great address of Henry Clay, delivered before the Ken- 
tucky Colonization Society in 1829, he presented elaborately 
prepared calculations showing the feasibility of the proposition 
to gradually emancipate all the slaves in the United States and 
colonize them in Africa. Mr. William C. Rives, of Virginia, also 
made an address in which he advocated the same view. 

The foreign slave trade is a thing of the past, and the colony 
founded by this Society was more effective in destroying this 
abominable traffic on the five hundred miles of coast where it 
was most thriving than were the combined navies of Great 
Britain and the United States. 

Liberia has stood as a sovereign Negro republic, recognized by 
all civilized nations, for more than half a century, and in later 
years has maintained its independence amidst an attempt at the 
forcible and apparently irresistible partition of the whole conti- 
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nent of Africa among the great powers of Europe. During that 
period there have been twenty-five presidential terms of two 
years each. The elections to fill the office have been conducted 
in a regular and orderly manner, in accordance with the consti- 
tution and laws of the land, and the thirteen different incum- 
bents, with a solitary exception, have been commendable selec- 
tions — men of integrity, and some of them of eminent ability. 
Liberia has shown a higher degree of civilization and ability for 
self-government than any other Negro sovereignty on the face of 
the globe, and her record is better than that of most of the Ijatin 
and mixed races of Central and South America. 

The Government of Liberia is poor, sadly in need of more 
revenue, and thus liable to grant to foreigners unwise conces- 
sions — a monopoly of her rubber industry, a monopoly of her 
much -sough t-for Kroo labor, and a monopoly of her mineral 
productions. There is danger that she ma}' so heavily and in- 
judiciously mortgage her estate that it will eventually lead to a 
forcible foreclosure ))y some foreign power that will be glad of 
a legal opportunity to take possession. 

There is danger that for want of adequate means to support 
a system of public schools the education of her youth may be 
neglected, and thus illiteracy may threaten the stability of her 
government and the industrial prosperity of her people. 

There is danger also in her weakness and inability to promptly 
protect all foreigners residing and transacting business through 
the scattered and isolated settlements of her domain in the (ull 
and secure enjoyment of their rights, and that by a failure to do 
so she may give excuse for interference by foreign governments 
under the plea of protection of their citizens. 

Professor Alexander in his " History of African Colonization," 
published in 1846, says : 

" The history of the colony may be said to be truly eventful ^ 
it is made up of disasters and propitious events. The number 
of valuable lives w^iich have been sacrificed in this enterprise of 
benevolence is indeed great; and this alone has indeed caused 
us sometimes to pause and inquire. Is the object worth such an 
expense ? This question can be better answered one hundred 
or two hundred years hence. The same question might have 
been asked with as much force when our shores were first col- 
onized. If the project is successful, of which there is every reason 
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to hope, there will be no hesitation in answering that the laying 
the foundation of a great, a Christian, and a civilized republic in 
Africa will abundantly repay all losses and sacrifices of every 
kind." 

While it must be confessed that the project has not met with 
the immediate success hoped for by its founders, on the other 
hand it certainly is not yet a hopeless failure. If we carefully 
look for the causes of slow progress, we shall find them not in 
the climate or resources of the cou ntry , but rather in the fact that 
80 many of the emigrants had not the intelligence and character 
required for colonists, and that they all belonged to a race but 
recently emerged from barbarism and slavery. 

Had the colony been aided by Congress ** with the power, the 
patronage, and the resources of the country," as was expected 
by the founders of this Society, Liberia would undoubtedly have 
made much greater progress; but the policy of avoiding all en- 
tangling alliances and colonial acquisitions prevailed, and thus 
Liberia was left largely to her own resources. 

Recently the Government of Liberia, through its duly accred- 
ited agents, Mr. Charles Hall Adams, of Boston, the Liberian 
Consul (leneral in this country, and the Rev. Joseph C. Hartzell, 
D. D., of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States, 
Bishop of Africa, has approached the Government of the United 
States with propositions for a closer relationship between the 
two countries, and in view of recent events and the change of 
policy on the part of our Government, which appears to be im- 
pending, it is to be hoped that their efforts may be successful. 

The Report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, Januarg 17, 1899, 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society was 
held today, at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 460 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 18, 1898, 
were presented and approved. 

A communication was received from the Rt. Rev. Henry C. 
Potter, tendering his resignation as President of the Society, 
which was accepted with sincere regrets. 

The Rev. Byron Sunderland, Mr. Arthur M. Burton, the Rev. 
A.J. Huntington, and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson were appointed 
a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year, and upon 
the recommendation of the committee the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast the ballot of the Society for the following officers 
to serve for the ensuing year, and the Secretary accordingly cast 
the ballot : 

PRBSIDBNT: 
1899 Rrv. JULIUS E. ORAMMER, D. D., Md. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS : 



1861 Rev. Robert RylADd, D. I)., Ky. 

1867 Mr. Samuel A. Crozer, Pa. 

1870 Mr. Robert Arthington, Rngland. 

1874 Rer. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Mass. 

1875 Mr. Samuel K. Wilson, N. J. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1876 Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D.,Ga. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenck, D. D., Pa. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 

1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 

1882 Mr. Henry G. Marquand, N. Y. 

1884 Rev. George I). Boardman, D. D., Pa. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D., N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W. BIyden.LL. D.,Liberia. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 
1888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. D., Pa. 
1888 Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Piu 
1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass. 



Adjourned. 



1892 Rev. Edward W. Apploton, D. D., Pa. 
1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N.Y. 

1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. G. 

1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 
189o Mr. Robert B. Davidson, Pa. 

1895 Mr. Isiuic T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnoux, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Bishop J. A. Handy, D. D., Kan. 
1896 Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Pa. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, D. D., D. C. 
1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1896 Rt. Rev. Henry Y.Sutterlee, D.D., D.C. 

1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1897 Rev. Bishop J. K. Huisl, D. D., D. C. 
1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, D. C. 



J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary. 
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MINUTES OP THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washinoton, D. C, Jarmary 17, 1899. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 460 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

In the absence of the Right Rev. Henry C. Potter, D. D., Presi- 
dent, Mr. Arthur M. Burton, Vice-President, called the meeting 
to order, and on his nomination the Rev. Julius E. Grammer, 
D. D., was elected Chairman. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 18, 1898> 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. James L. Norris, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., and Mr. 
J. Ormond Wilson were appointed a Committee on Creden- 
tials, and the Committee reported the following-named delegates 
appointed for the year 1899 : 

Penvnylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Arthur M. Burton and 
Mr. John Welsh Dulles. 

Maryland Colonization Society, — Mr. George W. S. Hall. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., Dr. Wil- 
liam W. Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., Mr. J. Ormond 
Wilson, Rev. Alexander Mackay-Smith, D. D., Mr. James L. 
Norris, and Mr. Joseph J. Darlington. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Burton — 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Charles T. Geyer was received 
to represent the New York State Colonization Society, and he and 
Prof 0. F. Cook were invited as visitors to take seats with the 
Board and participate in its discussions. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 

Committee on Education and Foreign Relations, — Rev. Dr. 
Mackay-Smith and Rev. Dr. Huntington. 

Committee on Accounts and Finxince. — Mr, Hall, Dr. Godding 
and Mr. Darlington. 
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Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies. — Mr. Dulles and 
Mr. Norris. 

Committee on Emigration. — Mr. Burton and Mr. Darlington. 
On motion — 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Hall and Mr. Dulles were appointed the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-second Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also 
a statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Fleport, just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as re- 
lates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion — 

The Board took a recess to give the members an opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization 
Society. 

The Board reconvened at 2.15 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Hall, Chairman of the Committee to Nominate an Exec- 
utive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following 
report, which was adopted unanimously : 

For the Executive Committee. — Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., 
Dr. William W. Godding, Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., Mr. J. 
Ormond Wilson, Rev. Alexander Mackay-Smith, D. D., Mr. 
James L. Norris, and Mr. Joseph J. Darlington. 

For Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

For Treasurer. — Mr. James L. Norris. 

Mr. Hall, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Accounts 
and Finance, presented and read the following report, and it 
was, on motion, approved : 

Tlie Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectfully report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
January 1 to December 31, 1898, and the vouchere for the disbursements, 
and find the same correct, and that they have examined the evidences of 

4 
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property beloiigiiig to the Society for its own use m and trust, aud find 
that tliey agree with tlie statement of the Treasurer. 

Mr. Dulles, Cbairniiin of the C'oniniittee on Auxiliary Societit> 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

The Committee on Auxiliary Societies conjjratulate the American Col- 
onization Society that for the first time for some years the New York 
Society is represented by its Secretary and Treasurer. The Pennsylvania 
Society is, as usual, represented, as is the Maryland Society. 

The Committee renews the suggestion made at previous meetings, that 
the Executive Committee endeavor to devise plans by wliich other auxil- 
iary societies shall be brought into closer union with the parent Society, 
particularly under the pivsent circumstances, wlien the whole country 
is thinking of its duty to other peoples. 

Mr. Burton, Chairman of the Committee on Emigration, made 
the following report, which was accepted : 

The Committee on Emigration respectfully re}X)rt that the important 
events that have transpired since the last Annual Meeting have had the 
effect to divert the public mind from the subject of African colonization, 
so that there have been very few emigrants sent out at the exjiense of 
the Society the last year. Bishoj) Hartzell, during his recent visit to 
this country, has given mucli valual)le information that will facilitate tiie 
future operations of the Society in the new Republic. 

The Ilev. Dr. Mackay-Sniith, Chairman of the Committee on 
Education and Foreign Relations, made the following report, 
which was adopted : 

In regard to the great subjects of education, emigration, and foreign 
relations, on which your committee have been appointed to report, we 
beg leave to say that we are not prepared to propose to you the adoption 
of any new measures. 

In regard to education, we only beg leave to urge the Society to en- 
courage this work in every practicable way, both in Liberia and among 
the colored people of our own country, for witliout their moral and intel- 
lectual improvement we know there can be no real and permanent ele- 
vation of the race. 

In reference to emigration, we can only advise that we still pursue the 
policy which the Society adopted years ago, of sending no emigrants to 
Liberia but those who, by their good character, industry, and energy, 
promise to become useful citizens and to add strength to the Republic, 
but of obtaining as many colonists of this class as our pecuniary means 
would enable us to ai<i. 

And with respect to foreign relations, we would respectfully suggest to 
the Society to use all proper means of awakening in the Government of 
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the United States a deeper interest in this infant Republic whose popula- 
tion has been dniwn from our nliores, whose government and laws have 
been modeled after those under which we live, and whose lan^age and 
religion are the same as our own, and of prompting those who are in chief 
authority over us to be vigilant in shielding the little African State from 
the encroachments of every invader, and more earnest in establishing in- 
timate commercial relations between her and ourselves. 

A"fter a discussion respectin;^ the best methods of disbursing, 
safe-keej)ing, and investing the funds of the Society, the whole 
matter was referred to the Executive Committee for such .action 
as the committee might deem best. 

The President and Secretary were authorized to prepare an 
account of the i)roceedings of this meeting for publication in the 
newspaper. 

The expediency of endeavoring to arrange for ])ublic meet- 
ings in the interest of colonization was referred to the Executive 
C/ommittee. 

On motion of Mr. Burton, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the 
Executive Committee for publication. 

The Rev. Dr. Huntington pronounced the benediction. 
Adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, 

F^ecreiary, 
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ACT OF INCORPORATION 



or THS 



AMERICAN COLONIZATIOj!^ SOCIETY. 



An Act of the Legislature of Martjland^ passed March 22y 1837, entitled 
"yln Actio Jueorpontte the American Colonization ^Society." 

WjiiHiK.\,s,l)y iin Act of tliG General Assembly of MaWland, entitled 
** An Act to Incorfxtrate thi'. American Colonization AVor/ri//," parsed at Decern- 
, eighteen luindi'ed and thirty-oue, chapter one Imndred and 
i, tiio said Society was incorporate<l with certain powei-^; And 



ber t^eHSJOii 
eisUt v-uiiie 



Society to give elhcfeucy to said Act : Therefore — 

Skctios I. Be U enactrA hi/ the Qmerat Asicmhh/ nf Marvlmid, TItat John C. Ilbrbei-l, 
Drtiiie I Murray, Joseph Kont, Ezf^kiel T. ChunibeVf^/l^anicl Jenifer, Ooor.ee C'. Wushintc- 
Jon, Virgil Maxcy, Zacnhcua Collins Le<^, Alox:in«ier Ranflall, I'rnn(»is 8. Koy, Wnlter 
Joiies/Kulph II. liiiriey, and William W. Seaton, of tli»', Socioty oalk'd the Arnoricjui . 
fcioeioty for Colonizing tho fr«e people of color of the Uiut<?d Stati'S, and their suc(?<.'S!-orh', 
to^^^tlier with Piieh othcns clectf d and qiuilituHh xvv. tho pn'Hont or fntiiro <;onstirution, 
by-luw», ordinan'ieB or rt-gulations of Huid .Soci<'ty, i\6 or shall hort^after ]>rt!seril)r', shall 
bo, und thoy are hereby oroatod and declnred to be, a bo«iy politic and corpor;it<', by the 
name, etyhi, iiud title of The American Colonization Sooic-ty, and by that namo hIuiIJ 
have perpetual snccessign, and nhall l>e abl(i to siio and bo" sued, to ploa<l an<J \w im- 
pl*iad«»d, itrnny ofinrt of law or equity in thi^ .Stat«.\ and may have and use a eonunon 
seal, and the .same may dof^troy, alter, or ronow nt ph-a'^uro an<l hJi;iI1 have power to 
piirehaso, have, and <»ujoy, to tbem and their sueees.'sors, in fee or otlu-rwise, any land, 
rvMiorncnm, or liorodltameiitH, by the gift, bargain, sale, devisee, or other act of anv 
pervon or persons, l>ody politie or corporate wiiatj-oever; to take and receive anv sum 
or Hums of money, goofls «>r chattels, that shall bo {tivcn, sold, or iKMjneatlied to' th<'m 
in any manner whatsoever; to oeeupy, use. and en|o3% or soil, tranr*f(?r, or otlK-nvisc 
diHpo.so of, aecordinj^ to the by-laws and ordinance^ roi^nlatim; the .•<ame, now or here 
after to bo, pre.^^cribt'd, al ' such lauds, tenements or hej-editaments. mon<^y. roods or ehat-- 
tc.fs, \%^, th.'v .''imll determine to t»e most conducive to the eolonizotion, with their own con- 
sent, in Africjx, ofthe free people of color residirrc; in the United Slates nnd fornoother 
Uties or purjKJses whaisocviir ; and ;xs soon after the f)assa«4e of this Act as inav l»e con- 
venient, to eloet sueh officers as they or a majority (»f them i)r'-'sent may deem ]>ropcr, 
and K> make and ordain sneh Constitution, l>y-la\vs, ordinances, an<l re-jiilations as may 
bo Hecessary for tin- onianiz-utiou of the saidHoeiety ; and to repen', alter, or amend the 
yame ; to pr.^seribc the tim.-s of meetim;, the <juali"lientioiis and tvunis o! mernlK-r^hi !•, 
and (o do alt Kueli other aetMjind deeilsas they shall deem nei-e.^sai y for rct^ulatiriii and 
njana'i^ius tiie coneerns of the siiitl bodv corporate; Pruvi'lrxlJiowcrcr.'VU.il the Con- 
stitution and luwa of this State and of the United States, and thia Act of Assembly be 
not violatxid tlioreby. 

Sr.o. 2. Ami he it fiinctcA'^ T\\:^i for the objeet aforesaid nil property, real, persona', 
and mixed, whether in action or possession, and all risrhts, credits and demands, owned, 
held, or cJaimotl, before this Act by ^the said Society, and a'l such properiv, riishts. 
credits, and demands as. were It not tor this Act, rni:i:ht hereafter be owii.-d,' liclJ. or 
clainicst l«y Mk' ^aid So.'i'-ty, sliall vest anfi are hereliv deel.ircd to ve<t, in the snid body 
eorporut.'i and its Hiuecessors as fully aiul etfcctually a* tluy have or eould hiive v.-stc/l 
in the said Society ; and also that ihe suiil borly corporate, rind its suec.-sKor:^, are hereby 
declared to be as eouiplet'dy and etreetually liable and responvil)lo for alldcbts. de- 
mands, and claims dti- now, or vvhieh would hereafter be due, by the snid Soei<'ty. if 
thisAr-t of in;'orpor;ili<>n had not been f.;ranted, us the said Society is now or would 
hereafter be .-»o liable and respotisible fVu*. 

fiitr. 3. And hr. it ctuicf.y{ TliMt the saisl l>ody eorp«)rate, an<i its siu'ecuwors, shall for- 
ever be incapable of holdiu'^ in fee < r h-ss estate, real pro[HM-ty in the I'iiIkmI St.ile*^. the 
yearly ve.lu'^ of wliieh i-xeeccty the siiin of thirty iboiis ind dolhir^, or ilic veaiiy value 
of so much thereof as may luj ru thi-j >^tatc exeeV.h tlu' .-iini of live ihoiba'nd dollars. 

HkO. 4. Auil he ft fitfir/,'jyY\i)H i)\(' Act )iei-,.iill)eli.i'e ui<-ntioue(i of the <'. iieral Ass in 
bly of Marylan-I, ch.ipfer one Imndred an.l ei"ht y-niix-. of I)<-eeii,lier s«"->i<»n, ei'.'hreen 
hitndredand iin'rtyH»ne. !•' and the s:mie iv4 lu'rel.y repealed; S-n'inq (tnd rf^m t,i,i, liuir. v<i 
to the persons incorporated by '-aid Act. and to'ihe American ( 'olouizalion .^o';i"ty, all' 
tht! rijriits and powers coDfi-red l-y s;iid \ct, so far a-^ the same may be necess..ry' for 
the; recovery, posses-ion liolditiu:, or etijoynicnt of any proi>eriy. real, per-onal tir mixed, 
ehose in a-iion or Iriinehise ot any descri|,ti()u \v)ia(so.'v<-r. wliieh rnav iiavi- been licre- 
tolore piv^nivUr^mted, d;>vi>ed, or }»»-()ii(\Hf h»!d to or odu-ruK.' a.-<|iiii(.d by tfie s.iid per- 
sons, or any of ijieni. or to 'T Ii}- the \iiiori'-in <"oloni/.ati<>n Soeiefy, 

Sr.c. r>. And ht\ it '-ri'ir.f.d. That this A't. and the ])o\vei--, and priviletre« i;i-anted thereby, 
may be nt any time rr-pcvahnl. modilied. airi<-n<led, or changed at the disi-relion of the 
-deneral Assembiv. 



CONSTfTUTION 



OF TII£ 



American ColonizatiOx^ Society. 



Organ'Zfd January 1, ISlt.'' Incorpora(cd March -22, 1831f. 



Article 1. Tliis Society shall be called The American Coloni^tion 
Societv. 

Articlk 2. Tlie objectH of this Society shall be to aid the Colonization 
of AlVicii by voluntary colored euiigmuts from the United Suites, and to 
l)romote there the extens?ion of Christianity and civilization. 

AimcLK 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the fnnds of the Society the sum of one dollar siiall be a member of the 
, Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who shall 
have paid tlie sum of tliirty dollara s!iall be a memlxir for life; and any 
ritizen paying; the sum of one tlioupand dollars ehall l)e a director for life. 
Foreigners uiuy he made members by a vote of the Society or of the 
Directors. 

A in !CLE 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washington on the third 
Tuesduy in January, and at such other times and places as it shall directs 
At the annual meeting a President and Vic-e- Presidents sli^Il be chosen, 
who sliaH perform tlie duties appropriate? to those offu'srs. 

Article 5. There shall be a Board of Directors composeil of the Directors 
for h'ie and of Deleg;ites from the several Auxiliarv Societies. Eai*h of 
such ScK'ieties shall be entitled to one Delegate ai»d au ailditional Delegtite 
for every two hundred dollars iiai<i into tlie treasury of this Society witliin 
the year ending on the olst of December: Proridai^ That no Auxiliary 
shall' be entitUxl to more than four Delegates in any one year. 

Aktici.k 0. Tlie Boanl shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a 

" Treasurer and an Exe< -uti ve Conmiittee ot seven p(M*sons ; all of .whom shall, 

ex-qfliriOy be uiembers of the Board. The PresiiJent of the Society sliall 

also be a Dinx'tor, cr-oiHrlo, and Pi-esident of the Board ; but in his absence 

at any meeting a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 

AuTicLi: 7. Tiie Hoard of Directors shall meet in Washington, at twelve 
o'clock ]M., on the third Tuesday of. January in each year, and at such other 
times and places as it shall a[>point, or at the request of the Executive 
Coinniitteo, an<l at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Societies com- 
niunicaiod to the C()rres[»onding SiHiretiiry. Seven directors shall form a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

Auri 'IJ-: 8. The Kys^ecutive Committee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of the Secretary. This Conmjittee shall have 
discretionary power to tnuisact the business of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations as are l"oun<l in its charter, in its Coiistitution, and in'the 
votes that have been |)assed, or may hereafter l)e i)assed, by the Board of 
Directors. 'J'lie Secretary and Treasurer shall Ix-; members of the Com- 
mittee, f.r-oi((<'io, with tlie riiiflit to delil»erate, i)ut not to vote., The Com- 
mittee is authorizcKl to lill all vacancies in its own body, to appoint a 
S(MT<'tary <.>r Treasurer, whenever such ollices are vacant, and toapjK>int 
ami direct such Agi'iitsas may be necessary tor the s<.'rvice of theSocieitV. 
At every annual meeting the Committee shall roinu't their doings to tlie 
Society and to the P.oard of Directors. 

AuTicLi:*). This Constitution may be amended uj^on a proposition to 
that eliV'i't, mach^ and a])jM-ovi'd at any meeting ol' the I>oardof Dire<'tors, 
or inadf hv aiiv ot the Auxiliarv Sjcielies leitreK'uted in the Board of 
Directors, transmitted to the Secretary and j^nhlished in theoflicial paper 
of the Society I hreci months hof(»re the aiinnal inr'eling; provided such 
amen<lment receive- the Siinct ion of two-thirls of the Uoard at its next 
annual meetintr. 
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WASHINGTON CITY: 
COLONIZATION BUILDING, 450 PENNSYLVANIA AVENl'E. 
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THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



President : 
Rev. JULIUS E. GRAMMER, D. D. 



EXECUTivB committee:. 

Rev. Bybon Sunderland, D. D., Chairman. 

keV. A. J. Huntington, D. D. Mi^ Jambs L. Norris. 

Mr. J. OiiMOND Wilson. Mr. Joseph J. Darlington. 

Rev. Alexander Mack ay-Smith, D. D. Mr. Clement \V. Howard. 

Secretary : 
Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer : 
Mr. Jamks L. Norris. 



FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I give and bequeath to The American Colonization Society the 
sum of dollars. 

(If the bequest is of personal or real estate, so describe it that \% 
can be easily identified.) 

EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 

Persons wishing to emigrate to Liberia and desiring information or 
assistance should address **Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary of the 
American Colonization Society, Colonization Rooms, 450 Pennsylvania 
Avenue N. W^, Wiwhington, D. C," giving their names, ages, and circum- 
stances. Applications for assistance have become so numerous that the 
Society will hereafter give tlie preference, all other things being equal, 
to those who will pay the most toward the cost of their passage and 
settlement in Liberia. 

BULLETINS OF INFORMATION. 

Bulletins of information are issued from time to time, as circumstances 
may justify, which contain the proceedings of the Society, important in- 
formation and news from Liberia, and movements for the civilization and 
evangelization of Africa. These will be sent, without charge, to the 
oliicers of the Society, its Auxiliaries, life members, and annual contrib- 
utors of ten dollai-s and upward to the funds of the Society. Orders or 
remittances for these should be sent to Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary, 
Colonization Rooms, Washington, D. C. Prick, 25 Cents. 

Colonization Building. No. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D. C. 
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THE EIGHTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 



Death, the pale reaper, has continued to gather his rich har- 
vests from the fields of the American Colonization Society dur- 
ing the past year. One of the most highly esteemed members 
of the Executive Committee, Dr. William W. Godding, was called 
from his earthly labors, and his associates placed upon their rec- 
ord the following tribute to his memory : 

" Suddenly to all of us, and to most of us without any warn- 
ing, comes the sad tidings of the demise of our late associate. Dr. 
William W. Godding, who died on the 6th day of May, 1899. 
He became a member of the American Colonization Society in 
1886, and was appointed a member of its Executive Committee, 
on which he served continuously until the date of his death. He 
brought to the discharge of his duties a hearty sympathy with 
the objects of the society, broad intelligence, sound judgment, 
and a punctilious attention to all the duties required of him. 
Borne down and overworked by his ever-increasing duties as the 
Superintendent of the United States Government Hospital for 
the Insane, nevertheless he was rarely absent from a meeting of 
this Executive Committee, and when prevented from attending 
was careful to write a note stating the cause of his absence. He 
was ever ready to serve on subcommittees charged with special 
duties, and always performed the work assigned to him with the 
highest intelligence and fidelity. Any office held by him was a 
trust of the most sacred obligation, and he could hold it on no 
other terms. 

" We shall sadly miss his counsels and labors in our official 
work, but far more sadly shall we miss the delightful compan- 
ionship of our beloved brother. As an associate, so courteous 
and genial was he, so considerate of the views and feelings of 
others, that he bound all his co-workers to him by the warmest 
and strongest ties of love and friendship. 

(3) 
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The lives filled out, as was his, with the highest possible effort 
are few. He appeared to realize fully the solemn injunction of 
the preacher: * Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might.' " 

The Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., the oldest Vice-President of 
this Society, deceased at Bristol, Virginia, April 21, 1899, at the 
ripe old age of ninety-four years. For many years he had the 
distinction of being the oldest graduate of the Columbian Uni- 
versity of Washington, D. C, having been graduated in the 
college class of 1826 ; received the degree of Master of Arts in 
1881, and that of Doctor of Divinity in 1860. He was President 
of the Virginia Baptist Seminary from 1830 to 1844. He was 
also the founder and the first president of Richmond College, 
Virginia, in which capacity he served from 1844 to 1866. He 
was a Vice-President of this Society from 1851 to the date of his 
death. 

The Society has also been called to sincerely mourn the loss of 
Mr. Arthur M. Burton, who most zealously and ably served this 
Society as a delegate from one of its auxiliaries, the Pennsyl- 
vania Colonization Society, of which he became a member in 
1860. He was also a Vice-President of this Society from the 
date of his first election to that office, in 1888. 

He was born in the State of Delaware in 1829, and died in 
Pennsylvania in 1899, in the seventy-first yearof his age. He 
was a well known and highly esteemed lawyer in Philadelphia, 
the city of his residence; was largely connected with and very 
active in many of its leading religious and charitable institu- 
tions, and at the time of his decease was president of an impor- 
tant civic organization in the city, known as the Law and Order 
Society. 

He was never married, and he devoted a large and sympa- 
thetic heart, guided by the most earnest religious convictions, 
and a life of incessant labor to the welfare of his fellow-men. 

Always present and most welcome at our annual meetings, 
he was one of the most judicious and safe counsellors and active 
workers. 

His associates in this Society will ever retain the kindest 
recollections of his personality, and the record of the most hon- 
orable and useful place he filled will be preserved in its archives. 
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And last, we sorrowfully record today the death of our Idng 
time and most highly esteemed fellow-member, Mr. George 
W. S. Hall, of Maryland, who departed this life at Baltimore, 
October 19, 1899, in the seventy-second year of his age. 

His father, Dr. James Hall, was for many years one of the 
most prominent members of the Maryland State Colonization 
Society, and under its auspices in 1834 purchased the site for a 
colony in the region of Cape Palmas, which was then named 
Maryland, and after its annexation to Liberia in 1857 became 
Maryland county in Liberia. Dr. James Hall was the founder 
and first governor of Maryland, in Liberia. 

The son, whose loss we now lament, succeeded his father as 
an active member of the Maryland State Colonization Society, 
and was its secretary up to the date of his decease. 

As a delegate from the Auxiliary Society of the State of Mary- 
land, he for many years attended our annual meetings and took ' 
an active part in the proceedings. 

He twice visited Liberia and resided there some six years 
altogether. He had a personal knowledge of its people, their 
environment and conditions, not possessed by any other mem- 
ber of this Society, and his practical counsels were of the great- 
est value. 

A man of the highest integrity, sound judgment, thoroughly 
sincere and devoted to the objects for which this Society stands^ 
of broad charity, and marked courtesy toward others, his mem- 
ory will ever be tenderly cherished by all his associates. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

The duties of the Secretary's office at present are largely in 
the line of giving information to numerous inquiring parties, 
both in this country and Liberia. This correspondence requires 
daily attention and extensive and accurate knowledge of the 
subjects in question. 

Two Bulletins — No. 14, containing 88 pages and a map of 
Liberia, and No. 15, containing 9G pages — have been edited, 
published, and distributed during the past year. 

In the former was published the Eighty-second Annual Re- 
port of the Society, which contained quite a complete resume 
of the history of Liberia from the date of the inception of the 
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enterprise to the present time. This report met with great favor, 
and the demand for it was unusual. The Liberians were espe- 
cially interested in this brief but accurate outline of the history 
of their country, and it was called for to be used as the basis for 
instruction in schools. 

It is very largely through the correspondence and publica- 
tions of this Society that any reliable information relative to 
Liberia is obtained and disseminated in this country. There 
are no cable connections with her coast, not a solitary steamer, 
or even sailing vessel, from the United States now visits her 
ports, and all of her commercial intercourse is with European 
countries. Hence her complete isolation from this country, so 
far as the most usual channels of communication are concerned, 
will be readily seen. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the past year the Society has provided a free passage 
for emigrants to Liberia as follows : 

Ferdinand Marcellus Allen, aged 21 years, printer, and his 
wife, Ruby Estella Allen, aged 22 years, from Little Rock, 
Arkansas, January 18, 1899. 

Walter Francis Hawkins, aged 27 years, preacher and teacher, 
and his wife, Elizabeth Caroline Hawkins, aged 31 years, teacher, 
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 15, 1899. 

Mr. Stevens, our agent in Liberia, has reported from time to 
time the arrival of emigrants from this country, sometimes in 
f)arties of a dozen or more, so that it may be safely estimated 
that from fifty to one hundred emigrants have gone from this 
country to Liberia during the year that has just elapsed, and 
have paid their own way. As we stated in our last annual re- 
port, the number of this class of emigrants appears to be gradu- 
ally increasing. With its present limited resources, the Society 
can assist only a few emigrants of exceptional merit and desira- 
bility. 

EDUCATION. 

The Hall Free School at Harper, Cape Palmas, under the 
supervision of a local board of trustees and with Mr. Samuel J. 
Dossen as teacher, is reported to have been efficient during the 
past year. The whole number of pupils enrolled was 119, of 
whom 21 were born of native African or heathen parents. 
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The average attendance for the year was 75. These pupils 
were graded in six classes, with corresponding studies ranging 
from the alphabet to algebra and geometry, a very large part 
of them being occupied with the lower, rudimentary studies. 
Under the authority of this Society, about $200 was expended 
in re-covering the roof of the school building and in other neces- 
sary repairs. 

Graham School, No. 1, at Greenville, Sinoe county ; Graham 
School, No. 2, at Royesville, Montserrado county, and Graham 
School, No. 3, at Brewerville, Montserrado county, have con- 
tinued in regular operation throughout the year. This Society 
assists in the payment of the salaries of the teachers of these 
schools upon the following conditions : The Liberians are to pro- 
vide acceptable buildings and furniture ; the schools are to be 
subject to the general supervision of our agent in Liberia; and 
payments are to be made only upon the receipt by this Society 
of reports of the schools approved by our agent. 

The highest aim that any assistance to Liberia can have is to 
help her to help herself, and it will be readily apparent that 
our educational assistance is on this line. 

With the same end in view, an arrangement was made for the 
sale of the best American school text-books and appliances 
through our agent in Liberia at a price not exceeding the whole- 
sale cost in this country, thereby enabling many parents to 
equip their children properly for school without being subjected 
to exorbitant expense or dependent upon the charity of mis- 
sionary societies for the miscellaneous supplies at their disposal. 
The sales reported by Mr. Stevens have been gratifying, and we 
hope they may be largely increased in the future. 

The " Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D., Scholarship " supported 
by this Society in Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, 
Georgia, was awarded for the year 1899 to Mr. E. R. Gravelly. 
The Rev. W. P. Thirkield, D. D., president of the seminary, 
speaks of him as follows : 

*' The young minister chosen by the unanimous consent of 
the faculty as the recipient of the * Theodore Lewis Mason, 
M. D., Scholarship ' is Mr. E. R. Gravelly. He is a graduate of 
Philander Smith College, and has done excellently in our work. 
He has taken Africa as the field of his work. 

" We have much satisfaction in the fact that two of the re- 
cipients of the scholarship are now at work in Liberia." 
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The public schools of Liberia have lost no ground during the 
past year; the Episcopal mission schools have maintained their 
well-known excellence ; the Methodist mission schools have 
made decided progress in enlarged capacity and increased efl&- 
ciency, and Ricks Institute, a private industrial school under 
Baptist auspices, but receiving no assistance from missionary 
societies abroad, has not only sustained itself, but made highly 
creditable progress. 

OUTLOOK IN LIBERIA. 

Although there have been newspaper reports from time to 
time thq,t Liberia was prepared to surrender her sovereign t}' to 
the United States or to Great Britain in return for a guaranty of 
protection by either of those governments, yet, so far as we are 
reliably informed, there is no intention or disposition on the 
part of that governtnent or people to surrender their independ- 
ence, and certainly no official step has ever been taken in that 
direction. These reports are probably newspaper surmises 
based upon the general course of events on the continent of 
Africa, in which the native tribes and smaller political divis- 
ions are fast being appropriated by the great European powers. 

President Coleman, who has been reelected b}' the largest 
majorit}'^ ever given to a president of Liberia and inaugurated 
for a second term during the present month, appears to de- 
servedly have the confidence of the people in his wise and 
efficient administration of the executive department of the na- 
tional government. 

There are some indications of progress that are gratifying to 
the friends of the little republic. For a while there was no 
newspaper or other publication rggularly issued in the country. 
During the past year, however, four publications have been 
regularly issued : The Recorder^ and The New Africa under the 
auspices of Bishop Hartzell and the Methodist Episcopal Church 
Mission, at Monrovia, the ca|)ital ; The Baptist Afomior, at Ricks 
Institute, Montserrado county, and The Cape Palmas Reporter, 
a quarterly magazine, at Cape Palmas. These publications, all 
but one of which are issued entirely independent of any foreign 
assistance, pecuniary or otherwise, indicate enterprise and ability 
highly creditable to the country and very encouraging to its 
friends. 
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In these publications we find interesting discussions of ques- 
tions of practical interest to the people and calculated to bring 
about a better state of affairs. For instance, as is well known, 
a superior species of coffee grows wild in Liberia, and a few years 
ago, when coffee brought from 16 to 20 cents a pound, the Libe- 
rians engaged largely in its cultivation, even to the neglect of 
other valuable products native to the soil. The rapid increase 
in the growing of coffee in other parts of Africa and in South 
America soon led to an overproduction of this staple of com- 
merce and a decline in prices to seven or eight cents a pound. 
Meanwhile the Liberians had almost wholly neglected the culti- 
vation of other articles required for home consumption and for 
these had become dependent upon importation. The producing 
of even so important a staple of food as rice, always entering 
very largely into the diet of the people, and which grows wild 
in Liberia and by cultivation yields a superior quality in great 
abundance, was neglected and most of the rice used was im- 
ported. 

The Liberians appear to have seen the folly of placing all their 
eggs in one basket, and are now turning their attention to other 
profitable agricultural industries, for which their country offers 
the most favorable inducements. 

In disseminating valuable information upon these subjects, 
the new publications in the country can render good service. 

Another cheering event of the year has been the reported re- 
adjustment and initial 'payment on account of the debt of the 
Government contracted in England more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago by President Roye, who was summarily impeached 
and deposed for his criminal conduct in this transaction, and 
shortly after lost his life by drowning while attempting to escape 
in a boat from his prison in Monrovia. 

It should be noted here that during the entire period of twenty- 
seven presidential terms of two years each he was the only in- 
cumbent of the office whose record for honest purpose has not 
been creditable. 

From this loan, nominally of about $500,000, Liberia actually 
realized not more than $125,000, and she was not in condition 
at the time to justify the making of any loan at all. President 
Roberts, in his message to the Legislature of Liberia, dated 
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December 9, 1872, made the following statements in regard to 
this English loan : 

^* The act authorizing the loan provides, 1st, for the borrow- 
ing of not more than $500,000, at a rate of interest not exceed- 
ing seven per cent, per annum, and that the lender should be 
allowed to deduct three years' interest thereon ; 2d, that not less 
than $100,000 of said loan should be applied to the payment of 
the existing public debt ; 3d, that not less than $100,000 should 
be deposited in the Treasury of the Republic as a basis upon 
which should be issued a paper currrency, denominated treas- 
ury notes; and, 4th, that the remainder of said loan should be 
deposited in some safe banking institution, as a fund to be drawn 
upon in case of emergency by special act of the legislature. 

** The President thought proper to take upon himself the re- 
sponsibility of appointing commissioners and vesting them with 
powers wholly unauthorized by law. And said commissioners 
did negotiate in London, August, 1871, a 7 per cent, loan of 
£100,000 sterling at 30 per cent, below par and three years' in- 
terest deducted, leaving a balance of £49,000 paid into bank to 
the credit of the commissioners. Then followed a system of 
charges, peculations, and frauds unparalleled, I presume, in any 
public loan transaction of modern times. No sooner was it an- 
nounced in Liberia that the loan had been secured than Presi- 
dent Roye, before a single dollar had been paid into the Treasury 
of the Republic for any of the purposes specified in the loan 
act, and before the legislature had either accepted the loan or 
taken any action in relation thereto, commenced to draw drafts 
against it for account of himself and others ; and also directed 
Mr. David Chinery, who seems to have been the managing com- 
missioner, to invest £10,000 of said loan in the purchase of mer- 
chandise, as alleged, for the account of Government, and all this 
without the slightest shadow of legislative authority and greatl}' 
damaging to the interest of the Republic. 

** Mr. Chinery did ship to Liberia merchandise invoiced at 
£14,146 3s. 6d., or the larger portion of it, including transpor- 
tation, shipping charges, freight, insurance, &c., most of the ar- 
ticles, however, largely in excess of their market value, many of 
them greatly inferior in quality, and some almost, and others 
entirely, useless in Liberia. 

" Of the £100,000 for which the country was pledged it is very 
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doubtful that more than £25,000 will be realized by Govern- 
ment.'* 

For more than a quarter of a century this debt has cast upon 
Liberia the blighting shadow of defalcation or repudiation, and 
it is gratifying to learn that the Government, even at this late 
day, has recognized and begun to liquidate its legal obligations 
to its English creditors, although the debt was contracted by 
such a fraudulent agency and on such usurious terms that little 
was realized from the loan. 

WHAT LIBERIA OFFERS TO THE EMIGRANT. 

The territory of Liberia embraces what is generally conceded 
to be the most eligible part of the entire west coast of Africa, 
having a frontage of about 350 miles on the Atlantic ocean, be- 
tween the parallel of 4° 30' and 8® 30' north latitude, and ex- 
tending interior ward toward the Niger river a distance of about 
200 miles. It thus has a total area of about 70»000 square miles, 
or it is about 3,000 square miles larger than the six New Eng- 
land States of this country. 

As in all other tropical countries, so in Liberia, the year is 
classified into two seasons, named " dry " and " rainy." It must 
not be understood by these terms that there is no rain during 
the " dry season " and no sunshine during the ** rainy season.'' 
These names simply indicate predominant characteristics of the 
cHmate during certain parts of the year, but every month has 
its sunshine and its rain. The " dfy season " is generally con- 
sidered as commencing about the middle of November and end- 
ing the middle of May following, when the '' rainy season " 
commences and extends to about the middle of November fol- 
lowing. The extremes of temperature as indicated by the ther- 
mometer are much less than they are in this country, and are 
reported to be from 65® to 90°. The early part of the " dry 
season " has usually been regarded as a more favorable time for 
emigrating from this country to Liberia. 

In reference to other environment affecting the personal com- 
fort of the inhabitant of Liberia, Prof. O. F. Cook, a very com- 
petent scientist of the United States, who spent a considerable 
portion of five years, 1892 to 1897, in exploring and investigat- 
ing that country, says : 

*' In Liberia mosquitoes, flies, and snakes are much lessabun- 
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daiit than in eastern North America. While many accounts of 
Liberia have been printed, few of them give a fair idea of what 
one may expect to experience in the way of personal comfort or 
annoyance from the indigenous plants and animals. Even 
friends of Liberia frequently refer to that country as though it 
were teeming with all manner of disagreeable things with which 
the inhabitants must do battle continually. There are, of course, 
annoyances, and vigilance is necessary, as everywhere else ; but 
the conditions are by no means as bad as generally inferred, 
and are distinctly superior to those of most tropical and many 
temperate countries. As far as insects causing personal discom- 
fort are concerned, Liberia is distinctly preferable to the United 
States in summer. One can go into the forest and remain as 
long as he pleases with no fear of mosquitoes, gnats, or flies." 

The present population of Liberia is estimated at about 20,000 
civilized Negroes, largely of American origin, and 1,000,000 
natives, who have been more or less favorably affected by con- 
tact with their civilized brethren for the last three-quarters of a 
century. As the present population of the New England States 
is about 5,000,000, it will readily be seen that there is an abun- 
dance of spare room yet in Liberia awaiting the advent of the 
enterprising emigrant. 

Beginning at the northwest boundary, its principal rivers are 
the Manna, Cape Mount, Half Cape Mount, St. Paul's, Montser- 
rado. Junk, St. Johns, Cestos, Sinoe, and Cavalla on the south- 
east boundary, all of which empty into the Atlantic ocean. As 
is well known, the continent of Africa has around most of its 
border a narrow rim of low and marshy ground, and then quite 
suddenly rises into the high plateaus that characterize its in- 
terior. The high plateau formation of this continent gives it a 
mean altitude above the level of the ocean of more than twice 
that of the continent of Europe, and this feature largely and 
favorably modifies the climate of the former. The rivers in 
Liberia are navigable only a distance of from 15 to 20 miles 
before rapids and falls are encountered which interrupt con- 
tinuous navigation from their mouths, although they are often 
navigable for long distances above these obstructions. The 
country is well supplied with water by rivers with their numerous 
tributaries and by cool and clear springs, abounding every- 
where. 
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Liberia is not a country of arid plains, burning sands, or rocky, 
inaccessible mountain peaks, but everywhere is available for 
cultivation, except the narrow strip along the coast, and even 
there are found promontories and elevations admirably well 
adapted for settlements, such as Cape Mount, Half Cape Mount, 
Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Sinoe, and Cape Palmas. 

As '^ far as the eye can reach from the highest points of land 
in the vicinity of the ocean the whole country presents the ap- 
pearance of a deep, unbroken forest, with hilltop rising above 
hilltop toward the vast interior." These forests, consisting of 
African oak, hickory, poplar, mahogany, rosewood, mulberry, 
and mangrove, furnish very valuable timber, well suited for 
building houses, boats or ships, cabinetwork, and all the other 
various operations in carpentry. The palm tree, of which there 
are two or three varieties, is found everywhere, yielding its oil» 
useful for so many purposes, its palm wine, and its fibers for 
making hate, baskets, and other articles. The camwood and 
other most valuable dyewoods are also found in abundance and 
have been exported in large quantities. 

Of the grains, Indian corn or maize grows very well in Liberia; 
and rice by easy cultivation gives nowhere in the world a richer 
return for the labor bestowed upon it. 

Among the esculent roots that are grown in great perfection 
there are the sweet potato, yam, and cassada. Of vegetables 
there are produced in profusion and with little labor the choicest 
qualities of lima beans and several other varieties, peas, cab- 
bages, tomatoes, cucumbers, pumpkins, squashes, beets, carrots, 
radishes, and a good variety of melons. 

Nor has nature been less bountiful in her gift of delicious 
fruits, which include the orange, lemon, lime, pineapple, guava, 
banana, mango, cocoanut, tamarind, pomegranate, cacao, and 
many others. In no other part of the World does the orange 
tree thrive better, and most of these fruits grow wild in the for- 
ests, but are greatly improved by cultivation. 

The principal domesticated animals are beeves, sheep, goats, 
swine, geese, turkeys, ducks, and hens. The forests abound in 
game for the hunter, and the adjoining seas and the rivers swarm 
with excellent varieties of food fishes. 

Although there are common reports of most valuable mineral 
deposits in Liberia— gold, silver, iron, etc. — these reports have 
not yet been verified by scientific investigation. Iron and coal 
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are said to have been found in considerable quantities on or near 
the surface of the earth. 

The productions, which have been or may be made articles of 
commerce profitable for export, are coffee, cotton, sugar, rice, 
ginger, pepper, kola nuts, ground nuts, indigo, arrowroot, India 
rubber, dye-woods, and palm oil. 

All reports of intelligent observers, extending through a long 
series of years, agree substantially upon the favorable representa- 
tions of the country which we have given above, and the ques- 
tion is naturally asked. Why has there not been greater progress 
since its first settlement by American Negroes, seventy-eight 
years ago? 

Ill answer to this question the familiar lines of good old Bishop 
Heber readily suggest themselves : 

"Thongli every prospect pleases 
And only man is vile." 

There has been commendable, although very slow, progress in 
the part of Africa now known as Liberia since Captain Stockton 
and Dr. Ayres made the first purchase of a tract of territory 
there, including Cape Montserrado, in 1822. 

At that time the entire territor}' was an unbroken wilderness, 
wild from nature's hand, inhabited by naked tribes of Negro 
savages, utterly destitute of even the faintest traces of Christianity 
or civilization, and whose only article of commerce was their own 
flesh and blood. 

As to the present condition of Liberia, I quote from Professor 
Cook, to whom I have before alluded : 

'* There are, however, two other comparisons which I wish to 
institute as affording a second view of the whole matter. The 
first is for the purpose of estimating Liberia's position in the 
series of African colonies of European powers. The English 
colonies are without doubt the best governed and most prosper- 
ous on the West Coast. Military strength has kept the native 
populations quiet at least within a certain radius of the more 
important posts, and the result has been the growth of several 
large trading centers, such as P>eetown, Accra, Cape Coast Castle, 
and Lagos. The apparent prosperity of such places is much 
greater than appears at any point in Liberia ; but when one comes 
to look for civilization expressed in land under cultivation, com- 
fortable houses, family life, and enlightened public opinion, 
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Liberia, with all her deplorable weakness and retarded develop- 
ment, is so far ahead of any other part of tropical Africa that 
more particular comparison is quite unnecessary. 1 am not com- 
paring Monrovia with the towns mentioned, but the agricultural 
productive communities of Liberia with those of the European 
colonies. From all accounts it will be entirely safe to say that 
in no colony is there a tithe of the civilization to be found in 
Liberia, the European population being in both cases excepted. 
These facts, together with the generally admitted natural ad- 
vantages of Liberia, indicate that there is no other point which 
offers readier access or promises greater results for philanthropic 
effort in tropical Africa. 

''The second comparison to be drawn is between these same 
agricultural districts of Liberia and those of the Southern United 
States. Here, again, there is no uncertainty. A careful exam- 
ination of a typical or somewhat superior southern community 
brought me to the surprised realization that the average Libe- 
rian citizen is, from his standpoint, entirely justified in his be- 
lief in his success and his resulting self-satisfaction. Many 
Liberian coffee-planters have placed themselves in a financial and 
social position equaling that of their former masters in the South, 
and some settlements have, as a whole, succeeded in all proba- 
bility far beyond any southern Negro community of equal size. 
In the town referred to, with a population of about 2,000, two- 
thirds black, there was only one Negro whose material prosperity 
would stand comparison with the first fifty heads of families in 
any Liberian farming community of the same size, and in the 
more strictly rural district surrounding this Alabama town the 
whole population, white and black together, would fare scarcely 
better. In a drive of several miles in the country I saw no 
white farmer's house which would compare with any belonging 
to Liberian planters in the St. Paul's River region. The differ- 
ence was so striking that careful compilations and laborious 
estimates were entirely unnecessary. There could not be the 
^lightest doubt that colonists in Liberia had far surpassed in 
material prosperity the agricultural part of their race in this 
country. Of city populations we have in Liberia practically 
none, while in America the comparatively rare cases of indi- 
vidual wealth achieved by Negroes is more than overbalanced 
by the degradation and criminality of the slum ]^opulation so 
rapidly accumulating:" 
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Before criticising the Liberians too harshly for not having 
realized the earlier sanguine expectations of their friends, we 
should reflect that it is now conceded that the development of a 
race requires a much longer period of time than was supposed 
by the founders of this Society. If we look at our own coun- 
try we find that the progress of the Negro race since its emanci- 
pation, aided as it has been by the personal contact and intelli- 
gent and consecrated services of thousands of the best men and 
women and hundreds of millions of dollars of the white race, 
falls far below the expectations of its friends at the close of the 
civil war in 1865. 

In his recent testimony before the Congressional Industrial 
Commission, President Frissell^of the famous Hampton colored 
school, quoted his predecessor. General Armstrong, as expressing 
the opinion that, taking the Negro population as a whole in the 
United States since the close of the civil war, one-third of it had 
retrograded, one-third had remained stationary, and one-third 
had progressed. We can at least make as favorable a statement 
of the average progress of the Liberians. 

That a large majority of the leading colored people of the 
United States at present look askance upon any scheme of col- 
onization or even emigration is very evident, and it is equally 
patent that these leaders of the race are not pure Negroes and 
in many of them the blood and inherited predilections of the 
white race largely predominate. The motto emblazoned upon 
their banner is, *' Let down your buckets where you are." Ex- 
cellent as we may concede this motto to be in general, neverthe- 
less we venture to assert that it is not of universal application 
nor a panacea for all the ills that constitute a most vexed and 
serious race problem in this country. 

That this recently promulgated motto for the race does not 
admit of universal application has been clearly demonstrated 
in the past history of the world. Such was not the divine direc- 
tion to the Children of Israel in the midst of their Egyptian 
surroundings, and such was not the motto of the brave and 
hardy men who left the material wealth and comforts of the old 
world to found in an American wilderness a nation which now 
stands foremost in intelligence, wealth, power, and all that goes 
to make the most advanced Christian civilization. 

The Re[)ort of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 16, 1900. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held today, at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 
450 Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., presided. 

Mr. J. Onnond Wilson was appointod Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 17, 1899, 
were presented and approved. 

The Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wil- 
son were ai)pointed a committee to nominate officers for the en- 
suing]; year, and upon the recommendation of the committee the 
following officers were elected : 

PRESIDENT: 
1899 Rkv. JULIUS E. GRAAfMER, D. D., Md. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS : 



1867 Mr. Samuel A. Crozer, Pii. 

1870 Mr. Robert Arthington, F^nRland. 

1874 Rev. Bishop R. 8. Foster, D. D., Mass. 

1875 Mr. Samuel K. Wilson, N. J. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, I). D., Pa. 

1876 Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D.,Ga. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenek, D. I)., Pa. 

1878 Hon. Richard W. Thompson, Ind. 

1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, I). D., Col. 

1882 Mr. Henry G. Marquand, N. Y. 

1884 Rev. George D. Boardman, D. D., Pa. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D., N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W. Blyden,LL. D.,Liberia. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 
1888 Rev. J. Aspinwall Hodge, D. D., I'a. 

1891 Rev. Leigliton Parks, Mass. 

1892 Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 
1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett. I). !>., N.Y. 



Adjourned. 



1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
1893 Hon. J. C. Baneroa Davis, D. C. 
1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 

1895 Mr. Robert B. Davidson, Pa. 

1895 Mr. Isaac* T. Smith, N.Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnouz, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Bishop J. A. Handy, D. D., Kan. 
1896 Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Pa. 
1890 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace RadclifTe, D. D., D. C. 
1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1896 Rt. Rev. Henry Y.Satterlee, D.D.,D.C. 

1897 Rev. Bishop J. K. Hurst, D. D., D. C 
1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, D. C. 

1900 Hon. J. L. M. Curry, L. L. D., D. C*. 
900 Hon. John Eaton, L. L. D., D. C. 



J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 16, 1900. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., President, presided. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Judson Smith, D. D. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 17, 1899, 
were presented and approved. 

A note was received from Mr. J. J. Darlington, a member of 
the Executive Committee, regretting his inability to be present 
at the meeting and to serve on the Committee on Accounts and 
Finance. 

Mr. James L. Norris and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson were ap- 
pointed a Committee on Credentials, and the Committee reported 
the following-named delegates, appointed for the year 1900, 
present : 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Gilbert Em ley. 

Massachusetts Colonization Society. — The Rev. Judson Smith, 
D. D. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — The Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., the 
Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D,,Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James 
L. Norris, and Mr. Clement W. Howard. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Emley, it was — 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 

Committee on Education and Foreign Relations. — Dr. Huntington 
and Dr. Smith. 

Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Howard. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies. — Dr. Smith and 
Mr. Emley. 

Committee on Emigration. — Dr. Sunderland and Mr. Norris. 



20 EIGHTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF 

On motion, it was — 

ResoltYii, That a comaiittee be ap(x>inted to nominate the Executive 
Committee, SecretarVi and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Eniley, Dr. Smith, and Dr. Sunderland were appointed 
the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-third Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and disburse- 
ments for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also a 
statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report, just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as 
relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion — 

The Board took a recess to give the members an opportunity 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Colonization 
Society. 

The Board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Emley, Chairman of the Committee to Nominate an Exec- 
utive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following 
report, which was adopted unanimously : 

For the Executive Committee. — The Rev. Byron Sunderland, 
D. D., the Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, 
the Rev. Alexander Mackay-Smith, D. D., Mr. James L. Norris, 
Mr. Joseph J. Darlington, and Mr. Clement W. Howard. 

For Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

For Treasurer.— 'Mr. James L. Norris. 

Mr. Howard, Chairman of the Standing Committeepn Accounts 
and Finance, presented and read the following report, which was, 
on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectfully report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
January 1 to DecemV)er 31, 1891), and the vouchers for the disbursements, 
and find the same correct, and that they have examined the evidences 
of property belonging to the Society for its own use and in trust, and find 
that they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 
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The Rev. Dr. Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary 
Societies and Agencies, made the following report, which was 
adopted : 

The Ck>mmittee on Auxiliary Societies and A^ncies would urge the 
importance, in view of the slender resources of the several Auxiliary So- 
cieties and the dan^r that the funds at their disposal be scattered or lost, 
of devising some way in which these several funds may be combined and 
placed at the disposal of the parent Society, and would recommend that 
the Executive Committee give special attention to this matter during the 
coming year. 

The Rev. Dr. Sunderland, Chairman of the Committee on Emi- 
gration, made the following report, which was adopted : 

Your committee respectfully reports that the emigration of Negroes 
from this country to Liberia during the past year is not without encour. 
agement ; more than fifty emigrants have gone there, and many of them 
at their own expense. This Society is only limited by lack of funds in 
its work of aiding Negroes in the United States who desire to emigrate to 
Liberia. In the past year it has helped a few to that Republic, and 
would gladly have helped more. The indications are that this emigration 
will in the future increase, and many of these people will seek their for- 
tunes in Liberia quite independent of any financial aid from this Society. 

The Rev. Dr. Huntington, Chairman of the Committee on 
Education and Foreign Relations, made the following report, 
which was adopted : 

It is not our object in this report to direct the attention of the Society 
to the importance of the education of the Negro race at large, but to the 
urgent need of far greater effort for the training of those who propose to 
emigrate to Liberia. 

In accordance with the sound policy on which the Society has de- 
termined to act in the future, of sending out only those who by their 
physical, intellectual, and moral character seem qualified to aid in de- 
veloping the resources of the country, and in adding not only to its popu- 
lation, but also to its real strength and wealth, your committee urge the 
Society to endeavor to secure both from the several State societies and 
from other friends of colonization in all parts of our country, the neces- 
sary means of educating young men and women for Liberia. And we 
further suggest that, after providing pecuniary means for their education, 
our Society make arrangements with the principals of some of the best 
colored seminaries of the South to seek for those among their pupils who 
may desire to emigi-ate, and who by their culture and character may give 
the brightest promise of efficient service to the little Republic. 

The American Colonization Society might thus obtain, year after year. 
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from our best colored institutions of learning? the most cultured and 
approved class of emigrants. What prevents us from maturinf^ and exe- 
cuting some such plan for the education and preparation of emigrants 
for Liberia ? 

And let us not be discouraged in our efforts to arouse our national legis- 
lators to the importance of aiding and protecting this little struggUug 
African State. 

President Grammer read a very interesting paper on the Negro 
problem in this country and colonization in Liberia. 

Mr. Emley made a statement of the financial condition of the 
Pennsylvania Colonization Society, showing its invested funds 
to amount to about $20,000. 

Dr. Smith made a statement of the financial condition of the 
Trustees of Donations for Education in Liberia, showing their 
invested funds amounted to about $42,000. 

Both gentlemen expressed a desire for the fullest cooperation 
with this Society, believing that the combined eflforts and re- 
sources of all the societies could be made much more effective 
in promoting the general object in view than can be secured by 
separate administration. 

On motion of Mr. Emley, it was — 

Resolvedy That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee for publication. 

The Rev. Dr. Huntington pronounced the benediction. 

Adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary. 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 

or TKB 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



*'^j 



An Act of the Leghlature of Maryland^ passed March 22, 1837, entiUed 
*^An Actio Incorporate the American Colonizatmi Society. ^^ 

Whereas, by an Act of the General Assembly of Maryland, entitled 
In Act (0 Incorporate the American Colonization So(^:idi/j'* "passed at Decern- • 
ber pession, eis^'hteen hundred and thirty -one, chapter one hundred and 
eiglity-nine, the said Society was incorporated with certum powers; And 
whereas it is represented to this General Assembly that the rij^hts and 
interests of said Society have l>een materially injured, and are likely to 
sulier further injury, by certain alleged omissions on the part of said 
Society to give eiliciency to said Act: Therefore — 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Marifland, That John C. Herbert, • 

Daniel Murray, Joseph Kent, Ezekicl F. Chamber?i, Dnniel Jenifer, George C. WushinR- 
ton, Virgil Maxcy, Zaccheua Collins Lee, Alexander Randall, Fruncia S. Key, Walter 
Jones, Ralph R. Guriey, and William W. Seaton, of the Society (galled the American 
Society for Coloniain^ the free people of color of the United States, and their successors, 
together with such others elected and qualified, as the present or future Couj<titution, 
by-laws, ordinances or regulations of said Society, do or aliall hereafter prescribe, shall 
be, and tliey are liereby created and declared to be, a body politic andcorporato, by tho 
name, style, and title of Tho American Colonization Society, and l:>y that name shall 
have perpetinil succession, and shall be able to sue and be 'sued, to plead and be im- 
pleaded, m any court of law or equity in this State, and may have and use a common 
seal, and the same may destroy, alter, or renew at pleasure, and shall have power to 
purchase, have, and enjoy, to them and their successors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
tenements, or liereditaments, by the gift, bargain, sale, devise, or other act of any 
person or persons, body politic or corporate whatsoever; to take and receive any sum 
or sums of money, goods or chattels, thatfihall bo given, sold, or bequeathed to them 
in any manner whatsoever; to occupy, use, and enjoy, or sell, transfer, or otherwise 
dispose of, according to tho by-laws and ordinances regulating the same, now or hero- 
after to be prescribed, all such lauds, tenements or horeditameuts, money, goods or chat- 
tels, as th,ey shall determine to be moste.ondueivoto the colon i/.ation, with their own con- 
8ent> in Africa, of the frea, people of color residing in tho United States, and for noother 
uses or purposes whatsoever; and as soon after the passage of this Act jlm may be con- 
venient, to elect such officers as tlie;v or a majority of them present may deem proper, 
and to make and ordain such Constitution, by-laws, ordinances, and regulations a.s may 
be necessary for the organization of the said Society ; and to repeal, alter, or amend tlie 
same ; to prescribe the times of meeting, tho qualilicatious ana terms of memhorsiiip. 
and to do all such other actsand deeds as they shall deem necessary for regulating and 
manaf^ing the concerns of tlie said body corporate; Provif led, ho wcver/l hut the Con- 
stitution and laws of this State and of tlie United States^ aud this Act of Assembly be 
not violated thereby. 

Skc. 2, And be it eimcted, That for the object aforo^^aid all property, real, personal, 
and mixed, whether in action or possession,'and all rights, credits ;in.ld(;maiid.s, owned, 
held, or claimed, before this Act, by the said Society, and all such property, rights, 
credits, and demands as, were it not for this Act, miglit hereafter be owned,' held, or 
claimed by the said Society, shall vest, and are lnrel)j' declared to vest, in the said ho(iy 
corporate and its successors as fully and etlVv^tually as they have or could have vesti^d 
in the said Society ; and also that the said body corporate, and its successors, are hereby 
declared to l)e as comph^tely and effectually liulile and responsihUMbr all debts, de- 
mands, and claims duo now, or which would hereafter be due, by the said Society, if 
this Act of incorporation liad not been granted, as tlie said Society is now or would 
hereafter be so liable and responsible for. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted. That the said l)ody corporate, and its successors, shall for- 
ever bo incapable of holding in fee or less estate, real jMopcrty in the United Stntes, the 
yearly value of which exceeds the sum of tliirty thousand crollars, or the yearly value 
of so much thereof as may be in this State exceeds the sum of tiw thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. And he. it enacted, That tho .\(!t IxTelnhelitre nuntioned of the Gem-ral .Assem- 
bly of Maryland, chapter one hundred and eiglity-nine, of l)eceml>er session, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, Ijc and the same is herel-y repealed: Saiinri and rfstrvinii, fiowevcr^ 
to the persons incorporated liy said Act, and to'tlie American Colouizntion So(dety, all 
the right-! aud powers conferred by sai<l Act, «o fiir as the sumo may l>e necessary for 
the recovery, possession, holding, o"r enjoyment of any property, real, 'personal or mixed, 
chose in action or fruTiehise of any description whatsoever^ which may iiave been here- 
tofore given, granted, lif-vised, or bequeathed to or otherwise ar-quired by the said per- 
sons, or any of them, or to or by the American Colonization Society. 

Sec 5. And be it enacted, That this Act, and the powers and privileges granted thereby, j 

may bo at any time repealed, modified, amended, or changed at the discretion of tho 
General Assembly. \ 



CONSTITUTION 

or THE 



American' ColonizatiOx^ Society. 



Organized January 1, 1817. Incorporated March 22, 1837. 



Article 1. This Society shall }>e called Tlie American (Dolonization 
iSocietv. 

Article 2. The objects of this Society shall be to aid tlie Colonization 
of Africa by voluntary colored emigrants from the United States, and to 
promote there the extension of Giiristianity and civilization. ■ 

Article 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the funds of the Society the sum of one dollar shall be a member of the 
Society for one year frcjm the time of such payment. Any citiisen who shall 
have paid the sum of thirty dollars shall be a member for life; and any 
citizen pa^'ing the sum of one thousand dollars shall be a director for life. 
Foreiprners may be made members by a vote of the Society or of tho 
Directors. 

Articlt? 4." The Society shall meet annually at Washmgton on the tliird 
Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. 
At the annual meeting a President and Vice-President* shall bo chosen, 
who sliall perform the duties appropriate to those officers. 

Article 5. There sliall be a Board of Directors composed of the Directors 
for life and of Delegates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each of 
such Societies shall })e entitled to one Delegate and ah aviditional Delegate 
for every two hundred dollars paUl into the treasury of this Society within 
the year ending on the 31st of December: Proiidcdj That no Auxiliary' 
shall be entitlotl to more than four Delegates in any one year. 

Article 6. The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a 
Treiisurer and an Executive Couiniittec of seven pereons; all of whom shall. 
eX'OfficiOj be members of the Board. The President of the Society shall 
also Ix) a Director, ex-ouiclo, and President of the Board ; but in his absence 
at any meeting a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 

Article 7. The Board of Directors shall meet in AVa^hington, at twelve 
o'clock M., on the third Tuesday of January in each year, and at such other 
times and places as it shall a[>i»oiiit, or at the request of the Executive 
Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Societies com- 
municated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven directors shall form a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

ARricLE 8. Tlie Exe(Mitive Committee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of tlie Secretary. This Committee shall have 
discretionary power to transact the business of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations as are found in its charter, in its Constitution, and in the 
votes that have l)een jjavssed, or may hereafter be passed, by the Board of 
Directors. The Secretary and Treasurer shall l>e members of the Com- 
mittee, ej-'Oificio, with the rig) it to deliberate, but not to vote. The Com- 
mittee is authorized to till all vacancies in its own body, to apjxjint a 
Secretary or Treasurer, Avhenever such cilices are vacant, and to appoint 
and direct such Agents iis may be n(H\^ssary for the service of the Society. 
At every annual meeting the Committee shall report their doings to tne 
Societv and to tlie Board of Directors. 

Arttcj.eO. This Constitution may be amemled u[)on a proposition to 
that ettect, made and ai)i>roved at any meeting of the l>oard of Directors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies rei^resented in the Board of 
Directors, transinitte«l to tin; Secrotarv and published in the ofllcial paper 
of the Society three months l)efore the animal meethig; provided suCh 
amendment receive tlie sanction of two-thirds of the Board atite next 
amuial meeting. 
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FORM OP BEQUEST. 

I jfive aiul bcciiioath to The Ameimvan Colonization Socikty the 
sum of (lollar8. 

(If the beqiiej-t is of personal or real et^tate, so desoribe it that it 
can be easily identitied.) 



EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA. 

Pei>!ons ^viHllillg to emiiirate to l.ibeila and desiring information or 
a.SJ?istan(,'e slunild addres-s *' Mr. J. Oiniond Wils:on, Seeretary of the 
American Colonization Sociity. Coluni/jition Rooms, AriO Pennsylvania 
Avenue N. W., Wa,^liin^'t(;n, 1). C," giving their name.'*, a<»es, and circum- 
stances. A]>prK'ations for assii^tance have l^ecome so numerous that the 
Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things being equal, 
to those who will pay the most toward the cOwSt of their j)assage and 
settlement in Li])eria. 



BULLETINS OF INFORMATION. 

Bidletins of inlbrmation are is>ucd from time to lime, as circumstances 
may justify, wliich contain the i)ro«'ee(lings of the Society, important in- 
formation and news from Lil)eria. and movements for the civilization and 
evangelization (►f Afric[i. The>e will he sent, witii(»nt charge, to the 
oificers of the Society, its Auxiliaries, life members, and annual contrib- 
utors of ten dollar> and ui>\sard to the funds of the Society. Orders or 
remittances f-jr lhe<e sliould be sent to Mr. .1. Orujond Wilson, Secretary, 
Colonization Rooms, Washington, D. C. Phick, IM Cents. 

Colonization Building. No. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue. Washington, 0. C. 
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THE EIGHTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



The death of Mr. Robert Arthington, of Leeds, England, 
takes from this Society a distinguished member and one of its 
Vice-Presidents for a quarter of a century. 

Mr. Arthington was a wealthy Englishman, of profound relig- 
ious convictions, who used his large means most liberj^lly for the 
benefit of the less fortunate of his fellow-men. He gave freely 
to religious missions, and in June, 18G8, he donated to the 
American Colonization Society £1,000, accompanied by a state- 
ment of his desire " to make a most vigorous effort, in living ex- 
pectant faith joined to intensely earnest prayer, to subdue all 
Africa before the liOrd by colonizing a breadth of four degrees 
of territory entirely across the African continent." 

The money was received in the following November, and in 
transmitting it Mr. Arthington stated that he wished it "laid 
out in sending persons to Liberia in whom it is unmistakably 
evident that they have the highest welfare of Africa at heart." 

The Board of Directors of this Society passed the following : 

**Re8olvedj That we tender our grateful thanks to Robert Arthin>;ton, 
Esq., of Leeds, England, for his 'generous gift of £1,000 for the passage 
and settlement in Liberia of emigrants selected with reference to their 
fitness to promote the regeneration of Africa." 

This Society, in administering Mr. Arthington's bequest of 
about $5,000, selected 79 persons — men, women, and children — 
from Windsor, Bertie county, North Carolina, who embarked 
for Liberia on the ship Golcmida in Hampton Roads, No- 
vember 11, 1869, and it is stated in the records that *' they pos- 
sessed unusual qualifications for usefulness and appeared to 
come up to the requirements of the generous donor whose name 
they are to perpetuate." 

These 79 selected emigrants were located in a rich agricul- 
tural region on the right bank of the St. Paul river, about 20 
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miles above its mouth, and the settlement was named **Arthing- 
ton.'' 

From that date until the present time Arthington has been 
most prosperous as an agricultural community, unequaled by 
any other Liberian settlement. 

BUREAU OF INFORMATION. 

Two Bulletins, Nos. 16 and 17, each of 96 pages, No. 16 con- 
taining a half-tone portrait of the Hon. J. J. Ross, Vice-Presi- 
dent of Liberia, and No. 17, one of the Hon. G. W. Gibson, Sec- 
retary of State of Liberia at the date of publication, have been 
published. 

Of each Bulletin an edition of 1,500 copies was issued, and 
in response to calls for information they were distributed widely 
over this country and Liberia. 

The applications for assistance in emigrating to Liberia were 
numerous, but we regret to say that a majority of them came 
from persons whose chief claim seemed to be that they were 
not doing well in this country. 

It is the business of this Society to be well posted in what- 
ever relates to Liberia, and to furnish to all inquirers the most 
reliable information available. This involves quite an exten- 
sive correspondence. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the past year the Society has furnished a free passage 
for emigrants to Liberia as follows : 

Miss Cordelia Iris Durham, aged 20, teacher, from Little Rock, 
Arkansas, December, 1900. 

Eugene R. Gravelly, aged 27, teacher, and his wife, Mrs- 
Eugene R. Gravelly, aged 23, teacher, both from Atlanta, Georgia, 
December, 1900. 

From reports in newspapers and other sources, information 
has been received of quite a large number of emigrants who 
have gone to Liberia from this country and paid their own ex- 
penses during the past year, and it is believed that this inde- 
pendent emigration is increasing from year to year. 

The present resources of this Society enable it to assist only 
a few emigrants annually, and its purpose is to aid only young 
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men and women morally, physically, and mentally strong and 
well qualified to render good service in building up a new 
country. 

EDUCATION. 

The Hall Free School, at Harper, Cape Palmas, has been in 
successful operation during the past year. The same efficient 
local board of trustees and the same teacher, Mr. Samuel J. 
Dossen, have conducted the school now for several vears and 
appear to have discharged their respective duties to the entire 
satisfaction of the patrons of the school. 

The whole number of pupils enrolled was 153, the average 
number enrolled was 101, of whom 68 were born of native 
African or heathen parents. 

Graham School No. 1, at Greenville, Since county ; Graham 
School No. 2, at Royesville, Montserrado county, and Graham 
School No. 3, at Brewerville, Montserrado county, have con- 
tinued in regular operation throughout the year. This Society 
assists in the payment of the salaries of the teachers of these 
schools upon the following conditions: The Liberians are to 
provide acceptable buildings and furniture, the schools are to 
be subject to the general supervision of our agent in Liberia, 
and ])ayments are to be made only upon the receipt by this 
Society of reports of the schools, af)proved by our agent. 

The highest aim that any assistance to Liberia can have is to 
help her to help herself, and it will be readily apparent that 
our educational assistance is on this line. 

With the same end in view an arrangement was made for the 
sale of the best American school text books and appliances 
through our agent in Liberia at a price not exceeding the whole- 
sale cost in this country, thereby enabling many parents to 
equip their children properly for school without being subjected 
to exorbitant expense or dependent upon the charity of mission- 
ary societies for the miscellaneous supplies at their disposal. 
Mr. Stevens, our agent, has reported a gratifying increase in the 
amount of sales for the past year. 

The ** Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D., Scholarship," supported 
by this Society in Gammon Theological Seminary, South At- 
lanta, Georgia, was awarded for the year 1900 to Mr Eugene R. 
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Gravelly. Prof. J. W. E. Bowen, D. D., acting president of the 
seminary, speaks of him as follows: 

** Last year the * Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D., Scholarship ' 
was given to Mr. Eugene R. Gravelly. Mr. Gravelly sustained 
a good record while in the seminary. His general average was 
good, making little more than second grade. On many studies 
he made first grade. His Christian character and intelligent 
zeal for missionary work impressed us that the scholarship was 
wisely spent. He has been accepted as a missionary for Africa 
and will sail with Bishop Hartzell. 

" It is gratifying to us to observe that this is the fourth man 
who has received the scholarship and who goes to Africa as a 
missionary. It is of special note that the new enterprise in our 
work in Africa was inaugurated by young men who have been 
assisted by the * Theodore Lewis Mason. M. D., Scholarship.' 

" 1 mention these items to confirm your faith in placing the 
scholarship in the seminary and to assure you that its future 
wise administration will be our constant care. 

"The Rev. W. W. Lucas, A. M., B. D., is now the secretary 
of the Stewart Missionary Foundation for Africa. His office is 
in the seminary and he is giving his whole time to the work. 
His early training and choice of life fit him admirably to bring 
large results to the missionary work for Africa. Any informa- 
tion which you may desire on the work will be gladly furnished 
by him as well as by any member of the Foundation. 

" We wish to thank you, moreover, for furnishing the differ- 
ent bands with copies of your bulletin, Liberia." 

LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS IN LIBERIA. 

Minister Smith, of Monrovia, in a letter addressed to this 
Society under date of September 6, 1900, notes as evidence of 
recent legislative progress in Liberia the enactment of a criminal 
code defining crimes and fixing punishments, instead of de- 
pending upon English and American laws ; the creation of a 
bureau of education, the reopening of the College of Liberia, 
the enactment of an election and registration law, the estab- 
lishment of bonded warehouses in every port of entry, thus 
reconstructing the customs regulations of the Republic ; the 
organization of the Grand Cape Mount region into a new tend- 
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tory, with Robertsport as the capital, and the creation of the 
Liberian Mining Association, with a capital stock of $300,000 
and the right to employ the service of foreign individuals or 
companies, who shall have the privilege, under the direction of 
the association, of entering lands acquired by the latter and 
prospecting thereon. The president of the association is Mr. 
F. (). Thome, of Cape Palmas. Mr. Smith adds that there is a 
strong sentiment in favor of the reopening of the ports of 
entry, closed for the last 35 years, to foreign trade. 

It is understood that Mr. Julius C. Stevens prepared the bills 
for what appear to be the two most important of the acts 
enumerated above, the criminal code and the bureau of educa- 
tion, and.was instrumental in their passage, and it is gratifying 
to this Society to know that their agent in Liberia is rendering 
so valuable service to that country. 

The Government of Liberia, appreciating his qualifications 
for the office and in recognition of his services in drafting and 
securing the passage of the educational act, appointed Mr. 
Stevens the chief executive officer of the bureau of education 
and the general superintendent of the public schools of the 
country. He has entered upon his duties, has inaugurated 
measures that promise great improvements, and is personally 
visiting and inspecting the schools in all parts of the country. 
As the agent of this Society he reports to it regularly the work 
that he is doing, the condition of the schools, and the progress 
being made. 

LIBERIA COLLEGE. 

Liberia College was founded through the agency of an asso- 
ciation organized and incorporated in Massachusetts in 1850 
under the title of *' The Trustees of Donations for Education 
in Liberia." The first work of this board of trustees was to 
raise funds in this country to enable them to carry out their 
project. At a later date, about 1861, the legislature of Liberia 
chartered the college and enacted such laws as were necessary 
to put the college in operation. Under this arrangement there 
were two boards of trustees, one in Massachusetts and one in 
Liberia, jointly controlling the college. The New York State 
Colonization Society, having received quite a large amount of 
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funds for educational purposes, also contributed liberally to its 
support. 

The institution was thus carried on for a period of more than 
a score of years, and in its most prosperous days had a very 
able corps of pure Negro professors — Blyden, Crumraell, Bar- 
clay, Gibson, and others — and its graduates have proved to be 
most able and valuable citizens of the little Republic. 

This college project was undertaken and carried on independ- 
ent of this Society, and in fact its work was considered to be 
outside of the specific chartered purpose of the American Col- 
onization Society, which was for "the colonization, with their 
own consent, in Africa, of the free people of color residing in 
the United States, and for no other uses or purposes whatsoever." 

For reasons not necessary to be related in detail here, the 
chief of which was the want of funds, the collie suspended 
operations several years ago. 

Early in the past year the legislature passed an act to reopen 
the college, and provided that ** one-half of the export duty on 
piassava, one-half of the proceeds of the sales of public lands, 
and all escheated property be set apart as an endowment for 
this purpose." 

It will be noticed that the above is not a specific money ap- 
propriation and we have not the data to enable us to judge of 
its value expressed in currency. We sincerely hope, however, 
that the financial ability of the government of Liberia may be 
commensurate with the educational zeal of its legislature. 

RESIGNATION OP PRESIDENT COLEMAN. 

Mr. Ste\:ens, our agent in Liberia, has informed us that under 
the pressure of public dissatisfaction on account of his " interior 
policy '' or policy in dealing with the natives and still uncivil- 
ized tribes of Liberia, in December last President Coleman re- 
signed his office and the Hon. G. \V. Gibson, Secretary of State, 
under the law succeeded him as President of the Republic. 

Whether or not there was justification for dissatisfaction suffi- 
cient to call for so radical a step we have not yet learned, but in 
any event it is gratifying to know that the change was made in 
a peaceful, orderly manner, and in accordance with law. 
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EFFORTS TO CONSOLIDATE THE SOCIETIES. 

The Araerican Colonization Society, the Pennsylvania State 
Colonization Society, tlie New York State Colonization Society, 
and the Trustees of Donations for Education in Liberia, a 
Massachusetts society, all independently holding funds in trust 
for Liberia, although not in large amounts, this Society thought 
it possible to consolidate these funds and thus do more efiective 
work, and with this end in view entered into correspondence 
with the other societies named above. 

After full deliberation, each of the other societies reported 
that it was found to be impracticable or inexpedient to enter 
into such an arrangement. 

HISTORY OP THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT AND LIBERIA. 

On March 3, 1819, an act of Congress was ai)proved, of which 
sections 2 and 7 read as follows : 

"Sec. 2. And be U further niactedt That the President of the United States 
be, and lie is hereby, authorized to make such regulations and arrange- 
ments as he may deem expedient for the safe keeping, support, and re- 
moval l>eyond the limits of the United States of all such Negroes, 
mulattoes, or persons of color as may he so delivered and brought within 
their jurisdiction , and to appoint a proper person or persons, residing 
upon the coast of Africa, as agent or agents for receiving the Negroes, 
mulattoes, or persons of color delivered from on board vessels seized in 
the prosecution of the slave trade by commanders of the United States 
armed vessels." 

"SifiC. 7. And he it further enacted ., That a sum not exceeding one hun- 
dred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to carry 
this law into effect/' 

President Monroe appointed the person or persons ** residing 
upon the coast of Africa, as agent or agents for receiving the 
Negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color," *' with an eocpress in- 
junction to exercise no power founded on the principle of colonization.^^ 

President Lincoln, in his message to Congress, December 3, 
1861, said : 

'* Under and by virtue of the act of Congress entitled *An act to 
confiscate property used for insurrectionary purposes,' approved 

2 
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August 6, 1861, the legal claims of certain persons to the labor and 
service of certain other persons have become forfeited, and num- 
bers of the latter thus liberated are already dependent on the 
United States and must be provided for in some way. 

^^ Besides this, it is not impossible that some of the States will 
pass similar enactments for their own benefit respectively, and 
by operation of which persons of the same class will be thrown 
upon them for disposal. In such case I recommend that Con- 
gress provide for accepting such persons from such States, ac- 
cording to some mode of valuation, in lieu, pro tanto^ of direct 
taxes or upon some other plan to be agreed on with such States 
respectively ; that such persons or such acceptance by the Gen- 
eral Government be at once deemed free, and that in any event 
steps be taken for colonizing both classes (or the one first men- 
tioned if the other shall not be brought into existence) at some 
place or places in a climate congenial to them. It might be 
well to consider, too, whether the free colored people already 
in the United States could not, so far as individuals may desire, 
be included in such colonization. 

" To carry out the plan of colonization may involve the ac- 
quiring of territory and also the appropriation of money beyond 
that to be expended in the territorial acquisition. Having 
practiced the acquisition of territory for nearly sixty years, the 
question of constitutional power to do so is no longer an open 
one with us. The power was questioned at first by Mr. Jeffer- 
son, who, however, in the purchase of Jjouisiana, yielded his 
scruples on the plea of great expediency. If it be said that the 
only legitimate object of acquiring territory is to furnish homes 
for white men, this measure efiects that object, for the emigra- 
tion of colored men leaves additional room for whites remain- 
ing or coming here. Mr. Jefferson, however, placed the impor- 
tance of securing Louisiana more on political and commercial 
grounds than on providing room for population. 

"On this whole proposition, including the appropriation of 
money with the acquisition of territory, does not the expediency 
amount to absolute necessity that without which the Govern- 
ment itself cannot be perpetuated? " 
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On April 16, 1862, an act of Congress was approved of which 
section 11 reads as follows : 

**Sec'. 11. And be U further enacted, That the sum of on© hundred 
thousand dollars, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, is hereby appropriated, to be expended under the direction 
of the President of tlie United States, Jx> aid in the colonization and set- 
tlement of such free persons of African descent now residing in said Dis- 
trict [District of CoUimbia], including those to be liberated by this act, 
as may desire to emigrate to the republics of Hayti or Liberia,. or such 
other country beyond the limits of the United States as the President 
may determine : Provided, The expenditure for this purpose shall not 
exceed one hundred dollars for each emigrant." 

This appropriation was never expended. 
On July 16, 1862, an act of Congress was approved, of which 
section 1 reads as follows : 

'* To enable the President to carry out the act of Congress for the 
emancipation of the slaves in the District of Columbia, and to colonize 
those to be made free by the probable passage of a confiscation bill, five 
hundred thousand dollars, to be repaid to the Treasury out of the con- 
fiscated property, tq be used at the discretion of the President in secur- 
ing the right of colonization of said persons made free, and in payment 
of the necessary expenses of their removal." 

This appropriation was never expended. 
President Lincoln, in his message to Congress, December 6, 
1864, said : 

" Official correspondence has been freely opened with Liberia, 
and it gives us a pleasing view of social and political progress 
in that Republic. It may be expected to derive new vigor from 
American influence, improved by the rapid disappearance of 
slavery in the United States. 

" I solicit your authority to furnish to the Republic a gun- 
boat at moderate cost, to be reimbursed to the United States by 
installments. Such a vessel is needed for the safety of that 
State against the native African races, and in Liberian hands it 
would be more effective in arresting the African slave trade 
than a squadron in our own hands. The possession of the 
least organized naval force would stimulate a generous am- 
bition in the Republic, and the confidence which we should 
manifest by furnishing it would win forbearance and favor 
toward the colony from all civilized nations." 
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On April 7, 1866, an act of Congress was approved which 
reads as follows : 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in (congress assembled^ That the President of the United Stntes 
be, and he ia hereby, authorized to transfer to the Government of the 
Republic of Liberia any one of the gunboats now or hereafter included 
in the Navy of the United States, her armament, tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, which may be acceptable to that Government, and can, in the 
judgment of the Secretary of tlie Navy, be conveniently spared for that 
purpose, and upon a valuation to be fixed by him. 

** Sbc. 2. And be ii further enacted. That the Secretary of the Navy is au- 
thorized and directed to enter into a contract with any person duly em- 
powered by the government of that Republic, by which that Government 
shall engage to repay to the United States the value of the gunboat to be 
transferred : Provided, That the contract shall stipulate for the full reim- 
bursement to the United States of the value of such gunboat in annual 
installments, not exceeding ten in number, with interest on each at six 
per centum per annum from the date of the contract.'* 

The transfer of a gunboat, as authorized above, was never ef- 
fected. 

President Arthur, in his message to Congress, December 4, 
1882, said : 

" The Government has recently had occasion to manifest its 
interest in the Republic of Liberia by seeking to aid the amica" 
ble settlement of the boundary dispute now pending between 
that Republic and the British possession of Sierra Leone." 

In his message to Congress, December 4, 1883, he said : 

" Through our ministers at London and at Monrovia, this 
Government has endeavored to aid Liberia in its differences 
with Great Britain touching the northwestern boundary of that 
Republic. 

*' There is a prospect of adjustment of the dispute by the 
adoption of the Mannah river as the line. This arrangement is a 
compromise of the conflicting territorial claims and takes from 
Liberia no country over which it has maintained effective juris- 
diction." 

President Cleveland, in his message to Congress, December 6, 
1886, said : 

" The weakness of Liberia and the difficulty of maintaining 
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effective sovereignty over its outlying districts have exposed 
that Republic to encroachment. It cannot be forgotten that 
this distant community is an offshoot of our own system, owing 
its origin to the associated benevolence of American citizens, 
whose praiseworthy efforts to create a nucleus of civilization in 
the Dark Continent have commanded respect and sympathy 
everywhere, especially in this country. Although a formal 
protectorate over Liberia is contrary to our traditional policy, 
the moral right and duty of the United States to assist in all 
proper ways in the maintenance of its integrity is obvious and 
has been consistently announced during nearly half a century. 
I recommend that, in the reorganization of our navy, a small 
vessel, no longer found adequate to our needs, be presented to 
Liberia, to be employed by it in the protection of its coastwise 
revenues." 

The Congress did not authorize the presentation of a vessel 
to Liberia as recommended above. 

President Harrison, in his message to Congress, December 6, 
1892, said : 

" In consequence of the action of the French Government in 
proclaiming a protectorate over certain tribal districts of the 
West Coast of Africa, eastward of the San Pedro river, which 
has long been regarded as the southeastern boundary of Liberia, 
I have felt constrained to make protest against this encroach- 
ment upon the territory of a republic which was founded by 
citizens of the United States and toward which this country 
has for many years held the intimate relation of a friendly 
counselor." 

During the second administration of President Cleveland, 
upon the request of this Society, Mr. Gresham, Secretary of 
State, addressed the following letter, September 9, 1893, to 
Beverly Y. Payne, representative of the United States in 
Liberia : 

*' I herewith enclose copy of a memorial addressed to this 
department by the American Colonization Society. It is stated 
in the memorial that the pending treaty between France and 
Liberia, by which it is proposed, in effect, that Liberia shall 
cede to France that portion of Liberian territory between the 
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Rivers Cavalla and the San Pedro, is in gross violation of the 
purposes of the founders of the colony of Maryland in Liberia 
and the rights and privileges to which the memorialists are en- 
titled for the execution of such purposes. 

" In view of the circumstances under which Liberia was 
founded and finally assumed its position as an independent 
nation, of the objects had in view by its founders, and of the 
peculiarly intimate relation which has always existed between 
the two republics, this Government has claimed and exercised 
the right, as the next friend of Liberal, to aid her in preventing 
any encroachment of foreign powers on her territorial sover- 
eignty. It was in accordance with this policy that when this 
department was informed by the French minister in this 
country, in a note of November, 1891, that certain territory 
long recognized as a part of Liberia had been placed ' under 
the sovereignty or under the protection of France,' the United 
States minister to France was instructed as follows : 

" * Occupying this position, as Liberia does, and bound to the 
United States by especial ties, which, strong in their origin, 
have been further strengthened by half a century of intimate 
relationship, it is apparent that this Government and people 
could not behold unmoved, much less acquiesce in, any pro- 
ceeding on the part of the neighbors of Liberia which might 
assume to dispose of any territory justly claimed and long 
admitted to belong to the Republic without the concurrence 
and consent of Liberia as an independent and sovereign con- 
tractant.' 

" Having thus asserted and insisted upon the rights of Liberia 
as an independent sovereignty, this Government feels that it 
stands upon strong moral grounds in protesting against any 
action by that government tending to defeat the objects for which, 
under American auspices, Liberia was founded and grew to be one 
of the nations of the earth. These objects are well set forth in the 
enclosed memorial, and it is the opinion of this Government that 
the proposed treaty, if ratified by the Liberian Government, 
cannot fail to result in serious detriment to the interests of the 
memorialists." 
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President Cleveland, in his message to Congress, December 4, 
1893, said : 

" A notable ])art of the southeasterly coast of Liberia between 
the Cavalla and San Pedro rivers, which for nearly half a cen* 
tury has been generally recognized as belonging to that Repub- 
lic by cession and purchase, has been claimed to be under the 
protectorate of France in virtue of agreements entered into by 
the native tribes over whom Liberia's control has not been well 
maintained. 

** More recently negotiations between the Liberian representa- 
tive and the French Government resulted in the signature at Paris 
of a treaty whereby as an adjustment certain Liberian territory is 
ceded to France. This convention at last advices had not been 
ratified by the Liberian legislature and executive. 

" Feeling a sympathetic interest in the fortunes of the little 
Commonwealth, the establishment and development of which 
were largely aided by the benevolence of our countrymen, and 
which constitutes the only independently sovereign State on the 
West Coast of Africa, this Government has suggested to the 
French Government its earnest concern lest territorial impair- 
ment in Liberia should take place without her unconstrained 
consent." 

The Liberian Government did not heed the advice of the 
United States so favorable to them. They ratified the treaty, 
thereby yielding to France the strip of territory between the 
Cavalla river on the west and the San Pedro on the east, hav- 
ing a frontage of 75 miles on the Atlantic ocean. They thus 
lost the independent control of the Cavalla, a valuable river 
for transportation and commerce. 

From the foregoing extracts from legislation by the Congress 
and messages of the Presidents, it is evident that the positive 
anti-colonization and anti-imperial policy of the United States 
Government announced by President Monroe at the outset of 
the settlement of Liberia by Negroes from this country, influ- 
enced and handicapped the Government from 1819 down to a 
recent date, but the events of the last two years appear to indi- 
cate a change of national policy at hand and one that may yet 
inure to the benefit of Liberia through a more practical and 
active interest in her welfare on the part of the United States. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Under the auspices of eminent statesmen and philanthropists 
of the United States the little Republic of Liberia was settled 
by Negroes from the United States 79 years ago. Fifty-four 
years ago it made its declaration of independence and has been 
recognized as a sovereignty by all the civilized nations of the 
world. 

Since then it has maintained its independent nationality, al- 
though its progress has not been what its friends have expected 
and desired. Its form of government is modeled after that of 
the United States. 

Its territory lies on the best portion of the West Coast of Africa, 
having a frontage of about 350 miles on the Atlantic ocean and 
extending back into the interior about 200 miles. 

Its present population consists of about 20,000 American Ne- 
groes and their descendants, and 1,000,000 native Africans, 
those nearest to the settlements being civilized or partially so. 

In the struggle to maintain its nationality under adverse cir- 
cumstances and surroundings, Liberia deserves the sympathy 
and, at least, moral support of every civilized country, and more 
especially of the United States. 

The citizens of the United States through the American Col- 
onization Society have expended over $3,000,000 in founding 
Liberia. Most of this expenditure was made prior to the gen- 
eral emancipation of slaves in this country. Since that event 
the benevolence of the country in behalf of the Negro hajs been 
to a great extent diverted from Liberia and directed almost ex- 
clusively toward his education and improvement here. 

Liberia afifords abundance of unoccupied and undeveloped 
territory, the richest and most productive soil, a climate suited 
to the Negro, and an independent government of republican 
form that has maintained itself for more than half a century, 
and in the fierce contest now going on between the different 
races of men it may be yet that this little independent republic, 
away out on the West Coast of Africa, will be recognized as hold- 
ing out the most favorable opportunities to the Negro race. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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MINUTES OP THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, February 12, 1901. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society, 
postponed from January 15, was held today, at 1 o'clock p. m., 
in the rooms of the Society, 450 Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer. D. D., presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 16, 1900, 
were presented and approved. 

The Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson 
were appointed a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing 
year, and upon the recommendation of the committee the fol- 
lowing officers were elected : 

PRESIDENT: 
1899 Rev. JULIUS E. GRAMMER, D. D., Md. 



VICE-PRESIDENTS 



1867 
1874 
1876 
187G 
1877 
1881 
1882 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1886 
1888 
1891 
1892 
1892 
1892 
1893 
1H93 



Mr. Samuel k. Crozer, Pa. 
Rev. Bishop R. 8. Foster, D. D., Mass. 
Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 
Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D, D., Ga. 
Rev. William E. Schenck, I). D., Pa. 
Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 
Mr. Henry G. Marquand, N. Y. 
Rev. George D. Boardman, I>. D., Pa. 
Rev. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D..N. Y. 
Prof. Edw. W.Blyden, LL.IX, Liberia. 
Judge Alexander B. Hjigner, D. C. 
Rev. J. Aapinwall Hodge, D. D., Pa. 
Rev. Leighton Parks, Ma.ss. 
Rev. Edward W. Appleton, 1). D., Pa. 
Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. I)., N. Y. 
Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 
Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
Hon. J. C. Banoroft Davis, D. C. 



1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 

1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnoux, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Bishop J. A. Handy, D. D., Kans. 
1896 Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Pa. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace RadclifTe, D. D., D. C. 
1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1896 Rt. Rev. Henry Y. Satterlee. D. D., D.C. 

1897 Rev. Bi.shop J. F. Hurst, D. D., D. C. 
1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, D. C. 
19(10 Hon. J. L. M. Curry, LL. D., D. C. 
19<X) Hon. John Eaton, LL. D., D. C. 
1901 Rev. Judson Smith, D. D., Maj>s. 
1901 Rev. Bishop Joseph C. HartKell, D. D.,* 
Bishop of Africa. 



Adjourned. 



J. Ormond Wii^son, 



SeaeUiry, 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, February 12, 1901, 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today, the meeting having been postponed from January 
15, at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 Penn- 
sylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., President, presided. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. George M. Adams, D. D. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held January 16, 1900, 
were presented and approved. 

Notes were received from Mr. James L. Norris and Mr. The- 
ophilus E. Roessle, members of the Executive Committee, re- 
gretting their inability, by reason of sickness, to be present at 
the meeting. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed a Committee on Creden- 
tials, and reported the following-named del^ates, appointed for 
the year 1901, present : 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Gilbert Emley. 

Massachcsetts Colonization Society. — Rev. George M. Adams, D.D. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — The Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., the 
Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., and Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

The Rev. Dr. Adams also represented the Massachusetts 
Society named *' The Trustees of Donations for Education in 
Liberia," of which he is a member. 

Whereupon, on motion of Rev. Dr. Sunderland, it was — 

Resolvedy That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and the gentlemen named be received as members of the Board. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 
Committee on Education and Foreign Relations. — Dr. Sunderland. 
Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Clement W. Howard 
and Rev. Dr. Huntington. 

Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies. — Mr. Emley. 
Committee on Emigration, — Rev. Dr. Huntington. 
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On motion, it was — 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Emley and Rev. Dr. Adams were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-fourth Annua 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also 
a statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as 
relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion, the Board took a recess to give the members an 
opportunity to attend the Annual Meeting of the American 
Colonization Society. 

The Board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Emley, chairman of the Committee to Nominate an Exec- 
utive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following 
report, which was adopted unanimously : 

For the Executive Committee. — The Rev. Byron Sunderland, 
D. D., the Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, 
Mr. James L. Norris, Mr. Joseph J. Darlington, Mr. Clement W. 
Howard, and Mr. Theophilus E. Roessle. 

For Secretary, — ^Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

For Treasurer, — Mr. James L. Norris. 

The following report of Mr. Howard, chairman of the stand- 
ing Committee on Accounts and Finance, was presented, read, 
and, on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectfully report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
January 1 to December 31, 1900, and the vouchers for the disbursements, 
and find the same correct, and that they have examined the evidences 
of property belonging to the Society for its own use and in trust, and find 
that they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 
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The Rev. Dr. Sunderland, chairman of the Committee on 
Education and Foreign Relations, made the following report, 
which was adopted : 

The Committee on Foreign Relatione respectfully reports that it is the 
earnest conviction of the American Colonization Society that the Govern- 
ment of the United States should he induced, if possible, to take some 
more practical interest in the well-being of the Republic of Liberia, in 
promoting trade between the two countries, and thus incidentally facili- 
tating emigration to Africa; and, further, in view of the action of our 
Government in former years in extending its sympathy to the infant 
Republic in its embarrassing relations, especially with the governments 
of France and Great Britain, it is devoutly to be hoped that the same 
good offices may be not only continued, but increased, so far as interna- 
tional law and good will may permit, and this, in our judgment, is all the 
more to be desired in view of the events on the African continent which 
are signalizing the opening of the new century on which we have entered. 

Mr. Emley, chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

The Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies reports that the 
same hearty sympathy as existed in former years with the parent Society 
is maintained by the several State societies, and while legal obstacles 
seem to prevent a combination of the several funds, they are disposed 
to unite, as feir as practicable, in the application of their income to the 
objects of common interest to all. The funds of the Pennsylvania State 
Colonization Society are safely invested and well cared for, and the mem- 
bers of the Society are all thoroughly agreed to apply their money and 
devote their best efforts to the furtherance of the welfare of the Republic 
of Liberia. 

The Rev. Dr. Huntington, chairman of the Committee on 
Emigration, made the following report, which was adopted: 

The policy of this Society within a few years past has been to exercise 
greater care in regard to the character of those whom we send forth to 
become citizens of Liberia and to control its future affairs. This Society 
wishes to provide only those of our Negro population with the means of 
settling in the young Republic who are strongly recommended to us as 
possessing those qualities which will make them useful members of that 
small but important State, and we recommend to the Society, first, to 
make still greater effort to obtain suitable persons as emigrants to Liberia, 
which needs men of moral force for its development and prosperity ; and, 
second, to increase its means with which to aid suitable Negro applicants 
in emigrating to the land of their fathers. 
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A letter was received from the Hon. James L. Norris, Treasurer, 
stating in detail the condition of the funds, invested and in hand, 
belonging to the Society, and asking instructions with reference 
to the notes held by this Society, the payment of which was 
secured by deeds of trust on some wharf property in Georgetown 
and on Analostan island. He also expressed his regrets that he 
was detained by illness from the meeting and his earnest wishes 
for its success. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Sunderland, the investments se- 
cured by deeds of trust on wharf property in Georgetown and 
on Analostan island were referred to Mr. Norris, Treasurer, and 
Mr. Darlington, attorney of the Society, with power to take such 
action in the premises as they may deem best. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Grammer, it was unanimously — 

Resolved^ That we, the members of this Society, convey to the Hon. 
James L. Norris, Ti-easurer, the assurance of our sincere regret that he is 
kept from us today by sickness, that we hold in grateful appreciation his 
valued services as our Treasurer, and that we trust his health, in the good 
providence of God, may be very soon restored. 

The Rev. Dr. Adams made an interesting address, in which 
he fully set forth the condition and purposes of the " Massa- 
chusetts State Colonization Society " and " The Trustees of 
Donations for Education in Liberia." 

Mr. Emley also made an interesting address relating to the 
affairs of the Pennsylvania State Colonization Socitiy. 

On motion, it was — 

Resolvfdy That the Annual Report of the Society be inferred to the Ex 
ecutive Committee for publication. 

The Rev. Dr. Sunderland pronounced the benediction. 

Adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary, 



CONSTITUTION 

OF THS 



American Colonization Society. 



Organized January 1, 1817. IneorporaUd March 22, 1837. 



Article 1. This Society siiall be called The Ainen<^an Colonization 
Society. 

Article 2. The objects of this Society shall be to aid tlie Colonization 
of Africa by vohintary colored 'einipjmnts from tlie iTnited States, and to 
promote there tlie extension of Christianity and civilization. 

Article 3. Every citizen of the United States who sliall have paid to 
the funda of the Society tlic sum of one dollar shall be i member of the 
Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who shall 
have imid the sum of thirty dollars shall be a member U)r life; and any 
citizen paying the sum of one thousand dollars phall 1x5 a dirtx;tor for life. 
Foreii^ners may l)e made members by a vote of the Society or of tlie 
Directors. 

Article 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washin'^ton on the third 
Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. 
At the annual meeting a President and Vice-Fresident.s shall be chosen, 
who shall perform the duties appropriate to those ollicers. 

Article 5. There shall be a Hoard of Directors composed of the Directors 
for hfe and of Delegates from the seveml Auxiliary Societies. Each of 
such Societies shall he entitled to one L>elct2rate and an ad-.Utional Dele.£rate 
for every two hundred dollai*s i»aid into the treasury of thi.*^ Society witiiin 
the year endinj^ on the cJlst of December: Pnnldaiy That no Auxiliary 
shall l)e entitled to nK)re than four Delegates in any one year. 

Article C. The Board shall annually appoint one or m-n'o Secretaries, a 
Treasurer and an Executive Comiuittee of seven ])ersons; nil of whom shall, 
ex-officiOy be members of the JJoar^n Tlie President of the Society shall 
also be a Director, cv-ojUciOj and President of the P.oard ; but in his absence 
at any meeting a Cliairman shall be appointed to prc.^ide. 

Ar'HCLE 7. The IJoard of Directors shall meet in Washington, at twelve 
o'clock M., on the third Tuesday of Jauiuiry in each year, and at such other 
times and places as it shall api)oint, or at the request of the ICxecutive 
Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Stjcic^tiescom- 
muniwited to the Correspon<ling Secretary. Seven directors shall form a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

Articles. The Executive C\)!nmittee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call uf the Secretary. Tlii^ Committee shall have 
discretionary power to transact the bm-rness of the Society, sul)ject only to 
such limitations ius are found in its charter, in its (.'onsLitution, and in the 
votes that have been i>assed, or may hereafter be passed, by tlie Board of 
Directoi's. The Secretary and TreahUier ^<hnll lx» nicmherH of the Com- 
mittee, i\v-(fjlirlo, with the riglit to deliberate, but not to vote. The Com- 
mittee is authorized to till all vacancies in its own Ixnly, to ai)point a 
Secretary or Treasurer, ^\lu'never such oliicc^s are vacai't, and toai))H)int 
and direct such Agents as may l)e necessary for tin* sei\'ice of the Socioty. 
At every annual niet'tlnLT tlie C<jnjmitt(.'e shall report tli«'ir iloings to the 
Societv and to the Board of directors. 

Article 9. This Constitution may l)e amended upon a ])r<^}K)sition to 
that eflect, n)arle and aj^jtroved at any meeting of the r>oar(lof Diroctoi^s, 
ormadebvanv <.>f th<' Anxiliarv Societies rejacsented in the P.oard of 
DiiX'cti)rs, transmitted to the Secretary and]>uhlivhed in tiie otlicial ])aper 
of the Society three months beiV)re tlie annual meeting:; provide*! such 
amendment receive the sanction of two-thirds of the I^jard at its next 
annual meetin<r. 



AOT OF INCORPORATION 

or l-HK 

AMERICAN COLONIZATIOjS' SOCIETY. 



An Act (*/' the Ijfgisl/tinre of Mari/Inndj pasaed March 22, 1837, entitled 
"'An Act to Incorporate the American Cohnization Society," 

Whekkas, by an Art of the General Asst?m]>ly of Marj'lancl, entitlcii 
** An Act to In.roi'i>(n\iic tin' Annrinu) Volonizaiion «S'omfi/," passed at. Decem- 
ber sosr^ion, ei<rbteen biindrod and tliirty-one, chapter one hundred and 
eighty-nine, the .^uid Society was incorj>orated with certain powere; And 
wherouH it is retm^^;ented to' this General Assembly that tlie riirhti? and 
interests of j^aid .Society have been materially injured, and are likely to 
snllor further injury, by certain alleged omissions on the part of t^aid 
Society to give eiliciency to said Act: Therefore — 

Sf.ction I. Be if cnur.fed hf/ the Grneral Aammhbj of Mnnfland, That John C, Herbert, 
Dani<l Murr.iy, Josoirh K«nt, Kzckiol K. Clmnibers, Daniel Jenifer, Gt'OPK© C Wasliinjc- 
Joii, Vir-^il M:ix«'y, ZncclifMis Collins Loe, Alcxandor Randnll, Francis S. Key, Walter 
Joii.'s, U:il{>li II. (lurjiy, and Wiilicim VV. .Soaton, of tho Sooioty called the Ani<*rican 
iSociciv for <'oloriizintr tho free p«'oi»lo of (•(tlor of the United States, and t hoi rsijecessor.*, 
toiroiiicr with sa«:li others eIf.M'tt(l and qnalifu'd, as tlie prt*sentor future C'oustitiitioti, 
hy-huv.«, oi'dinnn'M's <fr rciruiations of s:iid Sovif^ty, do or sliall hereafter prescribe, .«»hun 
he, and tln'V ar<'. herohy crraifd and declared to l>p, a IkxIv politic undcorporate, by tho 
name, NtvU', and title of 'Die Anierii-an Coloniz-ition Society, and by that name s^hnll 
have iM-rpeLiial mi'-eossion, u^d j^IkiII be ablo to «uo au«l bo sued to plead and be im- 
phuded, in any eoiirt of hiw or fHjuity in this State, antJ may have anfl line a eonimon 
s«'a), and the sanv may destroy. alr<'r, or renew nt pleasure and shall hrtve power to 
pincha'-e, hav.\ and <-nJoy, to tleni and tlioir Hiioee'^sor.-?, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
ten',-ment>i, or heri-ditrirnent^, by tlu; ^HN hargain, sale, devise, or other aet of any 
person or p''r<^<)n«-, bedy jtoliiic or corporate wJiatsoever; to take and receive any f»nm 
or -^um-i uf money, t?oo\is or «d)atteh, tiiaL shall be uiven, hold, or bequeathed to them 
in any manner wliatsocver ; to occupy, use. and enjoy, or sell, transfer, or other wisio 
disi)()-;(» ,;i"^ a''cordin^ to the by-laws and ordinanccN retrulatini; the. same, now or here- 
atV'r iv» bt' prc"^frii>.'ii,a]i su<-li lands, tenements or heredit^inients, mon<^v. poods or eliat- 
tel-, a^ they sliall determine to be mo^t <;ondiirive to the colonization, witl) thcirown eon- 
s<-nt, in AlViea, of lih' free peoph- of color residimr in the United Staten.and for no other 
use^i «,r puri'osi's what-^oever : and as H;oon alter the ])assaa;e of this Act as may Ix^ eon- 
veiiiont, to eleet sueh otlicer" a^- tln-y or a majority of them present may deem proper, 
«nd to make and ordain .sn>;li <'onsritntion, l)y-la\vs, ordinances, and reicniationp as muy 
be noeessary fur.tlie or'j;ani/.ation t»f the saiil .Soeiety ; and to repeal, alter, or amend the 
same; to proerii^c tho tiim-s of nuetinir, the qualitieatlons and terms of momberj«hip, 
anti to do all sneli otiier acts and deeds as tln-y.sliall deem necessary for reurnlating and 
manaixinii the <;oneerns of the >aid h'ody eorporate : Prori'lc/i., hofvcvcr^Thixi tho t^n- 
stiiiiiion and laws of ihis State and of the United States, and this Act of Assembly be 
not violatcfl tlcrel'y. 

Sic. ■_'. .l//d be if eitnrfoi. That for tho ol)jeet aforesaid all property, real, personal^ 
and mixed, wliether in aetion or po-session. ami all rights, credits auii'demands, owned, 
hel'l, or claimed, bef)re this Aet, by th<' sai I Society, an<i all such property, right «, 
crciiit^. and deniatid- as, were it not for this Act, miiilit hereafter be owned, held, or 
claimcfl by the >aid 'rociety. >ha!l vest. a,nii are hereViy declared to vest, in tlie said body 
e(>rp(>rate and it^ sue<-..v^,)r>i as fully and etb-i-tnally as t)i<.y have or could liavo veste«l 
in the said Soejety ; arjd al-o that the said body corporate, and its successors, are hereby 
deelared to be a- eoiiipletely and ellV'<:tnally lial'le and responsible for all dobt^s, de- 
mands, and claims <iim now, orwhieh wtuild hereafter be ilut», by tho said Society, if 
this A>'t of ineoi-iior.ition had not been granted, as the said Society Ib now or would 
here^ifier b<.i so li.ible and re.'-ponsible for. 

Si.e. :j. And fit it rniictt.d That the sai<l body corporate, and its successor*, shall for- 
ever be itieaj'.alile of holdin.ii: in fe" or lejis estate, re;il jiropei'ty in the United States, the 
yo^triy vabc" ctf whieli exe( eds the sum of thirty tIioU'-an<i dollars, or the yearly V.'due 
of so nnu'h ihererif as may be in tliis State exeeeds the sum of five thousand dollars. 

Sj.e. -1. j?/|jf /*»; (7 fiinrffl, That tlie Aet }i<'reinl>t'f'>re mentioned of the^/cneral Ass rn- 
bly of AInrylaiid, i-liapii'r one hundre<] and eiihty-niiie. of luaaMnber 6Cs>iQn, ciahteen 
hunilred and thirty-one. I>" and the same is hereby re|.ealed: Snvinfjnnd ri\strr?>ff/, hntr* v^r^ 
to tin- per--ons ine«>ri.>ora(ed liy said Aet, and to the Ameriean (.a>lonization Sii^dety, all 
tin- rights and i-o\vor- i'ont''-rifd by said Aet, .-^o tar as the same may be nect>s«<ary for 
the rceiivery, j-osses^ion lit.ldin:.r. or enieynuMir of anv prop«ii\-, real, personal or mixed 
'•liosc ill a'-tion or li^inehi-^e uf any di>'~ci iptiou what>oev.-r. whici) may liave been here- 
tofore jiiv^-n, crantv-d. di-vised, <'i" be(nii-;ttl)e<l to or otherwise ae<iuired by the said per- 
sons, or uuy of fheni, or to (U'by the AmiM'iean ('oloni/ation Soeiety. 

Sre, .'i. .l/id hf if fnactril, Tlmt tliis A' t, and the powers and jM'ivile^res granted tlierebv, 
may be at any time repealed, moditiod, amoudcd. or changed at the discretion of tlie 
General Assembly. 
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FORM OF BBQXTBST. 

I give and bequeath to The American U<)loni«ation SociKry the 
sum of dollars ^ 

(If the bequest is of i^ersonal or real estate, so describe it that it 
can be easily identified.) 



BMieRATION TO LIBBRIJIl. 

Pei-sons wishing to emigrate to Liberia and desiring information or 
assistance should address "Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary of the 
American Colonization Society, Colonization Rooms, 450 Pennsylvania 
Avenue N. W., Washington, D. C.," giving their names, ages, and dream- 
stances. Applications for assistance have become so uumerona that the 
Society will hereafter give the preference, all other things being equal, 
to those who will pay the most toward the cost of their passage and 
settlement in Liberia. . 



BULLETINS OF INFORMATION. 

Bulletins of information are is^sued from time to time, as circumstances 
may justify, which contjiin the proceedings of the Society, important in- 
formation and news froui Liberia, and movements for the civilization and 
evangelization of Africa. These will l)e sent, without chai'ge, to the 
otlicers of the S(H"iety, it>s Auxiliaries, life meml)ers, and annual contrib- 
utors of ten dollars and upward to the funds of the Society. Orders or 
remittances for these should be sent to Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary, 
(.V)lonization Rooms, Washington, I). C. Pkick, 25 CKN'ra. 

Colonization Building, No. 450 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D, C. 
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THE EIGHTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



THE REV. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 

We approach our annual report with the solemn thought that 
we have lost our chairman, the Rev. Byron Sunderland, D. D., 
since last we met. For twenty years he was a member of the 
Executive Committee of this Society, and from January 28, 
1892, its chairman. He entered upon his duties at a time when 
there were funds to pay for the conflicting necessities so con- 
stantly presented to the members and he remained until after 
people had almost forgotten the very name of the Society. As 
his death occurred before the issue of our last Bulletin, a due 
notice of it was taken in its pages, and therefore we find it un- 
necessary to repeat here what was said concerning him on that 
occasion. The place as Chairman of the Executive Committee 
has been filled by the election of the Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D. 
a member of the Executive Committee, and by Mr. William B. 
Gurley to fill the vacancy in the Committee. 

BULLETINS. 

As usual, two Bulletins, Nos. 18 and 19 — No. 18 containing a 
half-tone picture of the Executive Mansion, Monrovia, Liberia, 
and No. 19 a half-tone portrait of the Rev. Byron Sunderland, 
D. D., Chairman of the Executive Committee — have been pub- 
lished. 

An edition of 1,500 copies of each Bulletin has been issued to 
those calling for information, both in this country and in 
Liberia. 

APPLICANTS FOR EMIGRATION. 

The applicants for assistance in emigrating to Liberia have 
become more numerous than formerly, but we regret to say that 

(3) 
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they do not present very good reasons. Frequently it is stated 
that they are not doing well here, and there is no reason to 
suppose that they would do any better if they were sent to a 
foreign country. 

It is the business of this Society to ascertain what is the reason 
that they are not doing well here before giving them advice to 
emigrate. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the past year this Society has furnished a free passage 
to an emigrant to Liberia as follows : Benjamin W. Payne, aged 
26 years, doctor, from Meharry Medical College, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, born in Liberia. 

Mr. Payne was sent to the United States by Miss Sharp, a 
missionary in Monrovia, to be educated, several years ago. 
When this had been accomplished, she asked this Society to 
assist him in returning, which it did near the close of the last 
year. From the reports Mr. Payne received from the professors 
in Meharry Medical College, this Society was induced to believe 
that if returned he would make a good citizen of Liberia. 

EDUCATION. 

The Hall Free School at Harper, Cape Palmas, has been in 
successful operation during the past year. There has been no 
change in the efficient local board of trustees nor in the excel- 
lent teacher of the school during the year, and the patrons of 
the school appear to be satisfied with the present arrangement. 
The interest in the small fund set apart by the Maryland Society 
and Mr. Hall for the support of this school has decreased con- 
siderably since their action, and the amount paid to the teacher 
is less than it was thus intended to be. 

The whole number of pupils enrolled wa8sl42. The average 
number enrolled was 118, of whom 52 were born of native Afri- 
can or heathen parents. 

Graham School, No. 1, at Greenville, Sinoe county; Graham 
Schools, Nos. 2 and 3, at Royesville, Montserrado county, have 
been continued in regular operation through the year. This 
Society assists in the payment of the salaries of the teachers of 
these schools upon the following condition : The Liberians are 
to provide acceptable buildings and furniture for these schools. 
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which are to be subject to the general supervision of our agent 
in Liberia, and payments are to be made only upon the receipt 
by this Society of reports of the schools approved by our agent. 
We have furnished Mr. Stevens, our agent in Liberia, with 
$1,419.52 worth of text books since our Annual Meeting last 
year. These will be furnished to the citizens of Liberia at a 
price not exceeding their wholesale cost in this country, thereby 
enabling many parents to send their children to school prepared 
to learn from proper books without being dependent upon 
charity. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION. 

The bill for the creation of a Bureau of Education has met 
with the approval of the people, and Mr. Julius C. Stevens has 
filled the office created by it with great satisfaction to all parties. 

He has succeeded during the past year in publishing a Hand 
Book for Teachers, which shows how much interest he feels in 
the work itself. He makes the statement of his estimate of the 
power of teaching as follows : 

*' If after careful perusal and study of this book the teacher 
has become awake to the importance of his calling and actually 
does better work in the school-room and vicinity, then our labor 
will not have been in vain. I 

" Mistaken ideas lead them to disregard and violate the 
physical and moral laws, and when these laws in silence exe- 
cute the penalties, nobody seems to know the cause. They do 
not know they suffer from their own doing. Here comes in the 
work of the teacher. He is to take the child in charge and 
plant in his mind rigVit ideas of things. One who has been 
taught to think right from childhood will not de])art from it 
when he is old. 

" To be honest, truthful, willing to do right in things small 
and great, knowing that right-doing will pay us best here and 
now and make us more happy and contented, when seeing mis- 
ery in others, feeling partly responsible for it and anxious to 
remove it for our own good as well as others — these are some of 
the ideas that should be in the mind of the teacher. 

"There is the school-house and 3^ard, furniture and appara- 
tus, a uniform system of school books, slates, etc. The teacher 
pictures to himself a neat, plain school-house furnished with 
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comfortable seats for the scholars, a chair and table for the 
teacher, plenty of blackboard space, crayons, a goodly number 
of neat, bright-eyed boys and girls, well behaved, obedient, eager 
to learn, and therefore prompt in their attendance, and all sup- 
plied with suitable books ; the patrons of the community well 
disposed toward the school, having full confidence in the teacher, 
and ready and willing to respond to his calls for assistance in 
the work. 

" Is the picture too bright ? A real live teacher can efifect all 
this. 

'* In grading a new scholar assign him a lesson which he can 
easily learn. Never allow a scholar to study a book or that 
part of a book so far in advance as to be very hard. If you 
start him too far on, his lesson will always be hard. He will 
never understand anything clearly. He will become discour- 
aged and leave the school, to become a bad boy and later on a 
bad citizen. 

" Set pupils to copying small words from the blackboard, such 
as contain the letters of the alphabet. Then let them copy a 
short reading lesson. See that in the copy the punctuation- 
marks are as they appear in the lesson. They are thereby 
learning reading, writing, spelling, and the proper use of lan- 
guage all at once and in the easiest manner. 

" In the higher readers a new exercise may be introduced as 
to the words at the top of the lesson. Let them make short 
sentences, using the new words properly. It adds new words 
to their vocabulary and gives them a better use of language. 

" Instead of spelling too much with the mouth, let the teacher 
pronounce the word distinctly and let each pupil write it on 
his slate. 

'* When all the words are given out it is time to correct slates, 
which may be done in many ways. One way is to have a pupil 
exchange his slate with a neighbor. 

'* In teaching the First Reader no arithmetic will be needed. 
The teacher should be the arithmetic and lay out suitable work 
for the class. 

" In the First, Second, and Third Readers, the pupils to be 
taught the relations of numbers as large as 100 thoroughly, the 
rule shouhl be drill. It is better for our boys and girls to be 
able to add correctly and quickly than to have a mere smatter- 
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ing of the higher branches of study, for they will have to add 
nearly every day of their life. 

" The same principle applies in teaching geography, and the 
sand-board should be used to prevent it. I have known students 
who have studied geography thoroughly in the schools and yet 
failed to recognize an island when they saw one." 

GAMMON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

We have presented our annual donation of $50 to the Gammon 
Theological Seminary, at South Atlanta, Georgia, for the educa- 
tion of J. C. Roberts, who is in the senior year and preparing to 
go to Africa at the commencement of 1902. 

We present the following letter from the president of that 
institution as showing what is intended to be done with the 
fund for the present year : 

Gammon Theological Seminary, 
South Atlanta, Ga., November 19, 1901, 
J. Ormond Wilson, Esq., 

The American ColonizcUion Society, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir : Yours of the 15th instant duly received. We have now 
three missionaries in Africa who were aided by your fund in the three 
years previous to this one. The $50 for this year was given to J. C. 
Roberts, who is now in the senior year and is preparing for Africa. He 
was lx>rn in Edwards, Mississippi, in the year 1864. He was educated 
at Berwyn Academy and afterwards completed the sophomore year in 
Fisk University, at Nashville, Tennessee. He was converted in 1880 and 
was licensed to preach in 1884. He is ready to go to Africa at the call of 
the Church at any time after May 10, 1902. 

We have an excellent young man in the senior year now who has heen 

for several years getting ready for the work in Africa. We do not see 

how we can keep him until he completes the course, but if you could 

grant him $50 for the year 1902 it would help him through nicely. I 

hope you will be able to make the appropriation. I shall be glad to give 

yon any additional information you may desire. 

Yours very truly, 

L. G. Adkinson, President. 

The $60 has been forwarded to President Adkinson for the 
benefit of the young man mentioned. 

change in government. 

In our last report we stated that the late Minister Smith at 
Monrovia, in a letter dated September 6, 1900, noted, as evi- 
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deiiciiig much interest on the part of Liberians, several im- 
portant acts which the Legislature had passed and which were 
to be utilized by the people in furthering the new civilization 
which is so much desired by them. 

We note that one of the acts — that creating a Union Mining 
Company of Liberia, approved January 14, 1901 — has been 
extended so far that the people regarded it as a direct menace 
to themselves, and requested the President of the Republic to 
resign his position for having signed a bill which would benefit 
only the persons who were named in it and who had sold or 
intended to sell all its great privileges to a few Englishmen, who 
would profit by it. 

The action taken by the people in this matter was so efiective 
that a new President was installed without violence, for it 
appears the Hon. G. W. Gibson, Secretary of State, was desig- 
nated by law to take the place of President in case he for any 
reason abandoned the office, and he was afterwards elected to 
the office when the time for a new election arrived. We have 
noticed the change thus effected with much interest, and have 
been very glad to see the people in general apparently approve 
of the change which appeared so necessary. 

COLONIZATION. 

During the last few years the course of events in Africa hiis 
attracted the attention of the civilized world, and the conflict 
has not been between the native barbarous inhabitants and the 
civilized races of the rest of the world, but between white races 
of former equal cultivation, between descendants of the Dutch 
who had lon^ since made a settlement in the south of Africa 
and Englishmen who came later. The immediate difficulty 
sprang up about some valuable mines discovered within the 
last few years. The contest in South Africa seems not to have 
involved the Africans specially. It is not yet concluded, but 
the end is seen in the triumph of the English. How this is to 
affect African civilization the world has yet to decide. 

The United States of America has not yet become involved 
in any of their political struggles. Her citizens have shared 
very largely in the results of an attempt to civilize a portion of 
the country on the northwest of the continent, but the govern- 
ment has refused to take any responsibility in the matter. 
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The support which this Society at its best gave to the theory 
of colonization amounted to some $t50,000 a year. This amount 
was expended through prominent citizens of the United States 
in what was considered good channels for restoring the element 
of African success. 

The results in Liberia are the work of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. While slavery existed in the United States Li- 
beria seemed to be the only relief offered to it, and prominent 
citizens contributed largely to its support. 

When slavery Was abolished, although the contributions soon 
ceased, yet the work had so far progressed that it seemed possi- 
ble for it to go on without much of the special aid it had re- 
ceived hitherto. 

This Society was the recipient of the endowments which had 
for a long time been accumulating for the common cause, and, 
with a due regard to the injunctions of the laws of entail, re- 
solved to administer its oj£ce with as much efficiency as possi- 
ble. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted : 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 21, 1902. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held today, at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 
450 Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held February 12, 1901, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Gilbert Emley and the Rev. Elnathan E. Strong, D. D., 
were appointed a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing 
year, and upon the recommendation of the committee the fol- 
lowing officers were elected : • 



PRESIDENT: 
1899 Riv. JULIUS E. GRAMMER, D. D., Md. 



VICE-PRESIDENTS : 



18(>7 Mr. Samuol A. Croser, Pa. 

1874 Rev. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Moss. 

1876 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1876 Rev. Bishop H. M. Tamer, D. D., Ga. 

1877 Rev. William E. Schenck, D.D., N. J. 

1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 

1882 Mr. Henry G. Marquand. N. Y. 

1884 Rev. George D. Boardman, D. D., Pa. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D..N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W.Blyden, LL.D., Liboria. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, Mass. 

189-2 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N. Y. 

1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Rt. Rev. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. C. 
1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 



1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnouz, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Bishop J. A. Handy, D. D., Kans. 
1896 Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Pa. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, D. D.,D. C. 
1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1896 Rt. Rev. Henry Y. Satterlee, D. D., D.C. 

1897 Rev. Bishop J. F. Hurst, D. D., D. C. 
1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, D. C. 

1900 Hon. J. L. M. Curry, LL. D., D. C. 

1900 Hon. John Eaton, LL. D., D. C. 

1901 Rev. Judson Smith, D. D., Mass. 
1901 Rev. Bishop Joseph C. Hartsell, D. D., 

Bishop of Africa. 



Adjourned. 



J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 21^ 1902. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 460 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

The Rev. Julius E. Gramraer, D. D., President, presided. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Elnathan E. Strong, D. D. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held February 12, 1901, 
were presented and approved. 

A note was received from Mr. Theophilus E. Roessle regretting 
his inability, by reason of sickness, to be present at the meeting, 
and Mr. James L. Norris called to state the unavoidable deten- 
tion of himself and Mr. Clement W. Howard from the first part 
of the meeting by a business engagement. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson and Mr. John Welsh Dulles were ap- 
pointed a Committee on Credentials, and reported the following- 
named delegates, appointed for the year 1902, present : 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. — Mr. Gilbert Emley and Mr. 
John Welsh Dulles, 

Massachisetts Colonization Society. — Rev. Elnathan E. Strong, 
D. D. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., J. Ormond 
Wilson, Esq., and William B. Gurley, Esq. 

The Rev. Dr. Strong also represented the Massachusetts 
Society named " The Trustees of Donations for Education in 
Liberia,'' of whicli he is a member. 

Whereupon, on motion of Dr. Huntington, it was — 

Remlvedf That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted 
and the gentlemen named be receiveil aa members of the Board. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 
Committee on Education and Foreign Relations. — Mr. Dulles and 
Rev. Dr. Strong. 

Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Wilson. 
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Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies. — Mr. Emley and 
Mr. Gurley. 

Committee on Emigration. — Rev. Dr. Huntington and Mr. 
Wilson. 

On motion, it was — 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Emley and Rev. Dr. Strong were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-fifth Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The Report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also 
a statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report, just 
read, with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them 
as relates to foreign relatione, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, ac- 
counts, emigration, and education be referred to the several standing 
committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion, the Board took a recess to give the members an 
opportunity to attend the annual meeting of the American Col- 
onization Society. 

The Board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Emley, Chairman of the Committee to nominate an Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted unanimously: 

For the Executive Committee. — The Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., 
Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. Norris, Mr. Joseph J. 
Darlington, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Mr. Theophilus E. Roes- 
sle, and Mr. William B. Gurley. 

For Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

For Treasurer. — Mr. James L. Norris. 

The following report of Mr. Howard, Chairman of the stand- 
ing Committee on Accounts and Finance, was presented and 
read by Mr. Wilson, and, on motion, approved : 

The standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectfully report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
January 1 to December 31, 1901, and the vouchers for the disbursements. 
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and find the same correct, and that they have examined the evidences of 
property belonging to the Society for its own use and in trust, and find 
tiiat they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

Mr. Dulles, Chairman of the Committee on Education and 
Foreign Relations, made the following report, which was 
adopted : 

The Committee on Education take pleasure in reporting the apparent 
progress of some of the schools in Liberia and signs of more intelligent 
methods of work in the schools, yet it is difficult to see how much can 
be done with the limited financial support applicable to the work. 

The agent of your Society has general supervision, and under hia direc- 
tion $1,729.52 has been expended for education in Liberia, an amount 
which, to our eyes, is very small indeed, yet even this amount would 
be much missed if withdrawn. 

An item of interest in this connection is that so many of the schools in 
Liberia look to your Society for text-books. 

During the past year Liberia has shown an increasing appi^eciation of 
the importance of public education by creating a special " Bureau of 
Education." When we consider this or any kindred topic and are 
tempted to criticise, the comparison should in justice not be made with 
tills country, strong and rich, and where public education has been sup- 
}>orted and exalted for generations, but our memories must not be al- 
lowed to fail to take into consideration the £eu;t8 that in our own country, 
from which the slaves who founded Liberia went with most limited 
education, and from States which in many cases prohibited the educa- 
tion of slaves, and tliat they carried but a dimly lighted torch of knowl- 
edge into the most savage darkness. The only wonder is that under the 
circumstances the torch was not extinguished in the struggle for mere 
existence. 

That we have been able to help, even to a small extent, is a cause for 
thanksgiving. 

The Boston Colonization Society has expended directly about $1,000 
during the year. 

Mr. Emley, Chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

That the same hearty sympathy as existed in former years with the 
parent Society is maintained by the several State societies, and while 
legal obstacles seem to prevent combination of the several funds, they 
are disposed to unite as far as practicable the application of their income 
to the objects of common interest. 

The funds of the Pennsylvania State Colonization Society charter are for 
colonization alone, and we have no right to use them for any other 
purpose, as the money was given for the emigration of the Negro to 
Liberia alone, with exceptions of small amounts for education. 
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Rev. Dr. Huntington, Chairman of the Committee on Emi- 
gration, made the following report, which was adopted : 

Liberia, like every other State, needs good citizens, qualified to manage 
all the affairs which pertain to the common we)£fire. Of such citizens 
the little African Republic has undoubtedly a f^oodly number; but for 
the development, not only of the city of Monrovia, but also of her entire 
territory, she ought to receive year by year considerable reenforcements 
from abroad, and these must come from the African population of this 
country. 

But this Society cannot take the responsibility of sending any emi- 
grants to Liberia unless they have proved themselves to be men or women 
of good character, of intelligence, of at least an elementary education, of 
industry, and perseverance. But how can such a class of emigrants be 
obtained ? Your committee would suggest that our honored Secretary be 
authorized to correspond with the principals of a large number of the 
most reputable African seminaries in this country under the management 
of our principal religious denominations, and to ask them to recommend 
such of their pupils as may possess the very highest moral and religious 
qualifications and may wish to take up their residence in Liberia, and 
that from these pupils the selection be made of such a number as it may 
be thought desirable to send to Africa during the coming year. 

On motion, it was — 

Reaolved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee for publication. 

Rev. Dr. Huntington pronounced the benediction. 

Adjourned. 

J. Ormond \Vii,son, 

Secretary, 



ACT OF INCORPORATION 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



An Act of (he Legislature of Maryland^ passed March 22, 1837. entitled' 
*^An Actio Incorporate the American Colonization Socichj, 



'*J: 



Whxrkas, by an Act of the Ocneral Aaeembly of Maryland, entitled 
In Act to Incorporate ilie American Colonization »Sfeeiff//," passed at Decem- 
ber session, eighteen hundred and thirty^ne, chapter one hundred and 
eighty-nine, the said Society was incorporated with certain lowers; And 
whereat) it is represented to this General Assembly that tlie riirhts aiid 
interests of said Societv have been materially ii^ored, and arc likely to 
suffer further injury, by certain alleged omissipnB on the part of said 
Society to give efficiency to said Act : Therefore — 

'SscTioirl. Beit enacUd by theOentral Asaemhly ofMarijland.Thai John C. ficrberl, 
Xkiniel M army, Joseph Kent, Esekiel F. Chambers, Panlel Jenifer, George C. Wnshln^- 
ton, Virgil Maxe^^Zaooheus Collins Lee, Alexanaer Ran dall^ Fran ois S. Kcr, Walter 
Jones, Ralph R. Gurley. and William W. Beaton, of the Society called the American 
Society for Colonising ttie free people of color of the United States, and their successors, 
together with snoh others elected and qnallfled, as the present or Aiture Constitution, 
by-laws, ordinances or regulations of said 6ocietv« do or shall hereafter prescribe, shnll 
be, and th^y are hereby created anc^ declared to be, a body politic and corporate, by the 
name, 9tyle, and title of The American Colonization Society, and by thnt name shall 
have perpetual sua<>.esslon, and shall be able to sue and be sued, to plead and be Im- 
pleaded, m any court of law or equity in this State, and may have and nne a common 
seal, ana tite name may destroy, alter, or renew at pleasure and shall have power to 
purchase, have, and enjoy, to them and their saccessors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
tenements, or nereditiiments, by the gift, bargain, sale, devise, or other act of any 
person or persons, body politic or corporate whatsoever; to take and receive any snm 
or sums of money, goods or chattels, tliat shall be given, sold, or bequeathed to' them 
hi any manner whatsoever ;''to occupy, use. and enjoy, or sell, transfer, or otherwise 
dispose of, a<^cording to the by-laws and ordinances regulating the same, now or here- 
after to be prescribed, all such lands, tenements or hereditaments, money, goods or chat- 
tels, as they shall determine to be most conducive to the colonization, with their own con- 
sent^ in Africa, of the free people of color residing in the United States, and for nootlicr 
uses or purposes whatsoever ; and as soon after the passage of this Act as may he con- 
venient, to elect such officers as they or a majority of them present may deem proper, 
and to make and orduin such Constitution, by-laws, ordinances, and refculationH as may 
"be necessary for the organization of the said Society ; and to repeal, alter, or amend the 
same ; to prescribe the times of meeting, the qualifications ana terms of memborship, 
and to do all snch other acts and deeds as they shall deem necessary for regulatiugund 
managing the concerns of the said body corporate; Provided, however^ 'V hut the Con- 
stitution and laws of this State and of the United States, and this Act of Assembly be 
not violated thereby. 

Skc. 2. And be it enacted, That for the object aforesaid all property, real, personal, 
and mixed, whether in action or possession, and all rights, credit'* and deman(l><, owned, 
held, or claimed, before this Act. by the said Society, and all such propcrtj', rights . 
credits, and-deraands as. were it not for this Act, might hereafter be owned, held, or 
claimed by the said Society, shall vest, and are hereby declured to vest, in tlie said body 
corporate and its successors as fully and eflPBctually as they have or could have veMlcd 
in tlie said Society ; and also that the said body corporate, and its succes.<?ors, are hereby 
declared to be as completely and etfectuuily liable and responsible for all de.bts. de- 
mands, and claims due now, or which would hereafter be duo, by the said Society, if 
this Act of incorporation had not been granted, as the said Society is now or would 
hereafter be so liable and responsible lor. 

Skc. 3. And bn it ennelcd. That the said body corporate, and its successors, shall for- 
ever be incapable of holding in fee or Iosh estate, roal property iu the United States, the 
yearly value of which exeeods the sum of thirty thousand dollars, or the yearly v.'kiue 
of so much thereof as m.ty be in this Slate cxceedB the sum of five tboiisaiwl dollars. 

Sec. 4, And be it ennctr/iy That the Act horoinbofore mentioned of tlio (lontTal AyS' m- 
bly of Maryland, chapter one hundred and oiuhty-niin?, of Docrinbt'r session. iMglitcon 
hundred and thirty-one, b*-. and the same is hereby ref>c:tk*d: Snvinq and rffierrin(/, howinr^ 
tothe persons incorporated by said Act, and to "the American Colonization Sof-icty, all 
the rights and powers conforrod by saitl .\ct, so far as the same may he ueoessary tor 
the recovery, possession, holding, or enjoyment of any pnjperty, real, personal or mixed, 
chose in aciion or franchise of any description what'^oever, which may have been here- 
tofore given, Kranted, devised, or bequeathed to or otherwise aequirod by the said per- 
sons, or any of ihem, or to or by the Amori<;an Colonization Society. 

Sec 6. And be it enacted, Tliat this Act, and the powers and privileges granted thereby, 
may be at any time repealed, modilied, amended, or changed at the discretion of the 
General Assembly. 



CONSTITUTION 

or rH£ 



American ColonizatiOx\ Society. 



Organized January 1, 1817. Incorporated March ti, 1837. 



Article 1. This Society shiill ha called Tlie American Colonization 
.Society. 

ApwTICle 2. The objects of thin Society shall be to aid the Coloniziition 
of Afriai by voluntiiry colored eniigmnts from the United States, and to 
promote there tlie extension of Cliristianity and civilization. 

Article 8. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the funds of the Society the mim of one dollar shall he a meml>er of the 
Society for one year from the time of such jmyment. Any citizen who sliall 
have paid the sum of thirty dollars shall be a member 'for life; and any 
citizen paying the sum of one thousand dollars shall be a director for life. 
Foreiprnei-s may lx» made meml>era by a vote of the Society or of the 
Directors. 

AiniCLio 4. The Society shall meet annually at AVashington on the third 
Tuesilay in January, and at such other times and places as it shall direct. 
At the annual njceting a President and Vice-Presidents shall be chosen, 
who shall perform the duties appropriate to those officers. 

Article 5. There shall be a Board of Directors composed of the Dire<:tors 
for life and of Delegates from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each of 
such Societies shall be entitled to one Delegate and an a^iditional Delegate 
for every two liundKul dcillars i>aid into the treasury of thLs Society wiSiiu 
the year ending on the ;>lst of December: Proiided, Thsit no AnxiWary 
sljall be entitled to more than four Delegates in any one year. 

AuTicLK 0. The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, a 
Treasurer and an Executive Coimuittee of seven ix^rsous ; all of whom siiali, 

lice 
appointed to preside. 

AuricLK 7. The l^oanl of Directoi"s shall meet in Washington, at tw^elve 
o'clock M., on the third Tuesday of January in each year, and ateuch other 
times and places as it shall ai)poiut, or at the request of the Executive 
Conimittee, and at there(iuestof any three of the Auxiliary Societies com - 
uuinicated to the C'<MTesponding Secretary. Seven directors shall form a 
ipiorum f(U' the transaction of lousiness. 

AuticleS. Tlie Executive Committee shall meet according to it« own 
ap})ointuient or at the call of the Secretary. This Comraitt^ shall have 
dij^cretiunarv power to transact the business of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations a^i are found in its charter, in its Constitution, and in the 
votes that have been )>asscd, or may hereafter l>e passed, by the Board of 
Directors. The Secretary and Treasurer shall 1x3 members of the ('om- 
niittee, ex-oflich), witli the ri.L'ht to de]il)crate, V)Ut not to vote. The Com- 
mittee is authorised to fdl all vacancies in its own body, to appoint a 
Secret^iry or Treasurer, wlienever such oUices are vacant, and to appoint 
and direct such Agents as may be necessary for the service of the Society. 
At every annual nicc^tiiifjc the ( •onimittee shall report their doings to the 
Society and to the lioanl of Directors. 

AkticlkO. This Constitution may be ainendcd upon a proposition U> 
that cHcct, made and a]>i>rovcd at any meeting of the Board of Directors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies re|>resented in the Board of 
l)irectt>rs, transmitted to the Secretarv and jnil)lished in the official i^i]>er 
of the Socii'ty three months before t lie annual meetinir; provided ««ch 
nuKnidnient receive the sanctii>n of t\vo-t turds of the Board at it^ next 
annual meetin'j,'. 



Treasurer aim an iiiXecuiive^onnuuiee or seven jx^rsons; anoi wnomsiia 
ex-qljicioj be meml)ers of the Board. The President of the Society slu 
also be a Director, (\r-oj]ich, and Pi'esident of the Board ; but in hisabsen 
at anv meeting a Clialrman shall be appointed to preside. 
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THE EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



THE REV. JULIUS E. QRAMMER, D. D. 

The Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., who, as the President of 
this Society, presided at our last Annual Meeting, held January 
21, 1902, died on the 20th of March following. He had been 
elected to the office at the Annual Meeting in 1899, and, although 
his term of service was but three years, his genial manner had 
made a deep impression upon all his associates. In our Bulle- 
tin for November, 1902, we have noticed his death and pub- 
lished the resolutions passed by the Executive Committee of 
this Society. 

BULLETINS. 

Two Bulletins have been published during the last year, No. 
20 containing a half-tone portrait of the Hon. Thomas W. 
Haynes, Attorney General of Liberia, and No. 21 one of the late 
Hon. Alfred Benedict King, acting President of the Senate. In 
both appeared articles of valuable information relating to the 
country. 

The biographies of the two men, given in connection with 
their portraits, show how, from humble and straightened cir- 
cumstances in early life, one may rise to an eminent position in 
serving their fellow-men. 

Each Bulletin was issued in an edition of 1,500 copies, and 
furnished to the friends of Liberia, both in this country and 
abroad. 

APPLICANTS FOR EMIGRATION. 

There have been many applications for assistance in emigrat- 
ing to Liberia during the past season. Most of them, however, 



4 EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNUAL KEPORT OP 

have been from the same class of people as, for this purpose, 
have sought the assistance of this Society during the past few 
years. They appear to think that a residence in Africa will 
furnish them with all that is desirable in life. We think that 
people who cannot do well in this country cannot reasonably 
expect to do better in Africa, and we are obliged to inform them 
that this Society is no longer the recipient of large funds for the 
purpose of sending colonists to Africa. 

Such contributions have long since ceased to come into our 
treasury, and we now have only such funds as have come to us 
for special purposes, and chiefly for education. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the paat year this Society has sent out three emigrants 
to Liberia : 

Wesley Syngrana Pittman, born in Liberia, aged 21 or 22 
years, teacher and preacher, from Normal, Alabama. 

Professor Councill writes of this young man : 

" He was born in Liberia, Africa; he does not know when, as 
he was born, uncivilized, in the interior part. He was brought 
away from his native tribe quite a while before he came to 
America. He came to America through the influence of Bishop 
Henry M. Turner. He wishes to go to Liberia as a missionary, 
to teach and preach. It is my opinion that he will make a 
splendid worker in his chosen field. He is an earnest, ener- 
getic young Christian of about 21 or 22 years. He has great 
ability." 

Ella B. Dowell, born in Baltimore, Md.; teacher; aged 26 
years ; educated in Morgan College, Baltimore, Md. 

Ida M. Sharp, born in Cincinnati, Ohio ; teacher ; aged 24 
years ; educated in the high school, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Rev. A. P. Camphor, president of the College of West 
Africa, writes of these two women as follows: 

" Miss Dowell is a graduate of Morgan College, Baltimore, Md. 
She is at present teaching in the public schools of Baltimore. 
I know her to be a young woman of most excellent character 
and very capable. She is enthusiastic in her interest and love 
for work in Africa, especially Liberia, and is ready to go, even 
if she must go out and raise every dollar of her passage money. 
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In all of my travels and contact with my people, I have never 
met a more satisfactory and promising candidate for work in 
Africa. Your Board would do Liberia and Africa agreat service 
in sending her out. She is thoroughl}' qualified for the work 
there, and would be in the highest and broadest sense a valu- 
able addition to the intellectual and moral force in that Re- 
public. 

" Miss Sharp is a graduate of one of the high schools in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. She is at present doing city mission work in 
Cincinnati. She has given special attention to instrumental 
and vocal music and industrial work, such as sewing, drafting, 
etc. These two young women are selected from a number who 
have applied for work in Liberia. They satisfy me in every 
way, and I feel that both of them will be of permanent vajue in 
the religious, educational, and social life in Liberia." 

EDUCATION. 

The Hall Free School at Harper, Cape Palmas, has been suc- 
cessfully carried on during the past year by Samuel J. Dossen, 
who for several years has managed it very creditably. The 
income of the fund given for the support of this school is now 
much less than it was originally, and hence the pay of the 
teacher has been reduced. He, however, seems to be devoted 
to the education of the youth of his neighborhood, and the 
school is still prospering. The African Board of Trustees still 
faithfully perform their duties without compensation. During 
the past year the whole number of pupils enrolled was 137. 
The average number enrolled was 112, of whom 44 were born 
of native African or heathen parents. 

The teacher says of the school : ** The regularity of attendance, 
uniformly good behavior, and attention to study of the scholars 
afforded satisfaction. Promotion in some of the classes in school 
has also occurred during each quarter, which shows that the 
work is progressing." 

Graham School, No. 1, at Greenville, Since county, and 
Graham Schools, Nos. 2 and 3, at Royesville, Montserrado 
county, have pursued the same course as formerly during the 
past year. 

The Liberians are to provide acceptable buildings and furni- 
ture for these schools, which are to be subject to the general 
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supervision of our a|2;ent in Liberia, and payments of the sala- 
ries of the teachers are to be made by us only upon the receipt 
by this Society of reports of the school approved by our agent. 
These reports have been regularly and promptly forwarded by 
our agent and the salaries of the teachers have been paid by us. 
The sale from the invoice of school text-books sent out to our 
agent just before the commencement of the past year has nearly 
' furnished him with funds sufficient for this purpose. 

GAMMON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

We cannot expect to get a graduate of the Gammon Theo- 
logical Seminary to go out to Liberia each year for our donation 
of $50, the benefaction of the "Theodore Lewis Mason, M. D.," 
Scholarship to that institution yearly. 

President L. G. Adkinson reports that Mr. Roberts, who was 
our candidate in the Seminary last year with the intention of 
going to Liberia this year, has not gone as he expected, but is 
a pastor of a church in Knoxville, Tennessee. He says he is 
willing to go whenever the Bisliop desires thus to use him. 

Our fund is so small that it would require several years of it 
to pay for the education of a minister, and as the candidate 
would have to be sent out by a foreign missionary agency, we 
can see how much we depend upon this Seminary for what we 
desire to accomplish. 

As President Adkinson also reports that there are three mis- 
sionaries in Africa aided by our fund in the three years previous 
to this oncy we can well be satisfied. 

The $50 has been forwarded for the present year. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The Smithsonian Institution has forwarded to this office a 
set of its publications for parties in Liberia, with the request 
that we should forward the same to the persons for whom they 
were intended. Accordingly, on the 18th of November last, we 
forwarded to our agent in Liberia, through the United States 
Express Company, these packages, with the request that he 
should see to their proper distribution. 

It appears that this country does not send any articles abroad 
requiring postage to be prepaid, and we have no doubt that 
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among the publications of this Institution there will be found 
much that will be useful to the Liberian Republic. 

LIBRARY OF LTBEKIA. 

On December 21, 1816, the friends of Colonization, Henry 
Clay acting as chairman, met, discussed the merits of such a 
Society, appointed a committee to prepare a constitution, and 
adjourned for one week. On December 28 an adjourned meet- 
ing was held, at which a constitution was reported by the com- 
mittee, adopted by the meeting, and the Society adjourned to 
January 1, 1817, for the election of officers, when the Hon. 
Bushrod Washington was chosen president, and twelve vice- 
presidents from the States and one from the District of Colum- 
bia, and a Board of Managers were elected. 

From the beginning the progress of the Soaiety was slow, and 
not until January, 1825, did it issue an independent monthly 
publication to advocate its course. 

A monthly, semi-monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, or semi- 
annual publication has been issued from that date to the present 
time, in which a full history of the operations of the Society 
have been printed, and copies of each issue were preserved. In 
all, 728 issues have been published, and all but 62 issues can 
now be furnished from our archives; 62 issues have disap- 
peared in the lapse of time. 

The prominent libraries of the country have asked to be fur- 
nished with this publication of the Society, and these requests 
have been granted. 

During the last year " The Washington Free Library " of this 
city has been furnished with the issues, 666 publications of this 
Society. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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THB AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



MINUTES OP THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 

Colonization Rooms, January SO, 190S, 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held today, at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 
450 -Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

The Rev. Charles E. Milnor presided temporarily. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 21, 1902, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Gilbert Emley and Mr. Thcophilus E. Roessle were ap- 
pointed a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year, 
and upon the recommendation of the committee the following 
officers were elected : 

, PBS8IDSNT: 

1903 Rt. Rbv. henry Y. SATTERLEE, D. D., D. C. 



VICE-PRBSIDBNTS : 



1867 Mr. Samuel A. Grosdr, Pa. 

1874 Rey. Bishop R. S. Foster, D. D., Mass. 

1876 Key. Samael E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 

1876 Rey. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D., Qa. 

1877 Rey. William E. Schenek, D.D., N. J. 
1881 Rey. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 
1884 Rey. George D. Boardman, D. D., Pa. 
1884 Rey. Bishop E. 0. Andrews, D.D..N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W.Blyden, LL.D., Liberia. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1891 Rey. Leigh ton Parks, Mass. 

1892 Rey. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N. Y. 

1892 Mr. Osmon Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Rt. Rey. Thos. U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
1893 Hon. J. G. Bancroft Dayis, D. C. 
1196 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 



1896 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnoux, N. Y. 

1896 Rey. Bishop J. A. Handy,D. D., Fla. 

1896 Rey. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Col. 

1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rey. Wallace Raddiffe, D. D., D. C. 

1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1897 Rey. Bishop J. F. Hurst, D. D., V. C. 
1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, D. C. 

1900 Hon. J. L. M. Gurry, LL. D., D. C. 

1900 Hon. John Eaton, LL. D., D. C. 

1901 Rey. Judson Smith, D. D., Mass. 
1901 Rey. Bishop Joseph C. Hartzell, D. D. 

Bishop of Africa. 



Adjourned. 



J. Ormond Wii^on, Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January BO, 190S, 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 
460 Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

Mr. Wilson stated that the Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., 
the late President of the American Colonization Society, died 
on March 20, 1902, and his death had been properly noticed 
in our Bulletin for November, 1902, and that the Rev. A. J. 
Huntington, D. D., the Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Directors, had suffered from a deplorable acci- 
dent in the street on the 10th of January, 1903, by which his 
thigh had been broken and his scalp and body had been greatly 
injured, so that he would not be able to be present. 

Tlie Directors, under a profound sense of the loss, elected 
Rev. Charles E. Milnor president j)ro tern. 

Prayer was offered by Mr. William B. Gurley. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 21, 1902^ 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Wilson and Mr. Gilbert Einley were appointed a Com- 
mittee on Credentials, and reported the following named dele- 
gates, appointed for the year 1903, present: 

Penntiylvania Colonization Society, — Mr. Gilbert Emley and Rev. 
Charles E. Milnor. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance: 

Executive Committee. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Norris, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Mr. Theophilus E. Roessle, 
and Mr. William B. Gurley. 

On motion of Mr. Gurley, Mr. Charles T. Geyer was received 
to represent the New York State Colonization Society, and he 
was invited to take a seat with the Board and participate in its 
discussions. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Roessle, it was — 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials and of Mr. 
Gurley be accepted and the gentlemen named by the committee be re- 
ceived as members of the Board. 
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The Chair appointed the standing coinmittees as follows : 

Committee on Education and Foreign Relations. — Mr. Gurley. 
Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Howard. 
Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies. — Mr. Emley. 
Committee on Emigration. — Mr. Norris. 

On motion, it was — 

Reaolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, arid Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Emley and Mr. Roessle were appointed the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-sixth Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The Report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also 
a statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was — 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report, just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as 
relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion, the Board took a recess to give the members an 
opportunity to attend the Annual Meeting of the American Col- 
onization Society. 

The Board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Emley, Chairman of the Committee to nominate an Exe- 
cutive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following 
report, which was adopted unanimously : 

For the Executive Committee. — Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., 
Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. Norris, Mr. Joseph J. Dar- 
lington, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Mr. Theophilus E. Roessle, and 
Mr. William B. Gurley. 

For Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

For Treasurer. — Mr. James L. Norris. 

The following report of Mr. Howard, Chairman of the stand- 
ing Committee on Accounts and Finance, was presented and 
read by him, and, on motion, approved : 

The standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectfully report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
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January 1 to December 31, 1902, and the voacherefor the disbarsements, 
and find the same correct, and that they have examined the evidences of 
pro])erty belonging; to the Society for its own ose and in trust, and find 
that they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

Mr. Gurley, Chairman of the Committee on Education and 
Foreign Relations, made the following report, which was adopted : 

The Committee on Education and Foreign Relations has to report that 
this Society, while its contributions are much more limited than they 
were formerly, still makes good application of what resources it has for 
this purpose. 

In fact, education is a much more important factor in making a semi- 
barbarous people into a civilized community than it was once thought 
to be. Its importance is more clearly discerned as the world grows older. 

The National Superintendent of Education in Liberia was bom and 
educated in these United States and is employed in part as the agent of 
this Society. By frequent correspondence with him we are able to learn 
much of the conditions there and apply our limited funds as they are 
most needed. 

We believe that education in Liberia is receiving much more attention 
than it once did, and that in all cases, from the primary school to the 
college, its importance is better understood than it was in earlier days. 

This Society pays four separate teachers for work in their departments, 
and through the reports of these schools, which are forwarded regularly 
to us by the National Superintendent of Education before their salaries 
are sent out, learns much about the whole system. 

Mr. Emley, Chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

We have to report auxiliaries and agencies in about the same condition 
as they were the last yenr. It is to be regretted that they have been so 
reduced that the parent Society receives vety little help financially or aid 
in any way. It deprives the Society of the material aid that was given 
it in the earlier days of colonization. All that can be done is for those 
who are still interested to give their best efforts to carry out the spirit 
and intent of emigration and education as it was given us by the great 
men who were the founders of the Society, who had an ardent desire to 
elevate and better the condition of the Negro and help him to get a 
country of his own. Liberia has given him that opportunity. So far 
they have governed themselves in their own way. Of their progress in 
material affairs little can be said at present. It is to be hoped that they 
will in the future make a more decided advance, and the only Negro 
republic in the world will be a succeffi. 
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Mr. Norris, Chairman of the Committee on Emigration, made 
the following report, which was adopted : 

The number of emigrants sent out to Liberia each year from the United 
States is much less than it was formerly. The contributions made to this 
Society are more for the purpose of education, as it is now regarded as 
chimerical to attempt to send the entire mass of Negroes back to their 
native land. 

It is only those who desire to go, and whose circumstances in life favor 
their aspirations, that should be forwarded. Should all of these be sent, 
they will best serve the cause of civilization in Africa. 

The Secretary reports that he has corresponded with a number of the 
most important presidents of colle^^s and principals of seminaries, and 
has acted upon the advice he has received from them. 

On motion, it was — 

Resolved f That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the 
Executive Committee for publication. 

The Rev. Mr. Milnor pronounced the benediction. 

Adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary, 
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THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



THE RIGHT RB;V. HENRY Y. SATTERLEB, D. D., AND THE REV. A. J. 



HUNTINGTON, D. D. 



The Right Rev. Henry Y. Satterlee, D. D., of Washington 
city, was elected President of the American Colonization Society 
at the last annual meeting of said body. He was not present 
at the time he was elected, but subsequently accepted the office. 

It was stated at the last annual meeting of the Board of 
Directors that the Rev. A. J. Huntington, D. D., chairman of 
the Executive Committee, was not able to be present, having 
been badly injured by an accident on the 10th of January, 1903. 

The result of such an injury was watched with intense inter- 
est by all the members of the board, and while he gained for a 
time, it proved too much for his advanced years, and he died, at 
the home of his daughter, Mrs. William L. Wilson, at Charles- 
ton, West Virginia, on the 14th of July, 1903, at the age of 
eighty-five. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee held on the 2d of 
this month the following resolution was passed : 

^'Resolved, That by the death of the late Rev. A. J. Hunting- 
ton, D. D., this committee has been deprived of the companion- 
ship and services of a most estimable man. 

"As a gentleman, scholar, and professor in the Columbian Uni- 
versity for nearly sixty years, no one stood hi<j:her. Whatever 
he undertook was done with greatest care. His Christian ex- 
ample was of the highest order of excellence.*' 

BULLETINS. 

As usual, two Bulletins have been published during the past 
year. No. 22 contains portraits of President Gibson and Hon. 
Messrs. Barclay, Williams, Grimes, and Moore, either then or 
at some time previously holding national offices. No. 23 con- 
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tains a picture of the National House of Representatives in 
Monrovia, the capital of Liberia. The pictures of distinguished 
men and places of national importance give some idea of the 
country to which they belong. 

The articles are written by persons supposed not to be swayed 
by prejudice here and selected from publications at home and 
abroad, which will give a fair view of the Negro problem of in- 
dependent settlements. 

An edition of 1,500 copies was published of each Bulletin and 
distributed among the friends of Liberia. 

EMIGRATION. 

During the year just closed the American Colonization Society 
sent out to Liberia three emigrants, two of whom sailed June 
18, 1903. 

These two were recommended by Bishop Hartzell, and the 
following statements in reference to each were made by him : 

"Thomas Rutherford Mc Williams is 24 years old; was born 
in Lawrence, Kansas, February 3, 1879 ; graduated at the Law- 
rence High School in 1897; graduated at the State Kansas Uni- 
versity in 1901, and has been a teacher of science since Septem- 
ber, 1901, in the New Orleans University, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He goes out as a teacher of science in the College of West Africa, 
Monrovia, Liberia." 

** Mrs. Leona Mc Williams is 21 years old ; was born in Crys- 
tal Springs, Mississippi, in 1882; was educated in Meridian 
Academy, Meridian, Mississippi, and in New Orleans University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and goes out with her husband to de- 
vote her life to the work of teaching in Africa." 

In December last it was agreed that Miss Addie C. Cradic 
should be sent out, who was endorsed by Rev. George M. Adams, 
D. D., Auburndale, Massachusetts, treasurer of the Mount Cof- 
fee Association, and Mrs. Jennie E. D. Sharp, of Liberia. She 
goes to assist Mrs. Sharp in maintaining an industrial school at 
Mount Coffee. 

The Rev. Ernest Lyon, a colored minister of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, who was recently appointed Minister of the United States 
to Liberia, Africa, upon arriving in that country found that a 
company of fifty-six emigrants from Georgia, in the month of 
February, 1903, had been landed there under unfavorable cir- 
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cumstances and several of them had died, and he immediately 
wrote to the Department of State, making a severe complaint 
about this transaction. The leading newspapers of the country 
also gave an account of it, with severe criticisms on any attempt 
at emigration. 

The Department of State, having no appropriation available 
for the correction of such evils, communicated the dispatches 
of Mr. Lyon to this office. 

This Society has no means of assistance which it could give 
to persons so situated. It has no connection whatever with 
these various associations that are engaged in emigration. It 
now makes scarcely any new collections for the purpose of aid- 
ing colonization in Liberia, and the small fund which it has in 
reserve has been given for other special purposes. 

We are not to infer from this that all the colonization in Li- 
beria has been a failure. 

The Rev. Majola Agbebi, a citizen of Lagos, Africa, whose in- 
tegrity and ability we believe to be unquestionable, is on a visit 
to this country, and has called at this office. He states that he 
has lately visited Liberia and found there a people who were 
prosperous, making a good living, most of whom came from the 
United States originally and would be unwilling to return. 

EDUCATION. 

The institution at Harper, Cape Palmas,'known as ** The Hall 
Free School," is still successfully instructed by Samuel J. 
Dossen, who has been in charge of it since 1894. Those who 
have their children in this institution seem well satisfied with 
the results. The invested fund, the income of which pays the 
salary of the teacher, is controlled by this Society. 

During the quarter ended November 17, 1903, the whole num- 
ber of pupils enrolled was 115, of whom 48 were born of native 
African or heathen parents. 

In a late report Mr. Dossen says : " The school has been reg- 
ularly held. The lessons of the pupils as a whole have been 
satisfactory, especially those of the younger ones, and there 
have been promotions in several of the classes during the 
quarter." 

Graham School, No. 1, at Greenville, Since county ; Graham 
Schools, No. 2 and 3, at Royesville, Montserrado county, have 
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pursued the same course as heretofore during the year that has 
just passed. 

The death of our agent, Mr. Julius C. Stevens, has prevented 
us from getting the information in respect to these schools which 
we have had heretofore. 

The Liberians are to provide acceptable buildings and furni- 
ture for these schools, which are subject to the general super- 
vision of our agent in Liberia. 

GAMMON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

We have forwarded the fifty dollars ($50) awarded to Gammon 
Theological Seminary as usual. Rev. L. 6. Adkinson, D. D., the 
President, writes, January 7, 1904 : '* Many thanks for the check 
for $50. We have an excellent young man here now who will 
do the cause good service in Africa. I will send a description 
and photograph a little later. We are very thankful for this aid 
and shall try to use it in the fear of the Lord and to secure the 
largest results in service." 

We are now endeavoring to find another agent for Liberia, who 
will take the place so admirably filled by Mr. Julius C. Stevens 
for the last ten years, and should we be successful our reports 
from that country from time to time will be equally reliable. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted : 
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EIGHTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OP 



MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 

Colonization Rooms, January 19^ 1904- 

The annual meeting of the American Colonization Society was 
held today at 1 o'clock p. m. in the rooms of the Society, 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

Rev. Daniel Dulaney Addison, President pro tem,, presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the annual meeting held January 20, 1903, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Howard was appointed a committee to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year, and upon his recommendation the following 
officers were elected : 

PRESIDENT: 
1903 Rt. Rby. henry Y. SATTERLEE, D. D.. D. C. 



VICE-PRESIDENTS: 



1867 Mr. Samuel A. Crozer, Pa. 
1876 Kev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 
1876 Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D., Ga. 
1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 
1884 Rev. Biflhop E. G. Andrews, D.D..N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W.Blyden, LL.D., Liberia. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, I). C. 

1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, D. D., Mass. 

1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, L>. D., N. Y. 
I8fl2 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Rt. Rev. Thos, U. Dudley, D. D., Ky. 
1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. C. 
1896 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 



1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

189G Judge William H. Arnoux, N. Y. 

1896 Rev. Wilbur K. Paddock, D. D..C0I. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, D. D., D. C. 

1896 Hon. Henry M. Stanley, England. 

1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, D. C. 

1900 Hon. John Eaton, LL. D., D. C. 

1901 Rev. Judson Smith, D. D., Mass. 
1901 Rev. Bishop Joseph C. Hartxell, D.D., 

Bishop of Africa. 



Adjourned. 



J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OP DIRECTORS. 

Washington, D. C, January 19^ 190^, 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m. in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson presented the following note : 

Bishop's Housb, 1407 Massachusetts Avbnub, 

Washinqton, D. C, January IS, 1004, 

Dbak Mr. Wium>n: The Bishop is still confined to his bed and will 
therefore not be able to attend the meeting tomorrow, much to his re- 
gret. Will yon kindly make his regrets to the members of the Society, 
and say that he hopes to be present at the next meeting. 

Yours very truly, C. T. Warnke, 

Secretary, 

On motion of Mr. James L. Norris, Mr. Wilson was requested 
to express the deep regrets of this Society at the Bishop's illness 
and their hope for his early recovery, and the Rev. Daniel Du- 
laney Addison was appointed President pro tern. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

Prayer was oflFered by Mr. William B. Gurley. 

The minutes of the annual meeting held January 20, 1903, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Clement W. Howard was appointed a Committee on Cre- 
dentials, and reported the following-named delegates, appointed 
for the year 1904, present : 

Massachusetta Colonizaiion Society, — Rev. Daniel Dulaney Ad- 
dison. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee, — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Norris, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Mr. Theophilus E. Roessle, Mr. 
William B. Gurley, and Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson. 

On motion of Mr. Gurley, Mr. Charles T. Geyer was received 
to represent the New York State Colonization Society, and he 
was invited to take a seat with the board and participate in its 
discussions. 
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Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Norris, it was 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials be aooepted 
and the gentlemen named by the committee be received as members of 
the board. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 
Committee on Edticaiion and Foreign Relations, — Dr. Johnson. 
Cojnmittee on Accounts and Finance, — Mr. Howard. 
Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies. — Mr. Gurley. 
Committee on Emigration. — Mr. Roessle. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Execative 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Howard was appointed the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-seventh Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also 
a statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasurer's Report just read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so much of them as 
relates to foreign relations, fiiiance, auxiliary societies, agencies, accounts, 
emigration, and education be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion, the board took a recess to give the members an 
opportunity to attend the Annual Meeting of the American 
Colonization Society. 

The board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Howard, of the Committee to Nominate an Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following report, 
which was adopted unanimously : 

Executive Committee, — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Norris, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Mr. Theophilus E. Roessle, 
Mr. William B. Gurley, and Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson. 

Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer. — Mr. James L. Norris. 
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The following report of Mr. Howard, of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Accounte and Finance, was presented and read by 
him, and, on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Aocoanta and Finance respectfully reports 
that he has examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from Janu- 
ary 1 to December 31, 1903, and the vouchers for the disbursements, and 
found the same correct, and that he has examined the evidences of prop- 
erty belonging to the Society for its own use and in trust, and found that 
they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, it was 

Resolved, That the compensation of Mr. Norris, the Treasurer, shall be 
at the rate of five hundred dollars ($500) per annum, commencing with 
January 1, 1904. 

On motion of Mr. Roessle, it was 

Resolvedy That if Miss Cradic did not emigrate to Liberia, the one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars ($150) appropriated to pay her expenses out might 
be applied towards the payment for a house for the work of Mrs. 
Jennie £. Sharp. 

Dr. Johnson, chairman of the Committee on Education and 
Foreign Relations, made the following report, which was 
adopted : 

Mr. James Robert Spurgeon, late American charge d'affaires in Liberia, 
writes of education there to the Bureau of Statistics, Department of Com- 
merce and Labor, August 15, 1903, published in the Consular Report for 
January, 1904, the following : 

*' Within the last five years the educational progress of Liberia has 
been rapid, and today conditions will compare favorably with those of 
any country with similar opportunities. The credit for this gratifying 
situation is due primarily to the interest and efforts of the officials of the 
Liberian government, aided by the American Colonization Society, 
Washington, D. C.; the New York Colonization Society, and the Boston 
Board of the College of Liberia. These several forces have directed the 
educational system of the Republic with such intelligent effort that in 
many sections the public-school system is equal in effectiveness to that 
of many sections of the United States. 

'* In the towns of Monrovia, Clay-Ashland, Cape Palmas, Edina, and 
Greenville the schools will compare favorably with some of the Ameri- 
can city primary schools. In every civilized settlement there is a gov- 
ernment school. It is now proposed to open a school in every large 
native settlement near the cities. 
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'* Liberia College was closed for two or three years prior to 189& The 
legislature of that year passed an act making a liberal appropriation for 
its support, and empowered the local board to resume work, and the 
college was reopened in 1899. Its work has gone on improving each 
year, until now it has four regular college classes. The senior class, to be 
graduated soon, is composed of six most promising Negro youths. The 
sophomore class contains six young women, daughters of prominent 
families. These are the first females ever entered at Liberia College. 
The entire number of students in the college is 160, of which 110 are in 
the preparatory department. 

** In addition to the schools conducted by the government, a number 
of educational institutions are conducted by the representatives of various 
churches and societies of the United States and other countries, among 
which are those of the Protestant Episcopal Church at Cape Palmas and 
Cape Mount, the Methodist Episcopal Church at Monrovia and at White 
Plains, the Lutherans at Muhlenburg Station, on the St. Paul river, and 
those of the Presbyterians, Baptists, and African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

''The one thing lacking to complete the system is a first-class indus- 
trial school, where experiments in agriculture, dairying, cattle-raising, 
etc., could be made. Such an institution would be far reaching in its 
effect on the advancement of the African people." 

Mr. Gurley, chairman of the Committee of Auxiliary Societies 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

The auxiliary societies and agencies are now in a very feeble condition 
as compared with that which they formerly occupied. This Society in 
its earlier days derived a very large income from about one hundred of 
these societies, in nearly every State of the Union. It now receives 
nothing from them, and it has only a small revenue from invested funds. 
It is to be hoped that Liberia has profited so by its more than fifty years 
of experience of independent free government that she is much more 
capable of self-support than she was in the beginning. 

Mr. Roessle, chairman of the Committee on Emigration, made 
the following report, which was adopted : 

The death of our agent, Mr. Julius C. Stevens, in Liberia, which oc- 
curred in April, 1903, was a great loss. He was in part dependent upon 
the people and government for his support, as we were able to pay him 
but a small salary. He seemed to win the good opinion of both at an 
early date, and held some very important government positions during 
most of the ten years of his residence in Liberia. He held the office 
of National Superintendent of Education at the time of his death. As 
we can send so few there now, it is the more important that they be the 
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right kind of men, or only such as can " promote there the extension 
of Christianity and civilization/' 
We hope that a new a^^nt will he appointed at an early day. 

On motion, it was 

Retolvedf That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the 
Executive Committee for publication. 

The Rev. Mr. Addison pronounced the benediction. 

Adjourned. 

J. Ormond Wiubon, 

Secretary. 
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THE EIGHTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



PRBSIDENT. 



The Right Reverend Henry Y. Satterlee, D. D., of Washing- 
ton, D. C, who was elected President of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society at the annual meeting held January 20, 1903, was 
not present at that meeting, but accepted the appointment with 
very great pleasure. At the annual meeting held January 19, 
1904, he was not able to be present by reason of his illness, and 
on February 13, 1904, he addressed a letter to the Secretary, 
which contains the following : 

" Ever since I was elected President I have endeavored to find 
time to familiarize myself with the details of its work, but my 
diocesan cares have occupied my time so completely that day 
after day and month after month have passed by without my 
bein^ able to do anything in this direction. 

'*' I feel that I am occupying a position which I cannot ade- 

Juately fill. This has been a growing conviction with me, and 
now deem it my conscientious duty to resign from the ofdce 
of President. 
" Will you kindly present my resignation to the Board? " 

With deep regret I therefore present to you Bishop Satterlee's 
resignation. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The Executive Committee has lost two of its members and 
supplied their places by the election of two new men — Mr. Ers- 
kine Mason Sunderland and Dr. John S. McLain. Mr. Darling- 
ton retired for want of sufficient time to attend to the duties of 
the Society, and death quite unexpectedly called Mr. Roessle 
from the duties to which he was devoted. 

The Executive Committee passed the following resolution 
upon his death : 
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^^Resolved^ That the Executive Committee have learned of the 
death of one of their members, Mr. Theophilus E. Roessle, dur- 
ing the past summer, with deep regret. 

'' He was first elected to the American Colonization Society 
and the Executive Committee April 25, 1900. He was always 
present when the Society called for his services, and his devo- 
tion to its duties and his gentlemanly bearing toward his fellow- 
members won for him universal esteem." 

BULLETINS. 

Two Bulletins have been prepared and published during the 
past year. 

No. 24 contains a portrait of the Rev. Edward W. Blyden, 
D. D., and No. 25 has a representation of 21 men who at the time 
formed the Presbytery of Liberia, West Africa. Among these 
men will be recognized faces that have been well known to this 
Society. 

Pictures sometimes give an idea of a country which it ifl im- 
possible to convey in any other manner. 

An edition of 1,500 copies of each Bulletin was published and 
distributed among those who feel a deep interest in the people 
of Liberia. 

EMIGRATION. 

> During the past year the American Colonization Society sent 
to Cape Palmas, Liberia, the following: 

Nathaniel Do we Merriam, age 25, single ; bom in Cape Palmas, 
Liberia; parents from one of the native tribes; came to the 
United States in 1896; four years in) Literary Department and 
four years in Meharry Medical College, Walden University, 
Nashville, Tennessee; graduated M. D., March 1, 1904; sailed 
from New York city for Cape Paltnas, Liberia, west coast of 
Africa, May 14, 1904. 

Dr. Merriam applied for assistance in returning to Cape 
Palmas, on March 10, 1904, as follows : 

" I write to ask of your Society the favor of assistance and 
aid towards my fare. You will remember that I wrote you a 
letter telling that my home is at Cape Palmas, Liberia, and I 
was in this country for the purpose of educating myself. I re- 
ceived my degree of M. D. on the first of this month. I am 
now taking steps toward my home going. For any necessary 
information regarding my conduct and habits you may addreea 
Dean George W. Hubbard, of the Medical Department." 
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Ha also forwarded the following certificate of Dean Hubbard : 

" This is to certify that Nathaniel Dowe Merriam has been a 
student at Central Tennessee College, now Walden University, 
Nashville, Tennessee, during the last eight years. He spent four 
years in the Literary Department. He then entered Meharry 
Medical College, taking a four years' course in medicine, and 
graduated with his class March 1, 1904. 

'* He was an earnest, faithful, and industrious student, willing 
to do any kind of work, and has been mostly self-supporting 
during these years, and has always taken good rank in his class. 
His moral character has been above reproach, and he has been 
a faithful Christian worker during the time he has been in the 
University. 

'^ Dr. Merriam desires to return to his native land ta serve as 
medical missionary. I take pleasure in recommending him to 
this field of labor among his own people." 

Dr. Merriam arrived at Harper, Cape Palmas, Liberia, in the 
latter part of June, 1904. 

The Society has also sent to Monrovia, Liberia, the following : 
Rev. John Hamiltdn Reed, D. D., born in the parish of East 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, March 4, 1862 ; spent his early life on 
a farm and attended a public school of his home, parish ; entered 
New Orleans University June 2, 1882, and was graduated June 
2, 1891 ; licensed as a preacher and joined the Texas Annual 
Conference December 2, 1891 ; transferred to Little Rock Con- 
ference in February, 1901, where he has just closed his fourth 
year. 

Margarite Louisa Reed, his wife, born in Marion county, 
Texas, February 12, 1875 ; attended the public school of home 
county at first, then took an English course in city school, Jef- 
ferson, Texas ; taught in home county for a number of years ; 
married Mr. Reed December 4, 1894. 

Walter and Florence Reed, children of the above, who go out 
to Liberia to. remain as permanent residents. Mr. Reed, his 
wife, and two children sailed from New York for Monrovia, 
Liberia, January, 1905. 

EDUCATION. 

Since the death of our agent, Mr. Julius C. Stevens, we have 
not been able to find another man to fill his place. As the Hon. 
Garretson W. Gibson has just retired from the presidency and 
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consented to act temporarily as af^ent in paying the teaobers 
and attending to certain other matters connected with the edu- 
cation managed by us, we thought it advisable to employ him. 
We have not as full a report of the educational work done in 
the Republic as heretofore. Mr. Samuel J. Dossen is still the 
instructor of the '* Hall Free School," at Harper, Cape Palmas. 
His services appear to be very satisfactory to the citizens of that 
place The fund is invested by this Society, the income from 
which pays the salary of the teacher. Mr. Rixard P. Greene 
continues his services in teaching the school at Greenville, 
Since county, with an average attendance of about 50 pupils. 
Edward D. Cain, at Royesville, Montserrado county, and A. D. 
Simpson at the same place, have a somewhat smaller average 
in attendance. We pay a small salary to each of these teachers. 

GAMMON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

We have forwarded the fifty dollars ($60) awarded to Gam- 
mon Theological Seminary as usual. 

The Rev. L. G. Adkinson, D. D., the President, writes Jan- 
uary 14, 1905, in reference to our donation made last year, that 
he will send us the name, age, and photograph of the young 
man to whom the appointment was made last year, when he 
graduates, in two or three weeks. He says he is one of the best 
men ever sent out from the Seminary. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted : 



THE AUEBICAK COLONIZATION aOCIBTT. 



is 



i 

Is 



I's 






8 '3= 
Ili = 



fjla 
L_ s s s 



6e 






SSS i3 S 



s 



StOBTY-raaHTR ANNUAL BBPORT OF 



MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 17, 1906. 

The annual meeting of the American Colonization Society was 
held today at 1 o'clock p. m. in the rooms of the Society, 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson, President pro tern., presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the annual meeting held January 19, 1904, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Clement W. Howard was appointed a committee to nomi- 
nate officers for the ensuing year, and upon his recommendation 
the following officers were elected : 

PRESIDENT: 
1906 Rev. JUDSON SMITH, D. D., Mass. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS : 



1867 Mr. Snrouel A. Croaer, Pa. 
1870 Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 
1876 Rev. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D., Ga. 
1881 Rev. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. G. Andrews, D.D..N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W.Blyden, LL.D., Liberia. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, I). C. 

1891 Rev. Leighton Parks, D. I).. N. Y. 

1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N. Y. 

1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft Davis, D. C. 



Adjourned. 



1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 

1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnoux, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, D. D., Col. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, D. D., D. C. 

1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, D. C. 

1900 Hon. John Eaton, LL. D., D. C. 

1901 Rev. Bishop JOBeph C. Hartaell, D.D. , 

Bishop of Africa. 



J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary, 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 17, 1906. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 
met today at 12 o'clock m. in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson gave notice of the resignation of Right 
Reverend Henry Y. Satterlee, D. D., from the presidency of this 
Society. 

On motion of Mr. James L. Norris, Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson 
was appointed President 'pro tempore. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

Prayer was oflfered by Mr. Clement W. Howard. 

The minutes of the annual meeting held January 19, 1904, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Howard was appointed a Committee on Credentials, and 
reported that no delegates from auxiliary societies were present. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive Committee. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Norris, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson, Mr. 
Erskine Mason Sunderland, and Dr. John S. McLain. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Norris, it was 

lUiolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted. 

The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 
Committee on Education and Foreign Relatione. — Mr. Sunder- 
land. 

Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Howard, Dr. Johnson. 
Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies. — Mr. Norris. 
Committee on Emigration. — Dr. McLain. 

On motion, it was 

Received, That a committee be appointed to nominate the Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Howard was appointed the committee. 
The Secretary presented and read the Eighty-eighth Annual 
Report of the American Colonization Society. 
2 
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The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also 
a statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report and the Treasarer's Report jast read, 
with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so mach of them as 
relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary societies, agencies, aooounts, 
emigration, and edacation be referred to the several standing committees 
in charge of those subjects respectively. 

On motion of Mr. Norris, the board took a recess to give the 
members an opportunity to attend the annual meeting of the 
American Colonization Society. 

The board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Howard, of the Committee to Nominate an Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following report, 
which was unanimously adopted : 

Executive Committee. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Norris, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Mr. William B. Gurley, Dr. 
Henry L. E. Johnson, Mr. Erskine M. Sunderland, and Dr, 
John S. McLain. 

Secretary. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer. — Mr. James L. Norris. 

The following report of Mr. Howard, of the standing Com- 
mittee on Accounts and Finance, was presented and read by 
him, and, on motion, approved : 

The standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respectfully report 
that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts for the period from 
January 1 to December 31, 1904, and the vouchers for the disbursements 
and found the same correct, and that they have examined the evidences 
of property belonging to the Society for its own use and in trust, and 
found that they agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

Mr. Sunderland, chairman of the Committee on Education 
and Foreign Belations, made the following report, which was 
adopted : 

The foreign relations of Liberia are such as to encourage well-grounded 
hopes that she may succeed in establishing an independent and a self- 
supporting national government in that part of Africa which she oooa- 
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pies. Althongh materially aasisted by the United States in forming tlahe 
Constitation under which she is progressing, she has sucoeeded with lets 
aid fiom outside her own resources as she has progressed from year to 
year until now she is well-nigh independent. The native tribes on the 
east, the English on the north, and the French on the south are now 
disposed to treat her fairly. Whenever a question of sovereignty arises 
it is considered a matter for consideration by the representatives of the 
two governments meeting together. 

Education has progressed very favorably during the last few years. 
Liberia is seeing how important it is and is making greater efforts in its 
behalf than formerly. The societies from which she obtained great aid 
in former years are now doing much less, but Liberia is able and willing 
to do more. She now has two colleges, " The College of West Africa" 
and ** Liberia College," and both are well patronized. Her system of 
common schools is believed to be better than it was formerly, and she is 
seeking earnestly a method of establishing a first-class industrial school 
where experiments in agriculture, dairying, and cattle- raising can be 
made. Upon the education of her schools she will rely more largely for 
her progress in the future. 

Mr. Norris, chairman of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies 
and Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

The Auxiliary Societies and Agencies of the American Colonization 
Society have long since withdrawn from the support of this Society, 
and it now stands alone to represent the interests of Liberia in this 
country. 

It makes no collections at the present time to support its interests, 
and has but a small fund invested to carry forward its work. Liberia 
has had a long advantage of its assistance and is now capable of doing 
much for herself. She has paid considerable attention to her agriculture, 
and her citizens have established many institutions that have greatly 
improved her condition. 

In this age of progress she needs but to have her eyes wide open to all 
that a people can do for themselves, and with slight assistance from the 
nations that sympathize with her she can steadily move forward. 

Dr. McLain, chairman of the Committee on Emigration, made 
the following report, which was adopted : 

The number of emigrants which we send is few, but they are well 
qualified to meet the conditions which surround them on their arrival 
in Liberia. The finances of the Society will now justify only a very 
limited amount of the work which it did fifty years ago, when its con- 
tributions were received from almost the entire country. We hear good 
reports from those we have aided. 

The citizens of that country are not desirous of having any but young. 
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educated, and onterprisinR emigrants, who can take care of themseWee 
after their arrival there. 

The people of Liberia are not yet wealthy, bnt they have a ooantry 
which will produce wealth when intelligence and enterprise occupy it. 

On motion, it was 

IU$olved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred to the 
Executive Committee for publication. 

Mr. Howard pronoanced the benediction. 



Adjourned. 



J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary. 



3 o^Xj . *o 
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(If the bequest is of personal or real estate, so describe it that it 
can be easily identified.) 



BMIGkRATIOK TO UBBRIA. 

Peraons wishing to emigrate to Liberia and desiring information or 
assistance should address **Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary of the 
American Colonization Society, Colonization Rooms, 450 Pennsylvania 
Avenue N. W., Washington, B. C," giving their names, ages, and circum- 
stances. Applications for assistance have become so numerous that the 
Society will hereafter give the preference, fUl other things being equal, 
to those who will pay the most toward the cost of their passage and. 
settlement in Liberia. 
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officers of the Society, its Auxiliaries, life members, and animal contrib* 
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remittances for these should be sent to Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary ^ 
Colonization Rooms, Washington, D. 0. Price, 25 Cbntb. 

Cofomzaif'on Building, No. 450 Penrtsyfyania Mvenue, Waghjngiifn, D. C 



EIGHTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THK 



American Colonization Society, 



WITH THK 



MIlSrUTES 



OK THK 



ANNUAL MEKTING AND OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 



JANUARY IG, 1900. 



washinotok city: 
Colonization Building, 450 Pbnksylvania Avbnub. 

1906. 




MAS 121910 




S!*BfrfnGt, 



<f 



y 



THE EIGHTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



PRESIDENT. 



The Rev. Judson Smith, D. D., of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, Massachusetts 
was elected President of the American Colonization Society at 
its annual meeting held January 17, 1905. In a letter dated 
the 19th of January, 1905, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Society, he accepted the office as follows : 

american board of commissioners for foreign missions. 

Congregational House, No. 14, Beacon Street, 

Boston, January 19, 1905. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Secretary^ 

450 Pennsylvania Ave.^ Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Wilson : Your favor of January 18th, with its 
surprising tidings, is at hand. I deeply regret to learn that 
Bishop Satterlee's health makes it needful for him to withdraw 
from his post as President of the Colonization Society. As I 
recall the gentlemen who have in succession filled this place I 
feel the more keenly the honor which is bestowed upon me, and 
my surprise at the action taken is deepened. Since, however, 
the duties are so light and but a single visit to Washington 
each year will be required, I accept the position for the present, 
although I cannot promise to hold this place very long. 

Begging you to inform your associates of my acceptance and 
to assure them of my appreciation of the compliment paid me, 
with kindest regards, I am. 

Faithfully yours, 

Judson Smith. 

members of the executive committee. 

All the members of the Executive Committee appointed at 
the last annual meeting have continued in service throughout 
the year, viz., Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. Norris, Mr. 
Clement W. Howard, Mr. William B. Gurley, Dr. Henry L. E. 
Johnson, Mr. Erskine M. Sunderland, and Dr. John S. McLain. 
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BULLETINS. 

Bulletins No. 26 and No. 27 have been prepared and 1,500 
copies of each published during the past year. The form^ con- 
tained an engraving of the United States I^egation at Monrovia, 
Liberia, occupied at present by the Rev. Ernest Lyon, U. S. 
minister at that place, and the latter contained an engraving of 
the Hon. H. W. Travis, the present Secretary of State. 

In the engravings and printed articles it is endeavored to 
show the true condition of the country. 

KMIGHATION. 

The report of our emigrants sent to Liberia during the last 
year is favorable. There appears to be little desire of ^the right 
kind of persons to emigrate. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr. Gibson, the late president of Liberia, still has charge of 
our educational work. Mr. Samuel J. Dossen, the teacher of 
the " Hall Free School " at Harper, Cape Palmas, is carrying 
on the work as heretofore in that locality. 

This school is supported by a special fund which was donated 
for the purpose. 

Mr. Rixard P. Green teaches Graham School No. 1 at Green- 
ville, Since county. His school is quite popular and he has an 
annual attendance of 50 pupils. 

Mr. A. D. Simpson is teacher of Graham School No. 3, at 
Royesville, Montserrado county. We furnish text-books to these 
schools, as there is no publishing house for them in Liberia. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith submitted. 
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EIGHTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 



MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY 



Colonization Rooms, January 16, 1906. 

The annual meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held today at 1 o'clock p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 
450 Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

Dr. John S. McLain, President pro tem.^ presided. 

Mr. J. Orraond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the annual meeting, held January 17, 1905, 
were presented and approved. 

The Secretary presented the following letter from Mr. Samuel 

A. Crozer, of Upland, Pennsylvania, a Vice-President of this 

Society : 

Upland, Pa., November 14, 1905. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Esq., Secretary, 

American Oolonizaiion Society. 

Dear Sir : I observe that my name is still continued as a 
Vice-President of the Society, a fact of which I was not aware 
until some months ago. 

As I have not attended any of the meetings of the Society 
and am not conversant with its present work, and, as I viewed 
it, the necessity for the organizationn ceased with the close of 
the civil war, please have my name stricken from the list at the 
next annual meeting, By so doing you will oblige, 

Yours very truly, 

Samubl a. Crozer. 

It was ordered that his name be omitted from the list of Vice- 
Presidents for the present year. 

Mr. Clement W. Howard was appointed a committee to nom- 
inate oflBicers for the ensuing year, and upon his recommendation 
the following officers were elected : 
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PRBSIDBNT: 
1906 Rkv. JUDSON SMITH, D. D., Ma»9. 

VICB-PRRSIDBNTS : 



1876 Rey. Samuel E. Appleton, D. D., Pa. 
1876 ReT. Bishop H. M. Turner, D. D., Oa. 
1881 R6T. Bishop H. W. Warren, D. D., Col. 
1884 Re?. Bishop E. O. Andrews, D.D..N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W.Blyden, LL.D., Liberia. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, D. C. 

1891 Rev. Leigh ton Parks, D. D., N. Y. 

1892 Rot. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N. Y. 

1892 Mr. Osmun Latrobe, Md. 

1893 Hon. J. C. Banoroft Davis, D. C. 



Adjourned. 



1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 

1896 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnoux, N. Y. 
1896 Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, D. D., 1>. C. 

1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1897 Mr. John Welsh Dulles, Pa. 

1899 Judge Charles G. Nott, D. C. 

1900 Hon. John Eaton, LL. D., D. C. 

1901 Rev. Bishop Joseph C. Hartzell, D. D. , 

Bishop of AArica. 



J. Ormond Wilson, 

Secretary, 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OP DIRECTORS. 



Washington, D. C, January 16, 1906. 

The Board of Directors of the American Ck)lon]zation Society 
met today at 12 m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 Penn- 
sylvania avenue N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Wilson presented a letter received from Rev. Judson 
Smith, D. D., of Boston, Mass., in which he stated : '^ I am un- 
usually pressed with duties here, and feel that I must forego 
the pleasure as well as the duty of attending this meeting. I 
shall be glad to have some word from you after the meeting is 
over, that I may know the general course of events. Please 
extend to the members present my hearty greetings and my 
sincere regret that I cannot at this time assume the duty of 
presiding." 

Mr. James L. Norris nominated Dr. John S. McLain President 
'pro tem.y who presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

Prayer was oflTered by Rev. Charles E. Mil nor. 

The minutes of the annual meeting held January 17, 1905, 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Clement W. Howard was appointed a Committee on Crer 
dentials, and reported that no delegates from auxiliary societies 
were present. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance : 

Executive OommiUee. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Norris, Mr. William B. Gurley, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Dr. 
Henry L. E. Johnson, Mr. Erskine M. Sunderland, and Dr. John 
S. Mcl^ain. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Norris, it was 

Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials be 
accepted. 

The Rev. Charles E. Milnor, secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Colonization Society, was present on invitation of Mr. Wilson. 
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The Chair appointed the standing committees as follows : 
Committee on Ediicalion and Foreign Relations, — Mr. Gurley. 
Committee on Accounts and Finance. — Mr. Howard and Dr. 
Johnson. 

Committee on Anxillary Sodetiea and Agencies, — Mr. Norris. 
Committee on Immigration. — Mr. Sunderland. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate the 
Executive Committee, Secretary, ana Treasurer for the ensuing 
year. 

Mr. Howard was appointed the committee. 

The Secretary presented and read the eighty-ninth annual 
report of the American Colonization Society. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his receipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also a 
statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the annual report and the Treasurer's report 
just read, with accompanying papers, be accepted, and that so 
much of them as relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliary 
societies, agencies, accounts, emigration, and education be re- 
ferred to the several standing committees in charge of those sub- 
jects respectively. 

On motion of Mr. Norris, the board took a recess to give the 
members an opportunity to attend the annual meeting of the 
American Colonization Society. 

The board reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. Howard, of the Committee to Nominate an Executive 
Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following report, 
which was unanimously adopted : 

Executive Committee. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Norris, Mr. Clement W. Howard, Mr. William B. Gurley, Dr. 
Henry L. E. Johnson, Mr. Erskine M. Sunderland, and Dr. 
John S. McLain. 

Secretary, — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treasurer. — Mr. James L. Norris. 
2 
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The following report of Mr. Howard, of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Accounts and Finance, was presented and read hy 
him and, on motion, approved : 

The Standing Committee on Accounta and Finance respect- 
fully report that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts 
for the period from January 1 to December 31, 1905, and the 
vouchers for the disbursements and found the same correct, and 
that they have examined the evidences of property belonging 
to the Society for its own use and in trust and found that they 
agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

Mr. Gurley, of the Committee on Education and Foreign Re- 
lations, made the following report, which was adopted : 

The educational system of Liberia remains about the same as 
it was last year. 

Amidst the great revolutions that have taken place in Europe 
and Asia during the past year, TJberia has pursued her usual 
course, maintaining her independence, although so small a 
nation and almost surrounded by a great host of barbarians. 
The influence of the education which her early settlers received 
from America has not been lost. 

The boundary between the territor}*^ of Liberia and that of 
France is not definitely agreed upon between the two countries 
in the region of the Cavalla river, and the Rev. Edward W. 
Blyden, D. D., as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary, has been sent by Liberia to Paris to negotiate in this 
matter. On his arrival he has been courteously received by the 
French oflBicers. 

Great Britain has possession of the Asiatic territory on the 
north and east of Liberia and the two countries are agreed upon 
their boundaries. 

Except the Republic of Liberia, the entire West African coast 
has been appropriated by European powers. Liberia has all 
the territory she can properly manage now, and if she remains 
loyal to the principles upon which she was established all the 
additional territory she desires will fall to her lot. 

Mr. Norris, of the Committee on Auxiliary Societies and 
Agencies, made the following report, which was adopted : 

This Society has received no support from any auxiliary 
society or agency during the past year. 

It has but a slender income to represent the interests of 
Liberia in this countrv. 

There is felt to be no such general necessity or desire among 
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the Negroes to leave this country and go back to Africa as there 
was in the days when they were enslaved here. 

By doihg their duty well in this country they are generally 
able to secure for themselves a good living and fair treatment. 

Liberia has lost many of her best citizens by death, but she 
still maintains her government by the good character and effi- 
ciency of her citizenship. 

The excellent ability of the President and his Cabinet at the 
present time has never been surpassed. 

It takes time to form a nation, but if the Liberians continue 
in the future as in the past and present, she may yet become a 
nation of importance. 

Mr. Sunderland, of the Committee on Emigration, made the 
following report, which was adopted : 

The Negro is disposed to try his fortunes in this country. 

It is very seldom that a young, honest, able-bodied man is an 
applicant for a passage to Liberia. 

ITiere is a class of older men with families having no partic- 
ular desire to remain in this country who are willing to go any- 
where they can have a free passage. 

Liberia has no use and no desire for that class of men. It is 
only emigrants who honestly seek and will work for a living 
that she wishes. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. George A. Plimpton, of 
New York, stating that they were to have a meeting of the New 
York State Colonization Societ}' at the University Club on Jan- 
uary 29, 1906, at which they hoped to have a " representative 
of our Society, the Baltimore Society, the Moravian Church, the 
Protestant Episcopal Mission, the Boston Society, and the 
Methodist Mission," and to outline some plans by which more 
could be accomplished in Liberia than had been done in the 
past. 

Not any member of this Society thought it would be con- 
venient for him to attend, and it was agreed that the Secretary 
should attend if his health permitted. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That Mr. Howard, Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Norris, the 
Treasurer, be appointed a committee to inquire why no pay- 
ment has been made on the Reading note since 1899, 
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On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the annual report of the Society be referred to 
the Executive Committee for publication. 

Rev. Charles E. ^filnor pronounced the benediction. 



Adjourned. 



J. Ormond V11.SON, 

Secretary 



AOT OF mOORPORATttON 

Of HtE 

AMERICA! COLOOTZATIOI SOCIETY. 



» » '» • 



Ik Act of ike Legislature of 3fanjlandj passed March 22, 1837. erUiiled 
"in Act to Incorporate the American Colonization Society," 

Whereas, "by an Act of tbe General Assembly of ^laryland, entitled 
^*An Act to IncorpoToie the American Colanizadon ^S&cie/y," passed at Decem- 
ber session, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, chapter one hundred and 
eighty-nine, the said Society was incorporated with certain powers; And 
whereas it is represented to this General Assembly that the rights and 
interests of said Society have been materially injured, and are likely to 
suffer further injury, by_ certain alleged omissiona on the part of said 
Society to give efficiency to said Act: Therefoie — . 

Sectiow 1. Beit enacted l^/ the General Assemhlij of Maryland^ That J'ohn 0. Herbert, 
Daniel Murray, Joseph Kent, EeekicI F, Chambers, 'Daiiiet Jenifor, Georgo C. Washing- 
toa, Vfrgil Maxey, ^iccheus ColJing Lee, Alexaouer Randall, Francis 8. Key, Walter 
Jones, Ralph R. (3 arley, and William W. Seaton. of the Society called the American 
Society fbr Colonizing tho froe people of color of the United Statos, and their successors, 
together with such others elected and qualified, as the present or future Constitution, 
by-laws, ordinAQCCS or rogulations of said Sooiotv, do or shall !i'>reafl<^r prescribe, shall 
be, and they are hereby created and declared to V>e, a body politic aiKlioorponito, by the 
name, h-tyle, and title of The American Colonizfitiou S^ocicty, and by tlmt name shall 
have perpetual succession, and shall bt* able to suo and be'sncd, t-o plead and I >« im- 
pleaded, in any court of Jaw or equity in thin State, and may have and use a common 
weal, and the same may destroy, alter, or renew Jvt plensure. and shall have power to 
■purchase, have, and enjoy, to them and their sucoesjaors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
^^neruents, or iiereditaments, by the gift, bargain, sale, devise, or other net of any 
person or persons, body politic or corporate wliatJ*oever; to take and receive any sum 
or sums oi money, goods or chattels, that shall be Kiven, sold, or bequeathed to them 
in any manner whatsoever; to occupy, use. and eryoy, or sell, transfer, or othonvis© 
dispose of, accordine to the by-laws and ordinances rognlating the same, now or herQ- 
after to be proscribed, all such lands, tenements or hereditaments, monev, eoods or chat- 
tels, as thivy shall determine to be most conducive to tho colonization, witb thoir own con- 
§ent, in Airica, of tho free people of color residing in the United States, and for no other 
uses or purposes wliatsoever ; and as soon after the p!\ssay;e of this Act a<« may he con- 
vonient, to elect such officers as they or a majority of them present may deeni proper, 
and to make and ordain such Oonstitutioa, by-laws, ordinances, and rcKUlutions as may 
b« necessary lor the organization of the said Society; and t^ reneni, alter, or amend tho 
same ; to pvoseril)e the timos of meeting, tho qualifications and terms of niomhi.rship. 
and to do all such other sctssnd deeds a," they shall deem necessary for r<'i;ulatiug ana 
managing tJie concerns of the said body corporate ; Provided^ however, Tiiat the CoU' 
Btitution and laws of this State and of the United States^ and this Act of Assembly bo 
not violated tJiereby, 

8kc. 3. And be it ^aeted. That for tho object aforesaid all property, real, personal, 
and mixAd, whether in action or possesyiou, and all rights, credits uml'demands, owned, 
held, or claimed, before this Act, bv the said Society, and all such property, rights, 
credits, and demands as, wore it not for this Act, might hereafter be owned, h<-ltl, or 
claimed by the i-aid Society, .nhall vest, and are liercby declared to vest, in the said body 
corporate and its successors as fully and etfectually as they have or ''oukl have vest«!d 
in the Raid Society; and also thattlie said body corporate?, and it-s successors, are hereby 
declared to be as eorapletely and effectuallv liable und responsible for all debts, de- 
mands, and claims due now, or which woui({ hcreaftor be due, by tho said Sor-ietv, if 
this Act of incorporation had not been grant-ed, as tho said Society is now or would 
hereafter bo so liable und responsible for. 

Sec. 3. And bfi it cua<'.tvl. That the said body corporate, and its suecessorp, s)iall for- 
ever be incapable of holding in fee or less estate, real property in tho ITniti-d Statos, the 
■yearly value of which exceeds the sum of thirty thousand dollars, or the yearly value 
of so ranch thereof as may be in this State exc«Hnls tJie sum of five thous-aiul dollars. 

Sec. 4. And bcit enacted^ That tho Act hereinbefore mentioned of the General Ass. m- 
■Wy of Maryland, chapter one hundred and ofghty-nin(\ of December sor-aion, eighteen 
hundred and thirty -one, he and the surne inherehy re{>oa)ed: Saving mid reficrvitirf^ however, 
to tho persons incorporated by said Act, and to the American Colonization Society, all 
the rights and powers conferred by said Act, so far as the same may be necessary for 
the recovery, possession, holdintr, or enjoyment of any property, real, personal or mixed, 
chose id action or frauoliiae of any descriution whatnoever, which may have been here- 
tofore given, granted, devised, or beouoatiied to or otherwise acquired by the said por- 
■ons, or any ol them, or to f* by tho American Colonization Society. 

Sbc. 5. And he it enacted, Thht this Act. and tho powers and privileges granted thereby, 
may be at any time repealed, modiHoa, amended, or changed at the discretion of tho 
General Assembly. 
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THE NINETIETH ANNUAL REPORT. 



PRESIDENT. 

The Rev. Judson Smith, D. D., Secretary of the "American 
Board of Commisflioners for Foreign Missions" and re-elocted 
President of the American Colonization Society at its last An- 
nual Meeting, died on the 29th of June, 1906. 

The Presidency of this Society is now vacant. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

All the members of the Executive Committee appointed at the 
last Annual Meeting have continued in service throughout the 
year, viz., Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. Norris, Afr. 
Clement W. Howard, Mr. William B. Curlev, Dr. Henry L. E. 
Johnson, Mr. Erskine M. Sunderland, and Dr. John S. McLain 

BULLETINS PUBLI8HEE! IN 1906. 

There were published and distributed in February, 1906, 
1,500 copies of Bulletin No. 28, and in November, 1906, 1,500 
copies of Bulletin No. 29. The former contained an engraving 
of the President of Liberia College, Rev. R. B. Richardson, 
D. D., LL. D., and the latter contained one of the Hon. D. E. 
Howard, the Secretary of the Treasury of Liberia. The Rev. 
Dr. Richardson was born in the city of Monrovia in 1851, and 
invested with the full ministerial order of the Baptist Church 
in 1878. He was chosen President of Liberia College in 1902, 
to succeed the Rev. G. W. Gibson, who had been elected Presi- 
dent of Liberia. 

EMIGRATION. 

There was no emigration aided by this Society of Negroes 
from America to Liberia during the past year. There were a 
few inquiries as to the cost of emigrating, but the answer to 
these did not result in any movement. The statement of the 
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President of Liberia that "the men of some culture, the small 
capitalist, and the men of initiative and push are not inclintnl 
at present to come to Lil)eria,'' se<»nis to be true. 

EDUCATION. 

The Rev. (i. \V. Gibson, D. I)., late President of Liberia, has 
had charge of our educational work during the past year. His 
well-known attainments render him important in this line and 
make the income from our limited investments for this purpose 
very satisfactory. 

Mr. Samuel .J. Dossen, as heretofore, has carried on the work 
of the "Hall Free School" at Harper, Cape Palmas. The fund 
for the support of this school, although not large, was specially 
donated for it. The people seem to be well satisfied with his 
administration. There is some complaint that the premises of 
the school need repairing, and the trustees have Ixxm requeste<l 
to name them in detail and the amount of funds required for 
the same. If the sum is not too large, this Soc*iety may be able 
to furnish it. 

Mr. Uixard P. Greene still continues in charge of Graham 
Scliool Xo. 1, at Greenville, Sinoe countv.. There are alx>ut 50 
])upils in attendance here, 40 Liberian boys and girls and 10 
natives. 

'Mr. A. D. Simpson continues in charge of Graham School 
Xo. 3, at l?ovesville, Montserrado countv. This school is com- 
posed of Liberian boys and girls and natives. 

Tlie report of the Treasurer is herewith submittorl. 
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NINETIETH ANNUAL REPORT OF 



MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 

SOCIETY. 



Colonization Rooms, January 15, 1907. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society 
was held today, at 1 o'cloc*k p. m., in the rooms of the Society, 
450 Pennsylvania avenue N. W. 

Dr. John S. McLain, President pro iem„ presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January 16, 1906, 
were presented and approved. 

Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson was appointed a committee to nomi- 
nate officers for the ensuing year, and upon his recommendation 
the following officers were elected: 

PRBSIDKiyT: 
11K)7 Rkv. SAMUKL E. APPLKTON, D. D., Ph. 

VICE- PRRSiDBN TS : 



IS76 Rev. BiNhop H. M. Turner, D. D.,Ga. 
1881 Rev. Binhop H. W. Warren, I). D., Col. 
1884 Rev. Bishop E. 6. AndrewH, D.I>..N.Y. 
1884 Prof. Edw. W.BIyden, LL.D., Liberia. 
1886 Judge Alexander B. Hagner, I). <>. 
ism Rev. Leighton ParkH, I). 1>.. >'. Y. 

1892 Rev. William A. Bartlett, D. D., N. Y. 
1802 Mr. Ofimun Latrohe, Md. 

1893 Hon. J. C. Bancroft DaviK, I). ('. 
1895 Hon. John T. Morgan, Ala. 



1895 Mr. Isaac T. Smith, N. Y. 

1896 Judge William H. Arnouz.N. Y. 
189G Rev. Bishop J. A. Handy, D. D., FIh. 
1896 Mr. George A. Pope, Md. 

1896 Rev. Wallace Radcliffe, I>. D.,I). C. 

1897 Mr. John Welnh Dullee, Pa. 
1899 Judge Charles C. Nott, I). C. 

19U1 Rev. Bishop Joseph C. Hartsell, I'.Ii.. 
Bishop of Africa. 



Adjourned. 



J. Ormond Wilsox. 

Secretary. 



THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



MINUTES OF THE BOAKD OF DIRECTOIW. 



Washington, D, C, January 15, lUOT. 

The Board of Directors of the American Colonization Society 

met today, at Vi m., in the rooms of the Society, No. 450 
Pennsylvania avenue N. W., Washington, JD. C. 

Dr. John S. Mcljain, President pro tern,, presided. 

Mr. J. Ormond Wilson was appointed Secretary. 

Praver was offered bv Mr. (Mement W. Howard. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting, held January IG, 190G, 
were presented and approved. 

Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson was appointed a CoiRmittee on 
Credentials, and rejwrted that no delegates from auxiliary socle- 
ties were present. 

The following Directors were stated to be in attendance: 

Executive Committee. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, ^Ir. Clement 
W. Howard, Dr. Henry L. E. Johnson, Mr. Erskine M. Sundei- 
land, and Dr. John S. McI^ain. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Howard, it was 

Resolved, That the report of the C'ommittw on Credentials Ih' 
accepted. 

The Chair appointed the standing conimittcH's as follows. 

Commit lee on Education and Foreign nelation,s, — Dr. 'Mo- 
Lain. 

(Committee on Arcounttt and Finance. — Mr. Howard aud Dr 
Johnson. 

Committee on Au^vHiary Societies and Agencici. — Dr. John- 
son. 

Committee on Emigration, — Mr. Sunderland. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That a committee l)e appointed to nominate tiie 
Executive Committee, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing 
vear. 

Mr. Howard was appointed the committee. 
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The SecTetarv presented and read the Ninetieth Annual He- 
])ort of the Ameriean Colonization Societv. 

The report of the Treasurer, showing his rec-eipts and dis- 
bursements for the past year, with the certificate of audit, also 
A statement of the property of the Society, were presented. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Keport and tlie Treasurer's l?e- 
|xjrt, just read, with accompanying papers, be accepted, and th.-it 
so much of them as relates to foreign relations, finance, auxiliarv' 
s<K-ieti(*s, agencies, accounts, emigraticm, and tnlucation be rt»- 
f erred to tiie several standing commit ttvs in charge of these sub- 
j(»cts rt*spective]y. 

On motion of Dr. Johnson, the Board t(K)k a recess to give 
tlie memb^fs an op[)ortunity to attend the Annual fleeting of 
the American Colonization Societv. 

The board rec-onvened at 1.30 o'clock p. m. 

^rr. Howard, of the committw to nominate an ?]xecutive 
(^ommittee, Secretary, and Treasurer, made the following ri*- 
})ort, which was unanimously adopted : 

Executive Commiitve. — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson, Mr. James L. 
Xorris, Mr. Clement W. Howard, ^Ir. William B. Gurley, Dr. 
Henrv L. E. Johnson, Mr. Erskine M. Sunderland, and Dr. 
John S. McLain. 

Serretanj, — Mr. J. Ormond Wilson. 

Treaaurer, — ^Ir. James L. Xorris. 

Dr. Johnson moved that in future the Annual Meeting Ix.' 
called for the hour of 1 p. m. instead of 1'^ m. 
Adopted. 

Mr. Howard moved tiuit when this meeting adjourns it ad- 
journ to meet on Wednesday, at 1 p. m., Fe])ruary 13, 1907. 
Adopted. 

Mr. Howard, chairman of Committee on Accounts and 
Finance, moved that the Treasurers accounts of receipts and 
disbursements from Januarv 1 to December 31, 1906, be re- 
})orted upon by his committee at the adjourned meeting, to be 
held on Wednesday, at 1 p. m., Fel^ruar}' 13, 1907. 

Adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Sunderland, it was 

Resolved, That ^fr. Howard, Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Xorris, 
IVeasurer, be appointed a committee to inquire into the finances 
of the Society and report at a special meeting of the Executive 
Committee at call; and the above special committee be em- 
powered to employ an expert accountant, if deemed necessary by 
them, at a reasonable cost. 

Adopted. 

Dr. McLain, the Committee on Education and Foreign Rela- 
tions, made the following report, which Avas adopted : 

No great change has b(^n effected in the educational system 
of Liberia during the past year. 

This Society continues to render aid to those having charge 
of the subject there by its written discussions and by sending out 
such means as it may have at its command. 

Jn the last report of this Society it was stated that Dr. Ed- 
ward W. Blyden, LL. D., had been sent to Paris as Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to negotiate in the 
matter of the relations of the two countries in their possessions 
in Africa, and that he was courteously received by the French 
(Government. 

We have heard nothing since of this enterprise. The African 
World of September 21), 1906, states that Dr. Blyden will leave 
on October (>, 1J)()6, ^*to direct the Mecca pilgrimage enterprise, 
and we understand he will make Dakar or Rufisque his head- 
quarters, but he will first of all visit other places, including 
Tjagos. A central agency will be established in Senegal and an- 
other at T^agos to serve the Yoruba country and northern 
Nigeria. The Doctor will be assisted by two Mohammedan 
young men acquainted with the native languages spoken be- 
tween Sierra Leone and the French Congo. Governor 'General 
Roume is taking a great interest in this' pilgrimage venture and 
it is expected that he will lend his influence to the enterprise, as 
he thoroughly understands its political and commercial bearings. 
Dr. Blvden is sure that if the event is not so successful as an- 
ticipated a great deal wnll have been done in bringing East and 
West together in developing the agricultural interest generally 
and the cotton-growing enterprise particularly, and also increas- 
ing commercial relations." 
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Dr. Johnson, Committee on Auxiliary Societies and Agencies, 
made the following report, which was adopted: 

No assistance has been received by this Society during the past 
year from any auxilian* society or agency. Its means are limited 
it assists in schools and education and watches with interest the 
general progress of the country. 

Liberia is at the present time largely working out her own 
destiny. Aside from the assistance of this Society, she receives 
but little help from abroad. 

It is to be regretted that there is no direct line of communi- 
cation between the United States and Liberia, but when this is 
accomplished the opportunity for learning of the latter country' 
will be much more favorable and the chances for emigration, 
from this country will be improved. With a fertile soil and a 
fine climate, there is no portion of Africa that bids more highly 
for future prosperity than Liberia. 

Mr. Sunderland, Committee on Emigration, made the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted: 

The Negroes who can make a fair living in this country, as 
a rule, have no desire to emigrate, and those who are not so 
fortunate here are not welcome in Liberia. She does not wish 
for those who have not the qualities that promise independent 
and progressive citizenship. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society be referred 
to the Executive Committee for publication. 

Mr. Howard pronounced the benediction. 

» 

Adjoilrned. 

J. Ormokd Wilsox, 

Secretary. 



February 13, 1907. 
The majority of the Board — Messrs, Wilson, Sunderland, Dr. 
Johnson, and Dr. McLain — convened at 1 o'clock p. m., accord- 
ing to adjournment. 
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No. 1804 Delancy Place, 

Philadelphia, Jan, 17, 11)07. 
J. OuMOXD Wilson, Esq., Secretary. 

Dear Siu: Your letter of tlie 16th inst., informing me of my 
unanimous election as President of the American Colonization 
Society, has been received. 

I accept the honor conferred upon me with high appreciation. 
My age and the infirmities consequent, 1 fear, will prevent my 
very active j)artici]}atioii in your good work. If my name and 
best wishes serve the good of the noble Society which has hon- 
ored me by electing me its President, I shall be very glad. 
Yours very sincerely, 

Samuel E. Appleton. 

The chairman of the Committee on Accounts and Finance, 
^Ir. Howard, being necessarily absent, the Board adjourned to 
meet February 27, 1907, at 1.30 p. m., to examine and report 
upon the same. 
Adjourned. 

J. OiiMOND Wilson, 

Secretary, 

February 27, 1907. 

At the adjourned meeting, held at 1.30 p. m. today, the fol- 
lowing report of ^Ir. Howard, of the Standing (\)mmittee on 
Accounts and Finance, was presented and read by him ajid, on 
motion, was approved: 

The Standing Committee on Accounts and Finance respect- 
fully report that they have examined the Treasurer's accounts 
for the period from January 1 to December 31, 1906, and the 
vouchers for the disbursements and found the same correct, and 
that they have examined the evidences of property belonging to 
the Society for its own use and in trust and found that thev 
agree with the statement of the Treasurer. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Finance Committee be and are hereby 
directed to investigate and determine the financial status of the 
Society and rej)ort their finding at the earliest moment at an 
adjourned meeting. 

J. Ormond Wilson^, 

Secretary. 



ACT OF mOORPORATION 

or TAB 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 



<( 



Ajj Act of t?ie Legislature of Maryland, passed March 22, 1837, eniiUed 
"in Actio Incorporate die American CoUnization Society,^* 

Whkreas, by an Act of the General Assembly of Maryland, entitled 
An Act to Incorporate Hie American Colonization 6'oei^i/," passed at Decemr 
ber session, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, chapter one hundred and 
eighty-nine, the said Society was incorporated with certain powers; And 
whereas it is represented to this General Assembly that the rights and 
interests of said Society have been materially injured, and are likely to 
suffer further injury, by certain alleged omissions on the part of said 
Society to give emciency to said Act : Therefore — 

Sectiow 1. Be it enacted by the Oeneral Assembly of Maruland^ Thftt John C. Herbert, 
Daniel Murray, Joseph KeDt, Ezekiel P. Chambers, Daniel Jenifer, George C. Washing- 
ton, Virgil Maxey, Zaccheus Collins Lee, Alexander Randall, Francis 8. Kev, Walter 
Jones, Ralph U. Gurley, and William W. Soaton, of the Society called the American 
Bociety for Colonizing the free people of color of the United States, and their successors, 
together with such others elected and qualified, as the present or future Constitution, 
by-laws, ordinances or regulations of naid Society, do or shaU hereafter prescribe, shall 
be, and they are hereby created and declared to be, a body politic and'corporate, by the 
name, btyle, and title of The American Colonization Society, and by that name shall 
have perpetual succession, and shall be able to sue and be sued, to plead and be im- 
pleaded, in any court of law or equity in thin State, and may have and une a common 
seal, and the same may destroy, alter, or renew Jit pleasure, and shall have power to 
purchase, have, and enjoy, to them and their successors, in fee or otherwise, any land, 
tenements, or hereditaments, by the gift, bargain, sale, devise, or other act of any 
person or persons, body politic or corporate whatsoever; to take and receive any sum 
or sums of money, goods or chattels, tnat shall be ^iven, sold, or bequeathed to them 
in any manner whatsoever; to occupy, use, and enjoy, or sell, transfer, or otherwise 
dispose of, according to the by-laws and ordinances regulating the same, now or here- 
after to be prescribea,ali such lands, tenemontsorhoroditaments, money, goods or chat- 
tels, as they shall determine to be most conducive to the colonisation, with tneir own con- 
sent, in Africa, of the free people of colof reHiding in the United States, and for noother 
uses or purposes whatsoever ; and as soon after the passage of this Act as may be con- 
venient, to elect such officers as they or a majority of them present may deem proper, 
and to make and ordain such Constitution, by-laws, ordinances, and regulations as may 
be necessary for the organization of the said Society ; and to repeal, alter, or amend the 
same ; to prescribe the times of meeting, the qualifications ana terras of membership, 
and to do all such other acts and deeds as they shall deem necessary for regulating and 
managing the concerns of the said body corporate ; Provided, however^ Tliat the Con* 
stitution and laws of this State and of the United States, and this Act of Assembly be 
not violated thereby. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted. That for the object aforesaid all property, real, personal, 
and mixed, whether in action or possession, and all rights, credits and demands, owned, 
held, or claimed, before this Act, by the said Society, and a'l 8uch property, rights, 
credits, and demands as, were it not for this Act, might hereafter be owned, held, or 
claimed by the said Society, shall vest, and are hereby declared to vest, in the said body 
corporate and its successors as fully and effectually as they have or could have vested 
in the said Society ; and also that the said body corporate, and its succfssors, are hereby 
declared to bo as completely and effectually liable and responsible for nil debts, de- 
mands, and claims duo now, or which would hereafter be duo, by the said Society, if 
this Act of incorporation had not been granted, as the said Society is now or would 
hereafter be so liable and responsible for. 

Skc. 3. And be it enaeUd. That the said body corporate, and its successors, shall for- 
ever be incapable of holding in fee or less estate, real property in the United States, the 
yearly value of which exceeds the sum of thirty thousand dollars, or the yearly value 
of so mu*ch thereof as may be in this Stat-e exceeds the sum of five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4. And he it enacted. That the Act hereinbefore mentioned of the General Assem- 
bly of Maryland, chapter one hundred and eighty-nine, of December session, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, be and the same is heroby"r<*peiiled: Sailing and rrserrinrj, however^ 
to tlio persons incorporated by said Act. and to the American Colonization Society, all 
the rights and powers conferred by said Act, so far as the same may be necessary for 
the recovery, possession, hohiing, or enjoyment of any property, real, personal or mixed, 
chose in action or franchise of any description whatsoever, which may havo been here- 
tofore given, granted, devised, or'bequeathcd to or otherwise acquired by the said per- 
sons, or any or them, or to or by the American Colonization Society. 
N Sec. 5. And be it enacted. That this Act. and the powers and privileges p;ranted thereby, 
may be at any time repealed, modifiea, amended, or changed at the discretion of the 
Oeneral Assembly. 




CONSTITUTION 

or THS 



American Colomzation Society. 

OrgamudJanuann.lsn. Incorporated M<»xha,tSSl. 

^RTicut 1. TluB Society ahaU be called Tlie American Colonizatioii 

Akticle 2. The objects of this Society shaU be to aid the Colonization 
of Africa by voluntary colored emigrants from the Ui^t^ Stot^ So 
promote there the extension of Chriatianity and civilization 

ARTICLE 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have Daid to 

■•t%Tf "ftheSowety tl'esum of one dollar shall beTmemKf the 

■Society for one year from the time of such payment Any citizSiwho shall 

W paid the sum of thirty dollars shall b4 a mem^rir Rfe-^d X 

citizen paying the sum of one thou«ind dollars shall be a director for life 

DireZr "^^ ""^^ "'^''^" ^^ * ^°*« «f *^« Socie^ or of the 

Article 4. The Societv shall meet annually at Washington on the third 

Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places m it sb^Hi^ 

who 6l»ll perform the duties appropriate to those officers. ^""aea- 

Articles. TliereshallbeaBoardof Directors composed of the Directors 
for life and of De egatea from t!ic several AuxiliarTsS^ ]&^ 
such So<-.et.,.8 shall be entitled to one Delegate and «, Sion^ Dd^te 
for every two l.undred dollars liaid into the treasury of thteSywffi 
the year enc mg on the .3l8t of December: Frovdud, That^ Au2 lia^ 
shall be ent.tUid to more than four Doli^tes in any one vear •^"'"""'y 

ABTicLK 6. The Board shall anniiali y appoint one or more Se<Tvtorin« . 
Treasurerand an ExecutiveCommitteeof J^ven ^^nsTalfofl^mXll 
ez-ouicw, be members of the Board. The President of the sSv sl^ 
a so te a Director, ex-ojUcio, and Presi.lent of the Board ; but in h^ab^nce 
at any meeting a Oharrman shall be appointed to presldT *'^"" 

AUTICLE7. The Board ofDirectors shall meet in Washington at twelve 
o'clock M on the third 'fu^^day of January in each y<^aSTOch other 
times and pla^x^s as it shall appoii.t, or at the request of the Ev^miti ve 

Committee, and at the request of any threeof the AuxiliarvSocietiScom 
municated to the Corresponding Secretary. Seven dii^torBSlfoSTa" 
quorum for the tran.saction of business. airoctors shall form a 

Article 8. Tlie Ewcutive Committee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of the Secretary. This c3t^ slJS CS 
discretionarj- power to transact the businei of the Societv, subj^fonl? to 

votes that have been passed, or may hereafter te passed, by tKe Board of 
,^;h'^'"- V-^ Secretary and Trea.surer shall be meml^erj of tl^^Sm- 
m t ee. &r-<)(?ic(o, with the right to deliberate, but not to vote The Com 
mitteeis authorized to fill all vacancies in its own body to ao^i^ra 
Secretary or Treasurer, whenever such offices are vacant, mid to apS 
and direct such Agents as may be nece.ssary for the service of the Societv 
At every annua meeting the Committee sWl report their doinl^ to tlTe 
Society and to the Board of Directors. ""luga w me 

Akticle 9. This Constitution may be amended upon a proposition to 
that effect, made and approved at any meeting of tfie Boar^ oFdSw 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies represented in the b3 of 
Directors, transmitted to the Secretarv and published in the officKp^r 
of the bocieiy three months before the annual meetuie- nrovidfiH M?7h 

rn"^ m^'ti^r" '""^ "°'^""' "' *"°-""''^« o?X"UK next 



